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PROVINCES  OF  COLUMBIA, 


In  the  autanm  of  the  year  1823,  his  Britannic  Ma- 
jesty^s  Government  came  to  the  detennination  of 
sending  commissioners  to  B(^ot&,  the  capital  of  the 
newly  constituted  state  of  Columbi'a.  The  com- 
mission consisted  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Campbdl, 
of  the  Royal  Artillery,  Mr.  James  Henderson,  now 
Consul-Greneral  at  Bogotd,  and  the  writer  of  the 
foUowing  narrative,  whom  Mr.'  Secretary  Canning 
was  pleased  to  appoint  First  Commissioner. 

On  the  20th  of  October,  in  the  same  year,  in 
consequence  of  this  appointment,  I  left  London  ac- 
companied by  Mr.  Cade,  who  had  been  appointed 
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my  private  secretary,  and  arrived  at  Portsmouth, 
where  the  frigate  Isis,  commanded  by  Captain 
Thomas  Forrest,  C.  B.  was  in  readiness  to  convey 
the  commissioners  cither  to  Carthagcna  or  Santa 
Martha. 

From  one  of  these  places  we  were  to  proceed 
up  the  river  Magdalena  to  Henda,  and  thence  vc 
were  to  travel  by  land  to  Bogoti'i.  After  remaining 
a  week  at  Portsmouth,  during  which  time,  the  town 
was  unusually  lively  and  gay  in  consequence  of  the 
presence  of  His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  Cla- 
rence, who  had  arrivctl  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  the 
launch  of  a  line  of  battle  ship ;  and  grand  dinners 
were  given  by  the  Admiral  of  the  Port,  the  Lieu- 
tenant-Governor, Naval  Commissioner,  Sec.  to  which 
I  had  the  honour  of  an  invitation,  on  Sunday, 
the  ^th  of  October,  I  embarked  on  board  the  Isis 
frigate,  which  was  the  flag-ship  of  Vice-Admiral 
Sir  Laurence  Halstead,  E.C.B.,  who  was  going 
with  bis  family  to  Jamaica,  to  remain  there  for 
three  years,  as  Commimder-in- chief  in  the  West 
Indies.     I  was  rather  in  low  spirits  when  I  found 
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myself  on  board  the  ftigate ;  however,  the  gene- 
va!: bustle,  and  busy  faces  of  the  officers  and  crew, 
assisted  in  driving  away  melancholy  thoughts  for 
Ae  time,  and  the  passengers  were  fiilly  occupied  in 
making  tiiemselves  as  comfortable  for  the  voyage  as 
circiunstsnces  would  admit.  The  frigate  was  much 
crowded,  as  it  carried  out  the  Admiral  and  his  fi|- 
mily,  the  three  commissioners,  several  consuls,  and 
many  naval  officers  about  to  join  their  ships  in  the 
West  In^es.  We  sailed  on  the  28th  of  October 
from  Si.  Helens,  with  delightfbl  weather  and  a 
dear  sky,  which,  as  we  advanced  down  channel,  waS' 
soeoeeded  by  rain,  baffling  winds,  vexatious  calms, 
a  great  but  unacoountaUe  swell,  the  ship  being,  a9 
we  thought,  much  ngitated,  although  the  captmii 
assured  us,  as  usual,  she  was  without  exception  the 
easiest  and  best  sea-boat  he  had  eyer  comnianded, 

30th  October.  A  remarkable  fall  in  an  excelleni 
Buurine  barometer  indicated  an  approaching  storm ; 
great  consultations  among  the  officers,  the  result  6t 
wUdi  was  to  mi^e  immediately  for  Torbi^,  This 
attempt  to  get  into  Torbay  was  baffled  by  a  cali^* 
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accompanied  l»y  a  licavy  swell.  The  silver  in  the 
barometer  tlisappearcd.  The  Admiral  then  de- 
cided to  keep  the  sea,  and  proceed  to  the  westward. 
Apparently  much  anxiety  was  felt  by  the  captain 
as  to  some  shoals  off  the  Start  point.  The  top- 
gallant-yards up  and  Ag^u  several  times,  calm,  rain 
and  heavy  swell  continued  until  ten  at  night,  when 
the  gale  came  on  with  the  suddenness  of  lightning, 
and  before  midnight  the  main  and  mizen  top-masts 
were  blown  over  the  side,  although  the  sails  were 
furled ;  both  quarter  boats  were  also  washed  away, 
and  the  cabin  window  and  dead  lights  hurst  in  by 
the  sea.  At  this  time  there  was  a  serious  alarm 
among  the  lathes,  and  Lady  Halstcad  had  a  narrow 
escape  from  serious  injury ;  her  bedstead  was  up- 
set, the  securing  cleats  being  broken  from  their 
bold,  and  her  Ladyship  thrown  into  the  middle  of 
the  cabin,  which  was  overwhelmed  by  a  consider- 
able quantity  of  salt  water.  At  midnight,  the  Ed- 
dystonc  light-house  was  descried,  a  source  of  great 
comfort  to  all  on  board.  I  think  this  gale  lasted 
:t  six  and  thirty  hours.     I  never  had  such  a 
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rolling  before  or  siiice.  I  heard  Sir  L.  Halstead 
say  he  had  been  baling  the  water  out  of  his  cabin 
nearly  the  whole  night,  and  poor  Lady  Halstead  re- 
ceived a  tremendous  shock,  which  she  never  reco- 
vered during  the  whole  voyage.  At  one  time  it 
blew  so  hard  that  no  sailor  would  venture  aloft  to 
cut  away  some  wreck,  imtil  the  second-lieutenant, 
a  fine  gallant  young  officer,  led  the  way.  This 
young  man  has  since  fallen  a  sacrifice  to  a  hot 
climate. 

There Js  nothing  very  interesting  in  a  voyage  to 
the  West  Indies.  We  had  a  good  breeze  which 
took  us  across  the  Bay  of  Biscay  in  fine  style,  and 
soon  after  that  we  were  looking  out  for  the  trade- 
winds,  which  we  were  a  long  time  finding.  These 
winds  usually  prevail  about  35^  on  each  side  the 
equator.  We  did  not  touch  at  Madeira,  which  I 
regretted,  as  well  as  many  others,  who  wished  to  sec 
the  Island,  but  the  officers  went  to  lay  in  their  stock 
of  wine,  which  is  considerably  cheaper  here  than  in 
the  West  Indies.  The  gale  of  wind  and  the  salt 
water  had  made  sad  havoc  among  the  letters,  books, 
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msps.  pot£  of  honey,  mannidade  and  pieties,  Sic.  of 
the  passengers  ;  some  of  whom  with  rueful  counte- 
nances complained  of  their  losses  and  misfortunes. 
We  found  the  temperature  in  the  latitude  of  Ma- 
dora  particularly  pleasant  at  this  period  of  the  year, 
the  thermometer  Ijeing  generally  7^°-  1°  ^''i^ 
voyage  I  saw  for  the  first  time  flying  fish  ;  and  in 
their  exertions  to  escape  their  enemies  the  bonito, 
albicore,  and  dolphin,  they  sometimes  take  flights  of 
two  or  three  hundred  yards,  until  their  pellucid 
*ings  becoming  dry  remind  them  that  the  water  is 
their  native  element.  The  dolphin  is  a  mortal  foc 
to  the  flying  fish,  who  escape  from  him  with  diffi- 
culty on  account  of  his  swimming  with  great  rapidity. 
The  flying  fish  are  sometimes  eight  or  ten  inches  in 
length.  The  stormy  petrel  is  usually  seen  in  the 
ship's  wake  skimming  over  the  surface  of  the  waves ; 
this  bird  is  called  by  the  sailors  Mother  Carey's 
chicks.  I  Tfjjg  unable  to  learn  the  origin  of  this 
name.  In  passing  the  Tropic  of  Cancer,  we  had  a 
wait  from  old  Neptune  and  his  wife  Amphitritc. 
'Oed  the  usual  ducking  by  bribing  the  marine 
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god  with  a  gtiinea,  but  tnanjr  persons  on  boafd  gol 
a  severe  souamg.     I  went  through  the  disagree^- 
afale  ceremony  of    being  dry  shaved.      Neptune 
and  his   lady  ik  retirii^  from  the  qoarter-^leck 
were  by  some  accident  upset,  which  made  the  Ad- 
miral.  Lady  Halstead,  and  idl  dP  us,  laugh  heartily. 
On   landing  at   Barbados,  the  commissioneir 
waited  on  the  governor  Lieutenant-Genend  Sir  Hv 
Ward,  K.C.B.,  who  welcomed  us  very  politely,  and 
invited  us  to  dine  with  him  the  next  day,  which  we 
declined,  as  we  expected  to  sail  early  in  the  moming% 
Here  Mr.  Tupper  quitted  the  ship,  and  remained  at 
Barbadoes  to  get  a  passs^  to  Laguira,  where  he 
was  to  leside  as  British  consul.    We  sailed  JSrom 
Barbadoes  in  the  afternoon  of  the  day  after  our 
arrival,  and  saw  the  next  morning  the  Diamond 
Rock,  which  is  close  to  the  island  Martinique.    In 
the  last  war  this  rock  was  fortified,  and  had  a  garri- 
son of  sailors  of  the  same  number  as  a  sloop  of  war, 
with   the  respective  officers,      ^he  sides  of  thiB 
rock  are  very  steep,  and  its  height  is  considerablov 
Notwithstanding  the  great  obstacles,  some  naval 
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officers  contrived   to  get  some  large  guns  to  its 
Bumroit,  vherc  they  formed  a  battery. 

From  Barbadoea  to  Jamaica  we  had  a  fine  pas- 
sage, the  trade-wind  blowing  rather  briskly  the  whole 
way,  and  we  anchored  in  Port  Royal  on  Sunday  the 
9th  of  December,  and  landed  at  Kingston  in  the  af- 
ternoon. In  our  walk  to  an  inn  we  passed  through 
the  principal  streets  where  most  of  the  merchants 
transact  their  business ;  I  was  much  disappointed 
in  the  appearance  of  them,  as  I  had  expected  to 
see  a  handsomely  built  town.  This  is  accounted 
for  by  almost  all  the  principal  merchants  having 
their  houses  in  the  country  at  a  short  distance 
from  Kingston,  from  which  they  come  in  the  mom- 
iog  to  their  store-houses,  and  return  home  in  the 
afternoon.  Next  day  wc  waited  on  Lieutcnant-Ge- 
neral  Sir  John  Kcanc,  who  commanded  the  troops  in 
the  Island,  and  during  our  stay  at  Kingston  we 
dined  several  times  with  him;  he  keeps  an  excellent 
table.  At  Kingston  I  met  with  an  old  friend, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Bowles  of  the  Guards,  who  held 
the  staff'  situation  of  As=istant  Adjutant-General- 
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^'  been  together  at  the  Military  Col- 

'ibe.     Two  or  three  days  after 

iiiissionera  received  an  invitation 

.  )uke  of  Manchester,  the  Governor 

iio  resides  at  Spanish  Town.     I  ac- 

Colonel   Bowles  there  in  his  tandem 

the  morning,  and  passed  a  very  pleasant 

We  were  shewn  after  dinner  a  fine  collection 

shells  belonging  to  the  Duke's  secretary  ;  many 

of  the  best  were  from  the  coast  on  the  Pacific.  The 

Duke  of  Manchester  is  very  popular  in  the  island 

of  Jamaica,  and  I  think  deservedly  so ;  he  is  of  a 

mild  disposition,  and  extremely  anxious  to  promote 

the  welfare  of  all  classes. 

At  this  time  there  was  a  good  deal  of  ferment  in 
the  minds  of  the  slaves,  and  many  of  the  gentle- 
men of  the  island  expected  there  would  be  a  ge- 
neral rising  of  them  on  Christmas  Day ;  in  con- 
aeqoence  of  this,  the  mUitia  were  put  on  duty, 
bat  no  disturbance  took  place.  It  appears  to  me 
that  much  has  been  done  by  the  Government  at 
home  in  the  last  five  and  twenty  years  to  meliorate 
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dw  cooditton  of  xbt  slaTn  in  our  colonics ;  but  I 
>  a  total  cinancipation  mtist  also  be  the 
,  «f  time,  and  TcquiTTs,  on  the  part  of  the 
Mtiiv.  much  caution  and  circumspection. 
At  W  M  1  vas  able  to  jud^  front  the  short  time  I 
IMS  ii  th*  West  Imlies,  the  slaves  i»ssess  many 
liM|»  tOBtfbrts  about  them  in  their  cottages,  and  are 
IK  pMWt*l>  1  belicx'c,  well  treated. 

'llh'  heat  of  Kingston  is  dreadful,  and  the  sitiia- 
lig«  irf  Winter's  Hotel,  where  we  resided,  low, 
Hikkdi  (1t>))nved  us  of  some  of  the  land  and  sea 
^HVMH'  'I'lic  former  come  on  in  the  evening,  and 
Ij^  hitcr  alKiut  nine  or  ten  in  the  morning.  The 
fJbvrutiuiielcr  in  the  shade  at  Kingston  is  generally 
Ijl^,  We  dined  one  day  with  Mr.  Wilson,  a  most 
MweUdik  merchsiit  at  Kingston,  wltorc  I  saw  (or 
^f  Ant  time,  on  his  tabic,  a  vegetable,  produced  on 
^  loji  of  the  vegetable-palm  tree,  which  grows  to 
««««l  height;  the  tree  is  cut  down  to  get  the  calv 
W(i|V  I  cnlled  at  a  watchmaker's  at  Kingston  one 
^ucoinit,  and  raw  a  good  assortment  of  preserved 
^ods,  and  inscctEi,  all  obtained  in  the 
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island  ;-^die  coUecdoii  was  far  sale.  I  Uicewise 
saw  in  his  yard,  alive,  two  alligators  and  a  crocodile, 
the  former  taken  in  a  river  in  the  iriand,  and  the 
latter  in  the  Nile.  The  crocodile  was  larger  than 
the  alligators,  had  a  fiercer  look,  aod  his  eyes  were 
dark,  whilst  those  of  the  alligator  were  of  a  seiu 
green^  I  pnrdiased  of  the  watchmaker  aa  ant-beaf 
quite  tame,  whidi  came  from  die  coast  of  Honduras*- 
Mr*  BuUodc,  the  naturalist,  had  been  residing  for 
some  time  at  Kingston,  collecting  fidi,  of  which 
there  were  a  great  variety  on  the  coast  round  the 
island. 

On  Christmas  Day,  Blue  Peter  was  hoisted  at 
the  foremast  of  die  frigate,  and,  after  taking  leave 
of  Sir  Laurence  Halstead,  his  lady  and  frmily,  we 
embarked  in  the  afternoon  on  board  the  Isis,  to  go 
to  Santa  Martha  on  die  coast  of  Columbia.  In 
going  in  a  boat  from  Kingston  to  the  Isis,  Jacko, 
the  ant-bear,  displayed  his  adroitness  in  catching 
fidi ;  for  several  mall  ones  having  leaped  into  the 
boat,  he  seized  them  in  a  moment,  and  devoured 
diem  greedily*     After  a  v^  rough  passage  the 


p 


13  thavsls  in  the 

Ibis  anchored  in  the  port  of  Santa  Martha  on  the 
30th  of  December,  to  the  great  satisfaction  of  all 
the  passengers. 

On  arriving  near  the  Spanish  Main,  the  view  of 
the  Cordillera  de  los  Andes,  at  the  back  of  Santa 
Martha,  is  grand  and  sublime,  some  of  the  moun- 
tains being  of  so  great  a  height  as  to  be  at  all  times 
covered  with  snow  toward  their  summit ;  their  base  is 
adorned  with  the  finest  trees  and  shrubs,  clothed 
with  perpetual  verdure.  Upon  the  frigate  coming 
to  an  anchor,  slie  saluted  the  Columbian  flag,  which 
was  returned  by  the  batteries  on  shore,  afler  some 
delay,  occasioned,  as  we  imagined,  by  the  scarcity 
of  ammunition.  As  there  is  no  inn  at  Santa  Mar- 
tha, we  were  at  first  rather  puzzled  where  to  lis  our 
quarters,  but,  fortunately  for  us,  Colonel  Campbell 
met  with  Mr.  Faribank,  an  American  merchant, 
residing  at  Santa  IVIartha,  who  very  politely  oflercd 
us  board  and  lodging  at  his  house  for  the  few  days 
we  should  remain  in  the  town,  until  we  could  pro- 
cure boats  to  convey  us  up  the  river  Magdalena. 
We  waited  on  Colonel  Saida,  the  Governor  of  the 
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place,  by  birth  a  Spaniard,  but  a  staunch  patriot, 
who  had  suffered   severely    in    the   independant 
cause.      The  Grovemor  received   us  with    great 
kindness,  and  requested  we  would  make  his  house 
our  head-quarters.  -  This  we  declined,  but  accepted 
an  invitation  to  dine  with  him  the  next  day.  Colonel 
Saida  had  formerly  served  against  the  Spaniards  in 
Mexico,  where  he  was  taken  prisoner,  and  sent  to 
Europe,  and  afterwards  confined  with  an  English 
colonel  in  the  Fortress  of  Cuita  on  the  coast  of 
Afirica.     From  the  dungeons  of  Cuita  they  libe- 
rated themselves  by  working  like  moles  for  seven 
months,  forming  a  subterraneous  passage  imder  the 
walls  of  the  fortress.    From  what  he  related  to  me, 
they  appeared  to  have  run  as  many  risks  and  as 
great  perils  as  Baron  Trenck,  but  their  courage, 
patience,  and  perseverance  were  at  last  crowned  with 
success.     However  their  escape  from  the  Fortress 
of  Cuita  was  only  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  im« 
placable  enemies  of  the  Spaniards,  the  Barbary 
Moors. — ^^  Incidit  in  Scyllam,  cupiens  vitare  Cha- 
rybdin.''   Here  Colonel  Saida  had  the  good  fortune 
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to  be  reletsed  from  boodi^  being  poraluMd  hf 
the  French  Consul  at  Tingicn  for  «  fev  sSk  iumi- 
kerchieft,  wh&i  he  hnmcdutdy  letanicd  to  SeoA 
America,  entered.  ib»  C<dumfaiai  service,  asA  Wat 
at  this  time  in  Uw  high  otimatioD  of  the  PmideBt 
Bulivar.  The  CtAmiA  powiwcd  nane  of  the  qoa- 
liQ-  of  the  Spaniard ;  "  toujoma  gai,  et  vive  b  baga;- 
tdle  "  apfwaied  to  be  hu  nottes  ^tfa  Bofteicnt  phi- 
kaophy  to  can  Htdt  aboat  tb»  i^  and  dewna  e# 
thisworid. 

The  Dext  day  Cd<mel  Suda  enmtained  ub 
with  a  most  abundant  dinner  dressed  acc(«iling  to 
tlif   SiMiiiisli   aiisiiii,   which   I   have   the  b;«l   I 
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world  smile  on  you;  but  still  tbey  are  pretty  in  sjnte 
of  their  teeth. 

No  town  has  su&red  more  during  the  sanguinary 
war  carried  on  between  Spain  and  her  ci-devant  co- 
lonies than  Santa  Martha,  as,  from  its  situation  so 
near  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande  or  River  Ma^ 
dalena,  with  whieh  it  communicates,  by  water, 
through  the  Cienagas,  each  hostile  party  was  equally 
anxious  to  retain  possession  of  the  place;  yet  there 
are  no  fortifications  round  the  town,  only  a  fort  or 
two  at  the  bottom  of  the  harbour,  and  a  small 
rock  fortified  with  a  barrack  which  commands  the 
entrance  of  the  port.  The  population  of  Santa 
Martha  has  diminished  considerably  since  the  com«» 
mencement  of  the  civil  war,  and,  at  the  time  we 
were  there^  I  was  informed  there  were  not  more 
than  three  thousand  inhabitants.  The  natives  of 
this,  place  had  all  along  been  remarkably  inimical 
to  the  cause  of  liberty,  consecpiently  many  of  the 
pnncipal  inhabitants  had  been  banished,  and  others 
sent  to  service  in  the  army  by  the  Columbian  go-: 
vernment. 
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I  lif< 


Genera!  MoriUo,  who  waa  living  in  llie  neigli- 
bourhoud,  gave  a  grand  fete  in  tlic  square  at  Santa 
Msrtlia  to  all  the  troops,  to  commemorate  the  li- 
beration of  the  country  from  the  Spanish  yoke. 
Each  soldier  had,  in  booths  fitted  up  for  the  oc- 
casion, a  Iwttle  of  St.  Julian  claret,  a  pound  of 
beef,  plenty  of  vegetables,  and  dulces,  of  which  all 
classes  are  passionately  fond.  The  General,  I  am 
told,  loves  a  fait  of  fun  dearly,  and,  to  gratify  his 
goiit  in  this  way,  he  turned  out  into  the  square  in 
the  dusk  of  the  evening,  unknown  to  the  soldiers 
anil  people,  a  young  bull,  who  went  prancing  and 
bellowing  into  the  midst  of  the  mob.  They  took  to 
their  heels  in  all  directions,  knocking  over,  in  tlicir 
flight,  tables,  forms,  glasses,  bottles,  and  each  other. 
The  uproar  and  confusion  beggared  all  description ; 
but,  fortunately,  the  joke  was  not  productive  of  any 
mischief  beyond  a  few  cuts,  broken  shins,  and 
bruises,  and  one  or  two  premature  accouchements. 

General  Morillo  is  descended  from  one  of  the 
most  distinguished  families  in  Caraccas.  In  early 
life  he  went  to  Old  Spain,  and  served  in  the  body- 
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guard  of  the  king.  On  his  retnm  to  his  natiTo 
country,  he  became  most  lealous  in  the  cause  finr 
establishing  the  independence  of  ihe  Spanish  co- 
lonies ;  and  during  the  desperate  struggle  between 
Spain  and  Columbia,  important  commands  had  beat 
entrusted  to  him  on  the  coast  of  the  Republic  He 
afterwards  commanded  at  the  siege  of  Carthagena» 
which  capitulated,  after  a  long  blockade,  to  the  yic^ 
torious  arms  of  Columbia.  The  general'^s  manners 
were  remarkably  polished ;  so  much  so  that  you  at 
once  perceived  he  had  lived  in  the  best  society.  He 
spoke  French  and  Italian  fluently,  and  En^^ish  to- 
lerably well,  although  he  was  generally  unwilling 
to  converse  with  the  English  in  their  own  language. 
The  talents  of  Greneral  Morillo  are  of  a  superior 
order,  and  in  his  miUtary  <q>erations  during  the 
war  he  had  displayed  much  foresight,  prudence,  de- 
cision, and  bravery.  But  some  of  the  authorities  at 
Bogotd,  when  I  was  there,  insinuated  that  the  go- 
vernment were  rather  afiraid  of  the  general,  as  he 
was  considered  a  restless  intriguant,  and  on  that  ac- 
count were  glad  to  keep  him  on  the  coast  at  a  dis« 
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an  the  bniimto  ammmmtm  tt  ikt  mkiAitm^  «r 
Sttttu  MwUm,  Mid  w  dl  A»  mob  «b  dw  «h« 
evcrr  ervBuf  j««hMrlte  wmaj gmt^  md.  M^ 

of  Cbe  houw  nccivt  itoaagMt  my-  kM|r,  iAh 
Umt  ftciiodiMdtttvaft  Hto^anwlMfca^ 

The  woBM  km  tmt  tjn  tui  mt  b  gaval 
wrilauNk>bttlti 

their  Mtth^era  dMn  if  Ac  jwag  i 
m7«d,  cwNcd,  w  I  iNm  Mtoe  k^lai,  ly  Anr 
conMBDihr  Mtu^  wed  duagi^  ^*"T  of  ^  »- 
habitaats  haTc  ui  inikBt  J« 
whidt  is  ligtiicd  up  in  tbr  ( 
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player  is  paid,  which  gives  the  owner  of  the  table 
an  advantage  of  two  pockets. 

The  currents  of  wind  arising  in  the  Andes,  which 
blow  from  the  s.e.  prevail  during  the  months  of  De- 
cember and  January  at  Santa  Martha,  and  while 
we  were  in  that  place  (which  is  built  on  a  sandy 
soil)  were  most  annoying  to  the  eyes ;  for  the  heat 
is  so  great,  that  the  houses  are  constructed  without 
windows.  A  south-easter  therefore  soon  fills  them 
with  a  fine  white  sand,  which  covers  all  ike  fumir 
tare ;  the  dishes  at  meals  also  partake  of  this  {Mr 
quant  addition.  This  misery,  added  to  those  of 
mosquitoes,  swarms  of  flies,  centipedes,  scorpions, 
and  occasionally  a  visit  firom  the  yellow-fever,  is  a 
great  drawback  firom  fixing  upon  Santa  Martha  as  a 
residence. 

Eventually,  Santa  Martha  must  become  a  place 
of  considerable  trade  and  traffic,  firom  its  advanta^ 
geous  situation  on  the  coast  of  the  Atlantic,  particu^ 
larly  if  the  intended  project  of  opening  a  water 
comiQunication  between  Carthagena  and  the  river 
Magdalena  should  not  succeed.   Music  and  dancing 
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Indians,  in  January,  1823,  and  they  retained  pos- 
session of  it  for  about  18  days.  Pugeal,  a  Spaniard, 
commanded  the  Indians  in  this  attack ;  he  was  after- 
wards taken  prisoner  by  the  patriots,  and  sent  to 
Lima  to  serve  as  a  common  soldier,  although  at  that 
time  above  sixty  years  of  age ;  he  had  been  formerly 
governor  of  the  department  of  the  king  of  Spain. 
The  Indians  plundered  every  house  in  the  town,  ex- 
cepting the  custom-house,  i|nd  the  store-houses  of 
one  or  two  rich  merchants,  which  were  kept  as  a 
bonne-bouche  for  the  Spanish  general  Morales,  then 
in  possession  of  the  fortress  of  Maracaibo.  At  the 
time  Santa  Martha  was  taken  by  the  Indians,  it  had 
for  its  defence  only  a  small  number  of  the  local  mi- 
litia, many  of  whom  were  very  lukewarm  in  the  cause 
of  independence.  While  we  were  there  the  garrison 
consisted  of  a  re^ment  of  infantry  of  the  province  of 
Antioquia,  commanded  by  Colonel  Rgstrapo,  brother 
of  the  Minister  of  the  Interiofr. 

On  Sunday  the  4th  of  January,  we  were  ready  to 
start  for  the  cienagas  or  lakes,  having  hired  of  Mr. 
Paribank  a  large  covered  boat,  and  a  large  canoe. 


93  TRAVELS    IN    THE 

to  convey  ug  and  our  bAgg^:e  to  the  town  of  Mom- 
pox,  and  having  laid  in  the  necessary  stock  of  bis- 
cuits, rum,  dried  salt-beef,  poultry,  chocolate,  kc 
By  the  bye,  I  recommend  to  all  trsvetlers  going 
up  the  river  Magdalcna,  not  to  foi^i  their  mos- 
quito curtains,  for  these  blood-mcking  insects  aie 
a  drcsdfiiV  annoyance  on  this  river,  aB  I  can  voudi 
from  (tenr-boiight  experience;  having  slept  two  or 
three  nights  without  mosquito  curtvns,  supposing 
at  that  time  tlial  the  bite  of  tliis  insect  in  Ani&. 
ricA,  was  not  more  venomous  than  that  of  the  mos- 
quito ill  the  Mediterranean.  The  bote,  or  bares, 
is  a  regidnrly  built  decked  vessel,  its  length  is  sixty- 
two  fisct  six  ineliOB,  eleven  feet  broad  ;  length  of  co- 
vered top,  seventeen  feet ;  complement  of  men,  one 
pilot  and  stecrfiman,  one  cook,  and  ten  men  to  pole. 
The  Urge  canoe  called  bongo,  is  made  of  a  tree 
hollowed  out  with  instruments ;  length,  forty-two 
feet ;  breadtb,  six  feet  two  inches :  complement  of 
men,  one  pilot,  one  cook,  and  five  men  with  poles. 
Mr.  ('odsul-gcneral  Henderson  arrived  at  Santa 
4rtha  with  Mrs.  Hcudereon  and  his  family,  but 
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tenuned  behind  for  want  of  boats,  All  our 
serv&DtB,  excepting  one  of  mine,  having  gone  with  our 
baggage  the  day  before  in  the  bongo  and  piragua 
by  sea,  to  enter  the  lakes  which  communicate  with 
the  rivei  Magdalena  nt  the  Quatro  Bocaa  (four 
moutbtt),  on  the  Sunday  afternoon,  the  governor, 
Colonel  Saida  (who  insisted  on  accompanying  us  to 
the  Indian  village  of  Guava,  about  two  leagues  irora 
Santa  Martha),  Colonel  Campbell,  Mr,  Cade,  and 
Mr.  M'Leland  (a  partner  of  Mr.  Faribank's),  my- 
self and  my  servant,  left  Santa  Martha  on  horseback, 
escorted  by  a  detachment  of  huzzars  and  lancers, 
for  the  large  Indian  village  La  Cervanos,  where 
we  were  to  meet  our  boata.  This  escort  was  ren- 
dered necessary,  as  6omc  of  the  neighbouring  In- 
dian tribes  were  still  in  arms.  Tlie  dress  of  these 
hussars  and  lancers  was  a  novel  sight  to  an  Eu- 
ropean ;  they  wore  helmets  covered  with  bear-skin, 
red  jackets,  white  trowsers,  but  no  boots ;  the  leg 
bare,  the  soles  of  the  feet  covered  with  sandAls,  and 
very  large  spurs.  Wc  were  opposed  diu-ing  the 
French  Revolution  in  179+,  to  wins-culotee,  but  I 
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icj  of  d3P»-*Mds  «)ack  «c  koqght  firaa 
SMti  llwtihi  fiir  apoftaliaa  to  Eorope, 
liTcn  on  our  vaj  to  Lt 
^  tnnlkn  in  die  New 
*»¥  ntha  aUnnM  on  being  told  by  the 
there  were  «lli^«tcn  on  »me  of  the  streams. 
iKt  poftctly  *»U,  keeping  my  ]^  uid  bieea 
tk*  teihif  riding  to  Brentford,  and  looking 
:,  expecting  every  minute  to  se^ 
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the  wide  jaws  of  these  voracious  monsters  appear 
aboye  the  water ;  but  afterwards,  in  ascending  the 
river  Magdalena,  we  were  familiariaed  to  the  sight 
of  alligators  of  a  monstrous  sixe,  though  I  must 
confess  I  never  had  the  honour  of  riding  on  the 
back  of  one  of  them  *,  nor  did  I  ever  feel  inclined 
to  do  so.  On  this  journey  I  was  particularly  well 
mounted,  through  the  kindness  of  Colcmel  Reen- 
boldt,  who  lent  me  a  fine  active  horse.  The  Colonel 
was  a  Hanoverian  by  birth,  and  had  formerly  been 
some  years  in  the  British  service ;  at  this  time  he 
commanded  a  remarkably  fine  battalion  called  the 
chasseurs  of  the  guard,  then  in  garrison  at  Cartha- 
gena.  He  was  now  on  his  way  from  Carthagena  to 
Maracaibo,  ^'  pour  fiure  Tamour^  to  a  pretty  girl, 
wh<Hn  he  afterwards  married:  to  get  at  this  fiur 
priie,  he  had  to  encounter  as  many  perils  and 
dangers  as  most  knights-errant  of  yore. 
.  To  reach  Maracaibo  by  land  from  Santa  Martha, 
it  is  necessary  to  pass  through  the  country  belong- 

*  See  Waterton's  **  Wanderings  in  South  America." 
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ing  to  a  powerful  tribe  of  independent  Indians 
called  the  Gcahiras,  who  possess  the  coast  a  few 
leagues  to  the  eastward  of  Santa  Martha,  toward 
Rio  de  la  Haclia,  and  who  allow  no  stranger  to  tra- 
verse their  territory,  without  immediately  com- 
mendng  hostilities.  Colonel  Kcenboldt  told  me  he 
had  a  futhful  guide  with  him,  and  that  their  plan 
was  to  travel  by  night  only,  and  in  the  day  to  re- 
main concealed  in  the  thick  gloom  of  the  forests, 
as  the  Indians  never  move  during  the  night,  but  are 
always  on  the  alert  at  day-break.  The  Colonel  ar- 
rived safely  at  Maracaibo, — "  omnia  vincit  amor," — 
and  received  the  reward  bo  justly  due  to  him  for  his 
constancy  and  courage. 

Colonel  Reenboldt  is  considered  one  of  the  best 
oiRceTS  in  the  Columbian  service,  and  had  distin- 
guished himself  at  the  head  of  his  fine  )>attitlion  of 
sharp-shooters  on  several  occasions,  particularly  in 
an  action  with  the  Indians  near  the  lakes,  in  Janu- 
ary 1^3,  when  General  Morillo  commanded  the 
Columbian  forces. 

As  I  before  stated,  the  Goahiras  Indians  are  in 
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possesnon  of  a  considerable  tract  of  coast  on  the 
Atlantic,  from  a  little  to  the  eastward  of  Santa 
Martha  to  Rio  de  la  Hacha,  and  to  Cqjoro,  in  the 
Gul]^  of  Maracaibo,  and  in  the  interior  it  also  ex- 
tends for  many  leagues.  It  appears  singular  that 
this  nMtkm  of  independent  Indians  should  never 
have  been  conquered  by  the  Spaniards,  surrounded, 
as  they  are,  on  all  sides  by  the  Creoles  who  inhabit 
the  provinces  now  forming  part  of  the  republic  of 
Columbia.  I  have  heard  that  it  was  the  policy  of 
the  Spaniards  to  allow  the  Groahiras  Indians  to  re* 
nuun  independent,  by  which  means  they  prevented 
the  inhabitants  of  some  of  their  provinces  firom 
having  any  communication  with  each  other ;  how^ 
ever  this  is  problematical. 

The  population  of  this  country  is  supposed  to 
be  forty  thousand,  and  can  send  into  the  field  four- 
teen thousand  men,  weU  armed  with  fire  arms,  spears, 
and  bows  and  arrows ;  the  arrows  are  poisoned. 
A  considerable  trade  is  carried  on  by  the  Goahinw 
nation  with  the  merchants  of  Jamaica,  and  they  ex« 
cliange  mules,  sheep,  pearls,  dyewood,  and  skins. 
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Av  run),  IffMitlv.  unintuitlion,  and  trinkete.  They 
«l«u  trud*  wilh  tht  to*o  «f  Uio  de  la  Hacha.  Their 
iNidqittNi,  ur  ohid^  arv  distinguished  by  a  warlike 
limd-ilnvM,  luado  of  the  aktn  itf  a  u^t,  with  the 
im'lh  livtxl  in  tWiii,  and  tht-  sl^io  adorned,  at  the  tup, 
with  t\w  icaxidy  fi-alhors  of  the  macaws  and  parrots. 
Thi^  (iTcwnl  guvemiunit  nf  Columbia  wishes  all 
Vfiwt'U  tn  trad«  with  the  Goahiras  Indians,  to  call 
rilhcr  at  Marai'ulnt  «tr  Rin  dr  la  Hacha,  to  obtain 
|HTntiMik>»  lo  land  lUt  the  cvast,  aiid  pay  a  small  duty 
u»  llivir  ftvi^hl,  a«  the  Culunibians  ar«  nut  in  pos- 
•cautm  of  the  cotmtn-.  1  should  not  think  the 
Jamaica  nirrchanis  will  readily  comply  with  this 
tmler  ut'tlio  Cdlumbian  government. 

We  arrived  at  La  t'crvanos  de  la  Cicnaga 
about  two  o'clock  in  the  morning,  much  fttigued ; 
we  were  in  had  training,  in  consc<]uence  of  having 
lieen  bo  long  cooped  up  on  board  ship.  That 
part  of  the  village  where  the  troops  were  stationed 
was  well  secured  with  temporary  fortifications  of 
Wtnh  palisades,  a  mud  wall  with  holes  in  it.  and  a 
Biix>de-tVi<tc,  to  prevent  the  garrison  being  sur- 
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priaed  l:^  the  Indiana,  who  bad  attacked  the  vill^e 
twice  in  the  course  of  the  last  year  or  two ;  and 
onee  carried  it  by  storm  in  a  most  determined  man- 
ner,  killing  the  greater  part  of  the  garrison. — The 
garrison  now  consisted  of  1 00  men,  of  the  battahoii 
of  Antiocha,  and  a  detachment  of  huzzars  and 
lancers.  The  village  at  this  time  contained  about 
2000  Indians,  but  it  had  decreased  more  than  one 
half  during  the  war,  from  the  number  of  men  they 
had  lost  in  supporting  the  cause  of  the  King  of 
Spain.  Ad  Indian  chief  had  been  taken  prisoner 
about  ten  days  before  we  arrived,  and  was  imme- 
diately shot,  as  no  quarter  was  given  either  party, 
and  I  was  told  by  the  officers  he  died  with  the 
greatest  sang-&oid. 

The  first  night  passed  at  La  Cervanos  was  most 
uncomfortable  i  having  neither  bed  nor  mosquito 
curtains,  we  were  completely  at  the  mercy  of  the 
mosquitoes,  which  abound  near  all  lakes  in  warm 
climates,  and  were  almost  devoured.  This  I  con- 
sidered  as  a  sort  of  seasoning  to  the  party — certainly 
a  ahaqi  one  to  my  young  secretary,  who  had  been 
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always  employed  in  the  Foreign  OfBce,  Downing 
Street,  but  who  bore  it  very  good  humouredly,— and 
a  prelude  to  one  of  the  comforts  we  were  to  ex- 
perience in  going  up  the  river  Magdalena  to  Honda, 
about  800  miles.  Colonel  Campbell  and  myself, 
being  old  soldiers,  had  no  right  to  complain.  The 
commanding  officer  of  the  detachment  was  married, 
and  had  his  wife  with  him,  a  pretty  young  woman 
from  Carthagens.  He  gave  us  a  very  good  break- 
fast, after  the  fashion  of  the  country  ;  thick  choco- 
late, scraped  salt-beef  and  ^gs  fried,  together  with 
plantains  and  some  tropical  iruits.  AAer  the  repast 
we  rose,  and  lounging  about  the  fort  I  was  accosteti 
in  Enghsh,  to  my  great  surprise,  by  four  soldiers, 
who  had  been  several  years  in  the  Columbian  ser- 
vice, and  were  now  belonging  to  the  battalion  of 
Antioquia;  two  of  them  were  from  Ireland,  one 
from  High  Wycombe,  Itucks,  and  the  fourth  from 
Yorkshire.  That  the  three  former  should  be  serving 
in  South  America  was  not  wonderful,  but  that  a 
Yorkshireman  should  have  been  found  there  was 
rather  astonishing,      I   should  have  doubted  the 
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fdlow'*s  sfory  had  it  not  been  backed  by  a  strong 
Yorkshire  brogue.  These  men  compkuned  that 
they  had  often  a  belly-fiill  of  fighting,  but  not  so  of 
victuals,  and  that  the  goyemment  owed  them  a  con* 
sideraUe  sum  for  pay  and  arrears ;  could  they  have 
obtained  these,  they  would  have  quitted  the  Colunu 
bian  service  immediately,  having  by  this  time  a^ 
certained  that  campaigns  in  the  immense  plains  of 
South  America  are  no  joke. 

In  the  yard  of  the  commandant  I  saw  several 
EngUsh  game  cocks  fastened  by  the  leg,  with  a 
string  long  enough  to  give  them  a  small  ranga 
The  Columbians  are  particularly  fond  of  cock-fight- 
ing, and  carry  this  passion  to  such  a  height  that  I 
have  heard  of  bets  to  the  amount  of  30,000  dollars 
on  a  single  cock-fight.  In  my  subsequent  travels  I 
met  Indians  1500  miles  in  the  interior  of  the 
country  carrying  English  game  cocks  in  small  cages, 
on  their  backs,  over  the  mountains,  for  Columbian 
gentlemen.  The  cock  is  armed  with  English  steel 
spurs,  which  are  worth  three  dollars  a  pair.  A  new 
double  barrelled  gun  and  a  pocket  compass  of 
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Colonel  Campbell's  were    much  admired    by   the 
officcrs- 

Oii  Monday  Colonel  Csmpbell  and  myself  walked 
down  to  the  lake  with  our  guns;  we  killed  five  large 
birds  of  the  plover  species,  a  beautiiiil  ground  dove 
the  size  of  a  thrush,  and  a  kite  whose  plumage  was 
very  fine.  We  saw  a  great  variety  of  water  fowls, 
but  could  not  get  at  them,  the  sides  of  the  lake 
being  swampy.  Being  anxious  to  preserve  the 
ground  dove  for  BtufUng,  I  endeavoured  to  skin  it 
according  to  the  rules  of  the  art.  In  this  operation 
I  succeeded  tolerably  well,  although  much  annoyed 
by  sand-flies  and  mosquitoes,  but  having  no  small 
box  to  put  the  bird  in,  I  found  the  next  moniing 
hundreds  of  small  white  ants  feeding  on  the  skin, 
and  therefore  considered  my  endeavours  to  preserve 
the  skins  of  the  birds  hopeless.  We  admired,  ex- 
ceedingly, the  lakes,  whose  expanse  of  water  is 
chequered  with  well  wooded  islands,  and  whose 
banks  are  covered  with  the  mangrove,  which  grows 
to  the  height  of  seventy  or  eighty  feet.  In  the 
back-ground  you  sec,  towering  to  the  clouds,  a 
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branch  of  the  Andes,  which  runs  to  Santa  Martha, 
towards  the  Caraccas :  many  of  these  summits  are 
perpetually  covered  with  snow.  What  particularly 
strikes  the  senses  of  the  traveller  in  the  New  World 
is,  the  gigantic  state  of  Nature — mountains  of  im- 
measurable height,  plains,  forests,  rivers,  and  lakes, 
unbounded  in  extent  and  expanse ;  and  the  atten* 
tion  is  occupied  every  moment  with  something  new, 
in  the  colours,  shape,  and  appearance  of  the  birds, 
beasts,  insects,  trees,  and  shrubs  of  this  extraordi- 
nary country. 

As  the  mosquitoes  had  annoyed  us  so  much  the 
preceding  night,  we  resolved  to  retaliate  on  them 
the  next  evening,  by  arming  ourselves  with  cigars, 
the  smoke  of  which  proves  an  overmatch  for  these 
persevering  troublesome  insects.  Smoking  in  South 
America  has  also  another  strong  recommendation, 
in  keeping  off  intermittent  and  other  bad  fevers, 
which  often  arise  from  sleeping  near  savannahs,  and 
Urge  pools  of  stagnant  water.  I  attribute  to  this 
habit  of  smoking,  my  having  never  been  attacked 
l>y  fever  in  my  travds  in  South  America,  Sardinia, 
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Sicily,  or  with  the  army  in  Spain.  The  traveller 
should  never  proceed  on  Ihk  journey  early  in  the 
morning  without  a  schnapp  (small  glass  of  brandy, 
taken  by  the  German  soldiers),  or  a  dish  of  strong 
coffee,  without  milk,  and  a  few  cigars  in  his  pocket, 
which  can  be  generally  lighted  from  the  stumps  of 
burning  trees  in  the  wood. 

Our  boats  had  now  safely  passed  the  bar  on  enter- 
ing the  lake  from  the  Atlantic,  which  passage  is 
often  accompanied  with  danger  when  the  wind  sets 
in  strongly  from  the  sea,  and  sends  a  heavy  surf 
over  the  bar.  We  anchored  at  Tueblo  Viejo,  about 
two  miles  and  a  half  from  La  Cervanos  de  la  Cie- 
naga,  wlierc  I  saw  for  sale  the  large  black  wild 
wood-turkey,  good  for  the  table,  and  the  paujay,  or 
wild  hen,  of  the  shape  and  size  of  a  pheasant,  body 
black,  tail  fringed  with  white,  and  a  black  top-knot, 
the  flesh  of  which  is  likewise  considered  a  dainty. 
There  were  running  about  the  village  several  nasty 
looking  dogs,  without  hair,  about  the  size  of  a  spa- 
niel. It  might  certainly  be  a  great  comfort  to  the 
animal,  in  this  warm  climate,  to  be  without  his  coat. 
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but  his  d&habille  did  not  become  him.  A  sad  ac- 
cident had  just  occurred  on  board  one  of  the  small 
traders  that  carry  provisions  from  the  interior  down 
the  river  Magdalena,  across  the  Lakes  to  the  coast. 
Her  cargo  consisted  of  fat  hogs,  which  were  so 
closely  stowed,  and  had  so  little  air  below,  that  when 
they  arrived  at  Pueblo  Viejo,  two-thirds  of  the  poor 
{ngs  were  found  suffocated.  As  there  is  no  time  to 
]be  lost  when  the  thermometer  is  generally  between 
80^  and  90^,  we  found  the  owner,  and  one  or  two 
assistants,  on  shore,  cutting  up  and  salting  the  pork 
of  these  premature  sufferers,  for  the  inhabitants  of 
Santa  Martha ;  so  that  it  appears  that  the  inhabit- 
ants of  large  towns  in  America  consume  the  best 
and  the  worst,  as  the  inhabitants  of  our  own  im« 
mense  metropolis. 

Near  to  Pueblo  Viejo,  I  was  shewn  the  ground 
where  a  very  severe  action  had  been  fought  between 
the  Columbian  troops,  commanded  by  General  Ca- 
riguan,  now  Governor  of  Panama,  and  the  Indians, 
natives  of  these  two  villages,  and  a  few  Spaniards, 
in  1820,  under  General  Porrus,  a  Spaniard,  the 
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nets,  which  appeared  to  me  exactly  like  our  casting- 
Bets,  and  they  threw  them  nearly  in  the  same  man- 
ner. I  purchased  in  this  Tillage  two  toucans,  in  a 
large  bamboo  cage,  for  two  dollars  and  two  rials ; 
they  were  fine  young  birds.  The  toucan  abounds  in 
the  province  of  Santa  Martha  and  Carthagena,  toward 
the  coast,  but  I  never  saw  them  in  the  interior  of  Co^ 
lumbia*  It  is  generally  supposed  the  toucan  lives  on 
fruits,  seeds,  &c.  and  is  not  carnivorous,  but  a  bird- 
seller  in  London  assured  me  he  had  one  alive  for 
nearly  a  year  and  a  half,  which  he  allowed  to  hop 
about  his  shop,  till  he  found  he  had  devoured  a 
piping  bulfinch,  which  had  escaped  from  his  cage, 
and  from  that  time  he  frequently  fed  him  upon  dead 
birds. 

Mr.  M^Leland  having  purchased  some  additional 
stores  for  us^  we  took  leave  of  him,  and  embarked 
in  our  boats  on  Tuesday,  Jan.  6th.  At  this  time, 
two  o'clock,  P.M.  the  thermometer  was  87**  in  the 
shade.  In  passing  near  the  Quatro  Bocas,  we  saw 
four  alligators,  the  first  we  had  seen;  Colonel 
Campbell  shot  at  a  large  one,  with  swan  shot,  but 


their  scales  are  so  hard,  covering  each  other,  that 
the  pellet  had  iiot  the  slightest  chance  of  penetrat- 
iDg  into  the  flesh.  I  was  surprised  at  seeing  alli- 
gators at  this  part  of  the  Lake,  as  the  water  was 
brackish,  and  I  had  previously  supposed  they  were 
found  only  in  fresh  water  rivers  and  lakes.  Soon 
after  this,  we  were  much  alarmed  hy  one  of  tlie  In- 
dians jumping  overboard  after  a  pole  that  he  had 
dropped,  and  expected  every  moment  to  see  the 
poor  fellow  seized  by  an  alligator ;  but  he  soon  ob- 
tained his  object,  and  got  on  board  again.  I  ima- 
gine the  noise  the  Indians  and  Negroes  make  by 
singing,  and  the  splashing  of  the  long  poles  in  the 
water,  alarm  the  alligators,  and  keep  them  away 
from  the  boats.  An  hour  or  two  after  this,  my  fa- 
vourite pointer,  Don,  tumbled  overboard,  and  I 
gave  him  up  as  lost;  but  by  the  exertions  of  one  of 
the  negroes,  to  whom  I  promised  a  dollar,  Don  was 
restored  to  me,  and  is  now  alive  and  well  in  Eng- 
land. We  found  Jacko,  the  ant-bear,  which  I  pur- 
chased in  Jamuca,  most  useful  in  the  boat,  in  kill- 
ing cockroaches,  white  ants,  spiders,  Sue.     These 


L 


PROVINCES   OF    COLUMBIA.  39 

insects  incessantly  attack  your  provisions,  and  arc 
particularly  troublesome.  Unluckily  Jacko  had  an 
aversion  from  all  the  canine  race ;  consequently  per* 
petual  war  was  waged  between  him  and  Don,  which 
at  last  proved  fatal  to  Jacko,  as  I  was  obliged  to 
have  him  killed,  although  with  great  regret.  Soon 
after  my  arrival  at  Bogota,  he  had  nearly  terminat- 
ed Don^s  career,  by  a  desperate  bite  in  the  neck. 
I  have  read  in  some  authors  that  the  ant-bear  has 
so  teeth ;  my  old  pointer  would  tell  them  a  different 
^ry — ^they  bite  as  sharp  as  a  badger,  and  their 
feet  are  armed  with  long  strong  claws. 

We  had  little  or  no  wind  for  sailing.  I  heard 
our  black,  copper,  and  swarthy  coloured  men  sup- 
pUcating  St.  Juan  for  a  favourable  breeze.  The 
lakes  have  seldom  more  than  twenty  feet  depth  of 
water,  and  on  an  average  six  or  seven  feet.  Our 
longest  boat  drew  about  two  feet  and  a  half  water, 
and  the  smallest,  one  and  a  half  We  dined  at 
six,  on  the  cubi,  or  round  deck,  of  the  large  boat, 
and  drank  the  health  of  all  our  friends  in  Eng- 
land, in  a  bottle  of  St.  Julien  claret,  and  came 


40  TBAVEL8    IN    THE 

to  anchor  about  seven,  at  a  place  called  Menciado, 
by  fixing  long  poles  in  the  mud,  and  fastening 
the  boats  to  them.  Fine  breezes  at  night,  which 
kept  off  the  mosquitoes,  and  we  slept  soundly  on 
the  deck,  after  Iisviug  been  so  worried  for  two  nights 
on  shore.  The  bongo  did  not  come  up  until  sis  in 
tlie  morning,  and  the  patron,  who  proved  to  be  a 
sad  scoundrel,  was  reprimanded. 

On  the  7th,  at  seven  in  the  rooming,  we  entered 
the  Buca  Cafio  Grande,  not  more  than  twenty  yards 
in  width,  steering  w.  by  s.  We  were  then  going 
about  four  knots  an  hour.  Each  Negro  and  Indian 
had  a  glass  of  rum  early  in  the  morning ;  and  if 
you  add  to  tliat  a  few  cigars,  the  fellows  work  like 
galley-slaves  for  three  or  four  hours.  Cicero  might 
have  harangued  these  black  boatmen  without  mak- 
ing the  least  impression,  but  the  moment  they  see 
the  cigars  and  demijohn  of  rum,  their  eyes  sparkle, 
the  merry  song  is  soon  heard,  and  the  long  poles 
move  with  rapidity,  and  great  e.itactness.  They  are 
naked,  with  the  exception  of  a  piece  of  cloth  round 
the  waist,  and  a  straw  hat.     Colonel  Campbell  shot 
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8  beautiful  milk-white  heron  or  egret :  on  the  back 
of  this  bird  the  feathers  are  found  which  adorn  the 
heads  of  our  European  beauties.  We  saw  a  great 
variety  of  water-fowl,  such  as  sandpipers,  scarlet 
spoonbills,  an  excellent  bird,  flamingoes,  and  moor- 
hens, but  they  were  shy  of  the  boats.  On  passing 
the  Bc$ca  Cafio  Grande,  we  entered  another  lake, 
called  Redonda,  and  then  by  the  Boca  Sucia,  a 
muddy  channel,  in  the  morning.  Soon  after  this. 
Colonel  Campbell  saw  two  of  the  monas  coleradas, 
a  large  red  monkey,  which  makes  a  dreadful  howl- 
ing and  grumbling  during  the  night-time,  but  they 
were  not  within  shot.  The  wild  plantain  and  fig- 
tree  grow  on  the  borders  of  the  lakes,  and  the  flowers 
of  some  of  the  shrubs  and  creepers  were  of  a  most 
brilliant  and  beautiful  colour.  We  drank  some  of 
the  lake  water  this  afternoon-,  at  four,  and  found  it 
^te  fresh  ;  and  saw  a  large  bird,  called  by  the  In- 
dians tixerana,  or  scissor-tail.  We  entered  the 
lake  Cafio  Clarin  this  afternoon,  and  saw  a  great 
number  of  the  red  monkeys  on  the  trees,  but  none 
within  shot,  excepting  one  which  we  wounded ;  it 


t: 


■  f 


42  TRAVELS    IN   till! 

did  Dot  fall,  but  kept  hanging  by  the  tail  until  wc 
had  hit  him  six  times.  We  landed  with  much  dif- 
ficulty to  get  the  monkey,  when  I  expected  we 
should  have  been  devoured  by  the  mosquitoes,  niii- 
hons  of  which  were  buzzing  around  us :  on  skinning 
and  opening  the  monkey,  the  Indians  and  Negroes 
found  young  ones ;  but  notwithstanding,  I  heard 
they  had  cooked  this  delicate  morceau  for  supper : 
these  fellows  have  the  appetites  of  vultures,  and  the 
digestion  of  an  ostrich.  We  remained  for  the  niglil 
ut  the  Cafio  Abrito,  which  was  cool,  and  but  little 
infested  with  mosquitoes, 

Thursday,  fith,  wc  started  at  five  a.m.  from  the 
Cario  Abrito,  and  saw  in  the  morning  a  great  many 
large  green  parrots;  my  gun  missed  fire  several  times, 
but  I  killed  afterwards  a  blackbird  exactly  the  size 
and  shape  of  a  magpie,  with  a  long  tail,  high  co- 
loured eye,  and  ridge  on  the  upper  part  of  the  beak. 
Wc  entered  the  Csno  dc  Solidad  at  eight  a.m.  the 
thermometer  79°,  and  arrived  to  breakfast  at  the  Qua- 
tro  Docas.  At  the  sand-banks  of  the  Quatro  Boeas, 
we  found  a  family  encamped ;  they  had  been  there 
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some  days  waiting  for  a  fair  wind  to  pass  the  lakes 
of  Santa  Martha,  having  a  cargo  of  rice,  poultry, 
and  plantains.  A  pretty  mulatto  girl  of  seventeen 
was  one  of  the  party,  to  whom  I  observed  my  young 
secretary  particularly  attentive;  but  ignorance  of 
the  Spanish  language  was  a  serious  obstacle  to  love- 
making.  Here  we  had  to  perform  a  disagreeable 
operation  in  being  obliged  to  lighten  the  boats,  by  re- 
moving all  the  heavy  baggage,  and  pass  them  over  a 
sand-bank,  which  detained  us  some  hours;  and  there 
was  a  desperate  fight  between  Don  and  the  ant-bear, 
in  which  Don  got  a  bad  bite  in  the  tail,  which  was 
cured  by  one  of  the  Indians  putting  salt  and  to- 
bacco to  the  wound.  The  food  of  the  Indians  and 
Negroes  is  rice,  plantain,  and  salt-beef,  boiled  toge- 
ther. At  their  meals,  the  boatmen^s  broad  paddles, 
always  made  use  of  when  they  wish  to  cross  the 
river,  are  washed  and  placed  at  the  bottom  of  the 
champer,  towards  its  head ;  the  mess  is  then 
emptied,  and  divided  into  smaller  messes  for  the 
Jnen,  who  make  use  of  their  fingers.  Most  of  the 
Begona  have  long  cakes  of  sugar  which  serve  as  a 
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dessert.  This  day  Colonel  Campbell  killed  what  we 
supposed  at  the  time  a  large  wild  turkey,  but  we 
found  afterwards  that  it  was  the  Buytrc  de  la 
Cienaga,  or  vulture  of  the  lake.  This  bird  was  five 
feet  and  a  half  from  the  tip  of  each  wing,  legs  long, 
red  and  very  strong ;  plumage  on  the  back  and 
breast,  black  and  gray,  and  white  about  the  head, 
with  two  curved  spurs,  sharp  at  the  point,  about  an 
inch  long  in  the  first  joint  of  each  wing,  with  which 
they  strike  with  great  force.  The  Indians  having 
told  us  the  buytre  was  good  eating,  wc  had  it 
skinned  and  roasted  for  dinner  ;  there  is  no  account- 
ing for  taste,  for  I  must  say,  I  never  before  tasted 
any  thing  so  tough,  strong,  and  bad;  and  the  Colonel 
and  Mr.  Cade  having  agreed  with  me  in  the  same 
opinion,  this  proved  a  banyan  day  for  the  party. 
Just  before  we  got  to  the  river  Magdalena,  the 
boats  ran  aground,  which  obliged  us  to  remain  sta- 
tionary for  the  night.  We  had  not  taken  oil'  our 
clothes  since  we  embarked  at  Pueblo  Viejo,  nor  seen 
a  hut  or  man-being  excepting  the  family  before 
mentioned.     The  mosquitoes  and  sand-flics  proved 
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very  troublesome  this  night,  as  we  were  close  to  the 
shore.  I  saw  a  great  many  of  the  coquillo  de  candela 
about  at  night ;  they  give  a  light  like  the  glow- 
worm ;  they  are  also  called  lucema. 

On  Friday,  9th  January,  we  entered  the  Rio 
Grande  or  River  Magdalena,  a  river  of  the  first  class, 
even  in  South  America,  where  they  have  such 
mighty  streams.  The  Magdalena  appeared  to  me 
to  be  at  this  spot,  about  a  mile  and  a  half  in  breadth, 
and  the  water  very  muddy.  Some  gentle  slopes  of 
hills  to  the  s.w.  seven  or  eight  miles  off,  had  very 
much  the  appearance  of  the  Sussex  Downs.  These 
were  the  first  lands  we  had  seen  cultivated  with 
cotton,  maize,  chocolate,  and  sugar-cane,  since  we 
had  quitted  Pueblo  Viejo ;  they  lay  on  the  left  bank 
of  the  river  Magdalena,  and  in  these  parts  much  of 
the  fine  rich  soil  remains  uncultivated,  and  covered 
with  forests.  Higher  up  the  river  we  saw  some 
large  savannahs  with  a  great  number  of  horses  feed- 
ing on  them ;  in  this  neighbourhood  there  are  like- 
wise extensive  dairy  farms,  the  proprietoTS  of  which 
keep  each  two  or  three  himdred  milch  cows,  and 
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make  from  two  to  tlirce  arriibas  "  of  cheese  daily; 
a  great  part  of  which  is  sent  to  the  towns  of  Cartha- 
gena  and  Santa  Martha.  The  inhabitants  residing 
near  the  river  were  in  general  Creoles,  and  we  saw 
very  few  Indians  or  Negroes.  Fowls  arc  sold  here 
for  two  shillings  per  couple-  Colonel  Campbell 
killed  a  green  parrot  with  scarlet  feathers  in  the 
wings,  which  proved  to  be  fat  and  lender.  The 
Spaniards  blocked  up  the  Uocadorcs  de  la  Buega, 
which  is  the  narrow  water  between  the  river  Mag- 
(lalena  and  the  lakes,  to  prevent  the  Columbians  at- 
tacking Pueblo  Viejo  and  Santa  Martha ;  this  pas- 
sage was  forced,  and  the  obstacles  removed  by 
patriot  gun-boats. 

Towards  noon  we  arrived  at  the  large  village  of 
Solidad,  which  is  about  half  a  mile  from  the  Mag- 
dalena  on  its  left  bank,  and  communicates  with  the 
river  by  a  natural  cafio  or  canal.  We  were  kindly 
oifered  rooms  to  sleep  in  by  a  mulatto  tradesman, 
and  made  ourselves  comforlable  with  the  luxury  of 

*  All  ajriiha  is  Iwentv-fivc  poumls. 
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t  dean  shirt,  after  having  been  four  days  and  nights 
without  changing  our  clothes,  in  a  tropical  climate, 
thermometer  in  the  shade  at  three  p.m.  83^.  We 
had  a  distant  view  of  the  village  of  Boraquilla,  but 
deficiency  of  water  hindered  us  from  landing.  Our 
letters  of  introduction  were  sent  therefore  by  a  mes- 
senger  to  Mr.  Glenn,  a  respectable  English  roer- 
chant  residing  there.  We  saw  a  dead  alligator  lying 
on  its  back  on  the  banks  of  the  river ;  I  conceive  it 
must  have  been  fourteen  or  fifteen  feet  long,  and  on 
account  of  its  smell,  became  a  most  unpleasant 
neighbour.  The  banks  of  the  Magdalena  were 
beautiftil,  from  the  profusion  of  scarlet  and  lilac  co- 
loured flowers  of  the  convolvulus  kind,  with  which 
it  was  adorned. 

At  Solidad  we  met  a  black,  named  Louis  Bramar, 
who  had  for  three  years  played  the  kettle-dnun  in 
one  of  our  regiments  of  life-guards.  He  spoke 
English  very  well,  and  had  the  situation  of  shopman 
to  our  landlord.  We  found  him  very  useful,  and 
^ong  his  other  English  qualifications  and  accom- 
pKshments,  he  informed  us  he  had  learnt  the  art  of 
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making  egg-pnnch  in  our  counUy.  We  n 
of  bis  skill,  and  partook  of  some  of  thia  b 
the  erening,  which  we  finmd .  ao  ezodlenti  diat  we 
requested  Mr.  Louis  to  give  a  lenou  to  oar  cook, 
Edlc.  Here  we  nv  many  Imkmi  and  moles  idaeed 
in  large  flat  boats,  to  be  washed  all  orer ;  Uw  only 
grooming  these  animals  get,  which  howerer  ptora 
very  refreshing  after  a  joomey.  Hones,  mules,  and 
donkicB,  are  equally  food  of  the  pompkii) ;  their 
usual  food  is  maiae  or  Xndiap  com,  in  du  warm 
rouii(n(.>s.  Mr.  Glnm,  brother  to  the  merchant, 
rode  over  from  Boranquilla  to  see  ua ;  he  was  os  the 
half-pay  of  Alcuron's  regimenL 
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Inan  government  should  have  given  the  exdugive 
right  of  navigating  some  of  the  principal  rivers  and 
lakes,  viz.  the  Magdalena,  the  Oroonoko,  and  the 
lake  of  Maracaibo,  to  individuals ;  the  ci-devant  mo- 
ther country  is  a  striking  example  of  the  pernicious 
system  of  monopolies.     These  great  water  conunu- 
nications  should  have  been  open  to  the  whole  world) 
and  had  that  been  the  case,  I  am  sure  by  this  time, 
die  latter  end  of  1825,  several  steam-boats  would 
have  been  in  full  work  on  these  rivers  and  lakes. 
If  the  government  had  been  determined  to  give  en- 
comragement  to  monopolies,  which  are  always  disad- 
vantageous to  a  commercial  country,  it  would  have 
been  more  advisable  to  have  made  contracts  with 
respectable  companies,  who  possess  sufficient  capital 
to  remove  any  natural  obstacle  in  the  navigation  of 
the  rivers,  &c. ;  such  as  large  floating  masses  of 
timber,  shallows,  and  sand-banks.     The  Magdalena 
is  the  great  water  communication  to  the  provinces  of 
Santa  Martha,  Carthagena,  Antioquia,  Maroquita, 
and  Neyva,  and  conveys  boats  within  three  days^ 
journey  by  land  to  Bogotd,  the  capital  of  the  re- 

VOL.  I.  ^ 


80 


TRAVELS   IN  THK 


public.  I  leave  to  those  conversant  in  political 
economy,  to  judge  whether  thia  be  a  substantial 
reason  for  not  giving  any  exclusive  privileges. 

Having  laid  in  a  fresh  stock  of  dried  Hlirimpa, 
poultry,  sugar,  cliocolate,  orange-marnialade,  and 
some  strong  Catalan  wine,  trc  sailed  from  Solidad  on 
the  Saturday,  and  passed  the  villages  of  Savannah, 
Grande  Key  de  Mollino,  five  and  eight  leagues  from 
Solidad.  The  wild  cotton-tree  hanging  over  the 
hanks  of  the  river,  with  the  pods  full  of  cotton,  ripe 
and  bursting,  had  a  novel  and  pretty  appearance. 
We  also  observed  the  vanilla,  tlie  production  of  a 
creeping  plant,  entwining  itself  round  the  forest- 
trees,  which  had  a.  pleasing  effect ;  this  plant  thrives 
best  in  a  moist  t-oil,  and  a  good  deal  of  it  was  for- 
merly sent  to  Spain,  and  made  use  of  to  give  a  fla- 
vour to  the  chocolate.  The  number  of  creepers  se- 
parated and  hanging  from  tlie  lofty  trees,  have  a 
singular  etFect  in  these  large  forests,  and  sometimes 
at  a  distance  resemble  small  ropes  of  the  yards  of  a 
man-of-war :  and  I  have  frequently  found  them  so 
thick  and  interwoven  with  each  other,  as  to  he  to- 
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telly  impervious :  some  of  them  when  in  flower  are 
particularly  pleasing  to  the  eye.  A  great  many  of 
the  firuit  trees  are  well  adapted  for  inlaid  work,  and 
assume  a  variety  of  pleasing  colours,  when  properly 
polished.  I  saw  afterwards  at  Bogotd,  specimens  of 
caUnet  work,  as  furniture  in  the  houses  of  the  higher 
class,  which  quite  surprised  me,  the  different  coloured 
woods  being  inlaid  with  much  taste  and  highly  po- 
lished; but  the  Creoles  work  v^  slow,  and  pro- 
bably  a  handsome  toilette  with  drawers  would  not 
be  finished  in  less  than  a  year ;  and  then  you  must 
advance  the  money  to  the  cabinet-maker,  as  they 
have  no  capitaL  We  saw  the  skeleton  of  a  very 
Isrge  alligator,  and  Colonel  Campbell  shot  a  bird 
with  a  fine  plumage,  called  the  amarilla,  or  yellow- 
breast;  the  back  was  of  a  rich  chocolate  colour, 
hteBst  bright  yellow,  and  a  beautiftd  scarlet  tuft  on 
its  head,  about  the  size  of  a  black-bird ;  this  bird 
has  a  pleasing  note. 

The  river  in  this  part  had  considerably  dimi- 
iiished  in  breadth,  and  the  current  was  stronger. 
Some  of  the  cottages  on  the  banks  looked  rural  and 
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pretty,  being  shaded  by  the  hnge  eragNOi 
foliage  of  the  pahna  real  i«  royal  palm  tnsi 
towering  up  to  a  considetaUe  heifj^t  In  wnnl 
places  we  observed  a  atrrag  cucular  bamboo  finee, 
erected  on  the  margin  of  the  river  'to  protect  Uw 
inhabitants  fixnn  the  aUigatora,  which  i 
such  numbers  in  the  Magdalena.  Nol 
these  precautions,  they  now  and  then  contnTe  to 
carry  aS  a  pierson.  We  beard  at  Barranca  th«t  a 
young  mulatto  girl,  about  fourteen  year*  of  age,  bad 
been  seized  by  the  wrist,  while  in  the  act  of  filling 
her  pitcher  in  the  river,  and  carried  under  water  by 
one  of  tliese  creatures.     Whenever  tlie  alligatoTB 
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canoe,  out-sailed  the  brique  during  the  night,  and 
passed  a  sleepless  one  from  the  desperate  attacks  of 
the  difTerent  species  of  mosquitoes  which  infest  the 
banks  of  the  Magdalena.  About  three  in  the  morn- 
ing we  anchored  at  the  small  village  of  Ponto  Corvo, 
and  were  heartily  glad  to  escape,  on  shore,  our 
persecutors,  the  mosquitoes,  as  the  covered  part  of 
the  canoe  was  swarming  with  them.     Here  we  slept 
on  the  ground  for  three  or  four  hours  till  the  brique 
arrived,  and  we  found  that  Colonel  Campbell  had 
done  penance  during  the  night  as  weU  as  ourselves. 
I  purchased  a  fine  green  parrot  at  this  place  for 
three  dollars,  which  spoke  a  few  sentences  in  Spanish 
remarkably  plain,  ^nd  was  a  good  patriot,  as  was 
shewn  by  his  calling  out  ^^  Bolivar^,  and  constantly 
saying, "  Viva  la  Colombia"", "  Viva  la  patria  y  noda 
par  las  Espagnoles.*^  This  bird  I  brought  afterwards 
to  England,  and  he  died  in  the  winter  of  1825. 

This  day,  Sunday,  the  11th  of  January,  at  one 
o^clock,  we  passed  Piqua,  a  small  town  on  the  right 
bank  of  the  river,  and  saw  a  flock  of  the  gallinacio,  a 
small  black  vulture,  feeding  on  the  carcase  of  a  dead 
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alligator,  and  some  prodigiously  large  campaao  trees 
in  the  forests.  Near  the  village  of  the  Cure  de  San 
Antuuio,  ye  observed  large  rockti,  and  great  shoals 
of  small  fish,  which  were  frequently  jumping  out  of 
the  water; — we  conjectured  that  they  were  pursued 
by  alligators.  Mountains  were  visible  bearing  about 
s.w.  We  were  then  steering  due  s.  Thermome- 
ter in  the  shade  this  day  86".  Colonel  Campbell 
shot  a  dove-coloured  heron,  about  half  the  size  of 
the  heron  of  this  country,  with  bright  scarlet  round 
the  eye,  and  yellow  legs. 

There  are  several  islands  on  this  part  of  the  river, 
all  covered  with  lofty  trees  and  beautiful  shrubs, 
particularly  the  mimosa.  The  soil  appeared  un- 
commonly rich  and  fertile;  in  some  parts  fifteen 
feet  in  depth.  The  bejucio,  a  creeper,  grows  in 
these  forests,  which  is  so  strong  and  tough  that  the 
natives  use  it  to  fasten  together  the  rafters  of  their 
houses,  and  the  bamboos  for  the  covering  of  the 
champans,  or  long  Sat-bottomed  boats,  with  which 
they  navigate  the  Magdalcna  from  the  town  of 
Mompox  to  the  interior  provinces.     We  saw  seve- 
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nl  red  monkeys  in  the  trees,  and  a  pair  of  guaca- 
mayoe,  or  large  scarlet  macaws. 

We  slept  this  n^ht  at  the  large  village  of  Bar- 
ranca Nuera,  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Magdalena, 
at  the  house  of  the  postmaster,  which  was  the  best 
lodging  we  had  had  since  we  left  Mr.  Faribank^s 
bouse  at  Santa  Martha.  Barranca  Nueva  is  a 
thriving  place,  in  consequence  of  a  considerable  pro- 
portion of  produce  which  is  brought  down  the  Mag- 
dalena,  being  landed  here  and  carried  on  mules  to 
Carthagena ;  and  the  same  conveyance  takes  place 
from  Carthagena  to  Barranca,  of  dry  goods,  wines, 
&c.  which  are  landedfrom  Europe,  the  United  States, 
and  Jamaica.  There  is  a  natural  canal  between 
Carthagena  and  Barranca  for  flat-bottomed  boats 

dnring  the  rainy  season, — three  months.    An  engi- 

« 

neer  has  surveyed  the  ground  between  the  places, 
snd  it  is  expected  that  the  water  communication  will 
be  kept  open  the  whole  year  at  a  moderate  expense. 
The  grounds  were  cleared  for  some  distance  round 
this  village,  and  it  stands  high,  in  consequence  of 
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which  you  have  a  fine  view  of  the  Magdalena  above 
and  below  the  village. 

At  this  place  Mr.  Consul-General  Henderson 
had  the  misfortune  to  lose  his  son,  a  fine  youth  of 
seventeen,  about  three  weeks  after  we  left.  He  was 
bathing,  and  I  believe  it  was  never  well  ascertained 
whether  he  was  drowned  or  carried  off  by  an  alliga- 
tor. Only  a  man-servant  was  with  him  at  the  time, 
who  gave  a  very  confused  account  of  the  transac- 
tion, and  behaved,  I  understand,  in  a  dastardly 
manner  in  deserting  the  poor  young  man.  Opposite 
to  Barranca  Nueva  was  an  island,  which  appeared  a 
favourite  spot  with  the  red  monkeys,  from  the  great 
noise  they  made  there  all  night.  In  the  afternoon, 
the  postmaster  and  about  twenty  or  thirty  men  and 
women  mounted  on  horses  and  mules,  returned  from 
a  dance  they  had  been  attending  in  a  village  about 
two  leagues  off.  The  ladies  rode  astride  with  their 
petticoats  above  their  knees.  The  population  of 
Barranca  Nueva  consists  of  one  thousand  souls.  We 
all  enjoyed  a  refreshing  bath  in  the  evening  in  a 
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shallow  part  of  the  river,  having  a  servant  to  keep 
a  sharp  look-out  after  the  caymans  or  alligators. 
The  Carthagena  mail  gets  from  Barranca  Nucva  to 
Honda,  a  distance  of  about  800  miles,  in  fifteen  days. 
It  is  conveyed  in  a  light  long  canoe  with  four  men, 
which  is  propelled,  by  poles,  up  the  river  night  and 
day,  one  man  poling,  another  steering ;  and  thus 
they  relieve  each  other  every  six  hours. 

The  12th,  at  half-past  six,  a.m.  we  left  Barranca 
Nueva.  The  postmaster  had  received  a  letter,  that 
morning,  to  announce  that  two  members  of  Con- 
gress, sent  from  Panama,  would  be  at  Barranca 
Nueva  in  six  days,  and  desiring  that  twenty  horses 
and  mules  should  be  sent  to  Carthagena  for  the  con- 
veyance of  themselves,  suite,  and  baggage.  Just  as 
we  were  embarking  we  met  Colonel  Johnstone  and 
another  Irish  officer;  the  former  had  been  five  years 
in  the  Columbian  service,  and  had  fought  in  most 
of  the  general  actions  against  the  Spanish  general 
Morillo,  and  had  been  severely  wounded.  As  field- 
officer  in  the  battalion  of  Albions,  formed  of  British 
soldiers,  the  Colonel  had  retired  on  half-pay,  and 
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wu  on  his  way  to  Englimd.  Officers  retiring  from 
the  Columbian  service,  not  having  been  wounded, 
receive  one-third  of  their  pay.  Colonel  Todd,  the 
ci-devant  Charge  d'Afl'aires  from  the  United  States 
of  the  Uepublic  of  Columbia,  was  here,  going  back 
tu  Nortli  America,  but  we  did  not  see  him. 

Ab  we  were  gliding  up  the  river  with  a  nice  breeze, 
near  the  shore,  I  shot  a  guana,  four  feet  and  a  half 
long  from  noBc  to  tail,  of  the  lizard  kind.  The  pa,- 
tron  told  us  it  was  considered  a  delicacy  for  the  table, 
it  was  therefore  delivered  over  to  Edle,  the  cook,  to 
fricMee  for  dinner,  with  sauce  blanche,  and  we 
thought  it  excellent,  being  fat  and  as  white  as  a 
chicken.  Colonel  Campbell  and  myself  went  with 
our  guns  in  the  canoe,  as  it  drew  less  water,  and  shut 
three  large  scarlet  macaws.  We  landed  and  walked 
to  a  small  lake,  which  the  Indians  told  us  was  fre- 
quented by  wild  fowl.  On  our  way  we  saw  several 
of  the  large  black  wild  turkeys  in  the  trees ;  I  got 
a  shot  at  one,  and  woujided  it,  but  it  contrived  to 
get  away.  Colonel  Campbell  killed  on  the  lake, 
where  we  saw  great  variety  of  wild  fowl,  a  dun-co- 
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loured  curlew,  vith  a  curred  beak  five  incheft  in 
Ibi^^Iu  On  a  pole  by  the  aide  of  the  river,  was 
placed  a  tiger's  head,  that  appeared  to  have  been 
recently  killed,  hia  teeth  were  long  and  hirge,  and 
lit  had  a  moat  terrific  grin.  We  walked  to  a  cattle- 
pen,  which  was  strongly  fenced  in  with  large  bamboos 
to  prevent  the  wild  beasts  getting  at  the  stock.  In 
a  cottage  adjoining  we  found  a  woman  of  colour 
busily  employed  in  making  cheeses  of  milk  that  had 
not  been  skimmed ;  we  relished  exceedingly  a  draught 
sf  h^  whey,  as  we  had  found  it  intensely  hot,  walk* 
ing  through  places  where  the  air  is  excluded  by  the 
thick  foliage  of  the  trees  and  shrubs.  In  this  cot- 
tage we  saw  the  pica  or  Icmg  lance  with  which  they 
drive  the  bulls,  which  being  almost  wild  are  very 
fierce*  We  were  always  very  cautious  in  our 
i^orting  rambles  where  we  trod,  on  account  of  the 
nomerous  venomous  snakes  which  infi^st  the  woods 
and  marshy  places,  particularly  the  rattle-snakes  and 
the  aques,  whose  bite  very  soon  proves  mortal,  if 
yoa  do  not  apply  the  specific  used  by  the  natives  of 
^  country.     lu  some  of  the  trees,  we  observed 
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large- holes  cut  in  the  side,  which,  we  were  told,  had 
been  made  to  get  the  honey  and  wax  of  the  wild 
bees,  the  latter  commodity  being  very  profitable, 
where  so  many  shrines  and  altar-pieces  are  constantly 
lighted  up  in  the  towns  and  villages  to  the  Virgin 
and  whole  calendar  of  Saints. 

This  day  we  passed  the  village  of  Barranca  Vieja 
and  Yueel,  both  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river,  the 
hills  were  undulating,  and  the  forest  scenery  grand. 
Thermometer  in  the  shade  at  one  p.m.  87^,  and  at 
three  p.m.  89^*  An  Indian  jumped  overboard  for 
his  straw  hat,  which  he  got  without  accident; — 
these  men  swim  admirably.  A  large  raft  with  horses 
and  mules  passed  near  us  going  down  the  river ;  it 
was  surrounded  by  a  good  bamboo  fence.  We  saw 
a  great  many  scarlet  macaws,  they  are  always  in 
pairs,  and  sometimes  their  scarlet  heads  were  seen 
just  peeping  out  of  the  holes  in  trees,  in  which,  we 
were  told,  they  make  their  nests. 

We  remained  this  night  at  the  village  of  Yur- 
bertin,  and,  in  the  evening,  walked  to  the  square, 
where   we    found   groups  of  persons  of  different 
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shades  of  colour  playing  at  cards  at  small  low  tables, 
by  moonlight,  for  sweetmeats.  The  Negroes,  In- 
dians, Mulattoes,  Samboos,  and  Creoles  appeared  as 
interested  about  these  games  as  professed  gamblers 
throwing  for  thousands  at  a  London  gambling-house. 
We  were  surprised,  or  perhaps  rather  mortified,  to 
find  these  gamblers  took  but  little  notice  of  us.  The 
men  of  this  village  were  all  fishermen,  and  we  ob- 
served great  quantities  of  fish,  in  shape  and  colour 
like  roach,  weighing  two  or  three  pounds,  strung  on 
cords  to  dry  in  the  sun.  As  our  mosquito-curtains 
had  been  well  put  up  before  sunset,  we  bid  defiance 
to  these  blood-thirsty  insects,  who  might  be  heard 
outside,  by  their  whining  noise,  flying  in  all  direc- 
tions and  endeavouring  to  find  an  aperture  in  the 
curtains.  A  servant  should  be  ready  to  close  up  the 
curtains  instantly  when  you  creep  into  bed,  other- 
wise these  tormentors  get  in,  and  bite  and  serenade 
you  all  night.  I  hardly  know  any  thing  more  tor- 
menting than  the  bites  of  mosquitoes  in  a  tropical 
climate.  It  is  almost  impossible  to  refirain  firom 
scratching  the  place  bitten,  which  becomes  very  soon 
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a  sore,  and  sometimes  extremely  painful.  Tobacco 
steeped  in  rum  is  applied  by  the  natives  to  the  sores, 
and  I  found  it  abate  the  inflammation  considerably. 
We  took  our  departure  from  Yurbertin  at  day- 
light, and  saw  a  green  and  black  snake,  about  seven 
feet  in  length,  gliding  among  the  bushes  on  the  side 
of  the  river.  Before  we  could  get  our  guns,  he  was 
out  of  sight.  At  half  past  twelve,  p.m.  we  passed 
the  town  of  Tenerifie.  This  place  had  sufiered 
much  during  the  struggle  of  the  Columbians  for 
liberty.  The  church  and  best  houses  had  been 
burnt  down  by  the  patriots  in  1812,  as  the  inhabit- 
ants were  Godas  or  Goths,  a  term  applied  to  the 
Spaniards  from  being  descended  from  the  Goths. 
We  saw  in  a  canoe  a  large  fish,  called  a  bagre,  nearly 
three  feet  in  length,  with  large  dark  spots  on  the 
sides,  a  big  flat  head  and  wide  mouth,  small  eyes 
and  long  strong  whiskers.  The  bagr^  is  a  good  fish 
for  the  table,  and  its  flesh  eats  firm.  One  of  the  In- 
dians caught  a  small  water-tortoise.  Another  large 
alligator  lay  dead  on  the  sand-bank,  and  a  whole 
flight  of  vultures  were  feeding  on  him.    Among  the 
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nmnber  we  observed  two  of  the  species  called  the 
king  of  the  vultures.  It  is  said  that  the  common 
vulture  retires  from  his  prey,  like  an  obedient  sub- 
ject, and  looks  on  while  the  king  makes  hb  appear- 
ance. This  may  be  generally  the  case,  but  on  this 
occasion,  I  suppose,  the  spirit  of  republicanism  had 
extended  to  the  feathered  tribe,  and  the  sovereign 
was  no  longer  treated  with  the  same  respect,  for  the 
two  kings  and  all  their  subjects  were  feasting  together 
sans  ceremonie  and  as  jovially  as  King  Arthur  and 
his  knights.  We  saw  this  day,  for  the  first  time,  the 
cabeza  negra  black-head.  It  is  a  very  large  bird, 
standing  Aill  four  feet  in  height,  the  body  white, 
head  black,  and  neck  bright  scarlet.  It  was  so  shy 
that  we  could  never  get  within  shot.  We  also  saw 
flights  of  green  paroquets,  who  make  much  noise 
in  flying.  The  small  fish  were  in  such  shoals  in  the 
shallows,  that  the  canoe  appeared  to  cut  through 
them.  This  was  near  the  village  of  Plato ;  here 
we  counted  thirty  alligators,  swimming  within  two 
or  three  hundred  yards  of  our  boat;  in  general  their 
heads  only  appear  above  water.     The  Plato  was  a 
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remarkably  neit  pretty  village,  we  theK^m  reaolTed 
.to  take  up  our  quartets  there  for  the  ui^t. 

In  the  evening  we  rambled  aa  usual  abont  the 
village,  and  at  a  house  fell  in  with  two  Uad  bojs 
playing  on  violins,  a  girl  on  a  raaall  drum,  md  • 
mulatto-boy  on  a  triangle.  We  were  much  iuv> 
prised  to  hear  these  swarthy  mudcianB  pli^  nue 
waltzes  with  great  taste,  and  having  uxpreaatid  a 
wish  to  sec  some  dancing,  a  circle  was  soon  ftnued 
and  dancers  found.  My  young  Secretary  waltnd 
with  two  or  three  pretty  mulatto  girls,  and  some  of 
the  villagers  waltzed  away  for  an  hour  or  two.  It 
was  quite  pleasing  to  see   how   gtaceiully  young 
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the  dancersi  seemed  to  enjoy  the  novelty  of  the 
scene ;  perhaps  it  may  be  doubtful  whether  the  bril- 
liant assemblage  at  Almacks  ever  felt  the  cheerful- 
ness  of  these  unsophisticated  children  of  Nature. 
Rum  and  cakes  were  handed  round  between  the 
dances.  Thermometer  this  day,  three  p.m.  93^. 
As  we  were  leaving  Plato  early  in  the  morning,  a 
young  mulatto  girl  brought  Colonel  Campbell  a 
present  of  a  bowl  of  new  milk,  and  some  fruit. 
The  Colonel  had  chatted  with  her  the  preceding 
evening,  and  given  her  a  trifling  present ;  and  to 
show  her  gratitude  she  made  this  return. 

We  gave  a  passage  from  this  place  to  a  Samboo 
girl,  who  was  going  to  Mompox.  The  canoe  or 
piragua  in  which  she  went  down  the  river,  was 
upset  during  the  night,  by  coming  in  contact  with  a 
large  floating  tree ;  every  thing  was  lost :  the  girl 
and  crew  saved  their  lives  by  swimming  on  shore. 
This  young  damsel  appeared  to  bear  her  misfortune 
^th  a  great  deal  of  philosophy,  as  I  frequently 
heard  her  singing.  During  the  voyage,  I  shot  a 
heron,  measuring  five  feet  from  the  tip  of  one  wing 
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to  that  of  the  other.  We  saw  a  great  many  wild  ducks 
and  geese,  and  bright  green  lizards  on  the  banks  of 
the  river :  these  reptiles  are  remarkably  quick  and 
agile  in  their  movements.  The  natives  arc  fond  of 
dogs,  and  they  are  numerous  in  all  their  villages ; 
their  barking  in  the  night  keeps  at  a  distance  the 
jaquar  or  spotted  tiger,  the  red  leopard,  and  other 
beastB  of  prey.  I  was  told  that  canine  madness  was 
not  known  in  South  America.  The  water  of  the 
Magdalena  is  always  extremely  muddy.  We  passed 
the  village  of  Sombrone  on  the  left  bank  of  the 
river,  and  slept  at  St.  Tedro,  seven  Spanish 
leagues  from  Plato.  Thermometer  at  three  p.m.  in 
the  shade  92",  in  the  sun  112°.  We  fired  four  times 
this  day  at  alligators,  very  near  the  bongo,  with 
swan-shot,  and  certainly  struck  them,  as  they  sunk 
immediately,  and  we  saw  no  more  of  them ;  I 
should  conceive  that  one  of  Mr.  Staudenmeyer''s 
rifles  would,  at  a  moderat*  distance,  send  a  ball 
through  their  coats  of  mail.  We  slept  this  night 
at  Sitio  del  Dcmonio,  or  the  Devil's  Abode,  from 
the  swarms  of  his  imps,  in  the  shape  of  mosquitoes. 
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which  infest  this  fhce.     Started  at  sun-rise  the 
15th  of  January. 

This  morning  the  second  patron,  or  master  of 
the  canoe,  fell  overboard,  having  taken  more  than 
necessary  for  quenching  his  thirst ;  we  instantly 
a  large  cayman  or  alligator  make  towards  him ; 
hgr  splashing  the  long  poles  in  the  water,  and  the 
Indums  and  Negroes  making  a  tremendous  noise, 
we  finrtunately  kept  it  off  until  we  threw  a  rope  to 
the  patron,  and  got  him  safe  on  board;  the  alli- 
gator and  the  ducking  had  completely  sobered  the 
gentleman.  Colonel  Campbell  found  several  eggs 
of  the  cayman  recently  hatched.  The  navigation 
oF  the  river  was  now  very  tedious,  owing  to  the 
Bomber  of  large  trees  that  were  lying  in  the  water, 
which,'  by  narrowing  the  water-comrse,  formed 
strong  currents  and  eddies ;  and  as  the  wind  had 
fiuled,  the  crew  were  obliged  to  pole  up  among 
these  trees,  on  account  of  the  water  lying  too  deep 
in  other  parts  of  the  river.  Whilst  poUng,  and  in 
a  most  promise  perspiration,  they  drunk  large 
Oughts  of  water  without  feeling  any  bad  effects ; 
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tliis  may,  perhaps,  be  attributed  to  the  warmth  of 
the  water.  Several  flocks  of  wild  pigeons  and  some 
large  white  kites  were  aeeii  in  the  course  of  the  day. 
Thermometer  at  three  I'.M.  in  the  shade  93°.  In 
the  aflemoon  we  had  a  gentle  breeze  from  the 
s.w.  and  a  few  drops  of  rain,  the  first  we  had  felt 
since  we  had  put  pied  a  terre  on  the  continent  of 
South  America.  Head  quarters  for  the  night  at 
Pinto,  a  small  village  containing  300  souls.  The 
farmers  here  are  graziers,  some  of  them  having 
100  head  of  cattle.  We  called  in  the  evening  on 
the  second  alcalde  or  magistrate,  and  purchased  three 
tiger-skins  for  six  Spanish  dollars.  The  wearer  of 
one  of  them  had  carried  off  a  broad  mace  of  the  al- 
calde's some  time  before,  and  in  the  attack  with  this 
ferocious  animal,  three  of  his  best  dogs  were  killed. 
The  hunters  of  the  jaquars  sometimes  kill  them 
with  ball,  hut  generally  they  prefer  for  this  purpose 
a  lance  seven  feet  in  length,  with  a  broad  iron  head, 
sharp  at  the  point  and  sides.  The  alcalde  mention- 
ed that  our  large  tiger  had  swum  across  the  rjver, 
about  tlirce  months  before  at  day-light,  and  came 
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into  the  middle  of  the  village ;  the  dogs  gave  the 
alarm  by  their  incessant  barking,  when  he  turned 
out  with  his  slaves,  attacked  the  intruder,  and  killed 
him.  The  jaquars  and  caymans  are  mortal  ene- 
mies, and  the  former  wages  perpetual  war  against 
the  latter.  Whenever  the  tiger  surprises  the  alli- 
gator asleep  on  the  hot  sand-bank,  he  attacks  him 
under  the  tail,  which  is  soft  and  fat,  and  the  most 
vulnerable  part;  and  such  is  his  alarm,  he  will 
hardly  move  or  make  resistance :  but  if  the  alli- 
gator gets  his  enemy  into  the  water,  his  more  pe- 
culiar element,  then  the  tables  are  turned,  and  the 
tiger  is  generally  drowned  and  devoured;  being 
aware  of  this  inferiority,  when  he  has  to  cross 
a  river  he  sets  up  a  tremendous  howl  on  its 
bank  previously  to  entering  the  water,  with  the 
hope  of  scaring  the  alligator  to  a  distance.  There 
▼ere  a  great  many  tiger-cats  in  this  neighbourhood, 
▼bich  carry  off  small  pigs,  goats  and  poultry  ;  their 
spotted  skins  are  very  beautifiil  and  soft,  and  an 
ttticle  of  commerce  to  Europe.     A  fat  cow  was 
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modiino,  with  very  loDg  tails,  which  they  made  qae  of 
in  jumping  from  tree  to  tree,  with  surprising  acdvity. 
We  followed  them  for  some  time,  being  anxious  to 
examine  this  species,  but  failed  in  all  our  efforts  to 
get  a  shot.  We  remained  for  four  hours  in  these 
woods,  and  although  they  are  covered  with  deep 
▼erdure,  and  we  occasionally  found  an  un-sunned 
Indian  path,  yet  the  heat  was  intense  and  the  exer- 
cise of  walking  occasioned  great  fatigue.  We  fiUed 
our  bags  with  a  large  red  monkey,  with  a  beard  as 
long  and  rough  as  that  of  a  Capuchin  friar ;  two 
large  macaws,  one  scarlet,  and  the  other  bright  blue 
and  yellow  ;  two  green  paroquets ;  a  beautiful  snake- 
hawk,  so  called  because  he  kills  the  snakes,  with  a 
blade  ring  round  the  neck ;  an  oropsedulo ;  a  black- 
bird, the  size  of  a  thrush,  orange  feathers  on  the 
breast,  and  part  of  the  tail ;  a  large  heron ;  a  pato 
real,  or  royal  wild  duck ;  and  a  yellow  hawk  with 
hown  head.  This  we  considered  a  fine  day^s  sport. 
We  felt  some  remorse  for  having  killed  the  padre 
monkey ;  he  looked  up  at  us  in  a  reproachful  and 
pitMiil  manner,  as  much  as  to  say,  "  What  have  I 
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done  to  deserve  deathP"  and  while  dying,  his  long 
beard  gave  him  eomething  the  appearance  of  an  old 
man.  'We  saw  a  scarlet  spoonbill,  but  he  kept  out 
of  reach.  We  arrived  at  six  p.m.  at  Ilinconada,  a 
solitary  house,  both  of  us  quite  knocked  up  ;  having 
had  much  exercise  and  nothing  to  eat  since  six 
o^cIock  in  the  morning.  We  slept  here.  The 
master  of  the  house  was  a  Creole,  a  very  industrious 
man ;  he  had  three  years  before  got  a  grant  of  1000 
yards  along  tlic  bank  of  the  river,  and  as  much  as 
he  could  cultivate  in  the  rear,  paying  the  small 
tithes  to  the  clergy  of  ^Mompox.  During  this  time 
he  had  erected  a  sugar-house ;  a  neat  building,  in 
nice  order  :  and  his  plantations  of  sugar,  chocolate, 
and  plantains,  were  in  a  most  thriving  couditiun. 

On  Saturday,  the  17th  of  January,  we  arrived  at 
the  town  of  Mompox,  at  four  i-.m.  We  had  a  letter 
of  introduction  to  a  respectable  Columbian  mer- 
chant of  that  town,  of  the  name  of  Pino,  where  we 
exjwcted  to  hsvc  been  offered  lodging,  but  unfor- 
tunately Mr.  I'iuo  was  at  that  time  very  ill,  and 
could  not  receive   us.      We  then  called  on  Mr. 
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Lynch,  an  En^shman,  who  had  been  an  officer  in 
the  Columbian  service,  and  was  then  established  aa 
a  merchant  at  Mompox.     He  very  politely  oflered 
us  part  of  his  house,  which  we  gladly  accepted.    At 
this  town  it  is  necessary  to  get  another  description 
of  boats  with  flat  bottoms,  called  champans,  to  navi- 
gate the  Magdalena,  as  the  river  becomes  more 
shallow,  as  you  proceed  higher  up.     It  is  a  singular 
but  well  known  fact,  that  these  champans  are  ex- 
actly the  same  boats  in  shape  and  construction  as 
those  made  by  the  Indians,  or  Aborigines  of  the 
country,  for  the  navigation  of  the  river,  before  the 
conquest  of  them  by  the  Spaniards.      All  improve- 
ments of  means  of  transport  were  checked  by  the  old 
Spaniards;  since  it  was  evidently  the  policy  and 
great  object  of  the  court  of  Madrid,  that  the  dif- 
ferent provinces  of  these  extensive  colonies  in  the 
New  World  should  have  as  little  communication  as 
possible  with  each  other,  in  order  to  keep  them  in 
ignorance  of  their  strength  and  resources ;  therefore 
the  traveller  meets  with  numerous  obstacles  and  dif- 
kulties  in  navigating  the  rivers,  crossing  the  plains, 
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and  going  over  the  mountains  of  tliis  immense 
country.  I  trust  the  age  of  barbarism  is  ended  at 
last,  and  that,  ere  many  years  have  elapsed,  the  tra- 
veller and  merchaat  will  be  able  to  traverse  this  vast 
continent  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific  with  fa- 
cility. Nature  has  tontribuied  her  part  towards  the 
accomplishment  of  this  object ;  for  no  country  pos- 
BCBaea  such  fine  navigable  rivers  as  South  America. 
The  building  of  tlie  champans  costs  a  considerable 
sum  of  money  ;  for  a  large  one  they  pay  3000  dol- 
lars. They  build  a  great  many  at  Mompox.  Our 
boga-men  were  drunken  and  quarrelsome  ;  whilst  we 
were  here,  there  was  a  fight  between  them  with  their 
manchcttos,  or  long  knives,  in  which  ouc  of  them 
wag  killed  and  five  wounded.  There  was  no  in- 
quiry like  a  coroner's  inquest,  or  any  notice  taken  of 
the  aflair  by  the  civil  power.  Indeed  such  refractory 
fellows  as  the  boga-roen  of  Mompox  are  only  to  be 
kept  in  order  by  a  military  power,  which  punishes 
the  delinquent  without  delay.  We  did  not  meet 
with  much  gratitude  in  the  black  girl,  to  whom  we 
had  given  a  passage  from  Baranca  Nucva,  for  the 
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young  Ininey  endeftTOmed  to  chemt  my  oook  in  the 
Mle  of «  couple  of  himdxed  of  turtles^  mSh  whidi 
he  wished  to  hftTe  purchased.  The  turtles  lay 
their  eggB  mostly  in  this  month. 

Mompoz  was  and  still  b  a  great  emporium  tot 
trade,  but  like  mtwt  of  the  towns  in  the  republic 
of  Columbia,  has  suffered  much  by  the  recent  war. 
Its  centrical  and  adTantageous  situation  on  the 
banks  of  the  Magdalena,  between  Carthagena, 
Santa  Martha,  and  the  provinces  of  Antioquia, 
Mariquito,  and  Bogota,  must  at  all  times  ensure  it 
a  considerable  trade  in  the  transit  of  merchandise, 
and  the  produce  of  the  interior  provinces,  such  as 
cocoa.  Brazil-wood,  sugar,  coffee,  gold-dust,  pito 
(sort  of  strong  flax),  &c.  A  cargo  of  dye-wood, 
SSOlbs.,  is  worth  at  Mompox  eight  dollars,  and  the 
price  of  a  good  horse  is  200  dollars.  Mompox  has 
a  population  of  about  800  souls,  who  are  of  all  co- 
lours, but  the  majority  black  and  Samboos ;  and  the 
bogas,  or  crews,  of  the  champans  which  pole  up  the 
river — as  drunken  and  dissipated  a  set  of  fcUows  as 
any  under  the  sun — mostly  reside  at   this  town. 


76  TRAVELa    IN    THE 

There  is  a  civil  judge,  two  alcaldes,  a  military  go- 
vernor, of  the  rank  of  colonel,  and  a.  small  garriBon  of 
sixty  men,  whose  chief  employment  is  trying  to 
keep  the  bi^a-men  in  order.  There  is  a  manufac- 
tory here  for  gold  chains,  the  gold  is  brought  from 
the  province  of  Antioquia;  they  are  elegant  and 
pretty,  and  there  is  not  the  slightest  alloy  in  the 
metal.  Mompox  has  some  fine  churches,  and  scvcr 
ral  convents ;  the  latter  have  been  shut  up  by  th'e 
present  government,  and  their  inmates,  the  drones 
and  locusts  of  society,  set  at  liberty,  some  of  whom 
are  in  the  convents  at  Bogota,  which  retain  their 
property,  and  aiTord  an  asylum  to  tlic  old  friars  of 
the  provincial  convents  which  have  been  suppressed. 
The  liouses  in  the  principal  streets  are  good,  one 
story  in  height,  and  look  neat  and  clean,  from  being 
occasionally  whits-washed.  At  night  the  streets 
were  bghtcd  up  by  large  paper  lamps  :  an  order  for 
this  purpose  had  been  recently  given  by  the  govern- 
ment, in  consequence  of  an  attempt  having  been 
made  to  assasBinate  Mr.  Fmo.  There  Is  a  long 
quay  on  the  side  of  the  river,  and  a  wall  a  mile  and 
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a  half  in  length,  twenty  feet  high,  and  three  feet  in 
thickness,  as  a  protection  to  the  quay  and  town 
against  the  inundation  of  the  river  in  the  rainy  sea- 
son.    The  market  at  Mompox  is  good ;  you  get 
plenty  of  firesh  meat,  a  variety  of  fish,  fruit,  and 
vegetables;    the  grapes  and  pine-apples  are  very 
fine.     The  people  keep,  in  cages,  birds  called  tro- 
piale,  black  and  orange,  the  nightingales  of  this 
country ;  they  are  very  dear  when  they  sing  well. 
I  gave  sixteen  doUars  for  one,  but  its  note  was 
beautiful.     The  bird  died  afterwards  at  Bogota,  as 
the  climate  was  too  cold  for  it.     The  heat  is  great 
at  Mompox,  from  its .  low  situation  :  thermometer, 
22d  of  January,  two  o'^clock  p.m.  88^,  with  a  little 
air. 

Colonel  Rames  and  his  staff  dined  with  us  on 
the  20th ;  a  very  gentlemanly  man,  who  had  been 
ft  (^nsiderable  time  in  the  Columbian  service.  He 
▼ore  the  insignia  of  three  orders ;  among  them 
Aose  of  a  Libertador  de  Venezuela.  The  good 
Patriots  at  Mompox  had  made  considerable  re- 
stance    to  the    Spanish    general.   Morales,  who. 
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as  usual,  when  he  obtained  poeBesGion  of  the  pUce, 
shot  a  great  many  of  the  inhabitants.  The  fete 
of  St.  SebsHtitin  is  a  gay  day  here ;  wht-n  the  black 
and  mulatto  girls  amuse  themselves  by  throwing 
floLB  over  the  black  heads  of  the  negroes.  We 
drank  a  very  pleasant  cool  beverage  called  giracaco, 
made  of  the  juice  of  the  sugar-ciuic,  boiled  with 
water. 

On  the  23d,  I  rode  ont  with  my  secretary  to  a 
small  village  about  four  miles  from  Mompox  ;  here 
we  observed  a  curious  way  of  raising  cabbages, 
onions,  Stc-  A  frame-work  was  made  of  strong 
bamboos  five  feet  high  from  the  ground ;  on  Uiis  a 
compost  of  line  earth  and  a  small  quantity  of  ma- 
nure is  placed,  and  in  this  they  sow  the  cabbi^ 
and  onion  seed ;  the  plants  we  saw  were  large  and 
line,  and  the  raising  of  vegetables  in  this  way  has 
these  advantages,  that  neither  pigs'  nor  poultry  can 
get  St  them :  the  beds  are  watered  iu  the  morning  and 
evening.  Colonel  Campbell  met  with  Mr.  Man- 
ning, an  old  acquaintance,  here,  whom  he  had 
known  at  Barcelona  in  Spain,      Mr.   Manning  was 
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OD  his  return  to  Carthagena  fiom  Bogota,  where  he 
had  been  on  a  mercantile  speculation. 

Having  hired  two  ohampans  of  Mr.  Pino  and  a 
piragua,  or  small  canoe,  and  Mr.  Lynch  having 
prevailed  on  our  motley  crew  of  boga-men,  we  pur- 
posed leaving  Mompox  on  Friday  the  23d ;  but 
Mr.  Lynches  exertions  and  our  own  failed  in  col- 
lecting the  crew,  as  the  majority  of  them  were 
drunk  and  scattered  about  the  town.  It  is  a  bad 
custom  they  have  here  of  advancing  the  whole  of 
the  wages  to  the  boga-men  before  embarkation,  for 
like  our  English  sailors,  these  men  will  seldom 
leave  the  shore  as  long  as  they  have  a  real  to,  spend 
in  aquadient  (spirits)  and  chicka  (sort  of  strong 
cider).  Provisions  are  found  for  the  champan-men 
by  the  person  who  provides  the  crew,  and  are  dis- 
tiibnted  to  them  by  the  patron  or  captain  of  the 
diampan  every  day,  consisting  of  salt-beef,  plan^- 
ttins,  and  sometimes  rice.  These  are  cooked  in  the 
stem  of  the  vessel,  and  brought  to  them  in  a  large 
iron  pot ;  they  wash  their  paddles  and  lay  them  in 
the  bottom  of  the  boat  to  form  a  table,  when  the 
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mess  is  served  out  to  them,  which  they  ent  with 
their  fingers :  most  of  them  have  for  dessert  a  cake 
of  sugar.  Our  largest  charapau  was  about  sixty 
feet  in  length  by  seven  in  breadth,  two  feet  from 
the  water's  edge ;  the  height  of  the  convex  covering 
in  the  centre,  is  six  feet  six  inches ;  it  is  made  of 
bamboos,  strong  and  flexible,  covered  with  palm- 
leaves,  and  fastened  well  together  by  tough  twigs. 
The  complement  of  men  for  a  champan  of  this  size, 
is  the  patron,  a  pilot  who  steers  with  a  large  paddle 
at  the  stern,  and  twentj'-two  men,  who  all  use  poles 
twenty  feet  in  length ;  part  of  them  on  the  top  of 
the  covering,  and  the  remainder  in  the  bow  of  the 
champan :  the  pole  is  fixed  ag^nst  the  shoulder, 
which  becomes  in  consequence  hard  and  callous. 
The  bogas  lead  either  the  most  indolent  or  the 
most  laborious  life,  being  able  to  pole  up  a  champan 
against  the  tide,  from  six  in  the  morning  till  six  in 
the  evening,  under  a  tropical  sun,  allowing  an  hour 
and  a  half  for  breakfast  and  dinner.  In  the  opera- 
tion of  poling,  their  movements  are  sometimes  slow, 
sometimes  quick,  and  regulated  by  the  voice  of  one 
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or  two«of  the  men.  This  noise  is  at  first  unplea- 
Bant,  but  custom  soon  reconciles  you  to  it,  and  you 
think  no  more  of  it  than  a  miller  does  the  grinding 
of  his  milL  What  is  not  so  easily  passed  over,  is 
the  shaking  when  the  bogas  va^  the  monotony  of 
their  movements  by  a  sort  of  short  jump  or  dance, 
which  completely  puts  a  stop  to  reading  or  writing : 
they  frequently  throw  water  over  the  boat's  covering 
to  cool  it.  The  bogas,  from  their  exertions  and  con- 
stant walking  over  the  hot  decks,  are  subject  to  sore 
legs,  and  we  frequently  saw  in  the  villages  young 
men  disabled  by  this  sort  of  work,  and,  from  want 
of  proper  medical  advice,  remaining  a  burthen  to 
their  families.  I  think  the  passage  up  this  river, 
from  confinement  all  day  in  a  champan  with  the 
bogas,  the  intense  heat  of  the  climate,  the  swarms 
of  mosquitoes  of  different  sizes  and  sorts,  of  which 
there  nre  five,  and  sleeping  on  hot  sand-banks, 
is  as  bad  and  uncomfortable  a  pilgrimage  as  a  human 
being  can  well  have  to  perform.  This  being  the 
case,  the  traveller  can  have  but  one  object,  which  is 
^  shorten  the  penance  as  quickly  as  possible ;  for 
VOL.  I.  ^ 


three  nun  bnrdi  cf  niM,  Ml  tv»  « ikM  hniai 
eig»i.a»l  ^mg  lihehog/m»  mlmgmi^wmk 
writ,  two  or  dine  qgm  amdt^amati^mmf 
monung  and  enoiag.  The  poor  fiUnn  jnJ^  4». 
aerre  it ;  fiir  faSag  m  HaB^  hoHi  nd 


lull  an;  EmofMaa  iM  ■  fiw  (hTB. 

I  giTS  a  pM^ge  A 
<''«IiaiB  HqglMa,  anm 
tkr  ««^^ter-wiiia,  wlw  wm  en  the  half-pay  of  »  w. 
ywi«n«  of  Lancerg,  which  hadbeoitaiaediiiliidni 
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board)  got  on  shore,  and  two  or  three  bogas  went 
into  the  woods  after  him.  They  brought  him  back 
dead,  having  killed  him  with  their  manchettes,  a 
long  knife  which  they  always  carry  with  them,  hav- 
ing cut  at  him  as  he  was  going  up  a  tree.  On  our 
shooting  excursion  this  day,  we  saw  one  of  the  scar- 
let pelicans  in  a  situation  to  be  approached  near 
enough  to  be  shot,  by  going  round  considerably  and 
walking  through  some  high  hedges  and  long  grass, 
which  our  anxiety  to  get  the  bird  determined  us  to 
do.  As  we  were  creepmg  quietly  through  the  cover 
to  get  at  him,  we  heard  all  of  a  sudden  a  great  noise 
and  rustling  in  the  hedges,  and  at  once  concluded 
that  a  jaquar  or  tiger  had  sprung  up,  and  was  coming 
to  attack  us.  We  instantly  cocked  our  guns,  pre- 
pared to  make  as  good  a  defence  as  we  could,  but 
were  agreeably  disappointed  at  catching  a  glimpse 
of  a  wild  hare  that  rushed  past  us,  having  been  dis- 
turbed from  her  shady  retreat. 

We  got  six  leagues  up  the  river  this  day,  and 
ifept  on  a  sand-bank  opposite  the  village  of  Guama, 
which  is  on  the  right  of  the  Magdalena.     Swarms 

G   2 


84  TRAVELS    IN    THE 

of  mosquitoes  were  on  this  sand-banlc,  and  the  river 
full  of  alligators,  wlio  made  such  a  noise  all  night 
by  splashing  and  clashing  in  their  pursuit  after  the 
fish,  as  to  prevent  our  sleeping,  our  cots  heing  close 
to  the  river.  The  bogas  told  us  the  alligators  sel- 
dom came  out  of  the  water  at  night,  which  was 
agreeable  intelligence,  as  they  would  have  proved 
very  unwelcome  visitors. 

We  started  at  daylight,  six  a.m.  Tliermometer 
in  the  shade  "JB".  Colonel  Campbell  had  this  day 
the  luck  to  shoot  a  cabcza  negra,  which  we  had  been 
long  endeavouring  to  do.  The  bird  was  only  winged, 
and  we  had  considerable  trouble  in  catching  Iiini, 
as  he  appeared  to  run  nearly  as  quick  as  an  ostrich, 
and  made  a  determined  resistance  with  his  long  bill, 
when  one  of  the  bogas  overtook  him  in  a  shallow, 
and  knocked  Mm  down  with  his  long  pole.  This 
curious  bird  measured  ten  feet  from  one  tip  of  the 
wing  to  the  other,  and  six  feet  from  the  beak  to  the 
toe,  standing  five  feet  high,  no  feathers  on  the  neck, 
merely  a  rough  skin.  lie  walks  in  so  stately  a 
miiiaier  that  lie  has  acquired  the  name  of  "  el  capi- 
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tan"",  the  captaiii.  We  again  slept  on  a  sand-bank, 
and  the  wind  having  blown  up  the  mosquito-curtains, 
these  insects,  drew  our  blood  freely.  Off  at  daylight. 
My  left  leg  was  so  swollen  and  bad  from  the  bites 
of  the  tormentors  that  I  was  imable  to  accompany 
Colonel  CampbeU  m  his  shooting  excursion. 

Arrived  at  El  Pefion  about  ten  in  the  morning, 
where  we  remained  that  day  to  get  two  more  bogas, 
and  the  roof  of  the  piragua  repaired.  After  break- 
fitft  Colonel  Campbell  went  shooting,  and  brought 
home  a  pretty  small  monkey,  called  a  titti ;  back, 
light  gray ;  breast  and  belly,  chocolate  colour,  and 
the  face  without  hair,  of  a  pleasing  aspect;  a  water- 
rail,  with  bright  yellow  wings,  and  a  large  hawk  that 
had  been  for  some  time  the  terror  of  the  poultry  of 
the  village.  In  the  evening  an  old  Indian  woman 
brought  Colonel  Campbell  a  present  of  some  eggs 
for  the  service  he  had  done  in  killing  the  falcon,  and 
the  little  boys  danced  round  the  dead  bird  for  joy 
at  his  death.  Thermometer  in  shade  at  one  p.m. 
82®.  The  parents  were  very  particular  in  this  vil- 
lage to  make  their  children  say  their  prayers  three 
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tiroes  a-(lay ;  they  kneel  down  and  chsunt  them  in 
Spanish.  We  had  part  of  the  cabeza  negra  for 
dinner,  it  was  coarse  and  tough. 

In  the  evening,  a  religiuus  procession,  nith  six 
paper-lamps  on  poles,  a  cross,  and  a  daub  of  a  paint- 
ing, walked  round  the  church,  and  went  from  one 
end  of  the  village  to  the  other,  attended  by  about 
sixty  men,  women,  and  children,  an  old  Indian  at 
the  head,  chnunting  vespers.  The  old  Indian  told 
us  that  this  ceremony  was  performed  two  or  three 
times  a-wcek  to  keep  oS.'  evil  spirits.  We  had  a 
good  lodging  at  the  house  of  the  alcalde.  El  f  c- 
fion  belonged  during  the  Spanish  government  to  the 
King  of  Spain,  and  paid  him  an  annual  tribute  ;  it 
now  pays  something  less  to  the  present  government. 
Nearly  opposite  to  El  Pci'ion,  is  a  small  cai'io  or  cana), 
wliicli  communicates  with  a  lake  called  Sapctosa,  but 
is  only  navigable  for  canoes  when  the  river  is  in- 
creased by  the  periodical  rains.  We  were  told  that 
the  surface  of  this  lake  is  covered  with  wild  fowl. 

In  this  village  we  saw  the  guava  tree,  from  the 
fruit  of  which  the  jelly  of  thai  name  is  made,  and 


■  fruit  ot  wliich  il: 


a  great  desl  of  it  sent  to  Europe.  The  pl^s,  or 
sand-fly,  is  only  found  in  particular  parts  of  the 
Magdalcna,  and  these  little  gentlemen  perfonn  their 
bloud-sucking  operation  in  the  day-time.  March, 
April,  September,  and  October,  are  the  worst  months 
for  the  mosquitoes,  being  the  rainy  leason.  Ther- 
mometer at  two  r.H.  in  the  shade  90°. 

Left  El  PeBon  at  five  a.m.  There  were  large 
prickly  bamboos  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  with  sharp 
thorns  an  inch  and  a  half  in  length,  without  leaves, 
twenty  feet  from  the  ground.  Mr.  Cade  killed  a 
curious  bird,  apparently  of  tlie  liawk  species;  body, 
chocolate  colour;  tail,  eleven  iitches  long,  green  and 
fringed  with  white;  beak,  yellow;  and  eye,  fine  crim- 

BOD. 

Airivcd  at  five  p.m.  at  St.  Pedro,  and  left  it  at 
five  A,u.  We  purchased  some  capons  here  ibr  three 
reals  (one  shilUag  and  sixpence  each).  We  saw  lofty 
mountotDB  to  the  s.e.  nt  a  great  distance.  Ther- 
iDDmeter  at  twelve  in  the  shade  88°.  We  paiised 
Dp  the  Braquela  de  Morales,  a  short  cut,  not  nnvi- 
)5able  at  all  times  of  the  year.     Our  cook  had  suf- 


IIAVUI.fi    IN    THE 


fcrcd  in  the  legs  so  much  from  mosquitoes'  bites  and 
Eures,  that  we  feared  his  culinary  operationa  would 
necessarily  for  a  time  be  suspended.  To-day  we 
heard  a  new  species  of  monkey  chattering  in  the 
trees ;  lie  was  small,  of  a  light  dun,  and  dark  stripes 
on  the  body,  Two  patos  reals,  or  royal  wild  ducks, 
swam  across  this  arm  of  the  river,  with  a  young 
brood.  They  are  half  as  big  again  as  our  tame 
ducks,  and  the  alligators  never  molest  them.  The 
villages  on  the  banks  of  the  Mngdalena  arc  in  ge- 
neral very  clean,  far  superior  in  that  respect  to  those 
of  the  southern  countries  of  Europe,  and  we  always 
found  the  inhabitants  quiet  and  obliging  to  strangers. 
Wc  slept  this  night  on  a  sand-bank,  and,  in  a  few 
hours,  were  roused  from  our  slumbers  by  the  bogas, 
who  announced  the  near  approach  of  a,  thunder- 
storm. These  tidings  occasioned  a  general  scramble, 
in  order  to  get  ourselves  and  bedding  under  the 
toldo  of  the  champan,  the  storms  in  a  tropical  cli- 
mate being  much  more  tremendous  than  those  in 
Europe.  The  rain  falls  in  torrents,  the  lightning 
forked  and  vivid,  and  the  thunder  rolls  along  tlie 


distant  mountains  in  awful  sublimity.  From  the 
great  pain  in  my  left  leg,  I  passed  the  remainder  of 
the  night  very  uncomfortahly.  Off  at  day-break, 
though  we  experienced  delay  in  getting  the 
champan  afloat  which  had  got  i^round. 

We  arriTcd  at  three  p.m.  at  a  remarkably  neat 
pretty  village  called  Morales.  The  view  from  it 
was  fine  and  extensive,  bounded  by  a  range  of  high 
mountains,  finely  wooded  to  the  summits.  We 
took  up  our  quarters  at  the  house  of  a  widow,  who 
was  in  easy  circumstances  i  she  hod  two  very  pretty 
daughters,  the  eldest  had  been  married  about  a  year. 
Wc  thought  ourselves  in  high  luck  to  be  so  well 
received  by  the  widow.  Rose  at  four  a.u.  to  send 
our  beds  to  the  champans.  We  soon  began  to  sus- 
pect a  storm  was  gathering,  firom  the  gloomy  sulky 
looks  of  our  boatmen,  although  we  were  quite  in  the 
dark  as  to  what  hod  given  them  ojfence.  The  small 
champan  remained  behind  to  replace  two  sick  men 
and  one  absentee.  After  we  had  proceeded  a  short 
distance  in  the  large  champan,  our  patron  informed 
lis,  to  oiu'  great  surprise,  that  it  was  doubtful  whcu 


90  TBAVKLS    IK    TUE 

the  email  one  vould  follow ;  for  the  men  were  ex- 
tremely dissatisfied  at  not  having  rested  a  day  at 
Morales.  Under  these  circumstances  we  thought  it 
advisable  to  return  to  the  village.  At  this  decinon, 
I  thought  I  observed  the  oycs  of  my  young  secretary 
sparkle  with  pleasure,  and  from  subsequent  events 
was  convinced  I  was  not  wrong  in  my  conjecture. 
The  eldest  daughter  of  our  hostess  had  taken  a 
great  fancy  to  him,  and  made  him  a  present  of  two 
small  gold  rings  ;  and  he  seemed  to  find  her  society 
more  agreeable  than  the  dull  monotony  of  the 
cbam])an.  On  this  occasion  he  considered  himself 
a  "  gar^'on  de  bonne  fortune."  The  countenance 
of  the  youngest  gb-l  was  completely  that  of  a 
gipscy,  with  delicate  features,  black  eyes,  and  arch- 
neag  peculiar  to  those  wandering  tribes  ;  she  was  en- 
gaged to  be  married  to  a  smart  young  Crecde,  her 
couatn.  We  were  obliged  to  give  a  seveic  lecture 
to  oar  boatmen,  and  thoeaten  to  report  thera  to  the 
government  at  Bogota,  and  have  them  eent  aa  sol- 
diers to  Peru,  which  rather  alarmed  them.  We 
fjot  three  fresh  men,  in  lieu  of  two  sick  and  ouc  dc- 


verier,  to  whom  we  agreed  to  pay  tbirty-six  SpaDisli 
dollars.  The  population  of  Morales  was  UOO  souls. 
A  considerable  quantity  of  chocolate  is  seut  from 
this  place  to  Carthagena.  There  are  fiiie  rows  of 
the  palma  real  planted  along  the  bank  of  the  river, 
iu  front  of  Moralee,  and  a  great  many  about  the 
houses,  which  much  improve  the  appearance  rf  the 
village.  The  villages  are  always  surrounded  with 
wood,  and  their  plantations  of  sugar,  &c.  at  a  dis- 
tance, to  keep  them  from  the  pigs.  On  taking  leave 
of  the  old  lady  and  her  daughters,  the  latter  eaid  in 
Spanish,  "  Adios,  caballeros  vos,  se  olvidaren  en 
poco  tiempo  dc  las  pobres  muchachas  de  Morales, 
quaodo  vends  hon  conocido  las  belles  senoritas  de 
Bogota";  ''Farewell, gentlemen,  you  will  soon  foi^t 
the  poor  girls  of  Morales,  when  you  have  become 
acquainted  with  the  handsome  young  ladies  of  Bo- 
gota." I  believe  they  were  right  in  their  surmise, 
^^ugh  I  remarked  one  of  our  passengers  very 
iriste  during  the  day.  These  girls  were  certainly 
ibe  prettiest  we  had  met  with  since  our  arrival  in 
Columbia.      At  Morales  we  remarked  several  women 


and  one  man  with  a  goitre,  a  lai^e  swelling  in  the 
throat,  BuppoBed  to  proceed  from  drinking  the 
water  of  the  Magdalena.  We  left  Morales  on  the 
31st  of  January,  at  five  a.  m.  I  could  not  walk  to  the 
hoat  without  aBsistance,  froro  the  pain  in  my  teg. 
Thermometer  three  f-m.  in  the  ehode  92°,  and  in 
the  sun  116°. 

Arrived  at  Vadillo  at  sis  p.m. — a  hard  day's  work ; 
there  were  a  groat  many  people  standing  on  the 
banks  of  the  river  looking  at  the  champan  ;  and  on 
enquiry,  we  found  iJie  next  day,  Sunday,  was  the 
feast  of  Candalesia,  on  which  day  was  a  considerable 
fair.  This  feast  and  fair  is  attended  by  many  in- 
habitants of  the  town  of  Zimiti  in  the  province  of 
Cartbagena,  six  leagues  from  the  village  of  Vadillo, 
at  the  extremity  of  a  lake  communicating  with  the 
river  Magdalena.  In  the  neighbourhood  of  Zimiti, 
the  people  wash  the  earth  for  gold-dust,  and  pro- 
cure considerable  quantities,  which  is  sent  for  sale 
to  Mompoit.  In  the  evening  the  village  was  un- 
usually gay,  groups  here  and  there  of  men  and  wo- 
men in  their  holiday  clothes,  some  dancing,  others 
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playing  at  cards  for  sweetmeats.  We  here  saw  the 
N^ro  or  African  dance ;  the  music  consists  of  a 
small  drum,  and  three  girls  who  clap  their  hands 
exactly  in  time,  sometimes  fast,  sometimes  slow, 
who  join  in  a  chorus,  whilst  another  man,  an  impro- 
Tisatore,  sings  verses  extempore,  and  apparently 
with  much  readiness.  In  one  patriotic  song  we 
caught  these  words : 

Mueran  los  Espanoles  picaronos  Tiranos ; 
Yivan  los  Republicanos  Americanos !  * 

In  one  of  these  favourite  dances,  the  attitudes  and 
movements  are  very  lascivious.  It  is  danced  by  a 
man  and  woman,  and  at  the  beginning  of  the  dance 
the  lady  is  coy  and  shy,  and  runs  away  followed  by 
the  gentleman;  but  at  last  become  good  friends. 
This  is  a  more  voluptuous  dance  than  the  fandango 
in  Old  Spain.  Some  of  the  Zimitians  danced  par- 
ticularly well.  There  was  so  much  noise  with  the 
dancers  until  three  or  four  o'clock  in  the  morning, 


* 


Perish  the  miserable  Spanish  Tyrants, 
Long  live  the  American  Republicans  ! 


9* 
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that  we  could  not  get  much  sleep ;  and  we  were  sur- 
prised to  see  several  of  our  bogas,  who  had  been 
poling  the  champaiiB  in  the  sun  for  about  thirteen 
hours,  the  gayest  of  the  gay  in  the  dance.  The 
/imiti  women  wore  handsome  gold  chains  with 
crosses  round  their  necks,  and  very  large  pendant 
gold  ear-rings.  A  few  days  after  our  arrival  at  Va- 
dillo,  they  hod  kiUed  a  large  tiger  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, which  had  made  great  havoc  among  the 
cattle.  Champans  on  the  move  at  five  p.m.  Colonel 
Campbell  and  Mr.  Cade  went  in  the  piragua  to 
shoot,  and  killed  two  wild  turkeys,  several  brace  of 
snipes,  and  a  woodpecker  with  a  laige  scarlet  top- 
knot. Thermometer  at  two  p.m.  in  the  shade  88°. 
We  slept  for  a  night  on  the  sand-bank.  Alligators 
and  fish  became  much  scarcer.  Off  at  day-light. 
This  day  we  saw  at  a  great  distance  the  mountains 
of  the  Sierra  de  Simiterra,  in  the  province  of  An- 
tioquia :  they  appeared  to  be  of  vast  height. 

We  brought  up  for  the  night  at  seven  p.m.  at 
St.  Pablo.  Ne«T  this  were  steep  sand-banks, 
filled  with  holes,  in  which  small  martins  build  their 
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nests.  The  soil  here  is  not  so  rich  and  loamy,  but 
more  gravelly,  with  gentle  undulating  hills.  We 
left  one  of  our  bugas  at  this  place  who  was  taken  ill 
of  dysentery ;  I  gave  him  some  calomel  and  rhu- 
barb, from  the  physic  chest  I  had  taken  out  with 
me;  but  I  fear  my  practice  was  as  bad  as  Dr. 
Sangrado's,  for  the  poor  fellow  got  worse,  and  was 
unable  to  go  on.  OH' at  day-light.  On  some  of  the 
sand-banks  we  saw  a  great  variety  of  beautiful  but- 
terflies of  all  colours  and  sizes ;  we  did  not  trouble  our- 
selves to  catch  any, because  we  were  not  prepared  with 
boxes  or  small  drawers  to  put  them  in  :  and  if  they 
are  not  well  secured,  the  white-ant  devours  them. 

Slept  at  a  solitary  house,  in  a  (iiic  commanding 
situation,  surrounded  with  extensive  plantations  of 
chocolate  and  plantain  trees,  &:c.  The  owner  had 
lived  there  twelve  years.  The  cocoa-pods  on  the 
trees  resemble  the  small  rough  melon,  and  are  of  s 
dark  red  colour,  and  f\dl  of  small  i>ean8,  from  which 
dey  make  the  chocolate.  The  soil  on  the  banks  of 
the  Magdslena  is  pecuharly  favourable  for  the  cul- 
tivation of  the  cocoa-tree,  being  rich  and  moist.  In 
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front  of  the  house  %n  orange-tree  «u  growing,  vhich 
had  been  planted  seven  years.  It  was  ten  feet  in 
circumference.  My  legs  were  now  getting  better, 
and  I  was  able  to  bobble  about  with  a  couple  of 
sticks.  We  purchased  here  eleven  capons  for  thirty- 
three  reals,  and  a  curious  small  sling  with  hard  clay 
balls,  used  for  the  purpose  of  killing  the  macaws, 
parrots,  and  paroquets  when  they  make  their  attack 
on  the  cocoa  and  plantain  fruit.  Our  landlord  in- 
formed us  that  he  had  killed  a  lion  a  short  time  be- 
fore, but  I  have  since  ascertained  that  it  was  a  spe- 
cies of  leopard,  the  colour  of  a  lion,  but  consider- 
ably smaller,  and  with  a  tail  like  the  African  lion. 
This  man  was  staunch  in  the  independent  cause, 
and  had  made  a  present  to  the  patriot  army  of  a 
considerable  quantity  of  chocolate,  when  going  down 
the  At ngdalena  to  attack  the  Spanish  troops.  In 
our  passage  up  the  river  this  day,  the  head  of  the 
small  champan  went  through  our  toldo  with  great 
force,  close  by  Colonel  CampbeH's  side;  had  it 
struck  him,  the  blow  would  probably  have  fractiu^ 
two  or  throe  of  bis  ribs. 
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We  were  all  much  pleased  with  the  prowess  of 
Don,  my  pointer,  who  fairly  came  off  »ictoriouB  in  a 
fight  against  four  dogs  in  a  village,  each  as  large  as 
himself,  to  the  aBtonishment  of  the  boatmen.  A 
small  raft  of  trees  fastened  together  passed  us  im 
the  river ;  no  one  on  board.  The  bogas  frequently 
return  from  Honda  to  Mompox  on  these  rafte.  Not 
one  alligator  seen  the  whole  day.  We  slept  on  a 
smaD  island,  but  were  beaten  up  to  quarters  by  a 
thunderstorm,  and  retired  to  our  champsns ;  but  no 
mosquitoes  to  torment  ua.  We  were  much  amused 
by  the  monkeys,  who  were  playing  all  sorts  of  gam- 
bols in  the  trees,  hanging  by  their  tuls  whilst  the 
young  monkeys  clung  fast  to  the  backs  of  the  old 
ones.  We  likewise  observed  that  one  monkey  ge- 
nerally led  the  way,  followed  by  others,  with  flankers 
and  a  rear  guard.  Thermometer  at  two  f.m.  in  the 
shade  85°. 

We  remsined  for  the  night  of  the  7ih  of  February 
in  the  large  sandy  plain  called  Fenones  de  Barba- 
ras, where  a  battle  between  the  Spaniards  and  Pa- 
triots was  fought  on  the  29th  of  January,  1819,  in 


which  the  latter  gained  a  complete  victory.  Colonel 
Campbell  and  Mr.  Cade  walked  over  the  positions 
of  each  party  ;  I  was  unable  from  my  lameness  to  ac- 
company tliem.  The  forest  trees  were  particularly 
lofly  and  straight  near  this  part  of  the  river.  We 
dug  up  three  dozen  of  turtle's  eggs  out  of  the  sand, 
and  saw  a  great  many  pendulous  nests  of  the  birds 
called  oropcnduluras ;  their  structure  is  very  curious, 
and  they  hang  down  from  the  extremides  of  the 
branches,  having  a  small  hole  in  the  side.  This 
pendulous  construction  is  a  defence  against  the  mon- 
keys, who  are  fond  of  eggs  and  small  birds.  The 
oropendulum  is  gregarious.  The  trunks  of  the 
trees  on  which  these  birds  build  are  so  very  large, 
and  the  bark  so  remarkably  smooth,  having  no 
branches  nearer  the  ground  than  thirty  or  forty  feet, 
that  none  of  the  boatmen  could  clamber  up  to  cut 
off  a  branch,  and  let  a  nest  or  tiro  fall;  conse- 
quently my  curiosity  to  examine  their  internal  struc- 
ture was  disappointed.  The  oropendulum  is  a  black 
bird  with  an  orange-coloured  tail ;  some  of  them 
the  size  of  a  small  dove.     AVe  were  much  disturbed 
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in  the  night  by  the  howling  of  two  jaquars  or  tigers, 
which  were  at  no  great  distance;  but  some  htrge  fires 
made  them  shy  of  approaching  too  near. 

We  landed  on  Sunday,  the  8th,  at  the  village  of 
Saint  Bartolemi,  and  remained  there  one  day  to 
get  some  fresh  boatmen;  which  the  patron  suc- 
ceeded in  doing  by  paying  nine  dollars  per  man 
wages*  Thermometer  at  two  p.m.  in  the  shade  88°, 
and  when  placed  on  a  sand  floor  in  the  room  fell 
3*  in  ten  minutes.  We  paid  a  visit  to  an  old 
Franciscan  friar,  belonging  to  one  of  the  convents 
of  Bogoti.  He  told  us  he  had  entered  the  order  in 
1783;  and  was  chatty  and  communicative.  We 
sent  for  a  bottle  of  daret,.  and  made  the  old  padre 
drink  three  or  four  glasses;  and  notwithstanding 
his  wry  fiu^es,  which  made  our  host  smile  and  tip 
us  the  wink,  I  suspect  he  found  it  more  palat- 
able than  Adam'^s  ale,  and  had  probably  cracked 
many  a  bottle  in  his  time.  The  friar  was  residing 
tt  Saint  Bartolemi  on  account  of  his  health.  The 
haunt  of  an  alligator  eighteen  feet  long  was  near 
^  village ;  several  pigs  and  dogs  when  drinkii^ 
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by  the  river  had  been  carried  off  by  him,  and  the 
natives  were  exerting  their  ingenuity  to  kill  him, 
but  hitherto  he  had  baftled  all  their  attempts.  This 
alligator  was  pointed  out  to  us  in  the  act  of  attack- 
ing a  smaller  one  on  a  sand-bank,  which  he  drove 
into  the  river  at  double-quick  time.  I'eople  were 
cautious  in  approaching  that  part  of  the  river  under 
his  dominion. 

We  quitted  Saint  Bartolemi  at  five  a.m.  Ther- 
mometer Bt  thia  time  in  the  house  79"-  We  slept 
that  night  at  Sitio  dc  Guerepata,  on  the  iifth  bank 
of  the  Magdalena.  We  found  here  two  large 
champans,  just  arrived  from  Honda  in  two  days  and 
a  half.  This  news  exhilarated  us  exceedingly,  as 
we  saw  a  prospect  of  soon  terminating  our  hot  and 
tedious  passage  up  the  river,  The  champans  were 
laden  with  tobacco  and  cigars  from  Ambelina,  which 
is  situate  above  Honda,  and  where  there  is  a  to- 
bacco factory  belonging  to  the  government,  close  to 
the  river,  in  the  province  of  Mariquita.  Mr, 
M'Namara,  who  had  formerly  been  commissioner- 
general  to  General  Devereux's  division  in  the  Co- 
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lumbian  service,  had  purchased  a  large  quantity  of 
tobacco  on  speculation  to  send  to  Hembro,  and  this 
was  part  of  it.  The  tobacco  of  Ambelina  is  con- 
ridered  the  best  in  Columbia,  and  nearly  equal  to 
that  grown  in  the  island  of  Cuba.  The  price  was 
five  dollars  per  arroba  for  the  best,  the  inferior 
8old  at  three  dollars. 

» 

A  Columbian  lieutenant-colonel  and  major,  and 
a  young  Irishman,  were  passengers  in  the  champan. 
The  party  took  wine  with  us,  when  the  major  in- 
fonned  us  he  had  been  to  Bogotd,  to  be  tried  by  a 
general  court-martial,  on  a  charge  of  having  sold 
eighty  stand  of  arms  to  the  Spanish  general,  Morales; 
on  this  charge  he  had  been  honourably  acquitted. 
Om:  friend  Paddy  seemed  quite  at  home ;  he  had  a 
tremendous  brogue,  and  spoke  very  bad  Spanish  :  he 
was  perfectly  free  and  easy  with  his  military  fellow- 
passengers,  and  passed  himself  off  as  one  of  the 
partners  in  the  tobacco  speculation.  When  we  af- 
terwards met  Mr.  M^Namara  at  Honda,  and  told 
him  we  left  his  partner  well  on  our  way,  he  ap- 
peared quite  surprised ;  and  on  our.  explaining  to 
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him  our  rencontre  in  the  chatnpan,  lie  laughed 
heartily,  and  asBurcd  us  Paddy  was  only  his 
servant. 

Started  at  half  past  font  a.m.  Thermometer  at 
three  P.M.  in  shade  83°.  There  are  few  sand-banks 
or  islands  in  this  part  of  the  river,  and  the  pebbles 
are  large-  We  had  this  day  a  fine  breeze,  and  saw 
in  the  sand-bank  where  we  slept  the  fresh  impression 
of  a  jaquar's  foot,  and  heard  one  roar  in  the  night. 
We  found  here  an  alligator's  eg^,  which  was  blown 
by  one  of  the  boatmen  ;  this  I  adcrwards  sent  to 
England.  I  was  told  a  curious  history  of  the  alli- 
gator at  the  period  of  hatching  her  eggs ;  that  she 
devours  all  the  young  ones  which  do  not  run  into 
the  river,  the  immediate  use  of  their  Ic^a  being  the 
only  means  of  securing  any  maternal  affection. 

We  reached  Nare  this  evening,  and  the  alcalde 
got  us  an  unoccupied  house  for  our  quarters.  About 
a  mile  before  you  arrive  at  Narc,  there  is  a  consi- 
derable stream,  which  enters  the  Magdalena;  its 
course  is  through  the  moiuitains  and  by  the  town  of 
Rio  Negro.     Our  boatmen  gave  us  some  of  the  wa- 
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ter  in  their  calabashes ;  it  was  quite  clear,  and  much 
cooler  than  that  of  the  Magdalena.  This  river  is 
only  navigable  for  piraquas  two  days'*  voyage  irom  the 
Magdalena ;  the  cargoes  are  then  taken  out  of  the 
canoesy  and  carried  over  the  mountains,  on  the  backs 
of  men,  into  the  interior  of  the  province. 

I  was  told  here  that  an  alligator  had,  a  short  time 
since,  carried  off  a  woman  who  was  washing  on  the 
bank  of  the  river.  Her  husband  caught  the  cay- 
man with  a  long  hook,  baited  with  a  piece  of  raw 
flesh,  the  next  day,  and  found  part  of  the  body  of 
his  wife  in  the  inside.  Six  dogs  were  also  devoured 
by  this  monster.  Here  we  saw  for  the  first  time  a 
herd  of  goats,  a  sure  sign  that  we  were  getting  into 
a  mountainous  country. 

As  I  was  sitting  in  front  of  our  house  about  ten 
in  the  evening — all  in  bed  but  myself — thinking  of 
my  friends  in  England,  I  saw  a  man  on  the  roof  of 
the  next  house,  endeavouring  to  strike  something 
with  a  lance.  I  looked  up,  and  saw  a  large  monkey 
on  the  thatch.  This  person  told  me  that  Mr.  Jocko 
came  frequently  at  night  to  steal  the  poultry,  and 
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had  already  contrived  to  carry  off  several  fowls.  The 
monkey  nas  too  active  for  his  enemy,  and  escaped- 

On  the  12th  of  February  at  day-light  we  set  out 
from  Nare,  leaving  two  bogas  eick.  Saw  this  day  a 
large  champan  and  piraqua  coming  down  the  river. 
They  are  generally  kepi  in  its  centre,  the  crew  with 
one  of  their  long  poles  6xed  in  front,  paddling  down, 
and  singing  merry  songs.  This  mirth  might  be 
easily  accounted  for ;  the  bogas  were  returning  to 
their  families  at  Monipox,  and  the  navigation  down 
the  river,  with  its  current,  is  more  pastime  for  the 
boatmen. 

We  remained  for  the  night  at  a  small  island.  No 
allowance  of  rum  to  the  boatmen  this  morning,  as 
they  would  not  assist  our  servants  in  the  night  to 
get  our  beds  into  the  champans  in  the  midst  of  a 
heavy  thunder-storm.  Colonel  Campbell  was  now 
suffering  much  pain  from  a  large  boil  on  his  right 
arm.  Some  beautilul  butterHiea  were  caught,  but 
we  found  them  skeletons  next  morning.  The  white 
ants  would  be  very  usefid  in  preparing  skeletons. 
Thermometer  three  p.m.  in  shade  82°.     We  slept 
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on  a  sand-batik.  More  rain  fell.  The  rainy  season 
bad  just  commenced,  vhich  ill  suited  our  gipsey  en- 
campments. 

In  the  evening,  we  saw  on  an  island  some  hun- 
dreds of  parrots  and  paroquets,  which  came  to  roost  in 
some  low  wild  fig-trees,  all  in  pairs,  and  before  these 
birds  closed  their  eyes  for  the  night  they  made  dur- 
ing half  an  hour  as  much  noise  as  a  large  rookery. 
I  counted  thirty  pair  of  parrots  at  the  same  time  in 
the  ur.  Wc  had  been  much  annoyed  for  the  last 
two  or  three  days  with  plagas  or  sand-flies,  which 
torment  you  particularly  when  reading  or  writing. 
Passed  this  day  the  village  of  Buena  Vista  on  the 
left  bank  of  the  river.  The  scenery  was  beautiiul, 
from  the  diiferent  ranges  of  mountains,  some  of  their 
bases  coming  boldly  down  to  the  river,  covered 
with  umbrageous  evergreen  trees  ami  beautiful 
shrubs.  Thermometer  at  one  p.m.  in  the  shade  84°. 

We  remained  for  the  night  on  an  extensive  pebbly 
bank,  and  put  the  blankets  over  the  mosqitito-cur- 
tiiins  in  the  hopes  of  keeping  off  the  rain.  The 
l»gas  recommended  our  not  walking  in  the  adjoin- 
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ing  wood,  as  there  were  a  great  many  tigers  in  these 
parts.  We  had  now  most  days  more  or  less  rain. 
Slept  at  a  house  for  tlie  night  lately  built  by  Colonel 
Acosta.  There  were  here  several  cases,  filled  witli 
spades,  pickaxes,  6;c.  which  hatl  arrived  from  Car- 
thagena,  aa  a  new  road  was  proposed  through  a  vast 
extent  of  the  colonel's  property  from  this  place  to 
Guadias,  a  delightful,  large  village,  one  day's  journey 
from  Honda  on  the  road  to  Bogobi.  Here  also  the 
new  bodega,  or  custom-house  for  goods  going  to  Bo- 
gota, was  to  be  built,  and  should  the  new  road  be  car- 
ried into  execution,  it  will,  whea  finished,  save  two 
days'  navigation  up  the  Magdalena,  and  curtail 
the  distance  to  Bogota:  the  land-joumey  also  will 
be  shorter  from  this  place,  and  very  steep  moun- 
tains be  avoided-  Tliia  new  com mimi cation  was 
to  have  been  finished  in  ten  months,  but  I  suspect 
it  will  be  two  or  three  years  before  it  is  open  to  the 
public.  There  were  several  skins  of  wild  boars 
liangtng  round  the  room  which  had  been  lanced  by 
the  man  living  here,  who  told  me,  they  were  fre- 
quently seen  in  droves  of  one  or  two  hundred,  and 
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sometimes  did  great  mischief  to  the  Indian  corn, 
rice,  vegetables,  &c.  There  were  three  pendulous 
nests  of  the  oropendulum  close  to  the  house,  but  we 
could  not  get  up  the  tree,  as  it  was  full  twelye  feet 
m  girth,  above  forty  feet  without  a  branch,  and  as 
smooth  and  slippery  as  ice.  We  heard  here  a  small 
faiid,  called  the  bugio,  with  gray  plumage,  the  sise 
of  a  blackbird,  which  has  a  soft  melancholy  note, 
and  sings  the  whole  night.  We  left  this  house  at 
daylight. 

The  river  was  now  become  very  rapid  in  some 
places,  and  about  half  the  breadth  it  was  at  Mom- 
pox.  We  found  great  difficulty  in  getting  our 
champans  by  some  of  the  chorros  (or  whirlpools)  ; 
the  boatmen  were  obliged  to  go  on  shore  with 
ropes,  and  frequently  got  into  the  water.  The 
17th,  slept  on  a  small  island,  and  arrived  at  two 
P.M.  to  our  great  joy  and  delight  at  the  bodega,  a 
custom-house  of  Bogota,  situate  on  the  right  bank 
of  the  river.  Thermometer  at  one  p.m.  in  shade 
83**.  Mr.  M*Namara  called  on  us  this  day.  He 
was  residing  at  Honda,  endeavouring  to  procure 
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transport  for  the  remainder  of  the  tobacco  he  had 
purchased  of  the  Columbian  Government. 

I  shall  never  foi^et  the  delightftil  feehngs  and 
sensations  I  experienced  on  getting  up  early  the  first 
morning  of  our  arrival  at  the  bodega,  and  reflecting 
that  I  was  now  free  from  the  confinement  of  the  hot 
champan  for  twelve  hours  a-day,  with  the  bogas, 
mosquitoes,  and  all  sorts  of  disagreeable  smells.  I 
really  felt  like  a  bird  just  escaped  from  a  cage,  and 
hobbled  about  with  two  sticks,  my  heart  as  light  as 
a  feather,  listening  to  the  odd  noise  of  the  guacha- 
racho,  and  to  the  notes  of  a  variety  of  birds  a  mile 
higher  up: — the  name  of  guacharacho  is  given  to 
this  bird  from  a  supposed  similarity  in  sound  to 
its  peculiar  note.  It  is  about  the  size  of  our 
pheasant,  the  same  shape,  chocolate  colour  on  the 
breast  and  back,  the  latter  rather  darker,  neck  va- 
riegated with  white  feathers,  and  red  comb  on  the 
head ;— they  are  good  eating. 

If  the  novelty  of  the  scene  roused  our  attention, 
that  of  the  inhabitants  was  equally  excited  by  us 
and  our  accompaniments.  An  Indian  boy  was  much 
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pleased  with  b  lamp  belonging  to  Colonel  Campbell. 
The  light  was  reflected  from  three  pieces  of  plate- 
glass,  placed  at  obtuse  angles,  the  centre  piece  be- 
ing coloured.  And  our  maps  of  South  America 
were  wondeHully  admired  by  the  inhabitants  reaid- 
ing  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  as  we  pointed  out 
to  them  the  names  of  their  towns,  villages,  and 
provinces. 

We  went  on  Friday,  the  20th,  to  dine  with  Mr. 
M'Xamara,  and  met  at  his  tabic  one  of  the  princi- 
pal magistrates  of  the  district,  a  very  intelligent 
man,  with  three  or  four  more  public  officers.  The 
dinner  was  most  abundant,  and  we  drank  some  bum- 
per-toasts to  the  prosperity  and  future  friendship  of 
England  and  Columbia.  We  remained  for  the 
night  at  Mr.  M'Namara's. 

About  half  a  mile  higher  up  the  river  on  the  op- 
posite side,  stands  the  town  of  Honda,  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  which  are  some  fine  waterfalls.  These 
impetuous  cataracts  disturbed  the  silence  of  this 
station,  and  if  I  might  judge  from  the  birds  inces- 
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santly  straining  tlieir  throats,  the  feathered  tribe 
seemed  to  be  kept  in  constant  agitation  by  the  roar- 
ing of  the  waters.  Honda  appears  to  have  been  a 
considerable  town  before  a  great  part  of  it  was  de- 
stroyed by  the  earthquake  which  took  place  in  I8O7. 
Tlie  ehock  occurred  in  the  night,  and  about  500 
people  lost  their  lives  by  this  dreadful  catastrophe. 
The  principal  church  and  many  of  the  best  houses 
are  still  masses  of  ruins.  The  river  Gmii  enters 
the  Magdalena  at  Honda,  coming  from  the  interior 
of  the  province  of  Mariquita.  It  runs  over  a  black 
sand,  which  gives  the  water  a  dark  appearance,  al- 
though it  is  clear  and  well-tasted  ;  but  the  natives 
prefer  the  water  of  the  Magdalena,  after  letting  it 
stand  to  settle  in  their  patacas  or  pitchers.  A  long 
high  bridge  passes  over  the  river  Giuli,  and  connects 
the  town,  Honda  is  the  capital  of  the  province  of 
Mariquita,  which  extends  for  a  considerable  distance 
along  the  left  bank  of  the  river  Mi^dalena,  and  is 
separated  from  the  provmce  of  Antioquia  and  the 
valley  of   Cuica  by  s  considerable  ridge  of  the 
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Andes,  part  of  which  forms  the  famous  mountains 
of  Quindia,  which  I  afterwards  crossed  on  foot  in 
December,  1824. 

A  gentleman  gave  me  a  small  quantity  of  cinna- 
mon, which  had  been  gathered  from  trees  growing 
wild  in  this  province.     Until  now  I  was  not  aware 
Aat  this  valuable  spice  was  to  be  found  in  South 
America.     Here  I  saw  some  of  the  skins  of  the 
animal  which  the  natives  call  leon,  or  lion,  and  on 
inspection  was  fully  confirmed  in  the  opinion  that  it 
was  a  species  of  leopard.      The  waterfalls  above 
Hcmda  are  a  serious  obstacle  to  the  navigation  of 
the  river,  as  the  bogas  are  obliged  to  unload  the 
champans,  and  convey  the  cargoes  by  land  above 
the  falls.     The  champans  are  sometimes  lost  in  en- 
deavouring to  pass  these  waterfalls,  the  current  is 
to  rapid,  and  dashes  (torn  rock  to  rock  with  great 
fivce.  A  boat  had  shared  this  fate  about  two  months 
befcNie  our  arrival  at  the  Bodega.     A  native  of 
Honda  told  me  that  the  river  might  be  made  navi- 
gable with  safety  for  about  5000  dollars,  and  yet  it 
has  never  been  done.    The  people  at  Honda  are 
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much  afflicted  with  goitres  <or  svelled  throats),  and 

the  inhabitants  in  general  have  an  unhealthy  ap- 
pearance. One  cause  may  be,  that  the  place  is  ex- 
cessively hot,  being  surrounded  on  all  sides  with 
high  hills,  which  have  a  very  romantic  appearance, 
but,  from  excluding  the  air,  increase  the  heat. 
Thermometer  at  ten  at  night  82°.  The  population 
is  calculated  at  between  four  and  five  thousand 
souls. 

On  the  Friday,  we  had  a  grand  dinner  with  the 
governor  of  the  pro\-ince.  Colonel  Araya.  Olla 
podrida  was  the  first  dish,  followed  by  about  twenty 
others,  three  at  a  time,  till  I  was  nearly  suffocated 
with  the  luscious  odours.  The  dessert  was  excel- 
lent, and  a  few  bumpers  of  old  ?^Ialaga  wine  con- 
cluded the  feast.  One  of  the  persons  who  waited 
on  us  at  table  was  the  brother-in-law  of  the  Gover- 
nor. After  dinner  a  story  was  related  by  one  of  the 
guests,  which  reminded  me  of  a  part  of  Sinbad's  ad- 
ventures in  the  Arabian  Nights,  viz. :  "That  there 
was  ft  large  rock  of  loadstone  near  the  town  of  Ma- 
liquita,  and  that  when  travellers  or  muleteers  passed 
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within  a  certain  distance  of  it,  they  took  off  their 
spurs  and  the  bridles  from  their  mules,  to  prevent 
their  being  attracted.*"  I  certainly  saw  a  piece  of 
the  rock  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  M^Namara,  which 
had  the  qualities  of  the  loadstone. 

On  Sunday,  the  ^d,  the  Governor  and  his  lady 
paid  us  a  visit  at  the  bodega.  The  lady  who  was  of  a 
finr  complexion,  and  a  native  of  the  town  of  Cututa, 
had  accompanied  her  husband  in  some  of  his 
campaigns  against  the  Spaniards.  She  had  suffered 
great  hardships,  and  given  birth  to  a  child  in  a  canoe 
crossing  a  river,  while  endeavouring  to  escape  from 
Morillo's  troops. 

The  features  of  the  country  are  particularly  bold 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Honda,  some  of  the  rocks 
assuming  most  whimsical  shapes ;  the  granite 
mountains  in  the  rear  of  the  bodega  are  like  per- 
pendicular  walls  of  great  height.  There  are  four  or 
five  armed  men  to  protect  the  property  placed  in 
this  large  shed  called  the  custom-house. 

On  the  23d,  the  greater  part  of  our  mules  arrived 
from  Guardias,  which  were  to  convey  us  and  our 
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b^;age  to  Bogota,  and  we  were  employed  nearly 
the  wliole  day  in  making  the  necegsary  arrange- 
ments for  this  movement.  My  carriage  and  some 
of  the  largest  things  were  to  remain  behind  at  the 
bodega,  to  be  conveyed  over  the  mountains  on  the 
shoulders  of  Indians ;  it  was  to  be  taken  to 
pieces  and  carried  in  separate  parts.  Captain 
Hughes  and  my  English  groom  remained  at  the 
bodega  to  take  charge  of  the  heavy  baggage.  We 
Bct  off  about  seven  o'clock  on  Tuesday  morning,  and 
previous  to  our  departure,  saw  Mr.  M'Namara 
floating  down  the  river  with  a  cargo  of  tobacco  in  a 
large  champan  to  Santa  Klartha  ;  1  have  since  heard 
that  he  was  drowned  in  the  Magdalena:  his  son,  a 
fine  young  man,  in  the  Columbian  service,  had  been, 
a  short  time  before  this,  hanged  at  the  yard-arm 
of  a  Spanish  man-of-war  by  order  of  General  Mo- 
riUo,  for  having  answered  iii  a  spirited  manner  to 
some  reproaches  which  that  general  uttered  against 
him  for  serving  the  independent  caase.  This  man 
4S  a  sad  ferocious  character,  if  one  half  the  acts  of 
wanton  cruelty  be  true  which  have  been  related  of 
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iBm  by  Columbian  officers.  Morillo  was  cither  a 
ttatiYe  of  tbe  island  of  Puerto  Rico,  or  the  Canaries, 
ind  of  low  birth,  but  possessing  some  talent,  great 
activity,  and  much  perseverance. 

We  found  the  exercise  of  riding,  even  under  a  tro- 
fiJBal  sun,  most  agreeable,  after  the  champan  prisons, 
and  we  now  considered  all  our  toils  nearly  at  an  end, 
tUhongh  the  mule  path  was  tremendously  bad,  and 
generally  ran  along  theedge  of  steep  precipices.  Tra- 
vellera  soon  lose  their  fears  on  finding  what  extraordi- 
nary animals  the  mules  of  this  country  are.  They  are 
weO  trained  to  ascend  and  descend  these  mountains 
and  nigged  precipices.  As  they  proceed  they  fix 
iheir  small  feet  with  great  caution  and  firmness  in 
the  holes  made  in  the  path  by  constantly  passing 
and  repassing.  Their  exertions  in  going  up  wind- 
ing flights  of  steps,  or  descending,  are  quite 
surprising ;  they  seldom  trip,  and  your  only  security 
is  to  leave  the  bridle  loose  on  the  mulcts  neck,  and 
let  him  pick  his  own  path,  which  he  does  in  a 
niasterly  manner,  never  attempting  to  walk  straight, 
bat  always  following  the  winding  of  the  paths  most 
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patiently. 
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ft  he  had  wit 


A  good  mule  is  invaluable   in    this 
country. 

We  travelled  for  a  lea^e  or  two  close  to  the 
banks  of  the  Magdalcna,  but  over  hills  considerably 
elevated  above  it,  and  at  different  openings  ve  had 
fine  viewB  of  the  river  formed  into  eddies  and  foam- 
ing currents,  by  the  opposition  it  meets  with  from 
large  rocks.  On  turning  suddenly  to  the  eastward, 
we  travelled  a  league  and  a  half  along  the  bed  of  a 
small  river,  which  we  then  left,  and  ascending  a 
steep  hill,  arrived  at  a  sort  of  posada  (or  small 
public-house),  where  we  remained  to  get  our  break- 
fast. Here  we  saw  Mr.  Jones  for  a  few  minutes ; 
he  was  on  his  way  to  England,  being  connected 
with  the  house  of  Powles,  Herring,  and  Co.  who 
raised  in  this  country  the  first  Columbian  loan.  I 
remarked  a  young  man  in  the  house  with  his  arm  in 
a  sling,  and  on  inquiring  the  cause,  be  told  me  his 
arm  had  been  badly  wounded  by  a  jaquar  (or 
tiger)  about  a  month  before.  He  stated  that  he 
was  walking  in  a  forest,  when  suddenly  a  dog 
he  had  with  him  began  to  bark  at  something  in 
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a  dark  cavern  overhung  with  bushes,  and  on  his  ap- 
proaching the  entrance,  a  tiger  rushed  on  him  with 
great  force,  seising  his  right  arm,  and  that  in  the 
struggle,  they  both  fell  over  a  small  precipice ;  he 
then  lost  his  senses,  but  on  recovering  found  the 
tiger  had  left  him,  and  that  his  arm  was  bleeding  and 
shockingly  lacerated.  We  expressed  our  surprise 
that  the  jaquar  had  not  killed  him,  when  he 
shrugged  up  his  shoidders,  and  remarked,  ^^  La  bien- 
aventurada  Virgen  Maria  le  habia  siilvo.'"  ^^  The 
blessed  Virgin  had  saved  him.*" 

Nothing  cou]d  be  finer  than  the  Alpine  scenery 
b  ascending  the  mountains  from  the  Magdalena ; 
the  broken  ridges  were  almost  everywhere  wooded 
to  their  peaks;  and  several  clear  rivulets  crossed  the 
rosd, 

Rushing  down  from  their  rocky  height^ 
Leaping,  sparkling  in  wild  delight ; 

at  which  we  were  glad  to  slake  our  thirst.  These 
mountains  are  crowned  with  fine  majestic  trees, 
whose  roots  are  enveloped  in  shrubs,  which  being  of 
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a  dark  verdure  afibrd  repose  to  the  eye.  Here  and 
there  you  see  the  Indian's  cottage  surrounded  with 
a  small  quantity  of  cultivated  ground,  in  the  most 
romantic  and  apparently  in  access  ihle  situations. 
The  sugar-cane,  plantains,  and  rice,  arc  what  the 
Indians  chiefly  cultivate.  The  singular  shapes  of 
the  mountains  of  the  different  Cordilleras  of  the 
Andes,  have  a  novel  appearance  to  the  European 
eye ;  their  sharp  sides  and  summits  lead  you  to 
suppose  that  some  extraordinary  volcanic  convul- 
sions of  nature  had  thus  disHgured  these  stupendous 
masses.  Towards  the  afternoon,  having  ascended 
to  a  considerable  height,  we  found  the  atmosphere 
much  cooler,  and  in  some  flat  ^^ituations  near  the 
road,  we  passed  some  great  and  small  farm-houses, 
and  saw  cows  and  herds  of  goats  grazing  on  excel- 
lent pasture.  We  observed  some  high  fern  on  the 
tops  of  the  mountains. 

At  four  we  arrived  at  the  summit  of  the  range 
of  mountains  which  separate  the  river  Magdalena, 
from  the  valley  of  Guadias,  of  which  village  we 
had  a  distant  view.     I  bid  adieu  to  the  river  without 
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the  slightest  regret;  and  had  the  punishment  of 
Lot^s  wife  been  threatened  me  for  retrospection,  I 
should  have  had  no  great  temptation  to  resist,  and 
should  have  deserved  no  credit  for  having  escaped 
transformation  into  a  pillar  of  salt 

At  six  in  the  evening  we  arrived  at  the  neat  pretty 
village  of  Guadias,  accompanied  by  Colonel  Acosta 
and  his  brother,  who  had  ridden  out  a  couple  of 
miles  to  meet  us.  From  the  general  appearance 
of  the  valley,  we  thought  we  had  got  at  last 
into  an  earthly  paradise,  particularly  when  we 
found  ourselves  snugly  lodged  in  Colonel  Acosta^s 
house,  and  a  good  dinner  and  wines  set  before  us, 
without  a  mosquito  or  sand-fly  to  impede  our  opera- 
tions. Nearly  all  the  country  about  Guadias  for 
some  leagues,  belongs  to  this  officer,  and  the 
inhabitants  earn  considerable  sums  of  money  by 
furnishing  mules  for  the  conveyance  of  goods  from 
the  River  Magdalena  to  Bogota.  A  considerable 
number  of  horses  and  mules  are  reared  in  the 
vaUey.     Colonel  Acosta  paid  particular  attention  to 
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the  breed  of  the  former,  and  vished  me  to  ac- 
cept as  a  present,  a  fine  gray  horee,  which  I  de- 
dined. 

Our  host  was  highly  esteemed  for  his  Ube- 
rality  and  hospitality  to  all  travellers,  whether  na- 
tives or  strangers,  who  have  an  introduction  to  him. 
He  is  considered  quite  the  patriarch  of  this  happy 
valley ;  the  inhabitants  refer  their  disputes  to  his 
arbitration,  which  he  generally  contrives  to  termi- 
nate amicably  and  to  the  gatisfaction  of  all  parties. 
As  Guadias  is  a  few  degrees  warmer  than  Bogota, 
invalids  frequently  come  here  for  change  of  air  and 
climate,  which  soon  re-establishes  their  health.  The 
Baron  de  Humboldt  has  calculated  that  Guadias  is 
5083  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea. 

Twenty-five  mules  with  a  part  of  our  baggage 
arrived  at  Guadias  at  eight  f.si.  We  passed  a  most 
agreeable  night  in  good  beds  provided  for  us  by  our 
hospitable  host.  Rose  early,  and  after  breakfast 
walked  to  a  convent  which  had  been  formerly  occu- 
pied by  monks  of  the  Franciscan  older :  its  situation 
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was  remarkably  pretty, — these  good  fathers  never 
select  bad  ones,— on  a  gentle  hill  with  a  fine 
clear  trout-stream  wandering  through  green  mea- 
dows. The  Columbian  government  had  seized 
its  revenues,  and  the  convent  was  now  imoccu- 
pied,  excepting  a  small  part  of  the  building,  which 
was  converted  into  a  public  school  on  the  Lan- 
casterian  plan.  Forty  boys  were  at  their  studies ; 
some  of  them  I  heard  read  extremely  well,  and  I  ex- 
amined their  writing,  which  was  in  general  a  good 
bold  hand.  The  chapel  of  the  ci-devant  convent 
was  neat  and  small,  retaining  all  its  ornaments. 

On  my  return  Colonel  Acosta  shewed  me  a 
carious  animal,  called  the  two-toed  sloth,  which 
he  wished  me  to  take  to  Bogotd.  It  was  about 
the  size  of  a  small  badger ;  colour,  a  dirty  gray 
tinged  with  brown,  two  long  curved  claws  on  the 
fore-l^s,  and  three  on  the  hind-legs.  Its  movements 
were  very  slow,  and  apparently  made  with  difficulty, 
but  we  did  not  hear  it  whine  or  shriek  as  if  in  pain 
when  crawling  along: — it  supported  itself  on  its 
l<mg  claws.     The  sloth  is  perfectly  harmless,  and 
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lives  Oil  the  fultage  of  trees,  but  is  altogether  so  ugly 
an  animal  that  I  felt  no  desire  to  have  it.  Ther- 
mometer in  shade  at  two  p.m.  "JG"  30',  at  six  p.m. 
73°  30'.  The  climate  varies  Uttle  in  this  charroiiig 
village,  and  in  the  rainy  season  is  seldom  below  70". 
The  climate  and  soil  of  the  valley  of  Guadias 
would  afford  a  suitable  situation  for  European  emi- 
grants, who  arc  ill  adapted  to  settle  on  tlie  burning 
banks  of  the  river  Magdalena.  I  went  out  with  my 
pointer,  but  without  my  gun,  found  two  or  three 
coveyB  of  partridges,  and  got  some  good  points. 
These  birds  are  rather  bigger  than  quails,  plumage 
variegated  with  dark  and  light  coloured  feathers, 
and  in  shape  more  like  a  quail  than  a  partridge : 
they  are  considered  a  debcacy  for  the  table.  The 
population  of  Guadias  and  its  vicinity  is  about 
3500  souls;  this  place,  from  the  excellence  of  its 
climate  and  soil,  and  its  advantageous  situation  on 
the  great  Une  of  communication  to  the  capital,  will 
I  make  no  doubt  in  a  few  years  become  one  of  some 
importance.  Sugar-cane,  codec,  and  plantain  are  cul- 
tivated in  this  valley,  but  the  graiing  ground±<  are 
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extensive  and  fertile.  This  was  the  first  time  we 
had  seen  any  sheep  on  this  continent :  they  were 
small,  having  long  wool ;  colour,  brown  and  white ; 
their  flesh  is  delicate  like  Welch  mutton. 

The  cure  named  Lee,  came  to  the  colonePs  house 
in  the  evening :  he  was  an  intelligent  man,  and  ex- 
tremely zealous  in  the  independent  cause,  and  much 
abused  the  Spanish  government,  which  he  consi- 
dered by  far  the  worst  in  Europe,  and  equaUy  as 
destructive  to  Old  Spain  as  to  its  former  colonies; 
His  grandfather  was  an  Irishman,  a  merchant,  who 
came  from  Cadiz,  and  had  been  kept  in  close  con* 
finement  by  the  Spanish  general  Morillo,  for  siding 
with  the  patriots.  The  cure  was  a  great  sportsman 
and  a  good  fiurmer :  he  had  eighty  fat  bulls,  some  of 
which  I  saw  the  next  day  in  his  pastures.  They  would 
not  have  disgraced  a  Smithfield  market  a  week  before 
Christmas ;  they  are  not  allowed  to  herd  with  the 
cows  for  six  months  previous  to  fittting.  The  beasts 
were  not  large,  but  their  shape  good,  heads  hand- 
some, and  particularly  straight  in  the  back  and  small 
in  the  bone.     The  cure  told  us  that  a  person  might 
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travel  500  miles  from  the  left  eide  of  tlie  river  Mag- 
dalena,  in  a  nortli-west  direction  towards  Panama, 
without  seeing  a  single  hut  or  cottage,  which  I  be- 
lieve to  be  the  case.  There  is  a  manufactory  for 
straw  hats  at  Guadias. 

We  arose  at  six  on  Thursday,  and  all  went  to 
bathe  in  the  email  stream  near  the  convent,  which 
was  most  refreshing.  The  last  evening  that  we  were  at 
Colonel  Acosta's,  he  gave  a  ball  to  the  most  respect- 
able inhabitants  of  Guadias  for  our  amusement,  at 
which  we  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  the  style  of 
dancing  of  the  higher  orders.  There  were  among 
them  some  pretty  girls,  particularly  two  sisters  from 
Bogota,who  shewed  offwith  their  partners  in  Spanish 
country- dances,  waltzes,  and  the  fandango.  I  gave 
Colonel  Acosta  a  game-bag  and  some  English  gun- 
powder, with  which  he  was  much  pleased.  He  ad- 
mired our  double-barrelled  guns,  particularly  one  of 
mine  by  Smith  of  Prince's  Street. 

On  Friday,  the  27th,  we  left  Guadias  at  nine  in 
the  morning  with  much  regret,  having  enjoyed  ex- 
ceedingly tlic  two  days  we  spent  with  the  colonel,  who 
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vith  hiB  fnend  the  cur^  Lee,  and  his  brother,  in- 
nsted  on  accompanying  us  a  league  or  two  on  the 
road  to  Bogota,  notwithstanding  all  our  remon- 
Htrances.  This  custom  is  very  general  throughout 
the  country,  and  considered  as  a  mark  of  respect  from 
the  host  and  his  friends  to  his  guests ;  and  in  some 
provinces  I  have  had  gentlemen  accompany  me  to 
the  end  of  their  estate,  distant  perhaps  three  or  four 
leagues.  Many  of  the  esquires  of  this  country  have 
waste  estates,  the  boundaries  being  small  rivers. 
Thermometer  at  seven  this  morning  in  shade  73°.  On 
taking  leave  of  the  colonel  and  cur^,  we  got  off  our 
mules  and  embraced  each  other  after  the  Spanish 
fashion,  putting  the  arms  round  each  other's 
shoulders,  saying,  "  Adios  mis  buenos  Amigos.^ 
The  mountain  scenery  was  always  fine  and  varie- 
gated, and  we  crossed  some  tremendously  looking 
hills  and  rivers,  over  which  bridges  had  been  made 
with  much  skill  and  ingenuity.  We  arrived  at  tbevil- 
lage  of  Villete  at  four  in  the  afternoon.  The  alcalde 
and  roost  of  the  respectable  inhabitants  came  out  to 
meet  us  on  horseback,  and  we  found  an  entertain- 
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mcnt  prepared  for  ua  in  the  alcalde's  house-  Ther- 
mometer at  Villete  at  four  p.m.  76°,  and  it  is  consider- 
ed two  or  three  degrees  hotter  than  Guadias,  as  it 
licslowandnot  flodry,  in  consequence  of  wliich  they 
cultivate  an  abundance  of  rice  for  the  Bogotii  market. 
We  found  the  road  from  Guadias  to  Villete  rather 
better  than  that  from  the  Bodega  to  Guadias,  but  bad 
was  the  beat.  There  are  many  black  bears  in  these 
mountains  :  Colonel  Acosta  had  tlie  skins  of  two  or 
three,  which  he  had  killed  in  some  of  his  sporting 
expeditions  :  there  is  also  the  Coq  de  Bruyere  (or 
cock  of  the  wood)  in  these  forests,  but  he  did  not 
shew  himself.  About  a  league  and  a  half  from  the 
Villete  we  crossed  the  Rio  Negro,  or  Block  River  ; 
the  descent  and  ascent  near  its  banks  are  very  bad, 
and  ftill  of  quagmires.  Here  I  saw  one  of  the  cu- 
rious bamboo  bridges  which  are  thrown  over  rivers 
in  some  provinces :  it  did  not  appear  strong, 
although  very  ingeniously  made. 

We  arrived  atfive  P.M.  at  a  sort  of  inn,  called  the 
Curador's,  where  we  halted  for  the  night.  The  roads 
to  this  place  were  execrable,  and  in  some  places  we 
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had  much  difficulty  in  getting  our  mules  through 
the  mud  when  we  had  dismoimted  to  relieve  them. 
Mr.  Cade  in  attempting  to  ride  through  one  of  these 
sloughs  was  thrown  by  the  mule  falling  on  its  side, 
and  both  mule  and  rider  cut  a  sorry  figure  when 
they  at  last  landed  on  terra  firma.  This  is  one  of 
the  great  roads  to  the  capital.  One  of  my  servants 
bought  at  an  Indian  cottage  for  two  reals,  a  little 
animal  called  leoncita  (or  the  little  lion) :  it  is 
exactly  the  shape  of  a  lion  in  miniature,  with  a 
shaggy  mane,  and  a  brush  at  the  end  of  its  tail :  it 
was  rather  larger  than  a  squirrel,  and  of  a  gray  co- 
lour, had  fine  black  eyes,  and  hair  like  silk.  This 
pretty  little  animal  was  very  tame :  I  carried  it  to 
Bogota,  where  the  cold  killed  it*.  We  found  it 
extremely  cold  at  night  at  the  Curador^s,  and  were 
glad  to  use  our  blankets,  and  shut  close  the  windows 
and  shutters. 

We  had  now  ascended  to  a  considerable  height, 
nearly  on  a  level  with  the  plain  of  Bogotd,  which  is 

•  The  Leoncita  h,  I  believe,  of  the  monkey  species. 
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between  9  and  10,000  feet  above  the  level  of  the 
sea,  according  to  the  measurement  of  Baron  Hum- 
boldt. There  were  on  each  side  of  the  road  lai^e 
stones,  on  which  were  carved  the  number  of  leagues 
to  Bogota,  and  the  height  of  the  spot  above  the  sea. 
We  were  surprised  to  see  the  muleteers,  on  their  re- 
turn from  the  market  at  Bogotii,  riding  down  steep 
descents  and  rocts  with  as  much  nonchalance  as  a 
bagman  would  piursue  his  journey  on  the  Bath  road, 
and  this  frequently  with  mules  which  appeared  half 
starved.  On  the  road  we  met  some  bulls  with  loads 
on  their  backs,  and  a  rope  through  the  nostrils  as  a 
sort  of  bridle :  also  three  or  four  hundred  horses  and 
mules  returning  from  Bogotd,  where  they  had  been 
at  the  great  Friday's  market. 

We  were  on  the  move  on  Sunday  morning  at  nine 
for  the  large  vill^e  of  Fucutativa,  in  the  plain  of 
Bi^ot^.  We  saw  several  troops  of  yeomanry  exer- 
cising near  the  road :  they  looked  very  well  at  a 
distance.  We  heard  on  our  way  some  of  the  red 
monkeys  howling,  which  we  did  not  expect  to  find 
in  BO  cold  a  climate.     We  arrived  early  at  Fucuta- 
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tiva :  we  met  on  the  road  Dr.  Maine,  and  two  En- 
glish gentlemen,  who  had  been  waiting  there  to 
accompany  us  to  the  Columbian  capital. 

There  is  nothing  worthy  of  notice  in  Fucutativa. 
We  went  to  a  dance  in  the  evening,  which  was  very 
inferior  to  our  ball  at  Guadias. 

On  Monday  morning  we  were  in  motion  in  good 
time  for  the  capital,  distant  seven  leagues  from  Fu- 
cutativa ;  but  the  whole  road  is  through  the  plain  of 
Bogota,  where  you  see,  right  and  left,  corn-fields  and 
immense  pastures  abounding  with  cattle.  We  cross- 
ed over  the  river  Bogoti  by  a  long  stone  bridge,  and 
observed  a  great  many  wild  fowl  on  the  wing,  the 
shooting  of  which,  as  we  afterwards  experienced,  is 
good  sport  on  some  of  the  lakes  of  this  plain.  We 
had  a  fine  view  of  Bogota  when  distant  from  it  three 
or  four  leagues,  situate  at  the  foot  of  a  range  of 
mountains  which  form  the  eastern  boundary  of  the 
plain  of  Bogota :  the  fine  cathedral  and  the  con- 
vents of  Guadaloupe  and  Mentsura  on  the  top  of 
two  of  the  hills,  are  striking  and  conspicuous  objects. 

The  English  gentlemen  had  now  mounted  us  on 
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good  Englwli  borses,  and  as  the  nnd  «u  in  gtaenl 
a  Rne  turf,  we  cantered  along  much  lo  our  mic- 
tion, fui^tttng  our  former  toils  and  labotna  in  the 
distant  view  of  Itogatn,  at  which  place  wc  arrived  at 
three  p.m.  VVe  took  up  our  quarters  with  Dr.  llaine. 
who  gave  us  a  Bumptuous  repast  dressed  bj-  a  Frenci 
cook,  and  invitetl  a  large  party  of  natives  and  fo- 
reiguent  to  meet  lu.  The  next  day  was  spent  in 
recnviiig  viiiita  of  congratulation  ou  our  safe  amval 
at  Uogobi  Irom  the  miniiiterB  and  other  puUie 
uflicrni.  Colonel  Camplwll  and  myself  waited  on 
thf  llunoiirablp  Pedro  Gual,  Minister  for  Foreign 
Aflkin.  Buil  ilfliverml  a  It-ttcr  addressed  to  him  br 
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and  B8  Field-Marshal  Ordoneta  (Precddent  of  the 
Senate)  was  expected  to  give  up  his  residence  in  the 
Great  Square  in  two  or  three  weeks,  having  been 
ai^inted  to  the  command  of  the  province  of  Ma- 
racaibo,  I  acquiesced  in  the  pressing  invitation  of 
Dr.  Maine  to  remain  with  him  until  the  Field-Mar- 
shal quitted  Bogota. 

On  the  8th  March,  Colonel  CampbeU,  Mr.  Cade, 
and  myself  had  one  public  audience  of  His  Excel- 
lency the  Vice-President  of  the  Republic  of  Colum- 
bia in  his  palace  in  the  Great  Square.  He  received 
08  on  a  throne,  under  a  sort  of  canopy  of  rich  crim- 
son velvet,  surrounded  by  the  ministers,  military 
and  naval  officers,  public  functionaries,  &c.  of  the 
republic.  We  were  presented  to  His  Excellency 
by  the  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs,  and  after  the 
usual  ceremonies  had  passed  we  parted  with  appa- 
rently mutual  satisfaction. 

On  the  10th  we  were  occupied  in  returning  a  great 
many  visits,  among  others,  one  of  the  Bishop  of 
Merida,  whose  hand  we  had  the  honour  of  kissing : 
in  performing  this  ceremony  I  remarked  on  one  of 
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the  6iigeTS  of  Sir  Ilustrisima  a  ring  with  an  exqui- 
site emerald  in  it.  These  emeralds  are  found  in  the 
celebrated  mines  of  Moussa,  about  four  days''  jour- 
ney to  Bngotfi,  to  the  north-west.  The  bishop  was  a 
member  of  tlie  Senate,  and  residing  at  this  time  at 
Bogotli  to  perform  his  senatorial  duties.  We  had 
also  to  encounter  this  morning  the  magic  fire  of 
several  pairs  of  brilliant  female  black  eyes,  around 
which  the  lily  and  the  rose  were  contending  for 
superiority,  and  all  these  channs  were  increased 
by  long  ringlets  of  raven  black,  forming  the  bocage 
to  the  whole.  I  could  not  help  reflecting  on  what 
the  young  beauties  of  Morales  had  told  us,  and  re- 
minded my  secretary  of  it. 

The  climate  of  Bogota  is  particularly  favourable 
to  the  complexion  of  the  women,  as  the  extremes  of 
heat  and  cold  are  never  felt  here,  excepting  in  the 
rainy  seasons,  when  it  may  be  two  or  three  degrees 
lower.  The  thermometer  in  the  shade  is  rarely 
above  ^0°,  or  below  58°,  and  nearly  the  whole  year 
the  climate  is  like  that  in  England  towards  the  end 
of  the  month  of  May,  and  at  all  times  pleasant  for 
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riding  or  valking:  of  the  latter  exercise  I  can  epeak 
from  experience  I  used  to  walli  most  days  from 
three  to  four  Spanish  leagues,  to  the  great  surprise 
of  the  nativen,  who  could  never  comprehend  how 
any  gentleman  having  horses  in  his  stable  could 
prefer  tramping  on  foot ;  and  on  more  than  one  oc- 
casion, 1  have  been  offered  a  horse  by  a  farmer  or 
Indian  going  to  market  at  Bogota,  conceiving  that 
the  caballero  had  lost  his  horse,  and  ^as  reduced  to 
the  necessity  of  walking  home.  In  fact  no  one 
walks  in  Columbia  who  can  afford  to  keep  a  horse, 
and  a  Bogotanian  fanner  derives  as  much  pleasure 
from  the  jingling  of  his  large  silver  or  steel  spurs 
(though  generally  without  stockings  and  sandals  on 
the  feet)  as  any  young  comet  of  hussars  on  first 
joining  his  regiment,  tt  is  much  the  fashion  for 
gentlemen  to  ride  through  the  streets  of  Bogota, 
particularly  on  a  Sunday,  and  strangers  are  surprised 
to  see  the  horses  going  at  a  great  rate  in  a  sort  of 
11  loble  or  shuffle,  the  rider  sitting  perfectly  straight 
I  in  his  saddle-  There  are  men  who  get  their  liveli- 
I    hood  by  teaching  the  horses  this  amble.     Their  me- 
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«r  diver  lace  raond  tbem.  Large  sums  are  gtv^t 
Bat  hants  vhidi  ambte  &st,  soaietnoes  as  nmdi  as 
1000  dollars  (or  £^00).  Black  bones  are  in  high 
estimation :  the  Field-Marshal  Ordoneta  made  me 
a  preteot  of  a  black  stallion,  which  I  was  told  bad 
been  sold  for  800  dollars.  The  hned  of  horses  is 
not  large,  but  active,  strong,  and  able  to  go  tbrDugh 
a  great  deal  of  work.  A  farrier's  business  must  be 
hicratire  in  this  country,  as  they  charge  fiTe  Spa- 
nish dollars  for  shoeing  a  horse. 

The  police  in  Bogota  is  bad  in  many  respects, 
and  they  much  want  an  active  olficer  at  the  head  of 
it.  In  walking  through  the  Callc  Rcale,  (or  princi- 
pal etreet),wh(.Teallthebest  shops  are,  you  are  every 
moment  disgusted  at  the  sight  of  beggars  shewing 
their  sores,  particularly  bad  legs  : — some  of  them  of 
size,  from  a  disease  called  the  Elephan- 
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tiasis.  1  recollect  one  idiot,  a  lad  of  Bixteen,  who 
WM  brought  every  morning  into  the  street  by  hi> 
mother,  snd  allowed  to  crawl  about,  and  catch  the 
passengers  by  the  legs,  making  hideous  contortions 
of  the  face.  The  Galenachs  (or  small  black  vul- 
tures) are  the  real  scavengers  of  this  town,  and  after 
a  market-day  in  ihe  Great  Square  you  sec  numbers 
of  them  liopping  about,  so  tame  that  you  may  almost 
touch  them  with  a  stick,  devouring  all  the  filth  and 
ulfal  of  the  market :  the  streets  are  occasionally  well 
washed  by  the  heavy  rains ;  the  town  is  built  on  the 
slope,  and  the  water  coming  in  torrents  down  the 
^tters  carries  all  the  filth  with  it  to  a  small  river 
which  flanks  the  capital-  A  few  gas-lights  would  be 
an  improvement  to  Bogota,  and  enable  the  passenger 
lo  walk  at  night  with  more  comfort  and  safety  under 
the  gloomy  walls  of  the  monasteries,  nunneries  and 
houses,  without  fear  of  having  a  manchette  thrust 
into  him  under  the  former,  or  of  being  drowned  in 
Eau  de  Bogota  from  the  latter.  Half  the  site  of  the 
town  is  occupied  bj-  large  convents,  with  consider- 
iblc  extent  of  ground  for  gardens.     The  comforts 
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attendant  on  improvement  will  arrive  at  last,  and  I 
feel  convinced  that  the  Columbians  will  gradually 
get  rid  of  all  these  inconveniences. 

Many  persons  coming  from  the  coast,  or  up  the 
Magdalena,  to  Bogotii,  are  attacked  by  intermittent 
fevers,  brought  on  by  the  sudden  change  of  climate : 
this  disorder  is  frequently  tedious,  reduces  the  pa- 
tient considerably,  and  affects  the  spirits,  but  if  bark 
be  given  in  time  it  is  setdom  fatal.  Mr.  Cade  and 
myself  were  so  fortunate  as  to  escape.  Colonel 
Campbell  had  a  short  but  severe  attack,  which  Dr. 
Maine — who  was  skilful  as  a  medical  man — soon 
cured.  Plenty  of  exercise  and  a  pint  of  old  Ma- 
deira is  the  best  ailtidote  for  the  fever,  both  of  which 
I  took  everj-  day.  Good  wines  were  not  to  be  pur- 
chased at  tliis  time  at  Bogotii ; — a  light  sort  of  vin 
de  grave,  with  some  bad  Spanish  wines,  composed 
the  stores  of  the  wine  merchants.  The  Europeans 
find  also  a  difficulty  in  breathing  soon  after  thcii  ar- 
rival at  Bogotd,  from  its  great  height  above  the 
level  of  the  sea  and  the  rarefied  state  of  the  atmo- 
sphere.     An  EngUsh   groom  I  took  out  suffered 
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mndi  in  thia  way  dnrii^  the  fint  (bar  or  five 
BHMha  which  he  resided  in  the  capita),  and  he  was 
ill  a  loi^  time  with  intennittait  feren.  TravcUen 
are  often  attacked  with  levere  btliona  fevera  in  going 
firom  Bogoti  to  Carthagena ;  it  ia  therefore  prudent 
to  remain  a  few  daya  at  Goadiai  to  aeaaon  a  little, 
and  to  take  two  or  three  dows  of  Cheltenham  adta. 

On  the  11th  of  April  we  all  dined  with  Mr.  Ro- 
iRnaon  an  American  merchant,  who  had  coniideraUe 
claims  on  the  Columbian  government  for  gtorea,  &c. 
mppUed  during  the  war.  Among  many  delicacies — 
Mr.  R.  waa  a  bon  vivant — he  gave  us  a  fricassee 
of  chicken,  which  had  been  sent  in  jars  from  New 
Yo^  and  it  was  excellent ;  which  proves  that  our 
Transatlantic  friend*  know  something  of  gastro- 
lunoy. 

This  morning  we  rode  out  to  see  a  quanta  (or 
countty-house)  about  a  mile  from  Bogota,  belonging 
to  Mr.  Arrublas,  one  of  the  richest  merchants  (tf 
this  place.  Some  of  the  rooms  were  fitted  up  with 
great  taste  and  at  considerable  expense,  looking  into 
a  ideasiot  flower-gaiden  divided  into  parterres  filled 
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with  a  great  variety  of  flowers,  particularly  pinlia 
and  carnations.  The  rest  of  tlie  p-ounds  were  in 
small  ridges,  with  line  lucerne  growing  luxuriantly ; 
all  the  lands  could  be  irrigated  at  pleasure.  This 
place  was  afterwards  purchased  of  Mr.  Arrublas  by 
Mr.  Henderson  the  British  consul-general.  The 
morning  was  fine,  clear,  and  warm,  and  we  could 
distinctly  aee  the  mountain  of  Tolema  of  the  shape 
of  a  sugar-loaf,  whose  summit  is  perpetually  covered 
with  enow.  Tolema  forms  part  of  the  range  of  the 
Quindio  mountains,  and  is  distant  six  days'  Journey 
from  Bogota. 

Monday  and  Thursday  were  "  At  homes"  for 
the  Vice-President,  and  Minister  of  Finance,  Cas- 
tillo; Monday  the  Minister,  and  Thursday  tlie  \'ice- 
Prcsidcnt.  As  Castillo  was  a  married  man  we  ge- 
nerally  had  some  of  the  belles  at  his  conversaziones, 
but  they  appeared  bo  extremely  fond  of  each  other, 
and  kept  their  ranke  so  close,  that  to  charge  and 
break  them  was  as  formidable  an  undertaking  as  to 
break  through  a  squadron  of  our  life-guards. 
Bottled  ale,  Jamaica  rum,  and  sweet  Spanish  wines, 
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with  dulces,  were  the  refreshments  of  the  evening. 
The  ale  which  came  from  England  was  considered 
a  great  luxury,  and  the  Minister  of  Finance  was  as 
fond  of  it  as  any  John  Bull  could  be.  At  the  Vice- 
President's  soirees  we  had  no  ladies ;  play  was  the 
great  attraction,  in  which  I  never  was  induced  to 
Cake  a  part. 

The  Bogota  ladies  are  by  no  means  deficient  in 
talent,  but  nothing  can  he  worse  than  the  Spanish 
education  for  females.  They  are  sent  very  young 
into  the  convents  to  be  educated  by  the  nuns,  and 
[aught  to  embroider  robes  for  the  Virgin  and  all  the 
Saints,  and  their  minds  filled  with  gloomy  supersti- 
tion. From  what  I  observed  during  my  residence 
at  the  capital,  I  should  say  the  reign  of  bigotry  is 
fast  declining,  particularly  among  the  higher  classes 
of  men,  who  are  aware  that  their  former  thraldom 
was  chiefly  maintained  by  the  ci-devant  mother- 
country  through  the  powerful  arm  of  superstition. 
One  circumstance  I  regretted  exceedingly,  which 
was,  that  many  young  men  of  good  families,  and 
liberal  education,  had  got  from  one  extreme  to  the 
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Other,  having  little  or  no  religion  ;  their  minds  being 
poisoned  by  reading  the  works  of  Voltaire,  Jean 
Jacques  Rousseau,  and  other  freethinkers,  in  con- 
sequence of  which  they  turned  into  ridicule  every 
thing  held  in  estimation  by  the  Spaniards.  Time 
will,  I  trust,  remedy  this  evil,  and  I  hope  and  ex- 
pect much  from  the  Bible  Society,  which  was  esta- 
blished at  Bogota  just  before  my  departure. 

Play,  and  a  cigar  in  the  mouth,  forms  the  chief 
happiness  of  a  vast  number  of  the  Creoles  in  South 
America ;  one  might  almost  be  led  to  think  (hat  the 
excitement  produced  by  the  one  was  counteracted  by 
the  soporific  effect  of  the  other  ;  for  notwithstanding 
the  prevalence  of  gambling,  I  do  not  recollect  an  in- 
stance of  suicide  committed  by  a  native  during  the 
whole  time  I  was  at  Bogotii,  in  a  population  of 
40,000  souls.  It  is  a.  great  consolation  for  a  person 
to  be  able  to  whiff  away  grief  and  sorrow  with  so 
much  facility.  A  stranger,  soon  after  his  arrival,  is 
astonished  at  meeting  in  the  streets  with  a  pretty- 
well-dressed  female  smoking  her  cigar  with  the 
utmost   sang-lroid ;    and  although  the  lady  has  a 
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h&ndsomc  hat,  placed  coqiietishly  on  one  side  of 
her  head,  a  beautiful  pearl  necklace,  her  fingers  co- 
vered with  rings,  and  a  rich  black  silk  gown  orna- 
mented with  numerous  rows  of  black  bugles  to  cover 
her  fine  shape  and  figure,  his  surprise  is  still  greater 
in  casting  his  eye  downwardly  to  find  her  without 
shoes  and  stockings :  their  feet,  though  bare,  are  par- 
ticularly well  washed  and  clean.  These  ladies  dis- 
bke  shoeing  as  much  as  a  horse  which  has  run  wild 
till  he  is  five  or  eix  years  old ;  and  many  of  the  yoimg 
fashionable  men  admire  these  damsels  "  sin  medias 
y  sin  zapatos",  (without  stockings  and  shoes) — 
"  De  gustibus  non  disputanduni  est."  Smoking 
among  the  liigher  classes  of  ladies  is  now  only  in- 
dulged in  in  secret,  but  I  was  told  that  four  or  five 
years  ago  many  were  seen  to  smoke  at  the  pubUc 
balls 

The  garrison  ofBogotii  was  composed  of  the  huzMr 
hody-guard  of  His  Excellency  the  Vice-President,  a 
corps  of  artillery,  and  a  fine  battalion  of  national 
volunteers,  the  latter  all  natives  of  Bogota,  having 
an  excellent  l)and.     The  artillery  and  the  volunteers 
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were  ihe  best  appointed  troops ;  but  I  cannot  say 
much  for  the  huizare,  who  were  miserably  mounted, 
small  ugly  men,  and  not  well  appointed  ;  but  the 
fellows  tight  stoutly,  and  go  through  a  great  deal 
of  hardship  and  fatigue.  There  was  a  newly-raised 
battalion  of  the  line  in  garrison  here.  From  what 
I  could  learn,  the  miUtary  hospital  was  badly  ma- 
naged, and  the  sick  soldiers  were  often  in  want  of 
medicine  and  proper  food  and  wine.  There  were 
no  surgical  instruments,  and  no  medicine  could  be 
procured  for  the  sick,  unless  the  doctor's  prescrip- 
tion was  signed  by  the  commissary  of  the  division. 
If  he  ha])pened  to  be  from  home,  which  of  course 
would  frequently  be  the  case,  the  patient  must  wait 
his  retiu'n,  and  one  of  the  medical  attendants  as- 
sured mc  that  he  had  lately  lost  three  soldiers  from 
this  delay.  A  medical  board  is  much  wanted  for 
the  army.  I  understand  the  President,  Bolivar,  is 
most  attentive  to  his  sick  soldiers,  constantly  visit- 
ing the  hospitals  himself,  and  sparing  neither  pains 
nor  money  to  procure  what  is  necessary  for  the  ri*- 
estabUshment  of  the  invalid's  health.      This  is  a 
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«ure  vay  to  be  veil  served,  and  Boldien  think  ibey 
cannot  do  too  much  for  a  general  who  acts  the  part 
of  a  kind  father  towanis  them.  Bolivar  is  adored 
by  his  troops.  But  great  allowance  must  be  made 
for  this  infant  nation,  and  let  us  hope  that  *'  poco  a 
poco"  these  abuses  will  be  corrected  under  the  vi- 
gilant administration  of  the  great  and  indefatigable 
Bolivar,  and  the  present  able  Vice-President. 

April  the  20th  ve  all  dined  with  Dr.  Marasaldic, 
a  Columbian  medical  man ;  the  tables,  as  usual, 
groaned  under  the  weight  of  Spanish  dishes.  Two 
large  jellies  had  the  names  of  Colonel  Campbell  and 
myBelfinscribedonthem,and"VivaloscomiBionada8 
Ingleses."  The  doctor  had  the  credit  of  setting  the 
example  of  hospitality,  as  he  was  the  first  native  of 
Bogota  with  whom  we  had  dined  since  our  arrival. 

The  market  at  Bogota  in  the  Great  Square  ia 
really  worth  seeing;  it  is  supposed  that  10,000 
dollars  are  expended  there  every  Friday  ;  and  the 
stranger  is  much  amused  in  observing  from  the  steps 
of  the  cathe<lral,  the  Creole,  Mulatto,  Mestigo,  In- 
dian, and  the  Negro,  the  latter  mostly  slaves,  all 
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bueicd  hi  buying  and  selling.  One  part  of  the 
square  is  allotted  to  butchers,  anotlier  to  the  venders 
of  poultry,  wild-fowl,  and  game,  a  third  to  those  of 
fruits  and  vegetables,  and  a  fourth  reserved  for  the 
sale  of  coarse  cotton  and  woollen  cloths  manu- 
factured in  some  of  the  provinces.  The  Indians 
and  young  countrymen  were  about  this  time 
rather  shy  of  coming  to  the  market,  as  government 
had  given  orders  to  select  some  for  soldiers.  The 
fruits  are  particularly  fine  in  their  appearance,  and 
you  see  in  the  same  stalls,  pomegranates,  pine- 
apples, cherries,  strawberries,  wild  and  cultivated, 
peaches,  ajjples,  chirimoyos,  melons  in  great  variety, 
sapotae,  mangoes,  in  short  a  great  projmrtion  of  the 
fruits  of  the  growth  of  the  north  of  Europe  and 
those  of  a  tropical  climate,  offered  for  sale.  This 
at  first  excites  the  surprise  of  a  stranger,  but  within 
two  days' journey  of  Bogota,  by  descending,  you  find 
yourself  in  a  complete  West  Indian  climate.  The 
meat  would  be  excellent  if  the  butchers  did  not  cut 
off'  all  the  fat  for  making  caudles ;  it  is  about  three- 
pence per  pound.     Having  complained  to  my  cook 
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that  he  gave  my  gaeata  no  vgriety  of  soups,  he  as- 
signed aa  B  reason  that  no  veal  could  be  purchased 
in  the  market  to  make  white  soups,  but  asked  my 
penniBEion  to  buy  a  cow  with  the  calf,  to  sell  the 
fonner  "again,  and  kill  the  latter.  By  adopting  this 
plan  I  astonished  the  natives  at  my  dinners  with 
white  soups,  fillets,  and  loins  of  veal,  calves-head, 
&c.  which  they  had  never  tasted.  The  farmers  do 
not  like  to  kill  any  thing  young,  consequently  you 
cannot  purchase  veal,  lamb,  kid,  or  sucking-pigs. 
We  also  purchased  bullocks,  and  divided  them 
among  the  EngUsh  families,  that  we  might  get  fat 
meat,  cut  up  according  to  the  English  fashion. 

The  ladies  of  rank  in  Bogota  arc  generally  small, 
but  well  made,  and  they  can  boast  of  having  as 
pretty  feet  and  small  ancles  as  any  women  in  the 
world,  which  are  always  set  off  by  handsome  silk 
stockings  and  very  neat  shoes.  Like  the  women  of 
-  Spain,  they  walk  with  grace  and  dignity,  and  arc 
fqualJy  coquetish  and  playful  with  their  fans. 
Their  morning  waUdng^ess  appeared  at  first 
Wher  singular,  but  I  afterwards  thought  it  be- 
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coming.  The  head  and  shoulders  are  covered  with 
a  fine  black  or  blue  cloth  without  any  trimming, 
which  sometimes  meets  under  the  chin,  but  leaves 
the  face  exposed,  and  a  small  black  beaver  hat  with 
a  crown  of  a  conical  shape,  you  may  literally  say  is 
on  the  top  of  the  head ;  it  was  placed  on  one  side, 
but  as  none  of  the  head  was  in  it,  I  really  often 
wondered  it  did  not  fall  off.  Their  gowns  are  black 
silk  made  to  fit  close,  and  much  adorned  with  bugles 
of  the  same  colour.  In  this  dress  the  ladies  always 
go  to  church.  The  reign  of  the  small  black  beaver 
hat  and  the  cloth  covering,  will  I  suspect  soon  be  at 
an  end,  as  some  of  the  ladies,  before  I  letl  Bogota, 
paraded  the  streets  in  large  French  bonnets,  witli 
abundance  of  artificial  flowers,  and  gay-coloured  silk 
gowns,  and  neckerchiefs  over  their  shoulders,  to 
tjie  astonishment  and  mortification  of  some  of  the 
priesthood,  who  considered  it  a  sin  in  them  to  say 
their  prayers  in  such  gaudy  attire.  The  walking 
evening-dress  is  a  pretty  straw  hat  with  artificial 
flowers,  stuck  on  in  the  same  way  as  the  black,  a 
warm  Norwich  shawl,  and  chintz  or  cotton  gowns 
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nmufiictured  in  England.      At  their  tertulias  and 
balls,  the  ladies  dress  after  the  French  fashion  with 
iDuch  taste,  and  are  adorned  with  a  provision  of 
pearls,  emeTalds  and  other  precious  stones,  for  the 
purchase    of    which    they    make    great    sacrifices. 
They  have  in  g'cncral  a  very  correct  ear  for  music, 
but  there  is  a  sad  want  of  masters  and  good  musioal 
instruments,   for   the  difficulties  and  expense  are 
great  in  getting  a  piano-forte  trom  the  coast  to  the 
capital,  and  by  the  time  it  arrived  would  probably 
cost  ^200.      The   ladies  dance   welt  and  grace- 
fiiUy ;  the  Spanish  country-dancca  are  particularly 
well  adapted  to  show  off  the  diDerent  attitudes  of  the 
body.     Waltzing  is  also  a  favourite  dance.     In  my 
morning  visits  to  the  ladies  I  frequently  found  them 
sitting  on  cushions  placed  on  a  mat  after  the  oriental. 
fashion,and  employedat  tambour  work;  a  littlefcmale 
Negio  slave  squatted  comfortably  in  one  comer  cf 
the  apartment,  ready  to  obey  the  orders  of  her  mit- 
Iress.     1  remarked  that  the  Creoles,  or  descendants 
of  the  Spaniards,  treated  their  household  slaves  with 
great  kindness  and  indulgence,  allowing  them  to 
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converse  with  them  in  a  more  familiar  vay  than  wc 
do  our  servants  in  England.  As  regards  the 
morals  of  the  ladies  at  Bogota,  I  believe  they  can 
boast  of  nearly  as  much  virtue  as  the  European 
ladies.  Now  and  then,  to  be  sure,  you  hear  of  faus 
pas  committed,  but  I  must  stand  forth  as  their 
champion,  and  say  they  have  been  slandered  in 
some  works  which  have  been  published  by  travellers 
on  the  manners  of  the  natives  of  South  America ; 
for  should  a  female  misconduct  herself  and  discover 
a  want  of  virtue,  it  would  exclude  her  from  good  so- 
ciety, which  it  must  be  admitted  was  not  the  case 
under  the  Spanish  government,  whose  policy  was  to 
demoralize  the  people  and  corrupt  their  minds, 
which  made  them  unconscious  of  their  yoke. 

Gaming  was  much  encouraged  by  the  ^icc-roy 
and  captain-general  of  the  province  of  Venezuela ; 
as  a  proof  of  which,  one  of  the  Columbian  ministers 
assured  me,  that  among  the  papers  belonging  to  the 
captain-general  found  at  Caraccas  by  the  Independ- 
ents when  he  evacuated  the  place,  was  a  ehai^  of 
40,000  dollars  to  the  king  of  Spain,  for  keeping 


J 


PROVINCES   OF    COLUMBIA.  149 

a  gaming-table  and  gmng  petits  soupers  as  a  bait  to 
his  prey. 

On  the  6th  of  April  Dr.  Maine  had  a  large  party 
of  Columbians  to  dine  with  him,  and  I  happened  to 
sit  by  Colonel  Garcia.  Our  conversation  turned  on 
the  various  events  of  the  dvil  war  and  the  great 
struggle  of  the  South  Americans  to  obtain  their  in- 
dependence. The  colonel  told  me,  that  in  the  course' 
of  the  war,  he  had  been  made  prisoner  by  the  Spa- 
niards and  sent  from  the  coast  to  Bogota,  suffering 
great  hardships  on  his  long  inarch  to  the  capital, 
having  been  almost  starved  to  death.  The  colonel 
having  feigned  a  change  of  political  sentiments,  was 
liberated  and  employed  in  one  of  the  inferior  situa- 
tions in  the  bureau  de  guerre.  During  this  period, 
he  contrived  to  have  communications  with  Paula 
Salabariata,  most  staunch  in  the  patriot  cause,  and 
who  was  afterwards  shot  at  Bogoti  by  order  of  the 
vice-roy,  her  correspondence  with  the  Independents 
having  been  discovered,  and  Colonel  Garcia  was 
once  more  sent  to  prison,  on  suspicion  of  being  an  ac 
complice    with   the  heroine    Paula.      Whilst   b 
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confinemGnt  this  undaunted  woman  contrived  to 
send  a  slip  of  paper  inside  an  orange  to  the  colonel, 
on  which  were  th&se  words,  "  Ssy  you  never  knew 
me,  nor  ever  had  any  communication  with  me." 
Thecolonelfollowed  her  advice,  and  asserted  this  be- 
fore a  council  of  war,  and  being  corroborated  by  the 
declaration  of  Pauls,  was  acquitted  by  the  majority 
of  the  numbers  of  the  council  of  war,  but  he  was 
still  kept  in  close  confinement  and  narrowly  watch- 
ed 5  Colonel  Garcia  at  length  contrived  to  escape, 
by  bribing  with  500  dollars  the  corporal  of  the 
guard,  who  also  went  off  with  him.  The  means  of 
escape  were  well  planned  by  the  Spanish  corporal. 
At  night  when  going  his  rounds  with  the  keys,  and 
sccompanied  by  a  soldier  to  sec  that  the  prisoners 
were  all  safe  in  their  cells,  he  suddenly  exclaimed 
to  the  soldier,  "  I  hear  a  noise  up  stairs",  and  de- 
nied him  to  go  and  see  what  it  was.  During  bis 
absence  he  ran  to  the  colonefs  dungeon,  unlocked 
the  door,  gave  him  a  cloak  and  a  military  cap,  and 
they  immediately  walked  to  the  outward  court  of 
the  prison.      Here  a  sentinel  challenged  '*  Quicn 
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vita",  to  which  the  ctffpcml  direct^  returned  the 
pknde,  pretending  it  the  same  time  to  light  his 
cigar  St  the  luiteni ;  he  pufied  out  the  light  thai 
the  NDtiiiel  might  not  know  the  colonel ;  he  then 
opened  the  outward  gate  of  the  priion,  and  walked 
oat  oompoiedly  with  Colonel  Garcia.  They  tr»- 
Telled  that  night  oTer  the  mountaina  wren  Spaniak 
le^nea  (above  thirty  milea),  and  the  intre[nd  cor* 
poral  was  aftenrardi  made  lieutenant  in  the  Cohim* 
bian  aerrice  through  the  colimerH  interest.  I  was 
told  by  several  gentlemen  at  Bogota,  that  the  con> 
duct  of  Paula  when  led  out  to  be  shot  by  the 
Spaniards  wu  the  admiradon  of  ^cry  one ;  that 
she  displayed  the  roost  determined  courage,  but  per- 
fect propriety  of  conduct,  and  her  last  words  were, 
"  Success  to  the  cause  of  roy  oppressed  coiutry- 
men."  This  lady  was  young  and  handsome,  and  at 
the  time  of  her  death  was  engaged  to  be  married  to 
•  Colunbian  colonel  Colonel  Garcia  sent  me  aa  « 
present  a  most  beautifiil  skio  of  a  jaquar  (or  tiger) 
fiill  six  feet  in  length,  which  had  been  taken  in  a 
snare,  and  had  no  spear  or  shot-hole. 
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Apiil  the  10th  we  made  a  party  to  go  and  see 
the  waterfalls  of  Tecuendama,  having  previously 
taken  a  cold  collation  at  the  quiota  of  Mr.  Robin- 
son. The  party  consisted  of  Colonel  Campbell, 
Mr.  Robinson,  Baron  Eben,  Mr.  Santamaria,  se- 
nior, Dr.  Maine,  Mr.  Cade,  and  myself.  We  left 
Bogota  about  four  in  the  afternoon ;  at  six  in  the 
evening  we  reached  the  village  of  Succho,  lying 
west  by  south  of  Bogota.  We  took  up  our  quarters 
for  the  night  with  Friar  Candia,  guardian  of  the 
order  of  San  Francisco.  Father  Candia  received  us 
with  much  kindness  and  hospitality,  and  there  was 
nothing  monkish  in  his  manner;  on  the  contrary, you 
might  soon  perceive  by  his  frankness  and  good- 
breeding,  he  had  lived  much  in  the  world,  and  we 
all  felt  ourselves  at  home  soon  after  our  arrival. 
Friar  Candia  had  been  zealous  in  the  Independent 
cause,  during  the  period  that  the  country  was  occu- 
pied by  the  Spanish  troops  under  General  Morillo. 
Ho  appeared  to  be  between  thirty  and  forty  years  of 
age,  with  a  mild,  but  at  the  same  time  intcUigeat 
countenance,   strongly  marked    with    good-nature. 
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The  houses  in  the  village  of  Succho  appeared  clean 
and  comfortable:  the  contentment  which  was  ob- 
servable among  the  parishioners,  was  the  best  proof 
that  our  host,  the  firiar  Candia^s  mind  was  free  firom 
fiuuiticism  and  avarice ;  but  unfortunately  for  Co- 
lumbia, there  are  still  too  many  friars  and  priests 
whose  minds  are  warped  by  these  bad  qualities,  and 
who  do  infinite  mischief  among  the  lower  classes,  by 
retaining  them  in  superstition  and  ignorance. 
Padre  Candia  gave  us  a  most  substantial  supper, 
with  a  profusion  of  sweetmeats  and  fruits. 

The  next  morning  we  proceeded  on  our  journey 
to  the  Salto,  which  is  about  two  leagues  from 
Succho.  Half  a  league  from  this  village,  we  passed 
the  hacienda,  or  estate  called  Canoas,  whose  pro- 
prietor derives  a  very  considerable  revenue  from  the 
sale  of  wheat  grown  on  these  lands,  which  is  con- 
sidered the  best  on  the  plain  of  Bogotd,  and  fetches 
the  highest  price  in  the  market.  On  approaching  the 
foot  of  ^  the  mountain's,  we  were  highly  pleased  with 
the  beauty  and  native  luxuriance  of  this  part  of  the 
phun  of  Bogota ;   the  river  of  that  name  winds 
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barlej'in  current  stagci  of  BMtorily — Aa^nwt) 
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windiiina    of    tlic    river,    the    large    lakes 
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increase  ten-fold,  and  probably  in  a  few  years  will 
be  as  well  peopled  as  before  the  conquest  of  the 
country  by  Gonzalo  Ximines  de  Quesada,  when  the 
plain  was  covered  in  all  directions  with  Indian  vil- 
lages.    What  a  climate  and  soil  for  Europeans, 
and  how  astonishing  would  be  the  produce  under 
proper  agricultural  cultivation !    There  can  be  little 
doubt  the  emigration  to  South  America  from  Eu- 
rope will  increase,  when  the  governments  are  well 
established,  and  there  is  toleration  in  religious  mat- 
ters :  then,  and  not  till  then,  shall  we  sec  the  great 
physical  powers  of  the  fertile  table-lands  of  South 
America  brought  forth, — which   possess    perhaps 
some  of  the  finest  climates  in  the  world,  although 
80  near  the  equator.   The  Baron  de  Humboldt  men- 
tions in  his  travels,  that  a  man  with  a  thermometer 
in  his  hand  may  choose  his  own  climate  in  South 
America ;  for  by  ascending  or  descending,  you  may 
find  the  exact  temperature  which  best  suits  your  con- 
stitution. 

From  the  height  above  mentioned,  we  began  to 
descend  towards  the  waterfall  of  Tecuendama.  The 
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descent  was  abrupt,  slippery,  and  bad  in  some 
places,  through  a  grand  hut  gloomy  forest,  whose 
shades  sheltered  us  from  the  rays  of  a  warm  sun.  As 
we  descended  lower  all  was  silence,  except  the  deep 
and  fine  note  of  the  tropiale,  which  we  occasionally 
heard,  and  our  eyes  were  attracted  by  the  brilliant 
plumage  of  some  of  the  feathered  tribe,  who  lived 
unmolested  in  these  noble  and  wild  forests.  Mr. 
Cade  got  rather  a  bad  fall  in  riding  down  the  moun- 
tain, &om  his  saddle  turning  round.  At  a  small 
level  spot  we  left  our  horses  with  our  servants,  and, 
after  descending  2  or  300  feet,  the  Salto  of  Tecuen- 
dama  burst  on  our  view,  which  is  the  river  Bogota, 
about  fifty -eight  yards  in  breadth,  rushing  down  be- 
tween two  mountains  until  it  attains  the  edge  of  a 
precipice,  whence  a  body  of  water,  atwut  twenty-five 
yards  in  breadth  and  ten  in  diameter,  precipitated 
itself  into  the  great  abyss  below.  These  chasms  in 
the  Cordilleras  are  termed  Barancas ;  the  sides  are 
nearly  perpendicular,  consisting  of  layers  of  a  red- 
dish granite.  The  height  of  this  fall  was  about 
1^00  feet ;  and  above  these  masses  of  granite  the 
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mountains  were  covered  with  larg^  forest  trees, 
which  added  to  the  awful  grandeur  of  the  scenery. 
At  the  bottom  of  the  abyss  in  the  valley,  we  saw 
the  macaws  and  paroquets  flying  about ;  the  former 
I  never  saw  in  the  plain  of  Bogotd.  The  Baron  de 
Humboldt  calculates  this  fall  at  the  Baranca  at  600 
feet ;  some  of  the  scientific  men  of  Bogotd  think  it 
more :  who  is  right  I  cannot  pretend  to  determine, 
but  certainly  the  Baron  had  with  him  the  best  En- 
glish and  French  mathematical  instruments  for 
measuring  heights,  taking  observations,  &c. 

It  is  difficult  to  describe  one^s  feelings  on  beholding 
this  large  body  of  water  rushing  into  the  abyss  be- 
low ; — surprise  and  pleasure  are  mingled  with  awe : 
I  stood  on  the  brink  of  the  precipice  for  some  mi- 
nutes in  silent  admiration  at  this  wonderful  scenery, 
The  water  in  its  descent  had  the  appearance  of  a 
heavy  fidl  of  snow  in  a  storm,  and  the  rays  of  the 
sun,  coming  in  contact  with  the  spray,  occasioned  a 
Variety  of  colours.  Slope  on  the  side  of  the  wood 
towards  the  waterfall  opposite  to  where  we  stood, 
7A^.     The  body  of  water  is  much  diminished  when 
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it  readies  the  bottom,  irhich  the  Baron  de  Hutnboldt 
accounts  for  by  supposing  that  much  of  it  is  eva- 
porated by  the  air  in  its  descent.  I  was  much  sur- 
prised on  looking  over  the  precipice  into  the  abyss 
below,  to  see  rather  an  insignificant  stream  conti- 
nuing its  course  east  by  south,  and  west  by  nortii 
towards  the  river  Magdalena,  into  which  it  empties 
itself.  The  forests  are  well  stocked  with  deer,  as 
the  chusco  plant  is  found  here  in  abundance,  of 
which  these  animals  are  very  fond:  there  is  also 
another  very  fattening  plant  found  in  these  woods, 
called  plagadore ;  a  bullock  fed  on  it  becomes  fat 
in  two  months.  We  saw  a  bird  called  a  yellaco, 
the  size  of  a  blackbird,  back  and  breast  bright-gteen, 
throat  and  tail  red.  the  beak  lung  and  curved,  and 
the  upper  mandible  white,  the  lower  black ;  and 
which  had  a  soft  sweet  note. 

We  returned  to  Succho  about  eleven  o'clock, 
where  our  triend  Father  Candia  had  prepared  a  good 
breakfast  for  us ;  and  our  long  ride  having  sharpened 
our  appetites,  we  did  ample  justice  to  it.  Having 
rested  ouiiielvcs  two  or  three  hours,  tre  took  leave 
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of  our  friendly  host,  mounted  our  horses,  and  re- 
turned to  Bogota,  highly  pleased  with  our  excur- 
sion. 

Two  or  three  days  after  this,  I  had  a  curious  and 
Taluable  present  sent  me,  by  the  Honourable  Pedro 
Gual :  it  was  an  idol  of  the  Indians,  made  of  solid 
gQld,found  in  thelakeof  Guativeta.  It  was  four  inches 
in  height,  and  about  five  ounces  in  weight.  It  did 
not  appear  from  this  idol  that  the  Indians  wor- 
shipped beauties  in  those  days,  as  the  features  of 
this  god  were  certainly  hideous,  and  his  body  had 
not  been  cast  in  a  Grecian  mould.  This  idol  was 
the  largest  which  had  ever  been  found  in  this  country, 
and  of  the  purest  gold.  Of  the  lake  of  Guativeta, 
where  this  idol  was  discovered,  I  shall  say  nothing 
at  present,  as  I  went  to  see  it  shortly  afterwards. 
Sefior  Pep^  Paris  gave  me  a  small  gold  serpent,  also 
found  in  this  lake. 

During  the  week  following  Palm-Sunday,  there 
were  many  grand  religious  processions  through  the 
streets,  and  the  saints  of  the  different  churches  were 
panacularly  sociable  in  paying  each   other  visits. 
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Their  religious  processions  are  got  up  by  the  clei^ 
with  much  pomp,  para<le,  and  gaudy  magniUcence, 
and  are  at  present  encouraged  by  the  executive  go- 
vernment as  a  sort  of  bauble  or  pluything  for  the 
mass  of  the  people,  wliose  dull  monotonous  lives 
require  some  little  variety.  Any  extra  expense  un- 
provided for  by  the  priests  in  these  church  proces- 
sions, are  paid  for  by  the  alcaldes  at  the  time  in 
office,  consequently  the  government  Knda  some  difE- 
culty  in  getting  alcaldes.  One  day  I  was  in  the 
balcony  of  the  house  of  the  Minister  of  Finance  and 
saw  one  of  these  religious  processions  pass  by  i  each 
saint  is  as  large  as  life,  made  of  wax,  with  bushy 
flaxen  wigs,  dressed  frequently  in  an  unsaintly 
manner,  and  carried,  in  a  sort  of  palanquin  adorned 
with  artificial  flowers  and  embroidered  silk,  by  eight 
or  ten  men  dressed  in  black  with  masks  on.  From 
the  great  weight  of  the  palanquin,  the  procession  is 
obliged  frequently  to  stop,  in  order  to  rest  the 
bearers,  and  it  is  then  placed  on  short  poles  with 
iron  catches.  As  each  church,  convent,  and  nunnery 
hss  its  patron  saint,  the  utmost  exerUons  are  made 
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by  the  clergy,  monks,  and  nuns  to  turn  out  their 
ssint  on  this  public  occasion  as  fine  as  possible,  and 
the  poor  foolish  people  often  contribute  a  consider- 
Me  share  of  their  daily  earnings  for  these  ridiculous 
processions,  when  probably  their  children  at  home 
aie  on  short  commons.  His  Excellency  the  Vice- 
President,  the  ministers,  generals,  judges,  &c.  at- 
tended this  procession  with  large  wax  candles  in  their 
haiids ;  and  I  saw  his  Excellency,  with  the  great 
officers  of  state,  and  all  his  staff,  some  of  them  pro- 
testants,  kneel  devoutly  on  the  hard  flag  stones  be- 
fore the  shrine  of  the  Virgin  Mary  and  the  infant 
Jesus,  which  was  placed  in  a  magnificent  car,  just 
opposite  the  door  of  Mr.  Castillo.  There  are  a  host 
of  flankers  to  this  religious  procession  in  the  persons 
of  jolly  fat  friars,  canons  of  the  cathedral,  cho. 
risters  and  clergy,  each  armed  with  a  large  wax 
candle,  and  the  rear  guard  is  formed  by  the 
miHtaty,  horse  and  foot,  and  crowds  of  the  ad- 
juring populace.  Bands  of  music  being  placed  at 
intervals  in  the  long  moving  column,  some  of  the 
^dren  of  the.  higher  classes  are  on  this  occasion 


162  TBATEI.S    IN    THE 

dressed  up  as  angels,  to  attend  the  sainta ;  and  I 
vaa  not  a  little  amused  at  seeing  the  sephew  of  the 
Minister  of  Finnnce,  an  infant  gate,  a  pretty  boy  of 
seven  or  eight  years  of  age,  who  had  been  in  the 
morning  equipped  most  superbly  as  an  angel  to  at- 
tend the  Vir^n  Mary,  playing  in  the  afternoon  in 
the  streets  with  some  dirty  little  blackguard  boys, 
and  making  more  noise  than  all  the  rest  put  together. 
These  farces  and  mummeries,  for  really  they  must 
be  so  called,  will  I  conceive  be  discontinued  as  the 
lower  classes  get  gradually  more  enhghtcned  and 
less  bigoted  ;  for  most  of  the  well  informed  Colum- 
bians laugh  at  these  fooleries,  and  if  you  ask  them 
"  cui  bono  ?'"  they  reply  with  a  shrug  of  the 
shoulders,  "  you  must  sometimes  throw  a  tub  to  the 
whale."  I  saw  General  the  Baron  D'Eben  one  day 
returning  irom  a  long  procession  of  the  fiiars  of 
the  order  of  Saint  Domingo,  in  which  the  baron 
had  the  honour  of  carrying  the  saint's  standard. 
The  general  complained  of  being  hot,  thirsty,  and 
fatigued,  tliat  he  had  partaken  of  a  great  deal  of 
spiritual  comfort,  but  a  moderate  proportion  of  bo- 
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dily  consolation,  would  have  made  the  ^^  tout  en- 
semble^ go  off  better.  I  had  known  the  Baron 
lyEben  in  England  as  captain  of  the  York  huzzars : 
he  was  afterwards  captain  in  the  tenth  huzzars. 

On  the  evening  of  the  16th  of  April,  the  large 
cathedral,  churches,  and  all  the  convents  were 
splendidly  illuminated  with  wax  candles ;  the  altar- 
piece,  blazing  with  innumerable  lights,  had  a  very 
imposing  appearance  as  you  approached  it  from  the 
other  end  of  the  cathedral,  and  the  eyes  were  dazzled 
by  the  resplendent  ornaments  of  gold  and  silver 
plate,  gilded  saints,  and  rich  velvet,  embroidered  in 
the  most  beautiful  manner  by  the  nuns,  in  the  midst 
of  which  was  the  Virgin  and  infant  Jesus;  the 
dress  of  the  former  adorned  with  many  precious 
stones.  Before  this  altar  I  saw  persons  of  all  classes 
kneeling  devoutly,  saying  their  prayers ;  and  in  one 
part  of  the  church,  I  saw  a  man  and  woman  on  their 
knees  with  their  arms  extended  at  right  angles  from 
their  bodies :  I  found  on  enquiry  that  these  were 
penitent  sinners,  who,  as  a  punishment  for  their  sins, 
had  determined  to  remain  for  an  hour  and  a  half  or 
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two  hours  in  this  position,  »n(l  thdt  tb^  a 
fainted  from  the  excessive  paiu.  There  was  atito  a 
man  strippixl  tiakrcl  to  the  wnist,  who  wbs  scour^ig 
Inmsclf  with  cords  for  hie  post  sins.  Itappcarwlio 
me  that  he  was  carefiil  not  to  hit  too  hard,  oltliough 
from  his  moaningB  nnd  lamentations  you  would  have 
supposed  he  was  undergoing  a  dreadftil  punishment. 
You  also  see  Wttlking  atiout  the  streets  women  wear- 
ing a  religious  habit,  without  being  a  member  of  s 
religious  community ;  these  females  arc  called 
"beates"  (or blessed).  I  could  never  exactly  learn 
why  the  women  wore  this  dress,  except  that  it  was  ■ 
becoming  one ;  and  I  have  frequently  met  some  f£- 1 
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The  day  after  Good  Friday  was  a  grand  hunting 
day  at  Bogota;  there  was  a  subscription  pack  of 
dogs  kept  in  the  town,  for  hunting  the  deer  in  the 
adjacent  mountains.  The  dogs  are  a  large  sort  of 
rough  grayhound,  which  are  fast  and  hunt  by  the 
nose ;  but  the  riding  in  the  passes  of  the  mountains 
among  abrupt  precipices  is  break-neck  work,  and 
requires  strong  nerves.  The  poor  deer  has  hardly 
fiur  play,  as  some  of  the  horsemen  carry  guns  with 
them,  and  take  up  a  position  in  the  defiles  of  the 
numntains,  to  salute  him  with  a  shot  as  he  passes : 
they  also  frequently  have  with  them  lassos.  They 
bave  sometimes  a  good  run  when  the  stag  is  driven 
from  the  mountains  into  the  plain  of  Bogota.  Co- 
lonel Johnstone  of  the  Columbian  service  was  ex- 
tremely fond  of  deer  hunting,  and  had  taken  several 
couples  of  fox-hounds  to  Bogotd.  The  stag  killed 
this  day  was  sent  to  me  as  a  present  by  Senor  Pepe 
Paris.  It  was  a  fine  animal,  with  branching  horns, 
bat  not  quite  so  large  as  our  red  deer,  and  of  rather  a 
darker  colour.  The  venison  was  tough  and  bad,  far 
inferior  to  the  fat  bucks  in  the  parks  of  our  English 
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gentlemen.  There  was  also  in  the  forest  sroaU 
fallow  deer ;  the  buck  has  two  small  sharp  tiomB 
without  any  branches,  pointing  outwards  from  their 
base.  His  Excellency  the  Vice-Presidcut,  knowing 
my  partiality  to  animals,  had  the  kindness  to  send 
mc  a  tame  stag.  He  was  a  noble  animal,  and  so 
tame  that  he  would  feed  out  of  any  person's  hand. 
I  was  obliged  at  last  to  part  with  him.  He  had  a 
trick  of  going  up  stairs  and  walking  deliberately  into 
the  drawing  room,  and  admiring  himself  in  a  large 
mirror ;  and  on  these  occasions  my  servants  found 
it  difficult  to  make  him  leave  the  room,  without  in- 
iiirins  the  furniture.      He  has  oarticularlv  fond  of 
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horsemanship,  and  remarkable  skill  in  the  use  of  a 
long  light  lance,  became  at  last  quite  the  dread  and 
terror  of  die  Spanish  troops,  particularly  of  their 
cavalry.  These  men  are  accustomed,  from  their 
youth,  to  lead  a  vagabond  sort  of  life  on  horseback, 
in  looking  after  the  large  herds  of  cattle,  nearly 
in  a  wild  state,  which  feed  on  these  extensive 
plains,  and,  like  the  people  who  inhabit  the  im- 
mense Pampas,  or  pasture  lands  of  Buenos  Ayres, 
they  are  frequently  exposed  to  privations.  The 
Llanero  has  few  wants;  he  can  live  for  months 
together  on  fresh  beef,  which  his  lasso  can  at  all 
times  provide  for  him  :  this  he  cuts  into  steaks,  and 
broils  without  salt.  Should  his  horse  be  knocked 
up,  he  soon  procures  another  from  the  wUd  troops 
which  breed  in  the  savannahs.  His  arms  and  ac- 
coutrements consist  of  a  long  lance,  sometimes  a 
pistol  in  a  leather  girdle,  a  severe  iron  bit  for  his 
horse,  for  he  has  no  saddle,  a  straw  hat,  ornamented 
with  a  cockade  and  a  few  feathers  of  the  macaw 
and  green  parrot,  a  thin  roana,  blue  trowsers,  a 
large  pair  of  steel  spurs  with  long  rowels,  and  san- 
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his  long  tail,  thrown  him,  by  a  sudden  jerk,  on  his 
side,  and  then  despatched  the  rider  on  the  ground* 
.  The  Llaneros  were  commanded  by  the  gallant 
General  Pa^s,  now  governor  of  the  province  of  Cm- 
raccas  :  a  few  of  the  oldest  soldiers  generally  fonned 
the  body-guard  of  Bolivar.  An  officer  in  Bogota, 
who  had  been  aid-de-camp  to  Paes,  gave  me  his 
history,  which  was  rather  a  singular  one. — General 
Paes  was  the  son  of  a  small  tradesman  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Valencia,  and  on  one  occasion,  when  not 
more  than  seventeen  or  eighteen  years  of  age,  was 
sent  by  his  father,  with  a  few  hundred  Spanish  dol- 
lars, to  pay  for  some  goods.  He  was  mounted,  and 
had  taken  the  precaution  of  arming  himself  with  a 
loaded  pistol.  On  his  road  he  was  attacked  by  two 
robbers,  also  mounted ;  upon  which  he  drew  out  his 
pistol,  declaring  that  he  would  shoot  the  iirst  man 
who  attempted  to  lay  hands  on  liim.  This  threat 
he  immediately  put  into  execution,  on  one  of  the 
ruffians  attempting  to  stab  him.  The  other  robber, 
on  seeing  his  associate  fall,  made  his  escape.  Paes, 
being  much  alarmed  at  having  shot  the  robber,  re- 
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solved  not  to  retain  htnne,  and  left  the  eaaatij. 
Some  time  after  he  engaged  hinuelf  a>  KSmit  to  ■ 
nobleman,  who  had  lai^  lauded  ertates  in  CsnwcH. 
In  this  situation  he  condocted  hinudf  ao  wdl,  il»t 
he  gradually  gained  the  entire  confidence  of  Ida 
master,  and  became  hia  mqor-domo  or  head  atewwd, 
and  was  in  this  capad^  at  the  breaking  ont  of  Hn 
civil  war,  when  he  espoused  the  independait  caoae, 
and  by  the  intre[ndity,  judgment,  and  leal  windi 
he  displayed  on  all  occaaions,  he  soon  became  ■  gnat 
favourite  with  General  Bolivar,  and  was  r^ndlj 
promoted  to  the  rank  of  generaL 
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their  cruelties  to  the  Creoles.  As  it  may  naturally 
be  supposed,  the  education  of  General  Paes  had  not 
been  very  refined ;  he  had  much  of  the  roughness 
and  manner  of  a  plain  blimt  soldier ;  but  since  his  ap- 
pointment to  his  present  high  command,  I  hear  he 
has  taken  great  pains  with  himself.  He  now  speaks 
French  tolerably  well,  and  a  little  English.  He  is 
of  a  warm  temper,  but  his  heart  is  of  the  same  tem- 
perament ;  he  is  very  generous,  and  like  most  of 
his  countrymen  very  fond  of  dress. 

Two  or  three  little  anecdotes  were  related  to  me 
of  Paes,  which  mark  the  character  of  the  man.  On 
one  occasion  he  overtook  in  a  skirmish  a  Spanish 
major  of  cavalry,  who  defended  himself  bravely,  but 
when  the  general  was  just  in  the  act  of  running  the 
lance  through  him,  he  exclaimed,  ^^  Oh,  general,  if 
you  had  not  been  much  better  moimted  than  myself,  I 
should  have  been  an  overmatch  for  you.^  On  which 
the  general  said,  ^'  We  will  exchange  horses  and 
i^new  the  fight.*"  This  was  acceded  to  by  the 
major,  who  no  sooner  found  himself  on  the  back  of 
the  generaFs  horse,  than  he  galloped  off  at  full 
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chosen  senator ;  it  is  possible  he  may  not  aequire 
quite  so  many  laurels  in  the  senate-house  as  he  did 
on  the  plains  of  Apure  against  the  Spaniards. 

On  the  1st  of  May,  Colonel  Campbell,  Mr.  Cade, 
and  myself  went  by  appointment,  with  our  fiiend 
Father  Candia,  to  see  his  convent  at  Bogota  of  the 
Older  of  St  Francisco.  The  convent  is  an  im< 
mense  pile  of  building;  I  do  not  recollect  ever 
seeing  one  so  large  in  Spain.  Nearly  two  hours 
were  taken  up  in  our  inspection,  but  Friar  Candia 
informed  us  that  the  Franciscan  convent  at  Quito, 
to  the  south  of  Columbia,  was  considerably  larger 
than  this.  All  its  departments  to  me  seemed  well 
organized,  consisting  of  chapels,  two  libraries,  a 
sick  ward,  with  medicine-room,  refectory,  &c.  and 
Padre  Candia  was  building  for  the  sick — the  Fran- 
ciscan monks  attend  sick  persons, — ^warm  and  cold 
baths,  which  seemed  well  planned.  There  were 
three  large  quadrangles ;  the  walls  of  the  corridors 
on  the  ground  of  the  first  quadrangle  were  adorned 
^th  large  paintings  in  oil-colours,  containing  the 
history   of   St.  Francisco,   founder  of  the  order. 
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These  paintings  were  in  general  sad  daubs,  and  the 
subject  of  some  of  thein  quite  ridiculous.  The 
walls  of  the  corridor  above  this  were  hung  with  por- 
traits of  celebrated  friars  of  this  order ;  among  the 
number  I  saw  five  who  had  filled  the  papal  chair, 
Ganganclli  was  the  last,  and  several  cardinals.  The 
portriut  of  Ganganelli  was  well  painted ;  the  colour- 
ing good.  In  this  convent  there  are  some  fine 
paintings  by  a  native  of  Bogotui  who  may  be  consi- 
dered the  Murillo  of  this  country.  One  Madona 
and  infant  Jesus  is  a  charming  picture  ;  so  much 
sweetness  and  tenderness  in  the  countenance  of  the 
Madona,  and  the  smile  and  innocence  in  the  face  of 
the  infant  Jesus  is  admirable.  The  colouring  is 
mellow,  the  tints  clear,  and  there  ia  a  striking  cha- 
racter of  truth  and  esccllence  in  the  whole  com|H>- 
sition.  The  painter  of  this  picture,  Basques,  had 
been  in  Europe  to  study  the  works  of  the  great 
masters  in  Italy  ;  and  when  in  Italy  had  given  so 
much  satisfaction  to  a  poi)e,  whose  portrait  he 
painted,  that  he  sent  him  a  large  ring  set  with  dia- 
monds, having  his  miniature  in  it.     The  churches 
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and  convents  at  Bogotd  are  full  of  his  paintings, 
particularly  a  small  church  next  to  the  cathedral ; 
bat  many  of  his  best  pictures  are  placed  in  so  bad  a 
light  they  are  not  seen  to  advantage.  Basques 
must  have  been  a  man  of  first  rate  genius  as  a 
painter,  to  have  gained  so  much  eminence  in  a 
country,  and  at  a  time,  in  which  these  acquirements 
were  so  little  understood,  and  probably  not  much 
encouraged.  He  painted  in  the  beginning  of  the 
last  century.  We  were  shown  in  this  convent  the 
cell  of  one  of  the  friars,  who  had  been  viceroy  of 
New  Grenada,  and  had  lived  at  Bogoti  for  some 
years  in  all  the  pomp  and  splendour  of  a  prinqe,  till 
being  satiated  with  the  vanities  of  the  world,  he 
gave  up  his  high  situation,  and  retired  within  the 
walls  of  the  Franciscan  convent ;  where,  like  the 
emperor  Charles  the  Fifth,  he  ended  his  days  in 
tranquillity.  The  Franciscans  are  a  poor  order,  and 
are  not  allowed  to  have  lands,  houses,  or  other  pro- 
perty.  I  suspect  they  do  not  live  badly,  some  of 
the  fiiars  having  famous  corporations.  A  gentle- 
man told  me  that  when  he  resided  some  years  before 
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at  Canccas,a  FiaaOMW  Mtt  vmA  to  1)^4' dv 

bank  at  Mente  at  the  capcaiii-gKWnd>  boMtf  ^MC 
that  he  generally  had  two  bigi  with  l,O0ftd«aMM» 
io  each,  and  tjiat  he  hu  seen  penoiU  Itin'SO'iirf 
60,000  dollars  in  an  erani^.  At  tint  tnie  thv 
Prince  of  Peace  governed  Spain,  and  all  ntOMinii^ 
were  sold. 

I  called  one  mtmiing  on  the  MaKfaienen  JHb 
Maria  Lozano  with  Mn.  General  EngUdi,  Qtr 
principal  object  waa  to  aee  bcrboiue  wbiA'weil 
sidered  the  beet  fttmii^ed  in  Bt^Ui.  This  oeN 
tainly  wax  the  caae ;  there  was  some  very  vahublB 
old  t'urnilurc   in  the  apurtments,  and  many   mnaU 
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down  in  a  large  arm  chair,  and  wished  her  good 
night.  These  robbers  remained  undiscovered, 
which  does  not  speak  much  for  the  vigilance  of  the 
police  of  the  metropolis.  The  marquis,  her  hus- 
band, was  a  Creole,  and  had  very  large  estates  in 
the  plain  of  Bogota,  and  lived  chiefly  at  one  of  his 
quintas,  being  of  very  retired  and  studious  habits* 
I  never  had  the  pleasure  of  being  introduced  to  the 
coimt,  who  was  well  informed,  and  had  been  two  or 
three  times  to  Spain. 

A  merchant  shewed  me  a  necklace  of  Panama 
pearls  which  were  particularly  fine  in  colour,  shape^ 
size,  and  evenness.  He  wanted  3000  dollars  for 
the  necklace,  but,  as  he  had  a  great  deal  of  the  Jew 
about  him,  I  suspect  he  might  have  been  tempted 
to  part  with  them  for  2000  dollars  laid  down  on 
his  counter.  The  pearls  found  in  the  oysters  on 
the  coast  near  Panama,  are  not  so  fine  as  the  orien- 
tal pearls  in  colour,  and  they  frequently  turn  yellow 
in  a  few  years*  I  believe  in  no  part  of  the  world 
are  the  drop-pearls  found  so  large  and  of  so  good  a 
shape  as  at  Panama,  and  when  they  match,  will 
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tttdt  VRT  h^  prxK  Pari*  feaai  on  the  coul 
«€  Rio  de  U  Uadir  art  of  m  better  colour  thui  dw 
Piuaaa  peari,  bnt  in  gownl  tkey  vr  not  eo  larger 
The  Goakins  IwAametnyva  a  pcari  fiabery  on 
tUscnast. 

Tbr  rlimaie  of  Begoti  B^  b«  conodend  a  ptr- 
petnal  >spn]^.  In  k««|uig  a  dail;  acoauni  of  tlic 
ikennameter  Am-  Hme  HHnihe  ia  *  room,  without  a 
Btr,  in  ibe  shade,  I  sddotn  found  it  above  "^f'  or 
vaAa  06' :  and  in  tbe  dry  season  th«  roorniDgs,  from 
dx  to  ten  o'dock  arc  quitr  delightful.  £ven  in 
tbe  runy  season  the  momii^  are  generally  fine ; 

tho  nin  hiriag  •»>  aknit  t^^x  nr  ihnv  nVInnJf  in    til*     ' 
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m  this  plain,  which,  like  our  European  birds,  make 
ample  amends  for  their  sober  plumage,  by  the  sweet- 
ness of  their  notes.  Among  these  is  the  blackbird, 
Teiy  like  our  English  bird,  though  of  a  lighter  co- 
lour and  rather  larger  size.  I  am  not  much  of  a 
florist,  but  I  never  saw  in  any  part  of  Europe  such 
a  variety  of  fine  carnations  as  the  ladies  of  Bogota 
have  in  pots  round  their  balconies.  The  colours 
axe  beautiful,  and  some  of  the  flowers  very  large. 
To  adorn  my  balcony  like  those  of  my  neighbours, 
I  purchased  fif):y  pots  of  carnations  at  a  dollar  each, 
and,  as  a  lady,  who  was  a  connoisseur  in  plants,  had 
the  kindness  to  select  them  for  me,  I  could  boast  of 
having  some  rare  ones  in  my  collection,  which  were 
taken  great  care  of  by  a  mulatto  female  servant. 
On  a  bright  warm  morning,  I  have  seen  the  hum- 
ming-birds fluttering  like  the  dragon-fly  over  the 
flowers,  catching  the  insects,  and  sipping  honey- 
dew.  The  various  hues  reflected  by  the  rays  of 
Ae  sun  from  their  backs  and  breasts  of  purple  and 
gold,  appear,  from  the  rapid  motion  of  these  small 
birds,  most  beautifril,  and  dazzle  the  eye.     Until  I 
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had  ficen  the  bumming-bird  M  Bogoti,  I  thought 
it  was  never  found  in  «a  cold  a  ctiraatc ;  but,  in 
my  solitary  rambles  iu  thv  inounuins  bcbind  tlic 
town,  I  have  frequently  seen  them  iit  an  i^lcva- 
lion  of  400  or  SIX)  feel  above  it.  On  ibe»e  oe- 
eaaionn  I  much  resetted  not  being  a  botaniat,  as 
these  mountains  were  covered  with  shruba  and 
|ilauts;  some  of  them  extremely  beautiful  in  the 
funnation  of  tlieir  folil^^  and  in  the  colouni  of  their 
fhiwers,  aUhoup:li  tlicrc  would  have  been  little 
i-)iniioe  of  my  making  any  new  <)i»covenes,  us  the 
eclebnited  botanist  Mutis  resided  for  many  years  at 
Buirolu.  who  was  indefau?ablc  in  bis  researches  afto:  s 
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irell  in  bis  yard  by  means  of  a  rougb  bair  line. 
A  small  wheel  turns  round  witb  great  velocity  wben 
set  going  by  a  spring,  round  wbich  the  hair  line 
coils  itself,  throwing,  at  the  same  time,  the  water 
into  a  wooden  spout  in  a  sufficient  quantity  to  fill  a 
large  patacha  (or  earthen  jug)  in  a  short  time.  He 
had  also  established  an  extensive  tannery  at  this 
place,  and  was  making  a  great  deal  of  money  by  the 
tanning  of  hides.  I  was  shewn  a  very  pretty  pri- 
vate chapel  witb  two  small  6ne  paintings  by 
Besques;  I  was  much  inclined  to  purchase  the 
pictures,  but  the  colonel  asked  too  much  money  for 
them. 

The  dogs  are  so  numerous  in  the  streets  of  Bo- 
gota, many  of  them  without  masters,  picking  up 
all  the  filth  they  can  meet  with,  that  the  alcalde  is 
oUiged^  occasionally,  to  send  men  in  the  evening 
armed  with  lances,  to  kill  all  they  can  find.  On 
these  occasions  I  was  under  great  apprehensions 
for  my  pointer,  Don,  who  would  have  met  the  same 
ftte  as  the  ugliest  cur,  from  these  destroyers  of  the 
canine  race. 
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Paid  a  viut  to  Sefior  Rivicro,  i 


April  29th. 

director  of  the  National  Museum,  who  had  just  ro- 
turned  from  an  expedition  on  the  banks  of  the  river 
Meta,  to  survey  it,  and  make  astronomical  obser- 
vations. The  IVIcta  is  distant  four  days  front  Ho- 
got^t  over  the  mountains  eatttward,  and  af>cr  running 
a  considerable  distance  through  immense  plains,  dis- 
charges itself  into  the  great  river  Oronimku.  I 
van  Bhcwn  by  Mr,  Riviero,  a  piece  of  the  milk  tree, 
some  of  the  milk,  and  a  piece  of  wax  extracted 
irom  it.  He  had  also  a  small  calabash  filled  nritli 
the  curac^  (poison)  given  to  him  by  some  of  the  In- 
dians who  inhabit  the  banks  of  the  river  Meta,  i>ho 
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of  tBe  hammocks  of  these  Indians,  called  chilcho- 
nos :  it  was  most  ingeniously  made  of  the  bark  of 
the  palm-tree,  the  cords  fine,  but  strong,  and  well 
adapted  to  sleep  in  in  a  hot  climate :  and  some  very 
beautifiil  tiger-cat  skins,  which  he  had  purchased  of 
the  Indians.  He  had  also  a  root  called  barbasco, 
finmd  on  the  banks  of  this  river,  a  decoction  of  which 
mixed  in  the  waters  of  the  Meta,  enables  the  In- 
dians to  take  great  quantities  of  fish,  which  become 
intoxicated^  and  float  on  the  surface  of  the  river. 
This  reminded  me  of  my  youthful  days  at  Rugby, 
when  I  firequently  waged  war  against  the  finny  tribe 
in  the  river  Avon,  by  putting  cochlicus  indicus  in 
the  large  deep  pools  to  make  the  fish  drunk.  The 
barbasco  root  has  no  efiect  upon  the  alligators  or 
turtles.  In  the  Meta  is  a  very  extraordinary  little 
fish,  called  the  caribbee ;  it  is  about  six  or  seven 
inches  in  length,  and  so  fierce  and  ravenous  that  it 
will  immediately  attack  a  person  bathing,  and  where 
they  are  numerous,  it  is  a  service  of  danger  going 
into  the  water.  This  fish  is  much  esteemed  by  the 
Indians  as  food. — The  wind  for  certain  months  of 
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the  year,  always  blows  from  the  north  up  the  river 
Meta. 

April  26th,  the  British  Commissioners  and  Mr. 
Cade  had  the  honour  of  dining  with  his  Excellency 
the  Vice>President  of  the  State  of  Columbia.  In- 
vited  to  meet  us  were  the  President  of  the  Senate 
and  House  of  Congress,  and  many  of  the  most 
distinguished  characters  of  both  houses,  several 
generals,  judges,  and  all  the  etat-major  of  the  ca- 
pital.  The  dinner  was  most  sumptuous,  but  not 
exactly  suited  to  an  English  palate,  and  the  fish 
formed  a  sort  of  rear-guard,  instead  of  occupying 
an  advanced  post,  according  to  our  fashion.  The 
favourite  Spanish  dish  called  the  olla  podrida  Hiked 
exceedingly ;  it  consisted  of  boiled  fowls,  bacon,  beef 
and  mutton,  and  a  variety  of  vegetables  all  heaped 
together  in  the  same  dish,  but  the  cookery  is  plain^ 
and  free  from  garlick  and  oil.  As  usual,  we  walked 
about  between  the  courses,  and  then  renewed  the  at- 
tack on  the  poultry  and  sweetmeats,  which  were  ex- 
cellent to  the  taste,  and  beautiful  to  the  eye.  I 
heard  afterwards  that  the  dulces  or  sweetmeats,  with 
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the  pastry,  cost  the  Vice-President  400  doUars 
(eighty  pounds).  Many  toasts  were  given  at  dinner 
and  afterwards  by  His  Excellency  the  Vice-Pre- 
ddent  and  different  members  of  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Congress,  some  particularly  compli- 
mentary to  the  English  nation.  The  Creoles  have 
a  happy  knack  of  expressing  a  great  deal  in  few 
words  in  their  toasts,  and  their  language  is  in  ge- 
neral elegant  and  appropriate.  I  was  really  sur- 
prised to  hear  with  what  freedom  and  self-confidence 
these  gentlemen  spoke  their  sentiments.  The 
Vice-President  did  the  honours  of  his  table  re> 
markably  well,  setting  all  his  guests  at  their  ease. 

The  dining-room  was  long,  lofty,  and  narrow, 
and  on  the  walls  were  painted  the  names  of  Colum- 
bian  generals  and  colonels  who  had  fallen  in  the 
cause  of  independence ;  and  the  names  of  the 
places  where  the  principal  victories  had  been  gain- 
ed. I  observed  on  tjie  wall  opposite  to  where  I  sat, 
"Carabobo**^,  which  victory  was  chiefly  gaitted  by 
the  gallantry  of  an  English  battalion,  now  called 
the   "  Regiment  of  Carabobo.''     I  had  the  honor 
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of  proposing  the  health  of  the  President  Bolivar, 
which  was  drunk  with  enthusiasm  by  every  one, 
and  we  parted  soon  after  in  high  glee,  well  pleased 
with  our  host  and  his  entertainment. 

The  next  day  tliere  was  a  terrible  fracas  in  the 
House  of  Congress,  in  consequence  of  a  motion 
being  made  by  a  member  to  investigate  the  con- 
duct of  the  President  Herrera,  accused  of  receiving 
bribes  in  his  judicial  situation,  and  that  he  should 
quit  the  presidents  chair  during  the  investigation ; 
this  Seiior  Herrera  refused  to  do,  and  the  tumult 
was  at  last  so  great  that  the  house  was  obliged  to 
break  up  without  coming  to  any  decision  on  the 
question.  Colonel  Campbell  saw  the  whole  affair, 
and  said  it  was  a  complete  bear-garden.  At  the 
sitting  of  the  House  of  Congress  next  day,  the 
President  Herrera  was  deposed,  and  a  special  com- 
mittee appointed  to  investigate  his  conduct. 

In  this  week  a  decree  passed  the  senate  and  con- 
gress to  dispose  of  part  of  the  church  plate  and 
other  properties  mortgaged  to  the  different  monastic 
institutions.  The  government  calculated  on  getting 
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I9OOO9OOO  dollars  by  these  means.  The  legislative 
body  ought  to  have  been  assembled  on  the  2d  Ja- 
nuary 1824,  but  it  was  not  constitutionally  installed 
until  some  time  in  April,  from  the  want  of  the 
proper  number  of  members. 
During  this  time  the  daily  expences  of  the  go- 

ft 

vemment  to  the  members  who  had  arrived  in  Bo- 
gota, amounted  to  11,868  dollars,  viz.  : 

To  the  members  of  the  Senate 2136 

Ditto  of  the  Chamber 9732 


11868 


Those  members  who  did  not  arrive  at  Bogota  on 
the  day  of  assembling,  were  to  be  heavily  fined,  un- 
less prevented  by  sickness. 

A  few  days  after  this.  Colonel  Campbell  and  my- 
self were  invited  by  Sefior  Pep^  Paris,  to  go  with 
him  to  see  the  famous  lake  of  Guativata,  which 
he  had  been  endeavouring  to  drain  for  the  last  two 
or  three  years,  in  the  expectation  of  finding  golden 
Indian  idols  by  wholesale,  and  also  ingots  of  gold. 
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supposed  to  have  l»«i  thrown  there  1^  the  Ii 

caciques  in  tticir  religious  cereinoniiw,  nod  lo  di 
nish  tlic  plunder  of  their  conquerors,  the  Spf 
A  company  hud  been  formed  at  liogotn,  under  tl 
direction  of  Scnor  Pepc  Paris,  to  raise  a  sufficient 
sum  for  tlic  draining  of  the  lake  of  Guatsvil 
The  shares  ivere  at  2UU0  dollars,  and  like  many 
those  of  the  mining  coin]>anie)i  in  this 
ncre  at  one  dmc  at  a  considerable  premium, 
before  I  left  Bogota  had  dimiaiBhed  much  in  valnts'' 
Our  party  consisted,  besides  those  above  iiamod,  of 
Mr.  Riviero,  the  mineralogist,  and  Dr.  Cheyne. 


'i«nt 
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the  village  of  that  name  about  four  o^clock  in  the 
afternoon ;  distant  firom  Bogota  about  thirty  miles 
in  an  eke.  direction.  A  short  distance  from  the 
village  of  Guativata  we  met  a  Franciscan  friar,  who 
was  officiating  for  the  cur^ :  he  was  on  horseback, 
followed  by  about  forty  fiumers  well  mounted.  The 
friar  addressed  us  in  a  short  speech,  hoping  that 
our  arrival  in  Columbia  would  be  for  the  benefit  of 
his  country^  and  bidding  us  welcome  to  Guatavita. 
We  then  proceeded  to  the  cure's  house,  in  front  of 
which  were  assembled  all  the  Indians,  for  this  was 
an  Indian  village.  There  were  two  of  them  play- 
ing  on  their  national  instrument,  the  chirimia  (small 
drum  and  flute),  and  others  were  letdng  off  squibs 
and  crackers.  The  fanners  passed  the  cure's  house 
in  file,  then  formed,  took  ofi*  their  hats,  and  gave 
three  hearty  cheers,  in  which  the  Indians  and  our- 
selves joined.  They  then  exclaimed  ^^  Vive  la  na- 
tion Inglese,  amigos  de  la  Republica  de  Columbia  "^ 
(Prosperity  to  the  English  nation,  friends  of  the 
Republic  of  Columbia).  We  had  every  thing  pro- 
vided  for  us  in  the  cure  s  house,  where  we  slept  that 
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night.     The  living  of  Guatnvita  is  worth  annually 

3000  dollars. 

The  Indians  in  thiH  part  appear  a  miserable  race, 
whose  spirits  have  been  thoroughly  subdued  by  the 
oppression  and  cruelty  of  the  first  Spanish  conquer- 
ors. If  you  ask  one  of  these  Indians  a  question, 
he  answers  "  Si,  mi  amo— No,  mi  amo  "—(yes,  my 
master— no,  my  master)  in  the  most  submissive 
tone.  The  Indian  huts  in  this  village  were  filthy 
within,  and  the  inmates  wretchedly  poor. 

In  the  gallery  of  the  cure,  I  was  rather  surprised 
to  see  a  large  print  of  George  the  Second,  moimted 
on  a  prancing  charger ;  for  such  was  the  supersti- 
tion of  the  people  of  this  country  at  one  time,  that 
a  priest  woidd  have  thought  his  house  defiled  by 
having  even  the  print  of  a  heretic  prince  in  it. 
The  small  river  of  Guatavita  runs  close  by  this 
village  in  an  ene.  direction,  and  then  winds  round 
to  asw.  by  the  village  of  Esquiba,  and  enters  the 
plain  of  Bogota,  which  name  it  then  takes.  Iron 
and  coal  are  found  near  the  village  of  Guatavita, 
and  the  latter  burns  something  like  pitch,  or  the 
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Kendal  coal.  There  were  also  several  mineral 
springs  near  the  village ;  the  heat  of  some  of  the 
water  being  63^. 

About  a  fortnight  before  our  arrival,  a  sad  acci- 
dent occurred  to  one  of  the  Indians,  who  was  adorn- 
ing with  flowers  a  large  stone  cross  in  front  of  the 
cur^s  house,  in  expectation  of  the  visit  of  the  Bri- 
tish Commissioners.  One  large  stone  of  the  cross 
gave  way,  and  falling  on  the  Indian'^s  head,  killed 
him  on  the  spot.  The  poor  man  left  a  wife  and 
two  children.  We  of  course  made  a  subscription 
for  her,  and  left  it  in  the  hands  of  the  Franciscan 
friar. 

We  left  Guatavita  at  seven  o^clock  on  Tuesday 
morning,  and  arrived  at  nine  to  breakfast  at  a  cot- 
tage built  by  Sefior  Pepe  Paris  near  the  lake.  In 
our  way  to  this  village,  we  passed  by  the  spot  where 
once  stood  the  Indian  town  of  Chilacho,  which, 
previous  to  the  conquest  of  the  country  by  the  Spa- 
niards, was  inhabited  almost  entirely  by  Indians, 
^ho  traded  in  gold  and  silver.  Aiter  breakfast  we 
Walked  to  the  lake  of  Guatavita,  distant  about  a 
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quarter  of  a  mile.  The  view  of  the  lake  from  the  nde 
where  the  excavations  have  been  made  is  pleasing, 
although  sombre ;  it  appears  round,  in  the  shape  of 
a  punch-bowl,  surrounded  by  mountains  on  all  sides, 
apparently  two  or  three  hundred  feet  high,  and 
wooded  to  their  eummits ;  the  water  of  the  lake  was 
as  smooth  as  glass — not  the  slightest  ripple  on  it, 
and  very  clear.  On  one  side  of  the  lake  was  point- 
ed  out  to  me  the  steps  made  by  the  Indians  for  as- 
cending and  descending  when  their  caciques,  nobler, 
and  priests  of  the  people  came  to  perform  their  ido- 
latrous rites,  to  appease  the  evil  spirits,  wliich  they 
supposed  inhabited  the  waters  of  the  Guatavita. 
Wc  crossed  the  lake  in  a  small  flat-bottomed  boat, 
in  doing  which  I  looked  particularly  sharp  in  the 
shallow  parts,  to  endeavoui  to  discover  some  of  the 
golden  idols,  but  all  in  vun.  The  centre  of  the 
lake  is  about  twenty-seven  feet  deep,  and  there  the 
gold  is  supposed  to  be  in  great  quantities.  On  the 
other  side  of  the  lake,  we  inspected  a  row  of  large 
piles  that  had  been  driven  in  by  the  Spaniards, 
about  fifty  years  after  the  conquest  of  the  country, 


PSOYIXCES   OF    COLUMBIA.  103 

with  the  same  object  as  that  of  our  friend  Pepe 
Paris,  but  merely  to  drain  a  part  of  the  lake  that 
was  rather  shallow,  which  the  Spaniards  succeeded 
in  doing,  and  got  up  a  considerable  quantity  of 
gold j  one-fifth  of  which,  amounting  to  3000  doUars, 
was  paid  into  the  royal  treasury  at  Bogotd  as  the 
king  of  Spain^'s  share.  An  official  document  was 
found  in  the  archives  at  Bogota  corroborating  this 
fiict  Colonel  Campbell  and  Dr.  Cheyne  bathed  in 
the  lake,  and  found  the  water  cold. 

The  cut  made  by  Pepe  Paris  is  in  the  side  of  the 
mountain,  in  an  ene.  direction.  It  is  upwards  of 
three  years  since  he  commenced  this  great  under- 
taking, much  of  which  time  was  employed,  at  no 
small  expense,  in  endeavouring  to  cut  through  a 
hill,  to  let  out  the  water  of  the  lake,  but  as  the 
opening  had  not  sufficient  slope,  the  rocks  and 
earth  fell  in  seven  times.  As  his  design  had 
no  chance  of  success  this  way,  he  was  advised  to 
dig  a  subterraneous  channel,  about  thirty  feet  lower 
than  the  bed  of  the  lake,  in  the  same  direction  he 
had  taken  in  making  the  first  fissure,  which  at  the 
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mines  aie  distant  four  or  five  days^  journey  from 
Bogota,  in  the  province  of  Mariquita,  and  these  I 
understand  have  never  been  worked  much  in 
any  way,  but  the  earth  and  sand  have  only  been 
washed  for  gold-dust;  on  a  plain  of  which  they  tell 
you  the  town  of  Mariquita  is  built,  and  of  which 
yon  are  sure  to  find  traces  if  you  dig  up  some  earth 
in  the  streets,  and  wash  it  in  a  bowl.  This  may 
be;  but  I  have  frequently  found  a  little  exag- 
geration in  their  stories.  Mariquita  is  a  ride  of 
two  or  three  hours'  distance  from  the  town  of  Honda, 
0ver  a  fine  plain.  Deer  and  tiger-cats  are  nume- 
rous in  the  forests  in  the  vicinity  of  the  lake  of 
Guatavita. 

On  the  same  day,  our,  party  visited  the  quinta  of 
Mr.  Montoyo  (brother  to  the  gentleman  who  was  in 
England  to  raise  the  last  Columbian  loan)  ;  its  si- 
tuation was  on  an  eminence,  surrounded  with  large 
pasture-grounds,  in  which  were  a  great  many  brood 
mares,  stallions,  and  colts,  as  the  income  of  the 
property  chiefly  arose  from  the  sale  of  horses  bred 

on  the  estate^    Mr.  Montoyo  was  esteemed  a  veigr 
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pears  one  large  mass  of  salt,  mixed  with  pyrites 
ancTsuIphur,  which  is  sent  to  a  vast  distance,  even 
to  the  valley  of  Cauca,  and  the  province  of  Choco, 
on  the  Pacific ;  as  near  the  former  place,  I  after- 
wards met  bullocks  laden  with  salt  firom  Sapaquiera. 
An  arrdba  of  salt  (261bs.)  is  here  worth  six  reals 
(2s.  6d.).  The  Indians,  who  carry  the  salt  water 
in  pig-skins  firom  the  salt-works  to  the  boiling- 
bouses,  get  two  reals  for  forty  loads.  We  here  saw 
fine  specimens  of  the  pyrites  in  a  mixture  of  iron 
and  sulphur,  an  abundance  of  the  latter  being  pro- 
cured in  these  salt-works.  On  an  average  of  years, 
these  salt-works  pay  the  government  a  net  revenue 
of  120,000  hard  dollars;  and  what  is  v^  singular, 
the  process  used  to  extract  the  salt  has  not  varied 
since  the  time  of  the  Indians,  aborigines  of  the 
country.  Large  earthen  pots  are  filled  with  salt 
water,  and  put  on  holes  in  a  row  above  the  fire — ^the 
adjacent  mountains  supply  plenty  of  fiiel ;  as  the 
water  evaporates,  the  salt  is  found.  They  continue 
replenishing  the  pots  with  salt  water,  until  the  ves- 
sel is  filled  with  a  solid  mass  of  salt,  the  pots  are 
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then  broken  to  get  the  salt,  which  causes  an  expense 
of  4000  or  5000  dollars  per  annum.  I  believe 
Colonel  Jolinstoae,  and  some  other  foreigners,  have 
hired  these  salt-works  of  the  government  for  a  term 
of  years,  and  intend  using  iron  pots  for  the  evapo- 
ration of  the  salt  water,  which  will  considerably  di- 
minish the  expense  of  the  operation.  This  is  a 
speculation  I  should  think  likely  to  answer,  as  the 
demand  for  salt  will  increase  with  the  population. 
There  are  also  saU-minea  about  two  leagues  from 
Bogotfi,  but  the  government  docs  not  allow  them  to 
be  worked.  The  Spaniards  began  building  a  large 
church  at  Sapaquiera  twenty  years  ago ;  15,000 
dollars  were  allowed  annually  by  the  viceroy  from 
the  salt-works  towards  the  erection,  but  it  is  not 
faftlf  finished,  nor  likely  to  be  so.  The  Spaniards 
often  commenced  gigantic  undertakings  in  Spain, 
but  seldom  went  through  with  them. 

The  celebrated  emerald  mines  of  Moussa  are 
twenty  leagues  from  Sapaquiera,  and  I  regretted 
exceedingly  that  I  could  not  accompany  Sefior 
Pepe  Paris  and  Mr.  Riviero,  who  were  to  leave  iia 
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the  next  day  to  visit  them,  when  the  latter  gentle- 
man was  to  examine  them.  These  mines  are  also 
let  to  some  gentlemen  for  ten  or  twenty  years. 
Shortly  before  our  arrival  at  Sapaquiera,  an  Indian 
ploughed  up  in  a  field,  sixty  small  Indian  idols  of 
gold ;  one  of  them  was  given  me  by  a  gentleman  of 
the  place,  which  I  presented  to  Colonel  Campbell. 
The  natives  of  the  province  of  Antioquia  are  very 
expert  in  discovering  the  graves  of  the  Indians 
buried  before  the  conquest,  which  on  opening  they 
frequently  find  to  contain  a  considerable  number  of 
golden  idols,  ornaments,  &c.  As  this  part  of  the 
plain  of  Bogotd  is  extremely  fertile,  the  large  fields 
are  covered  with  cattle  in  all  directions,  which 
&tten  within  three  months  on  these  luxuriant  pas- 
tures. '  An  arrdba  of  beef  (251bs.)  is  worth  here 
not  more  than  six  reals. 

In  returning  to  the  capital  the  next  day,  we 
swam  our  horses  and  mules  across  the  river  Bo- 
gota, which  we  crossed  on  a  raft  covered  with 
rushes.      On   the  left  of  the  road  we  saw   the 
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quiiita  of  Ilis  Excellency  the  Vice-President ; 
he  had  a  fine  estate  of  grazing  ground  surround- 
ing it. 

At  ten  o'clock  we  halted  at  the  village  of  Cea,  at 
the  hoiTse  of  the  cure,  where  we  found  breakfast 
ready  for  us  after  the  Spanish  fashion,  consisting  of 
fried  e^s  and  plantains,  broiled  fowls,  salt-beef,  po- 
tatoes, &c.  and  finished  by  a  small  cup  of  thick  cho- 
colate. We  weie  not  a  little  surprised  at  the  dis- 
play of  plate  made  by  the  cut^.  The  plates, 
dishes,  and  cups,  were  all  silver  and  very  heavy. 
The  cunS  told  me  they  were  in  the  end  much 
cheaper  than  china,  which  was  very  dear  and 
scarce  in  the  interior  of  the  country.  Here  Sefior 
Pep6  Paris  and  Mr.  Riviero  quitted  us  on  their 
loute  to  Mousaa.  Cea  is  a  large  Indian  village ; 
most  of  the  cottages  are  nearly  concealed  by 
orchards  of  apple-trees,  the  fruit  of  which  is  sent 
for  sale  to  the  tnarkct  of  Bogota.  At  five  m  the 
afternoon  we  reached  home,  but  not  without  a  com- 
plete drenching ;  for  it  rained  hard  the  whole  of  the 
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time,  which  made  it  very  slippery  for  the  horses^ 
feet. 

In  this  week  I  saw  one  of  the  bull-fights  in  the 
Great  Square  in  front  of  my  house,  but  as  I  had 
already  seen  this  national  amusement  in  Spain, 
where  the  bulls  of  Andalusia  are  particularly  fierce 
and  active,  the  riders  excellent,  and  the  bulls 
allowed  the  firee  range  of  the  arena,  I  was  rather 
disappointed  at  the  exhibition.  The  bull  was  led 
into  the  square  by  a  man  on  horseback,  who  had  a 
laso  fixed  round  the  lower  part  of  the  horns  of  the 
animaL  The  laso  was  of  considerable  length,  to  al« 
low  the  bull  to  attack  the  piccadore,  who  has  a  small 
bandera  (or  flag)  in  his  left  hand,  which  he  waves 
about  to  occupy  the  attention  of  the  bull ;  and  to 
irritate  him  when  he  makes  a  furious  charge  at  the 
piccadore  with  his  head  to  the  ground,  he  dex« 
terously  throws  a  small  javelin  or  dart  into  his  neck, 
and  springs  on  one  side.  At  one  end  of  the  dart  is  a 
cracker,  which  goes  off  immediately,  and  renders  the 
soimal  more  finrious  in  attacking  his  assailant :  but 
on  these  occasions  the  buU  has  scarcely  fair  pby ; 
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fur  as  Eoon  as  the  horseman  observes  the  piccadore 
in  danger  of  being  overtaken,  he  checks  his  horae 
with  a  severe  paatueian  bit,  and  tlic  weU-trahied 
animal  instantly  turns  a  little  on  one  side,  plants 
his  feet  in  the  beet  position  for  resisting  the  strength 
of  the  bull  in  his  exertions  to  reach  the  piccadore : 
and  this  part  is  so  well  arranged  by  the  rider  and 
the  horse,  that  I  have  frequently  seen  the  bull 
thrown  on  his  side  with  such  force  as  to  lie  for 
some  time  as  if  he  had  been  shot.  In  witnessing 
the  loBoing  of  tbe  wild  horses  and  cattle  in  the  im- 
mense plains  of  South  America,  the  excellent  train- 
ing of  the  horses  has  always  excited  my  admiration, 
particularly  the  position  the  horse  assumes,  when 
the  animal  is  lasoed,  in  order  to  bring  him  to  the 
ground  without  falling  himself.  The  laso  is  fixed 
to  the  hind  part  of  the  saddle  with  a  strong  iron 
ring.  On  one  occasion  I  saw  an  officer  in  uniform 
brought  to  the  ground  by  the  bull,  and  every  one  ex- 
pected he  would  have  been  killed  ;  but  fortunately 
for  him  the  bull  vented  his  rage  on  the  poor  horse, 
which   was  wounded,  while  the  rider  escaped  e 
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foot  The  boys  are  constantly  practising  with  a 
small  laso  in  the  fiurm-yards,  by  throwing  at  the 
pigs,  poultry,  &c.  One  day  I  saw  in  the  great 
market-place  a  pig  manoeuvre  wonderfiilly  well,  to 
avoid  the  laso  thrown  at  him  by  an  Indian,  who 
did  not  succeed  in  catching  him  till  the  seventh 
throw. 

Called  on  Mr.  Riviero  at  the  National  Museum, 
where  I  saw  the  body  of  an  Indian  cacique,  which 
had  been  recently  dug  up  near  the  town  of  Tunja. 
It  was  in  excellent  preservation.  The  body  was 
found  enveloped  in  a  large  piece  of  cotton  cloth,  of 
different  colours,  and  must  have  been  buried  before 
the  conquest  of  the  country  by  the  Spaniards,  as 
Mr.  Riviero  informed  me  that  no  doth  of  this  ma- 
nufacture had  ever  been  seen  by  the  Creoles.  The 
body  was  in  a  sitting  posture,  and  the  knees  nearly 
touched  the  chin. 

Saturday,  11th  June,  gave  a  dinner  to  His  Ex- 
cellency the  Vice-President,  and  twenty-four  mem- 
bers of  the  senate  and  the  lower  house ;  the  mini^ 
ten  also  and  some  of  the  principal  officers  wore  of 
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pie  in  the  streets,  take  off  their  hats,  and  say  their 
prayers  to  themselves.  They  also  take  off  their 
hats  in  passing  a  church  or  convent.  The  govern- 
ment has  certainly  displayed  a  prudent  and  wise 
policy  in  suppressing  almost  all  the  provincial  con- 
vents, and  appropriating  to  itself  their  revenues, 
and  in  collecting  the  cowled  brotherhood  to  the  ca- 
pital, where  their  conduct  can  be  closely  watched, 
and  intrigue  prevented.  These  drones  have  al- 
ready lost  much  of  their  influence,  even  among  the 
lower  classes.  I  do  not  recollect  ever  meeting  a 
monk  in  the  best  society  at  Bogota,  as  you  do  in 
Spain,  where  there  are  fiimily  confessors  among  the 
first  class  of  grandees,  who  frequently  acquire  in 
that  capacity  great  influence  and  power. 

From  what  I  was  told  of  the  friars  in  South 
America,  they  seem  to  have  led,  under  the  Spanish 
government,  as  dissolute  a  life  in  the  new  world  as 
in  the  old.  A  few  years  before,  a  Dominican  friar 
seduced  seven  young  girls  at  Bogota,  to  whom  he 
acted  as  father  confessor.  They  were  all  pregnant 
nearly  at  the  same  time.    The  parents  and  friends 


psonvcXB  or  colvkbia.  907 

rwan.  At  twelre  o^dock  the  lorer  made  his  sppetr- 
Mice,  when  the  enraged  friar  immediatdy  bmrst 
ftmn  the  pUce  of  oonceahnent,  and  instantly  fired 
at  his  rival.  The  young  man  mshed  on  the  assas- 
sin before  he  could  discharge  the  second  pistol,  and 
after  a  severe  straggle,  in  which  he  was  assisted  by 
his  mistress,  disarmed  him,  and  forced  him  toyidd. 
On  examining  the  countenance  of  the  disguised  in- 
truder, the  lady  recognised,  to  her  infinite  astonish- 
« 

ment,  her  importunate  monastic  lover ;  which  was 
no  sooner  made  known  to  the  young  man,  than, 
with  the  assbtanoe  of  a  servant,  he  stripped  him, 
gave  him  a  sound  flagellation,  and  turned  him  into 
the  streets  in  Adam'^s  garb.  These  anecdotes  were 
related  to  me  by  a  gentleman  of  rank  in  Bogotd, 
one  day  as  we  were  riding  by  the  monastery* 

It  is  almost  unreasonable  to  expect  that  in  so 
large  a  body  of  men  there  should  not  be  some  evil- 
disposed.  Many  of  them  are  in  the  prime  of  life,  live 
on  the  fat  of  the  land,  lead  a  life  of  indolence,  and 
as  confessors,  gain  admittance  into  private  families, 
and  kam  the  frailties  of  the  fair  ones  they  shrive. 
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HoweTer,A>a)eoftbeyoutiger  monks  displayed  great 
spirit  and  enei^  during  the  war,  in  the  cause  -of 
independence,  quitting  their  convcntfi  and  assuming 
the  garb  uf  military  men.  I  was  well  acquunted 
with  Colonel  Blanco,  one  of  the  best  officers  in  the 
Columbian  service : — he  was  a  friar  when  the  revo- 
lution commenced,  and  in  his  military  career  had 
greatly  distinguished  hirosclf.  The  features  of  Co- 
lonel Blanco  were  marked  and  stiiking,  his  manners 
mild  and  unassuming,  and  in  conversation  you  found 
him  well-informed,  particularly  as  regarded  the 
moral  and  physical  state  of  Columbia.  One  day 
the  colonel  would  display  all  the  bravery  of  a  gre- 
nadier in  the  field,  and  the  next  he  was  found  in 
the  pulpit,  pouring  forth  his  rhetoric  and  eloquence 
to  animate  the  soldiers,  and  increase  their  leal  for 
the  cause  in  which  they  were  figliting.  Such  a  man 
was  the  most  formidable  enemy  to  the  Spaniards, 
having  a  sort  of  double  tie  on  the  passions  of  the 
soldiers. 

A  gentleman  sent  me  the  skin  of  a  snake,  which 
I  measured,  and  found  to  be  twenty-three  feet  long 
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without  the  head,  which  unfortunately  the  Indians 
had  cut  off.  Its  diameter  was  considerable,  \nxt  as 
the  sldn  was  shrunk,  I  could  not  pertain  its  di- 
meDflions.  It  was  covered  with  scales,  and  very 
thick.  The  colour  a  dirty  brown,  mixed  with  black 
stripes.  This  snake  was  killed  in  the  plains  of  Ca- 
ainare,  and  was  of  the  boa  constrictor  species.  Its 
lite  is  not  venomous,  but  it  kills  deer  and  other 
animals  by  twisting  round  them,  and  by  its  great 
strength  crushes  them  to  death.  No  country  I  be- 
lieve abounds  with  more  venomous  snakes  than 
South  America.  Fortunately  the  natives  possess 
an  antidote  to  their  poison,  which  they  either  take 
inwardly  or  apply  to  the  wound.  There  is  a  curious 
account  given  by  the  Creoles,  explaining  the  man- 
ner in  which  this  antidote  was  discovered.  In  the 
province  of  Antioquia,  an  Indian  was  at  work  in 
a  forest,  when  his  attention  was  arrested  by  a  com- 
bat between  a  small  bird  called  a  snake-hawk  and  a 
snake.  He  observed  that  whenever  the  hawk  was 
bitten  by  the  snake  in  the  conflict,  he  immediately 
flew  to  a  small  tree  called  guacco,  devoured  some  of  its 
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bCTiies,  and  after  a  short  interrxl  renewed  the  fight 
with  his  eQetny,  and  in  the  end  sncceeded  in  killing 
the  snake,  which  he  ate.  It  naturally  occurred  to 
the  mind  of  the  Indian  that  a  decoction  of  these 
berries  would  probably  prove  a  specific  for  the  cure  of 
the  poison,  in  cases  where  people  had  been  bitten  by 
tattle-makes  or  other  Tenomous  serpents.  He  af- 
terwards made  the  experiment  on  an  Indian  bittm 
l^  a  coral-snake,  and  it  fiilly  answered  his  expecta- 
tion. In  those  provinces  where  snakes  abound,  par- 
ticularly in  those  of  Buenaventura  and  Cboco,  the 
Indians  and  negroes  always  carry  with  them  this 
decoction,  or  some  other  antidote  to  the  poison,  as 
th^  run  great  risk  of  being  bitten  when  working 
in  the  fiirests  or  cocoa  plantations,  from  their  legs 
h^ng  uncovered,  and  the  soles  of  their  feet  only  pro- 
tected by  albtecaa".  I  believe  few  snakes  will  attack 
a  man  uqleM  be  goes  very  near  them,  or  happens  to 
tread  on  them. 

By  an  order  from  the  king  of  Spain,  a  convict 
*  Alb^cas  arc  shoes  worn  by  mouDtaiDeere  and  otheri) 
tied  to  their  feet. 


PBOTIKCES   OF   COLUMBIA.  211 

condemned  to  suffer  death  for  assassination  had  his 
hands  put  into  a  bowl,  in  which  were  placed  two  or 
three  of  the  most  venomous  snakes :  the  moment 
the  man  was  Utten,  he  swallowed  some  of  the  de- 
oodion  of  these  berries,  and  felt  no  inoonyenienoe 
from  the  wounds.  His  life  was  spared,  but  he  was 
condemned  to  hard  labour  during  the  remainder  of 
it.  A  large  quantity  of  salt  taken  inwardly  is  con- 
sidered  an  antidote  to  poisonous  bites.  I  have 
heard  that  there  is  a  small  animal  of  the  weasel 
kind  that  mostly  lives  on  snakes,  and  has  desperate 
battles  with  the  cobra  capella,  and  that  when  he 
gets  a  inte,  he,  like  the  snake-hawk  of  America, 
nms  to  a  particular  root,  of  which  he  eats,  and  after 
a  little  while  renews  the  contest 

There  are  a  great  variety  of  monkeys  in  South 
America  with  tails,  but  no  apes.  My  fiiends  know- 
ing I  was  fond  of  birds  and  animals,  were  so  obliging 
as  to  send  me  a  great  many.  I  have  had  four  or  five 
nionkeys  of  different  species  arrive  in  a  morning 
6om  Sefior  Borero,  member  of  congress  for  the 
piovince  of  Neyva,  which  lies  to  the  sw.  of  Bo- 
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gold,  and  of  which  he  had  been  twice  governor. 
Some  of  these  monkeys  were  very  small,  and  par- 
ticularly amusing  by  their  antics  and  vivacity.  Onu 
of  them  had  all  the  sedatcncea  and  manner  of  an 
old  man,  and  was  a  great  favourite  with  my  servants. 
He  was  about  two  feet  in  height,  with  large  expres- 
sive and  melancholy  black  eyes,  and  fine  soft  thick 
fur  of  light  silver-grey ;  his  tail  long  and  bushy. 
In  eating  and  drinking  he  sat  upright  at  the  table, 
made  use  adroitly  of  his  knife  and  fork,  and  occa- 
sionally drank  out  of  his  cup.  His  temper  was  ex- 
cellent, not  being  the  least  captious,  as  these  ani- 
mals generally  are,  but  at  all  times  seriaiia  and 
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mark.  '  I  saw  them  blow  the  ball  at  one  bird,  which 
wa9  struck  on  the  tail,  but  he  escaped.  Another 
boy  had  six  or  seTen  dead  birds  in  his  hand,  which 
he  had  killed.  This  blow-pipe  is  made  exactly  on 
the  same  principle  as  that  of  the  larger  one  used 
by  the  wild  Indians  in  blowing  their  small  poisoned 
arrows  agunst  their  game  and  their  enemy,  and  of 
which  I  shall  give  an  account  in  describing  the  pro- 
vince of  Popayan. 

On  the  17th  of  June,  a  Fiesta  was  celebrated  at 
Bogotd  with  unusual  magnificence.  His  Excellency 
the  Vice-President,  all  the  great  officers  of  state,  the 
military,  &c.  attending  in  their  full  dresses,  and  in 
the  evening  we  had  a  bull-fight  in  the  Great  Square. 

On  the  2d  of  July,  Colonel  Campbell  left  Bogota 
for  England.  Many  of  his  friends  and  myself  ac- 
companied him  for  some  leagues  on  the  road,  and 
returned  in  the  evening  to  Bogota. 

About  the  middle  of  this  month  a  negro  Colum- 
bian colonel,  named  Infant^,  was  sent  to  prison,  on 
a  charge  of  having  miurdcrcd  in  the  night  Captain 
Perdon^,   a  man  of  coldur.     The  captain's  body 
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thrown  oTwn^^V 


bad  been  found  the  nrxt  moniing  thrown  t 
bridge,  8t  the  end  of  the  street  called  E^t.  Jtum  da 
Deos,  into  a  small  stream  of  St-  Francisco,  with  a 
deep  wound  over  hi*  right  temple.  Colonel  In- 
fanto  bad  been  a  slave  in  Venezuela:  at  the  breaking 
out  of  the  civil  war  he  ran  away  from  Ills  master 
and  entered  the  Columbian  service.  On  account  of 
his  bravery  he  had  been  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
full  eolonel.  Whilst  serving  in  a  corps  of  lancera 
under  General  Bolivar,  his  ferocious  disposition 
rendered  him  tlie  terror  of  every  place  where  he 
had  been  stationed,  and  particularly  in  that  quarter 
of  the  town  of  Bocotu  where  he  had  resided  somo 
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fogpected  that  the  captain  was  a  fiivoured  riyal  with 
one  of  his  mistresses.  The  Bogotians  were  highly 
^eased  when  they  heard  of  the  colonel^s  apprehen- 
sion. Some  months  after,  I  saw  him  shot  for  this 
drime  in  the  Great  Square  before  my  house. 

July  SOth,  I  gave  a  dress-ball  and  supper  to  His 
Excellency  the  Vice-President,  ministers,  members 
of  both  houses,  and  to  all  the  fiuhionables  of  Bo- 
gota* In  order  to  keep  the  company  as  select  as 
possible,  two  ladies  of  rank  gave  me  the  list  of  per- 
sons to  be  invited.  This  dress-ball  proved  a  lucra- 
tive concern  for  the  tailors,  who  were  busily  em- 
ployed, for  the  first  time,  in  making  breeches.    We 

4 

were  not  a  little  amused  at  a  dashing  young  French- 
man appearing  in  a  pair  of  white  satin  trowsers. 
An  old  gentleman  apologized  for  not  attending  the 
faaU,  by  saying  the  tailors  had  so  much  work  on 
their  hands  he  could  not  get  his  breeches  made. 

August  9th.  Nothing  but  pleasure  and  gaiety 
the  whole  preceding  week :  on  every  day  there  was 
either  a  dinner-party,  ball,  tertulia,  or  concert.  On 
the  7th  His  Excellency  the  Vice-President,  and  all 
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the  officers  of  state,  civil  and  military,  went  in 
much  state  from  the  palace  to  the  great  cathedral, 
to  return  thanks  for  the  victory  of  Bojaca,  gaiDcd 
by  Boiivar  over  the  Spanish  General  Don  Jo»6 
Maria  Barreyo,  in  August  1819.  The  general 
was  afterwards  shot,  with  thirty-eight  other  Spa- 
nish officers,  in  the  Great  Square:  and  as  a  ftiar 
had  been  turbulent,  and  active  in  supporting  the 
Spaniards,  he  was  added  to  the  number,  making 
forty.  It  is  really  dreadful  to  reflect  on  the  sangui- 
nary manner  in  which  the  war  was  carried  on  at 
this  time  between  the  contending  parties.  The  fete 
of  Genera!  Barreyo  I   believe  was  much  rcRrctted 
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roy,  Samano,  had  fled  from  the  capital  with  the 
royal  audi^ncia,  with  the  guards  of  honour,  the 
garrison,  and  civilians,  towards  the  river  Magda- 
lena,  on  his  way  to  Carthagena,  leaving  in  his  pre- 
cipitate flight  a  considerable  sum  of  money  in  the 
mint  (half  a  million  of  dollars),  many  important 
state-papers,  much  military  equipment,  and  even  his 
large  gold-headed  cane.  The  capture  of  Bogotd 
was  of  the  utmost  importance  to  Bolivar  at  this 
critical  period ;  his  army,  brave  but  small,  had  suf- 
fered exceedingly  from  long  marches,  bad  living, 
and  much  fighting.  I  was  acquainted  with  Colonel 
Manby,  of  the  battalion  of  Albions,  who  told  me 
that  they  formed  the  advanced-guard  of  Bolivar^s 
army  when  he  entered  Bogotd,  and  that  they  had 
not  a  pair  of  shoes  and  stockings  in  the  whole  bat- 
talion ;  the  officers  wearing  alpargdtes  *. 

In  the  evening  of  the  7^^  ^^  Excellency  the 
Vice-President  gave  a  splendid  ball  and  supper  to 
all  the  respectable  inhabitants  and  strangers  of  Bo- 
gota, and  the  merry  dance  was  kept  up  until  late,  in 
*  A  5ort  of  buskin  made  of  packthread,  and  often  of  rushes. 
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the  moming.  There  were  some  very  handbome 
women  at  this  ball,  many  of  whom  were  particularly 
well  dressed,  "  a  la  Fran9oiBe  ".  On  this  occaHion  I 
saw  a  great  many  females  in  tapadoee,  or  a  dress 
with  the  head  covered,  who  remained  in  another 
room,  and  were  only  spectators  of  the  dance.  The 
Vice-President  is  a  good  dancer,  and  very  fond  of 
the  amusement. 

On  the  next  day  Senor  Kaatrapo,  Minister  of  the 
Interior,  dined  with  me,  and  brought  with  him  a 
piece  of  gold  weighing  a  pound  and  a  quarter, 
found  in  a  mine  in  the  province  of  Antioquia. 
This  was  the  largest  specimen  I  had  ever  seen,  but 
I  was  afterwards  shewn  at  the  Treasury  one  masa  of 
pure  gold  weighing  rather  more  than  four  pounds, 
which  was  found  in  a  mine,  in  the  province  of  Ve- 
nezuela, the  richest  in  Columbia,  belonging  to  Sefior 
Pedro  Gual  and  Mr.  Arrublas.  The  sight  of  this 
treasure  would  prove  a  sort  of  cordial  to  the  drooping 
spirits  of  holders  of  shares  in  the  diflcrcnt  mining 
companies  formed  in  Mexico,  Columbia,  and  Peru. 
With  patience,  perseverance,  and  a  lai^e  capital, 
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some  of  these  speculations  may  perhaps  turn  out 
well;  but  I  suspect  many  of  the  mines  advertised  as 
belonging  to  mining  companies,  exist  only  in  the 
bndn  of  those  who  formed  them.  The  people  of 
Europe  formed  the  most  extravagant  ideas  of  the 
riches  of  South  America,  probably  from  the  perusal 
of  books,  giving  an  account  of  the  rich  Spanish 
galleons  which  used  to  arrive  annually  at  Cadiz, 
laden  with  some  millions  of  dollars,  from  Vera  Crux 
i&d  the  Havannah.  But  they  must  recollect  this 
was  the  produce  of  most  of  the  best  mines  of  Mexico 
and  Peru,  and  that  a  very  considerable  part  of  the 
treasure  belonged  to  private  individuals  and  mer- 
diants.  I  was  amused  by  a  story  told  me  by  an 
English  officer  in  the  service  of  Columbia  of  one  of 
his  soldiers,  who  was  an  Irishman : — Paddy  walk- 
ing one  day  through  the  streets  of  Caraccas,  chanced 
to  see  a  dollar  on  the  ground :  he  kicked  it  on  one 

side  with  much  contempt,  exclaiming,  ^^  By  J 1 

came  to  the  Americas  for  gold ;  111  not  tarnish  my 
fingers  with  silver  coin." 
SefioT  Rastrapo,  Minister  of  the  Interior,  is  of  a 
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good  family  in  the  province  of  Antioquu.,  and  had 
been  brought  up  to  the  law.  He  spoke  French  and 
English  tolerably  nell ;  the  latter  he  had  leamt  in 
the  United  States.  He  had  suffered  much  during 
the  civil  war,  and  was  for  a  considerable  time  de- 
tained prisoner  by  the  Spaniards ;  in  the  course  of 
which  period  he  liad  been  sometioieB  obliged  to  work 
hard  at  the  fortifications.  He  was  anxious  to  era- 
dicate all  the  narrow-minded  prejudices  imbibed  by 
the  middling  and  lower  classes  of  people  under  the 
government  of  the  Spanish  viceroys,  friars,  and 
priests,  and  no  man  was  more  exemplary  in  his  con- 
duct than  this  minister.  He  was  never  seen  at  the 
gaming-table.  His  time  was  now  much  occupied 
in  writing  the  history  of  the  civil  war,  which  had 
terminated  in  the  freedom  of  his  country.  I  know 
no  one  better  calculated  for  the  performance  of  this 
difficult  task,  as  he  possesses  much  judgment  and 
diiicrimination,  great  industry,  and  a  dispassionate 
mmd.  The  work  will  be  printed  in  England ;  he 
told  me  he  had  finished  the  first  part. 

This  night  we  were  to  have  had  a  play  performed 
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by  some  young  amateurs  at  the  public  theatre :  un- 
fortunately, a  young  man  who  was  to  have  sustained 
one  of  the  principal  characters  shot  himself  through 
the  head  in  playing  with  a  loaded  pistol.  The  lady 
to  whom  he  was  engaged  to  be  married  had  a  mira- 
culous escape,  as  he  had  presented  it  at  her  ttrice, 
en  badinage,  and  pulled  the  trigger,  not  knowing  it 
was  loaded.  The  theatre  at  Bogotd  is  very  pretty, 
and  neatly  fitted  up,  but  from  the  want  of  comedians, 
it  was  shut  up  during  my  residence  there,  except- 
ing on  one  or  two  occasions  when  we  had  masked 
balls,  and  it  was  always  open  during  the  carnival. 

In  this  week  I  attended  at  the  Church  of  St. 
Pablo,  to  hear  the  public  examination  of  some  of 
the  students  of  the  college  by  His  Excellency  the 
Vice-President,  the  Bishop  of  Merida,  the  Minis- 
ters of  Finance  and  the  Interior,  and  some  Members 
of  the  Senate  and  Congress.  The  principal  sub- 
jects of  examination  were  governments  and  the  con- 
nexions between  the  senate-house  of  congress  and 
the  executive.  The  students  were  likewise  examined 
in  theology,  mathematics,  modem  history,  and  logic; 
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that  of  Aristotle  is  exploded.  There  are  two  pub- 
.  lie  colleges  at  Dogotu  at  which  young  men  are  edu- 
cated, who  come  from  all  parts  oi"  the  republic. 
The  students  wear  gowns  and  caps — those  of  one 
college  a  white  scaif,  and  of  the  other  a  red  one. 
Under  the  Spanish  government,  the  college  of  St. 
Bartolomo  was  for  the  education  of  the  sons  of  the 
nobility,  and  the  other  for  the  middling  classes ;  at 
present  there  is  no  distinction  made.  The  build- 
ings are  very  lai^,  but  no  taste  is  displayed  in  the 
architecture. 

On  the  3d  of  August  the  sessions  of  the  senate 
and  congress  broke  up.  I  attended  in  the  evening 
Uic  house  of  congress,  and  heard  a  short  speech 
from  the  president  to  the  members,  giving  them 
their  Congo. 

On  the  9th  of  August  all  the  troops  of  the  garri- 
son assembled  about  a  league  and  a  half  from  the 
Maracaibo  road,  where  a  sham  fight  took  place  in  ho- 
nour of  the  victory  of  Bojarca.  The  Vice-Presi- 
dent commanded  one  part  of  tlie  troops,  and  Colone) 
rarifl  the  other.   The  ground  was  hilly,  and  broken 
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with  large  rocks,  and  particularly  favourable  for  the 
movemeiit  of  light  troops ;  and  being  on  a  decli- 
vity, the  effect  was  very  good  for  the  spectators 
stationed  in  the  road  below.  Two  or  three  serious 
accidents  occurred,  from  some  of  the  militia-men 

■ 

loading  their  pieces  with  small  stones,  by  which 
some  artillery-men  were  severely  wounded*  When 
the  spectators  heard  of  this,  they  all  kept  at  a  re- 
spectM  distance  from  the  contending  armies.  Our 
astonishment  was  great  at  observing  Colonel  Blanco, 
dpdevant  friar,  on  the  ground  on  horseback,  with  the 
supreme  judge  of  the  high  court  *^  en  croupe  ^  be- 
hind him  !  What  would  the  good  people  of  this 
country  think,  if  they  were  to  see  the  Lord  Chan^* 
eellor  riding  behind  the  adjutant-general  at  a  review 
at  Hounslow before  his  Majesty  ?  Here  it  was  thought 
nothing  of.  Fortunately  the  day  was  remarkably 
fine.  Many  ladies  were  on  horseback  to  see  the 
fight.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  battie  the  Vice-Pre- 
flident  gave  a  cold  collation  on  the  ground,  with 
plenty  of  champagne,  and  the  soldiers  had  a  dinner 
and  good  allowance  of  chicha.     In  the  morning  of 
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tliU  <Uy  Hk  Vict-Preckkm  kad  Inilc&stMl  after  Uw 
bshion  of  thv  LUoetw,  or  kaccn  of  the  plaiia  of 
Afoti.  The  steaks  of  the  buQodkVcnbnukdbj  die 
wldicn,  sod  preaaiwd  to  Inm  on  ■  wooden  ikevcr, 
from  whH-h  he  coon^  the  mtal  to  hia  vatnah  with 
hU  liiiftn^  Ixt  OB  this  ocowiaii  bread  and  salt  wnc 
aUowrd. 

t)n  the  13A  «r  Ai^oM  ColaMl  In&M*  wu  eg*. 
licmnnl  tu  be  iboc,  bf  order  of  i  e 
tlie  murder  of  Captain  rwinaf      It  w 
thkt  this  »rnteac«  ilwuki  be  oeiffBed  bw^JD^ge 
nf  the  high  court  and  tbe  \les-PnndnL 
On  :HUHlaT.  Angnst  MJ,  I  woe  wiA  ] 
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the  colcmers  hoine  to  the  canrtat,  a  bnd  of  JDnuie 
playing  in  the  streets,  and  fiie-worfcs  let  <^  in  frust 
of  the  convent  on  imr  arnraL  We  aD  itmmtA 
seated  in  oneof  the  cfajpek  near  a  door  lea£fl|g  xAto 
her  futore  abode,  which  door  she  vas  soon  to  pa«s 
fixr  the  last  time.  During  this  time,  the  poor  girf 
conversed  cheerfully  with  her  rdaiions  and  fiiends, 
and  as  I  sometimes  can^t  a  ^anoe  horn  her  fine 
dark  and  expressiTe  eyes,  I  ooold  not  hdp  h^Amg 
at  her  with  oompasnon,  drtfstjiig  horn  my  ioul  a 
practice  that  could  bury  alire  a  hnman  being  in 
the  bkxmi  of  health  and  besoty.  These  nAseUaoB 
made  me  feel  quite  low.qiinted,  and  many  of  the 
pirty,  as  the  time  for  the  certmaoj  to  take  fhee 
approached,  seemed  absorbed  in  serious  thooght. 
At  a  little  after  four  the  priests  came  horn  the  altar 
of  the  chapel  with  lighted  wax  candles,  chaunring 
hymns,  to  receive  this  victim  of  cruel  superstition, 
who  walked  back  with  the  priests,  when  all  went  on 
dicir  knees  and  prayed  for  a  consideraUe  time.  As 
soon  as  this  was  over,  the  young  lady  returned  with 
the  priests,  and  knocked  at  the  small  door  of  the 

*    VOL.  I.  ^ 


226  TBAVBLS   IK    TITR 

convcDt  nine  times,  vhich  was  opened  bf  the  Udy 
abbess,  and  she  entered  her  living  tomb.  Through 
an  iron  grating  which  was  uncovered  I  saw  twenty 
nuns,  each  holding  a  lighted  taper,  vho  on  receivii^ 
the  new  inmate,  retired  chnuntiag  hymns,  accom- 
panied by  a  fine  organ,  wMch  had  a  powerfiil  and 
melancholy  effect  on  my  mind.  The  company 
now  retired  to  the  refectory  of  the  convent,  where 
we  found  prepared  for  us  chocolate,  sweetmeats,  on 
geat,  lemonade,  &c.  and  I  had  the  pleasure  of  cob. 
versing  with  the  lady  abbess  for  some  time,  who 
asked  mc  many  questions  about  England  and  our 
mnnnpi-i;  anil  riietnmB.      She  hnd  hp.T  black  veil  over 
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were  now  cut  off,  and  a  close  coarse  cap,  covering 
part  of  her  forehead  and  the  sides  of  her  face,  was 
fiwtened  under  her  chin.  The  hood  and  body  of 
her  dress  were  fine  white  flannels,  with  a  large  row 
of  beads  and  a  crucifix  hanging  at  her  side.  Co- 
lonel Narvaez  asked  the  poor  girl  if  she  repented  of 
her  vows?  To  which  she  replied,  with  a  melancholy 
smile,  "  Not  at  all.*"  An  old  nun  standing  by  ob- 
served significantly  ^^  Ella  no  sabe  lo  que  ha  hecho  '^ 
(she  does  not  know  what  she  has  done).  We  then 
took  leave  of  the  young  nun 

Through  some  of  the  gratings  of  the  balconies 
round  the  chapel  I  observed  several  pairs  of  spark- 
ling black  eyes,  which  I  was  informed  were  young 
novitiates'.  For  the  first  week  or  ten  days  after  a 
female  takes  the  veil  her  relations  are  permitted  to 
see  and  converse  with  her,  but  after  that  time  the 
company  of  all,  excepting  her  mother,  is  forbidden, 
whose  visits  arc  restricted  to  once  a-month.  The 
order  of  Conception  is  less  severe  than  some  others, 
and  the  nuns  are  allowed  female  servants. 

August  22d.    Went  with  a  large  party  of  sports- 
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men,  including  Mr.  Anderson,  the  American  mi- 
nister, to  the  village  of  Fontabon,  about  three 
leagues  &om  Bogota,  to  shoot  vild  fovl.  Colonel 
Dpsmanard,  a  French  gentleman  acting  as  agent  to 
the  house  of  Powlcs,  Herring,  and  Co.  gave  us  aa 
excellent  ^LjcGner  k  la  fourchette  at  Fontabon, 
^hich  he  had  sent  from  Bogota.  We  then  com* 
mcnccd  our  operations  against  the  wild  dueled  ' 
widgeon,  and  teal,  and  bogged  in  a  few  hours  forty 
head :  a  great  many  were  wounded,  and  lost  for 
want  of  a  good  retriever.  My  young  secrctaiy, 
Mr.  lUingsworth,    and  myself,   went    up   to   our 
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18  no  cover  of  reeds  or  rushes.  I  saw  several  brace 
of  snipes,  but  they  were  wild  and  shy.  They  arc  the 
ftdl  snipes,  but  the  plumage  on  their  backs  is  darker 
than  that  of  the  same  species  which  visit  England 
every  winter.  The  Indians  take  them  with  springes, 
and  entrap  the  wild  ducks  by  wading  quietly  up  to 
their  necks  in  water,  their  heads  covered  with  a  sort 
of  cap  made  of  rushes,  and  when  near  the  duck, 
they  pull  it  gently  by  the  legs  under  water,  and  put 
it  into  a  large  bag  which  they  carry  in  firont.  Caps 
exactly  like  their  own  are  allowed  to  float  about,  to 
accustom  the  ducks  to  the  sight  of  them.  Messrs. 
Desmanard  and  Illingsworth  gave  a  large  dinner 
after  our  day'*s  shooting,  which  was  attended  by 
some  of  the  ministers  and  their  ladies,  one  consul- 
general  and  his  family. 

During  my  residence  in  Columbia,  the  President 
Bolivar  was  in  Peru,  commanding  th^  independent 
army  composed  of  Columbian  and  Peruvian  troops 
opposed  to  the  Spanish  army  under  the  command  of 
the  Viceroy  La^Ceme  and  General  Canteiac.  I 
r^retted  exceedingly  not  having  had  the  good  for* 


230  TRAVBLS    IN    THE 

tunc  to  be  personally  acquainted  with  Bolivsr,  who 
is  at  this  time,  without  any  disparagement  to  other 
highly  gifted  men  in  America,  the  greatest  man  and 
most  extraordinary  character  which  the  New  World 
has  ever  produced.  Bolivar  is  descended  from  one 
of  the  oldest  Spanish  families  in  Caraccas  termed 
"  Mantuanoes",  to  shew  that  they  arc  lineally  de- 
scended from  the  Spanish  warriors  who  accompanied 
Cortes,  rizarro,  Gonsalvo  dc  Ximines,  and  other 
chiefs  in  their  conquest  of  Mexico,  Peru,  Columbia, 
Chili,  fitc.  Bolivar  is  about  forty-one  years  of  age. 
I  have  been  told  that  he  looks  considerably  older, 
from  the  great  fatigues  and  various  privations  he  has 
undergone  in  his  numerous  campaigns  in  South 
America.  In  person  Bolivar  is  small,  but  muscular, 
and  well  made,  and  able  to  go  through  astonishing 
fatigues,  which  I  have  beard  confirmed  by  one  of 
his  aides-de-camp  and  Colonel  Santa  Mario,  who, 
with  others  of  Bolivar's  stall',  Iiad  frequently  been 
left  behind  by  their  cliief,  in  his  long  and  tedious 
journeys  over  the  mountains  and  vast  plains  of  Co- 
lumbia and  I'eru.     Tlie  eyes  of  Bolivar  arc  very 
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dark,  iBrge,  fiill  of  fire  and  penetration,  and  denote 
energy  of  mind  and  greatness  of  soul ;  his  nose  is 
aquiline  and  well-formed,  his  face  rather  long  and 
prematurely  furrowed  by  care  and  anxiety  ;  his 
complexion  sallow.  In  society,  Bolivar  is  lively  in 
his  manner,  full  of  anecdote  and  conversation  ;  he 
possesses  the  happy  knack,  like  Buonaparte,  of 
reading  at  once  a  man's  character,  and  placing  him 
in  a  situation  where  his  talents  and  abilities  will 
prove  most  useftil  to  the  country.  One  great  and 
rare  virtue  belonging  to  the  character  of  Bolivar  is 
his  thorough  disinterestedness,  and  the  little  regard 
he  pays  to  himself  under  the  most  severe  privations, 
always  anxious  to  share  what  he  has  with  his  com- 
panions in  arms,  even  to  his  last  shirt.  To  confirm 
this,  it  will  not  be  amiss  to  relate  an  anecdote  of 
him,  told  me  by  another  of  his  aides-de-camp. 

Soon  after  his  entry  into  Bogotd  after  the  defeat 
of  the  Spaniards  at  Bojaca,  he  gave  a  grand  enter- 
tainment to  many  of  the  first  families  of  the  place ; 
and  just  before  dinner,  an  English  colonel  arrived. 
Bolivar  looking  at  him,  said  ^^  my  good  and  brave 
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colonel,  what  a  dirty  ahirt  you  have  on  for  this 
grand  dinner ;  how  happens  it  P"  The  colonel  re- 
plied, **  he  was  really  very  sorry,  but  to  confess  the 
truth,  it  was  the  only  shirt  he  had.''  On  hearing 
which  Bolivar  laughed,  and  sending  for  his  major- 
domo,  desired  him  to  give  the  colonel  one  of  his 
shirts ;  the  man  hesitated,  and  remained  looking  at 
the  general ;  when  he  again  said  rather  impatiently, 
"  why  don't  you  go  as  I  desire  you,  the  dinner 
will  soon  be  on  the  table."  The  major-domo  stam- 
mered out  "  your  excellency  has  but  two  shirts,  one 
is  on  your  back,  the  other  in  the  wash."  This 
made  Bolivar  and  the  colonel  laugh  heartily  ;  the 
former  remarking  jokingly,  "  the  Spaniards  re- 
treated so  quickly  from  us  my  dear  colonel,  tliat  I 
have  been  obliged  to  leave  my  heavy  baggage  in  the 
rear." 

It  is  a  well  known  fact  that  Bolivar  is  at  thid 
time  a  poorer  man  than  when  first  the  civil  war 
broke  out.  He  had  then  some  of  the  finest  estates 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Caraccas,  cultivated  by 
alavee,  producing  excellent  cocoa,  tobacco,  indigo, 
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&c  He  gave  liberty  to  almost  all  his  slaves, 
making  only  one  condition,  that  they  should  not 
serve  against  the  cause  of  independence.  Most  of 
the  Negroes  entered  into  the  Columbian  service,  and 
proved  excellent  soldiers. 

Bolivar^s  determined  perseverance  under  the  most 
disheartening  circumstances ;  his  skill,  ability,  and 
dexterity  in  amalgamating  the  different  materials 
which  now  form  the  state  of  Columbia ;  his  courage 
and  coolness  in  action,  and  his  prudence  and  fore- 
sight in  seizing  instantaneously  all  the  advantages  to 
be  derived  from  victory,  cannot  be  too  much  ad- 
mired; and  leave  the  great  Bolivar  supereminent 
over  all  others  in  the  Temple  of  Fame.  No  man 
ever  yet  existed,  how  great  soever  the  qualities  of 
his  mind,  who  had  not  some  foibles  to  throw  a  cer- 
tain degree  of  shade  over  the  more  brilliailt  parts  of 
his  character.  Bolivar  is  rather  hasty  in  his  temper, 
and  frequently  on  these  occasions  makes  use  of  in- 
temperate expressions,  for  which  he  is  afterwards 
extremely  sorry,  and  anxious  to  make  atonement  to 
the  person  whose  feelings  may  have  been  wounded 
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in  these  unguarded  moments.  But  revenge 
never  harboured  in  the  bosom  of  this  great  man . 
and  nothing  short  of  the  atrocities  und  cruelties 
committed  by  the  Spaniards  against  bis  troops, 
could  ever  liBVe  induced  Bolivar  to  have  carried  ou 
against  bis  enemicB  "  une  guerre  a  Toutrance."" 
Bolivar  is  famed  for  his  hospitaUty,  and  delights  in 
seeing  his  friends  happy  around  him.  He  is  tem- 
perate in  bis  diet,  drinks  a  moderate  quantity  of 
nine,  no  spirits,  seldom  smokes,  and  is  generally  the 
last  toH^tire  to  rest,  and  the  first  to  rise.  Uancing 
is  one  of  his  favourite  amusements,  which  be  per- 
forms gracefully  ;  and  on  these  occasions  1  am  told 
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personal  staff  one  or  two  English  officers  and  an 
English  medical  man. 

Bolivar  has  escaped  assassination  on  several  occa- 
sions in  quite  a  miraculous  manner.  During  his 
residence  at  Kingston  in  Jamaica,  he  changed  his 
lodging  for  one  in  a  cooler  situation,  to  which  he  in- 
tended to  remove  his  bed  the  next  day,  but  altering 
his  plan,  he  remained  there  that  night,  leaving  his 
hammock  suspended  in  his  former  abode.  This 
his  secretary  took  possession  of,  and  was  stabbed  to 
the  heart  in  the  night.  The  assassin  was  apprehend- 
ed, and  proved  to  be  a  young  black,  whom  Bolivar 
had  dismissed  from  his  service.  The  wretch  was 
hanged  for  the  offence,  but  remained  firm  and  obsti- 
nate in  refusing  to  disclose  the  names  of  the  per- 
sons who  had  instigated  him  to  the  commission  of 
the  crime;  but  it  was  generally  supposed  at  the 
time  that  some  of  the  Spanish  agents  were  at  the 
bottom  of  this  nefarious  act. 

On  smother  occasion,  in  one  of  his  campaigns  near 
St  Jose,  a  Columbian  colonel  deserted  to  the  enemy, 
and  offered  the  same  night  to  conduct  a  party  of  Sfa^ 


nianls  to  Bolivar's  tent,  disguised  ati  Creole  troops, 
nith  the  object  of  either  shooting  liim  or  taking 
him  prisoner.  The  offer  was  accepted  by  Murillo, 
and  the  detachment  reached  the  head-quarters  with- 
out difficulty.  Colonel  Lopez,  the  deserter,  had 
the  comitcrsign  for  the  night  of  the  ColumbtaQ 
army,  and  he  stated  to  one  of  the  president's  staff 
that  he  had  something  of  importance  to  communi- 
cate to  him  respecting  an  intended  movement  of  the 
enemy,  which  he  had  just  obtained  from  a  deserter. 
The  officer  replied,  that  he  would  immediately  go 
to  General  Bolivar's  tent  and  acquaint  him  with  the 
circumstance:  on  which  Colonel  Lopcx  and  his 
party  rushed  on,  and  when  within  a  few  yards  of 
the  tent,  fired  a  volley  through  it,  took  to  flight, 
and  escaped  under  cover  of  the  darkness  of  the 
night.  Providentially  Bolivar  had  quitted  his  tent 
two  or  three  minutes  previously,  and  was  a  few  yards 
in  the  rear  when  the  firing  took  place.  This  caused 
a  general  alarm  and  much  confusion  for  the  mo- 
ment ;  the  troops  got  under  arms,  supposing  it  was 
a  night  attack  of  the  Spaniards ;  and  o 
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tion  of  Bolivar^s  cot,  it  was  found  that  three  or  four 
holes  had  perforated  it,  so  that  he  must  have  been 
inevitably  killed  or  severely  wounded  had  he  been 
there. 

Bolivar^s  last  escape  from  assassination  was  at 
Lima  in  Peru,  during  the  winter  of  1824.  A  Pe- 
ruvian colonel  was  found  murdered  in  the  street  at 
night,  and  the  manchette  (or  long  knife)  buried  to 
the  hilt  in  his  body.  The  knife  was  brought  to  Bo- 
livar the  next  day,  who  observed,  on  examining  it 
closely,  that  it  had  been  recently  sharpened.  On 
remarking  this,  he  gave  an  order  that  all  the  cutlers 
should  be  brought  to  his  quarters  as  quickly  as  pos- 
rible.  On  being  examined  separately,  one  cutler 
stated  that  a  black  had  been  to  his  shop  the  preced- 
ing day  to  get  two  long  knives  sharpened,  and  that 
he  should  certainly  know  the  man  if  he  saw  him 
again.  General  Bolivar  then  directed  small  mili- 
tary patroles  to  parade  the  streets,  and  take  up  all 
the  blacks  as  recruits  for  some  of  the  corps,  and 
when  these  were  shown  to  the  cutler,  he  soon  re- 
cognised the  negro  who  had  been  at  his  shop  to  have 
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the  knives  sharpened.  The  black  acknowletlged  that 
he  had  stabbed  the  eolonel,  and  that  the  other  knife 
had  been  sharpened  for  General  Bolivar's  major- 
domo  to  assassinate  his  master,  and  that  it  would  be 
found  concealed  in  the  sleeve  of  the  steward's  coat. 
This  proved  to  be  the  case,  but  the  major-domo'a 
resolution  had  failed  him  when  about  to  commit  the 
horrid  act.  This  was  the  story  as  related  at  Bo- 
got&,  and  it  was  added  that  the  parties  had  been  in- 
stigated to  this  diabolical  treachery  by  some  of  the 
royalists. 

I  trust  that  Bolivar's  risks  and  dangers  are  now 
nearly  over :  the  Spaniards  no  longer  possess  an 
inch  of  ground  in  all  South  America,  excepting 
Callfto,  which  has  been  nobly  defended  by  their  ge- 
neral, Itodit ;  but  want  of  provisions  must  oblige 
this  place  to  surrender  at  last.  The  Spaniards  had 
not  a  single  man-of-war  in  the  Pacific,  and  were 
under  great  apprehensions  at  this  time  of  an  attack 
on  the  islands  of  Cuba  and  Porto-Rico,  from  the 
combined  forces  of  Mexico  and  Columbia.  About 
this  time  Bolivar  proved  to  the  world  his  disintei^ 
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estedness  by  reftising  a  gift  of  two  millions  of  dol- 
lars, which  had  been  voted  him  by  the  general  con- 
gress of  Peru,  in  return  for  the  services  he  had  ren- 
dered to  the  country  of  the  Incas. 

The  ladies  of  Bogotd  are  adorned  with  emeralds 
of  a  peculiarly  fine  green,  and  without  flaws,  which 
is  rare  in  these  stones,  and  makes  them  very  valua- 
ble. These  emeralds  are  all  from  the  mines  of 
Moussa,  where  some  of  the  largest  in  the  world 
have  been  found,  and  are  now  in  the  possession  of 
the  king  of  Spain.  He  has  one  of  so  large  a  size 
that  his  majesty  uses  it  as  a  paper-presser.  I  was 
told  that  the  cure  of  Moussa  had  a  waistcoat  with 
small  emerald  buttons,  the  greater  part  of  which 
had  been  found  in  the  crops  of  fowls  and  turkeys, 
picked  up  by  them  in  their  rambles  to  digest  their 
food. 

I  was  sorry  that  I  had  not  time  to  visit  the  fa- 
mous Virgin  which  is  to  be  seen  in  the  church  of 
Chiquinquira,  a  town  distant  about  two  days'  ride 
from  Bogota.  Mr.  Henderson,  the  consul-general, 
had  been  there,  and  told  me  that  the  painting  of 
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the  Virgin  nas  a  mere  ckub,  ornfttnented  with  c 
raids  (some  large ;  one  said  to  be  worth  5000  dol-  " 
lars),  pearls,  and  otlier  precious  stones.  A  ridieiUous 
story  is  told,  that  the  picture  of  tlic  Virgin  was 
once  torn  into  several  pieces  by  some  accident,  and 
that  all  the  parts  by  a  miraeic  were  immediately 
joined  together :  be  this  as  it  may,  the  fame  of  this 
Virgin  has  spread  far  and  near,  and  pilgrims  come 
from  the  most  remote  provinces,  even  from  Peru,  to 
offer  up  their  praises  and  their  money  (the  former 
will  be  of  no  use  without  the  latter)  at  the  shrine 
of  the  Virgin,  for  recovery  from  illness  or  escape 
from  some  great  danger.     When  tlic  pilgrims  «M  j 
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25,000  dollars  had  been  collected  by  the  friars  of 
the  order  of  St.  Domingo  from  these  foolish  super- 
stitious people.  The  good  Virgin  has  hitherto 
proved  an  inexhaustible  mine  of  wealth  to  the  friars ; 
how  long  she  may  continue  so  is  I  think  uncer- 
tain. I  was  told  that  the  Virgin  was  carried  off  to 
Bogota,  either  by  the  Spaniards  or  Columbians, 
during  the  war,  and,  what  is  hardly  credible,  they 
say  was  not  plundered  of  a  single  precious  stone. 

The  friars  of  the  order  of  St.  Domingo  have  ex- 
pended a  very  large  sum  of  money  in  the  building  of 
their  church,  which  is  not  yet  quite  finished.  Mr. 
Henderson  was  much  pleased  with  the  reception  he 
met  with  from  these  monks,  for  which  he  was  in  some 
measure  indebted  to  our  friend  Pep^  Paris,  who  is  on 
the  most  intimate  terms  with  the  head  of  the  order. 

m 

I  afterwards  met  this  friar  at  dinner  at  Mr.  Hender- 
son'^s  house ;  he  was  a  remarkably  handsome  well 
made  man,  above  six  feet  in  height,  and  not  more 
than  forty-five  years  of  age.  He  appeared  to  enjoy 
English  cookery,  and  had  no  aversion  to  a  glass  or 
two  of  old  Madeira.     I  heard  from  a  gentleman 
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who  was  of  the  party  that  this  friar  had  for  his  mia- 
tress  one  of  the  handsomest  girls  in  Chiquinquira, 
on  whom  he  lavished  a  great  deal  of  money ;  among 
a  variety  of  presents  he  gave  her  a  pair  of  buckles 
set  with  small  diamonds,  valued  at  6000  dollars. 
Mr.  Henderson  had  seen  }um  at  a  bull-feast  in 
the  dress  of  the  province,  viz.  a  handsome  roana 
of  a  variety  of  colours,  large  straw-hat,  with  jack- 
boots and  massive  silver  spurs,  mounted  on  an  ex- 
cellent horse :  he  said  he  had  hardly  ever  seen  a 
man  ride  more  graceftiUy,  or  manage  his  horse  bet- 
ter. Nature  certainly  never  intended  this  man  for 
a  friar.  ^ 

The  province  of  New  Grenada  lies  between  5° 
and  12^  north  latitude  and  63''  and  SO"*  west  longi- 
tude. According  to  Baron  de  Humboldt^s  mea- 
surement, Bogota  is  8694  feet  above  the  level  of 
the  sea,  and  not  more  than  4^  north  latitude  frt)m 
the  Equator.  Tradition  says  that  the  plain  of  Bo- 
gota was  once  an  immense  lake :  there  is  reason  to 
believe  this  might  have  been  the  case,  as  it  is  sur- 
rounded on  all  sides  by  mountains,  and  the  river 


PROVINCES    OF    COLUMBIA.  243 

BogoU  is  obliged  to  force  itself  a  passage  down  an 
abrapt  precipice  called  the  Fall  of  Tequendama. 
The  population  of  the  capital  is  calculated  at  40,000 
souls.  This  might  be  considered  a  moderate  com- 
putation, judging  from  the  ground  the  city  occupies, 
but  on  examination  you  find  the  greater  proportion 
of  its  site  covered  with  large  convents,  and  consi- 
derable gardens  attached  to  their  numerous  churches; 
the  houses  being  also  but  of  one  story,  contain  few 
inhabitants  in  proportion  to  the  space  of  groimd 
occupied.  At  this  time  the  population  of  the  ca- 
pital is  increasing  fast,  and  a  great  many  foreigners 
are  flocking  to  the  seat  of  government.  This  has 
made  house-rent  double  and  treble  the  price  it  was 
three  or  four  years  ago,  and  increased  the  value  of 
this  property.  The  Bogotians  now  begin  to  feel 
the  advantages  derived  from  admitting  strangers 
into  Columbia ;  all  landed  property  in  the  vicinity 
of  Bogotd  will  in  a  few  years  become  highly  valu- 
able. The  two  small  mountain-streams  of  San 
Francisco  and  San  Augustine  run  through  the 
town,  and  enter  the  Funno,  or  Bogota  river,  a  league 

r2 
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or  two  from  the  town.  The  income  of  the  Bishop 
of  Bogotd  was  70,000  dollars  per  annum  ;  derived 
from  tithes^  free-gifts,  fines,  &c.  The  last  bishop 
lived  like  a  temporal  prince,  giving  his  major-domo 
every  morning  100  dollars  for  his  daily  expenses : 
he  was  the  brother  of  a  Spanish  marquis.  The  in- 
come of  the  canons  of  the  cathedral  was  from  300 
to  400  dollars.  Besides  the  magnificent  cathedral 
there  are  three  churches,  eight  convents,  four  nun- 
neries, and  a  public  hospital.  The  university  was 
founded  in  1610,  since  which  period  the  two  col- 
leges before  mentioned  have  been  endowed  with  large 
revenues,  for  the  purpose  of  public  education.  A 
library  was  established  about  fifty  years  ago,  but 
most  of  the  books,  particularly  the  valuable  works 
of  the  celebrated  botanist.  Metis,  were  sent  to  Spain 
during  the  civil  war.  There  is  a  mint  at  Bogota, 
and  several  courts  of  justice. 

The  plain  is  tolerably  well  cultivated,  and  the  in- 
habitants get  two  harvests  in  the  year ;  sowing  in 
the  months  of  February,  March,  and  September. 
I  have  seen  excellent  crops  of  wheat,  barley,  lu- 
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cerne,  and  Dutch  clover,  the  latter  growing  most 
luxuriantly :  the  cultivation  of  lucerne  particularly 
is  much  assisted  by  their  system  of  irrigation,  and 
jnroves  a  profitable  article  to  the  owner,  being  sold 
as  food  for  the  horses  in  the  town.  The  ploughs 
and  other  agricultural  instruments  are  of  a  rough 
construction,  and  might  be  much  improved,  which 
will  probably  soon  be  the  case,  as  a  colonel,  former- 
ly in  our  service,  has  arrived  from  England  with 
ploughs  and  harrows ;  an  English  ploughman  and 
blacksmith  accompanied  the  implements,  and  the 
colonel  has  purchased  a  farm  within  two  or  three 
miles  of  Bogota.  It  was  also  his  intention  to  sup- 
ply the  market  with  fat  meat,  good  butter,  and 
other  household  comforts  scarcely  known  before  in 
the  capital  of  New  Grenada. 

The  hot  climate  of  the  coast  proves  fatal  to  a 
great  many  of  the  natives  of  the  high  lands  of  Co- 
lumbia, and  the  population  of  the  republic  has 
much  decreased  during  the  late  war,  by  both  parties 
sending  their  recruits  to  Carthagena,  Santa  ]V[artha, 
Maracaibo,   Porto  Cabello,  and  other  towns  near 
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the  sea.  The  climate  of  the  upper  provinces  agrees 
better  with  the  negroes  and  Mestigoes  who  come 
from  the  coast. 

On  Mr.  Riviero^s  return  from  Moussa,  he  brought 
with  him  two  condours,  one  of  which  died  from  the 
fatigue  of  his  journey,  soon  after  his  arrival  at  Bo- 
gota, the  other  I  saw  alive.  The  condour  is  of  the 
vulture  tribe:  a  large  and  powerful  bird.  The 
head  is  bare,  and  round  the  neck  is  a  collar,  about 
two  inches  wide,  of  soft  white  down,  like  that  of  the 
swan  ;  the  plumage  of  the  body,  brown  intermixed 
with  white  feathers ;  the  legs  and  talons  of  great 
strength  and  size,  the  former  being  the  thickness  of 
a  man'*8  wrist.  This  bird  stands  nearly  five  feet 
high  :  the  eye  is  a  dark  brown,  without  the  fierce- 
ness of  the  eagle  or  the  vulture.  It  is  very  destruc- 
tive among  sheep  and  goats,  &c.  and  has  been 
known  to  carry  away  a  small  calf.  It  is  shy,  and 
difficult  to  approach.  These  two  had  been  taken 
with  the  lasso,  aft;er  having  gorged  themselves  with 
the  flesh  of  a  dead  ox.  The  first  time  I  saw  the 
bird  he  had  been  just  fed,  and  appeared  heavy  and 
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Stupid.  Mr.  Riviere  gave  me  the  tail  of  a  rattle- 
anake ;  it  contained  ten  joints  or  rattles,  which  de- 
noted its  being  ten  years  old,  as  every  year  adds  a 
rattle:  they  sound  like  parched  peas  in  a  box. 
This  rattle-snake  had  been  killed  in  rather  a  curious 
manner : — a  man  having  observed  the  snake  watch- 
ing him,  threw  his  hat  near  it,  and  while  the  snake 
fixed  his  eyes  on  the  hat,  with  a  long  forked  pole 
he  pinned  the  rattle-snake  to  the  ground  by  its 
neck,  and  killed  it. 

Colonel  Riviero  is  a  remarkably  intelligent  man, 
and  a  great  sportsman ;  he  has  for  some  time  resid- 
ed on  his  estate,  situate  on  the  bank  of  the  river 
Magdalena.  He  gave  me  an  account  of  the  way  in 
which  he  attacked  the  wild  boars,  when  in  herds  of 
oae  or  two  hundred.  The  first  object  of  huntsmen 
is  to  separate  one  of  them  from  the  main  body  by 
the  aid  of  their  dogs,  and  then  to  attack  it  with  the 
boar-spear.  If  the  boar  has  his  head  erect,  you 
may  attack  him  without  much  danger,  but  if  down, 
it  behoves  the  hunter  to  be  on  his  guard,  as  he  is 
preparing  to  make  his  rush,  in  doing  which  such 
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is  his  fury,  that  he  often  upsets  men  and  dogs, 
wounding  them  severely  with  his  sharp  tusks.  The 
boar-hunters  ascertain  from  the  appearance  of  their 
track,  whether  the  animals  are  distant  or  not. 
Dantas  (or  wild  asses)  are  found  in  these  forests, 
but  are  so  shy,  and  their  sense  of  smelling  so  acute, 
that  few  of  them  are  killed. 

The  latter  end  of  August  Colonel  Paris,  brother 
to  Sefior  Pep^  Paris,  and  commandant  of  the  town, 
dined  with  me.  He  was  held  in  much  estimation 
by  the  Vice-President,  and  considered  a  very  brave 
officer.  He  had  served  several  campaigns  against 
the  Spaniards,  commanding  a  corps  of  infantry. 
He  told  me  that  in  one  action  against  the  Pastu- 
cians  in  the  province  of  Pasta,  he  lost  210  men 
out  of  300,  and  had  fourteen  officers  killed  and 
woimded.  In  different  actions  the  colonel  had  been 
wounded  three  times,  and  had  two  of  his  fingers  shot 
off  his  right  hand.  He  related  that  three  of  his  sol- 
diers had  once  defended  a  small  narrow  pass  for  a 
considerable  time,  to  allow  the  main  body  of  the 
corps  to  retire,  and  that  when  they  found  the  enemy 
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pressing  on  them,  and  that  they  must  inevitably  be 
made  prisoners,  they  embraced  each  other,  jumped 
over  a  precipice,  and  were  dashed  to  pieces.    What 
a  glorious  example  of  devotion  to  their  country  ! 
fiilly  equal  to  those  recorded  in  the  best  times  of 
Greece  and  Rome.     Colonel  Paris  was  taken  pri- 
soner by  the  Spaniards,  when  Colonel  Calgada,  who 
commanded  them,  decided  that  every  other  prisoner 
should  be  shot.   In  drawing  lots.  Colonel  Paris  had 
the  good  fortune  to  escape.     A  young  officer,  An- 
tonio Ricaute  (a  relation  of  his),  commanded  a  small 
fort  in  the  province  of  Venezuela,  in  which  was  a 
depot  of  gunpowder.     The  Spaniards  having  siur- 
rounded  the  fort,  which  was  destitute  of  provisions, 
he  desired  his  small  garrison  to  sally  out  in  the 
night,  and  endeavour  to  escape.     On  the  morning 
he  hoisted  a  flag,  as  a  signal  to  his  enemies  that  he 
was  willing  to   surrender  the  fort.     Having  pre- 
viously prepared  a  train  that  communicated  with 
the  magazine,  he  allowed  some  Spanish  troops  and 
officers  to  enter  the  fort,  when  he  set  fire  to  the 
.  tram,  and  blew  up  himself  and  the  Spaniards. 
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The  code  of  laws  for  the  Republic  of  Columbia 
was  ratified  by  the  general  congress  in  1821.  These 
laws  are  better  adapted  for  the  free  government  of 
Columbia,  under  its  present  new  form,  than  the 
Spanish  system  of  jurisprudence,  which  prevailed 
while  these  colonies  were  subject  to  the  Mother 
Coimtry,  whose  great  object  was  to  divide  and 
weaken ;  and  by  their  artful  policy  seventeen  mil- 
lions of  people,  including  those  of  all  colours,  were 
kept  in  an  abject  state  of  submission — ^victims  to 
the  rapacious  extortions  of  those  sent  from  Old 
Spain  to  America,  for  the  purpose  of  retrieving 
their  ruined  fortunes.     During  the  time  the  Prince 
of  Peace  (Godoy)  governed  Spain,  it  was  noto- 
rious to  all  the  world  that  every  situation  under  go- 
vernment had  its  price ;  and  it  was  never  considered 
whether  the  individual  was  qualified  or  fit  for  the 
station  he  wished  to  obtain,  provided  that  his  purse 
was  long  enough  to  furnish  the  stipulated  sum.     Ig- 
norance and  superstition  were  the  great  supporters 
of  the  former  government,  but  let  us  hope  that  the 
reign  of  these  evils  is  hastening  to  its  termination. 


PROVINCES  OF    COLUMBIA.  851 

•nd  that  the  sunshine  of  learning  and  toleration 
will  beam  on  these  fertile  plains.  The  people  cer- 
tainly merit  a  good  government,  from  having  boldly 
risked  their  lives  and  property  to  obtain  this  Uesa* 
ing.  It  will  probably  take  some  time  before  the 
country  is  exactly  suited  to  the  present  constitution. 
It  is  not  easy  to  eradicate  immediately  fit>m  the 
minds  of  the  people  their  former  prejudices  and 
bad  habits,  which  had  been  encouraged  and  fostered 
by  the  cunning  and  artifice  for  which  the  Spanish 
priesthood  have  always  been  notorious ;  experience 
shewing  that  these  prejudices  habituate  the  minds 
of  the  people  to  contribute  largely  to  the  temporal 
comforts  of  the  monks  and  priests. 

The  territory  of  the  republic  has  been  divided 
into  different  departments,  and  the  duties  of  the  se- 
veral officers  of  the  government  clearly  defined. 
Proper  courts  of  justice  have  been  established,  and 
in  process  of  time  the  civil  and  criminal  jurispru- 
dence will  improve,  and  Spanish  corruption  be  for 
ever  banished  from  these  courts.  This  is  an  Her- 
culeian  undertaking,  and  can  only  be  accomplished 
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gradually.  The  delay  and  expense  attending  the 
smts  are  subjects  of  complaint  in  the  New  as  well  as 
in  the  Old  World ;  indeed  the  lawyers  fatten  on  the 
litigation  of  mankind  in  most  parts  of  the  globe. 

It  is  a  principal  object  with  the  present  goyem- 
ment  to  improve,  as  much  as  circumstances  will  ad- 
mit, all  classes,  whether  Indian  or  negro ;  the  for- 
mer no  longer  pays  the  capitation-tax,  as  imder  the 
Spaniards,  and  the  latter,  when  slaves,  are  well  treat- 
ed by  their  masters.  By  a  decree  of  the  congress  in 
1819,  all  arc  bom  &ee  from  that  time,  and  under  so 
just  and  efficient  regulations,  that  it  might  be  wise  in 
other  governments  to  adopt  the  plan.  It  would  be 
well  were  Columbia  to  imitate  as  closely  as  possible 
the  government  of  the  United  States  in  the  expendi- 
ture of  its  public  revenues,  and  to  reduce  without  de- 
lay so  much  of  the  war  establishment  as  is  consistent 
with  the  safety  of  the  country,  and  instead  of  fitting 
out  expeditions  against  the  island  of  Cuba,  endeavour 
by  economy  to  remit  to  Europe  the  necessary  sums 
for  paying  the  future  dividends  of  the  loans  raised 
in  England.     John  ]  >ull  has  hitherto  been  a  sincere 
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friend  and  well-wisher  to  Columbia,  but  these  senti- 
ments will  be  changed,  if  he  finds  he  has  been  as- 
sisting a  country  whose  government  in  money  trans- 
actions turns  out  to  be  on  a  par  with  that  of  the 
Beloved  Ferdinand.  The  facility  with  which  the 
new  American  government  obtained  money  from 
England  has  caused  extravagance ;  but  the  South 
Americans  will  now  find  the  golden  dream  over, 
and  that  their  precious  metals  must  resume  their 
old  course  across  the  Atlantic,  in  order  to  support 
the  character  of  the  new  government.  Such  a  mi- 
nister as  the  Due  de  Sully  is  much  wanted  at  this 
time  in  Columbia,  where  integrity  and  great  appli- 
cation to  business  should  be  the  leading  features  of 
their  minister  of  finance. 

The  exertions  made  by  His  Excellency  the  Vice- 
President,  Santander,  and  the  minister  of  the  inte- 
rior, Sefior  Manuel  Rastrepo,  to  carry  into  effect 
the  decrees  of  the  general  congress  for  the  educa- 
tion of  all  classes  of  people  throughout  this  exten- 
sive republic  are  highly  praiseworthy.  I  was  much 
surprised  to  find,  in  my  travels  to  the  south  and 
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westward,  a  school  on  the  Lancasterian  system  in 
every  village,  however  small,  and  some  of  them  very 
well  regulated.  There  is  certainly  no  want  of  in- 
tellect among  the  various-coloured  inhabitants  of 
Columbia,  and  I  saw  in  several  places  drawings  in 
water-colours,  small  maps,  and  ingenious  toys,  which 
fiilly  proved  the  soil  was  fertile,  and  only  wanted  to 
be  cleared  of  the  brambles  and  briers  to  insure  a 
good  crop.  The  government  has  wisely  applied 
the  property  of  the  minor  convents  to  the  purposes 
of  public  education,  and  all  the  regular  monastic 
institutions  which  had  not  eight  members-  of  the 
orders  residing  in  the  convents  have  been  abolished, 
and  the  property,  whether  moveable  or  in  fixed 
rents,  applied  to  the  endowment  and  support  of  col- 
leges and  schools  in  the  different  provinces.  The 
former  were  much  wanted ;  sons  of  gentlemen  re- 
siding in  the  provinces  of  Choco  or  Cauca,  were 
obliged  to  cross  a  branch  of  the  Andes,  and  travel 
a  great  distance,  to  be  educated  at  the  two  colleges 
of  Bogotd.  The  bishops  and  vicars  were  called 
upon  by  the  executive  government  to  assist  in  the 
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formation  of  the  new  schools,  and  the  zeal  and  ala- 
crity with  which  many  of  the  clergy  obeyed  these 
orders,  redound  much  to  their  credit. 

The  congress  have  also  attended  to  the  educa- 
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tion  of  the  female  children,  and  schools  have  been 
formed  in  the  different  convents  of  nuns.  This 
system  I  cannot  approve,  as  the  nuns  of  America 
are  generally  themselves  very  ignorant,  excepting  in 
the  arts  of  embroidery  for  the  saints  and  churches, 
of  making  artiBcial  flowers,  and  sometimes  sweet- 
meats. From  the  powerful  influence  of  women 
over  our  society,  too  much  care  cannot  be  bestowed 
on  their  education.  To  attain  this  grand  and  use- 
ful object,  public  schools  for  females  should  be  esta- 
blished in  the  large  towns  of  the  republic,  and  the 
school-mistress  and  her  assistants  be  paid  out  of  the 
revenues  derived  by  the  government  from  the  con- 
fiscated ecclesiastical  property.  When  females  are 
educated  in  nunneries,  the  friars  and  priests  ac- 
quire too  great  an  influence  over  their  minds,  and 
when  these  women  enter  the  world,  this  influence  is 
extended  over  their  husbands  and  connexions.    Let 
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the  general  congress  and  executive  government  turn 
their  eyes  to  the  present  wretched  state  of  Spain ; 
let  them  analyze  the  cause  of  her  wretchedness,  and 
they  will  easily  perceive  that  most  of  the  evils 
brought  on  this  fine  and  unfortunate  country,  ori- 
ginate in  the  power  and  influence  which  the  priest- 
hood exercise  over  the  mass  of  the  people,  and  from 
the  enormous  incomes  which  the  archbishops,  bi- 
shops, monasteries,  and  clergy  drain  from  the  pock- 
ets of  the  people. 

The  articles  of  exportation  from  Columbia  con- 
sist of  cocoa,  coffee,  sugar,  tobacco,  cotton,  hides, 
dye-wood,  sarsaparilla,  Jesuits'  bark,  balsams,  in- 
digo, furs,  &c.  The  late  long  and  desolating  war 
has  considerably  diminished  the  export-trade  of 
some  of  the  provinces,  particularly  that  of  Vene- 
zuela, where  many  of  the  finest  estates  have  been 
nearly  ruined  from  want  of  cultivation  ;  the  slaves 
taking  advantage  of  the  unsettled  state  of  the  coim- 
try  to  run  away  from  their  masters,  and  the  few 
that  remained  being  forced  to  carry  arms  either  for 
the  Patriots  or  Spaniards.     During  a  civil  war  it  is 
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ilmost  impossible  for  men  of  property  to  steer  a 
neutral  course.  Th^  are  considered  either  as 
friends  or  foes  by  the  contending  parties,  and  their 
estates  are  sure  to  suffer  whenever  the  province  be- 
comes the  theatre  of  war,  and  frequently  their 
friends  prove  more  injurious  than  their  foes. 

The  congress  and  government  of  Columbia  should 
try  every  means  to  induce  foreigners  to  settle  in  the 
country,  and  increase  the  population.  The  labouring 
part  of  which  must  be  considered  the  truest  wealth 
of  a  nation,  as  immense  uncultivated  and  almost 
uninhabited  districts,  yield  but  a  small  revenue  to 
government.  No  country  ever  required  a  longer 
peace  than  Columbia.  She  has  certainly  made 
noble  and  extraordinary  efforts  to  secure  her  inde- 
pendence, but  in  doing  this  she  has  nearly  exhaust- 
ed herself,  and  peace  alone  can  add  to  her  people, 
and  retrieve  her  finances.  As  a  well-wisher  to 
Columbia,  I  shall  be  sincerely  glad  when  the  sword 
shall  return  to  its  scabbard.  The  priests  are  still 
on  the  alert,  and  dread  the  declension  of  all  their 
ridiculous  mummeries,  should  emigrants  flock  in 

VOL.  I.  " 
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numbers  to  the  republic;  and  on  some  occasions 
they  have  instigated  the  lower  classes  to  become 
jealous  of  all  strangers. 

A  short  time  before  I  arrived  at  the  village  of 
Fucutativa,  the  priest  had  been  most  violent  in  his 
invectives  from  the  pulpit  against  foreigners,  calling 
them  Jews  and  heretics,  and  exhorting  his  parish- 
ioners not  to  receive  them  into  their  houses,  which 
they  would  contaminate.  When  the  executive  go- 
vernment was  made  acquainted  with  the  intolerant 
conduct  of  this  priest,  they  very  properly  ordered 
him  to  be  prosecuted  in  the  ecclesiastical  court,  and 
I  understood  he  was  removed  from  the  parish,  and 
heavily  fined.  The  generality  of  the  people  have 
clear  heads  and  quick  perceptions,  and  under  a 
wholesome  and  just  government  they  will  become 
useful  citizens. 

The  general  congress  of  Columbia  has  enacted 
some  good  regulations  in  trade,  and  the  duty  on 
foreign  articles  has  been  considerably  lowered,  but 
much  remains  yet  to  be  done  at  the  different  sea- 
ports, to  get  rid  of  the  corruption,  delay,  and  vex- 
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tdons  still  experienced  by  foreign  merchants  at  the 
custom-houses.  By  the  late  treaty  of  commerce 
concluded  between  Great  Britain  and  Columbia, 
the  trade  of  the  two  countries  is  placed  on  a  mutual 
redprocity.  The  imports  to  Columbia  from  Eu- 
rope are  many,  and  of  various  kinds :  the  principal 
are  dry  goods,  Manchester  and  Glasgow  cottons, 
French  silks  and  wines,  woollen  stuffs,  German 
linen,  all  kinds  of  earthenware,  and  most  articles 
coming  under  the  denomination  of  ornaments  and 
luxuries. 

The  manufactures  of  Columbia  are  at  present 
fisw,  and  those  ar^  mostly  carried  on  at  Quito  and 
in  the  south  of  the  Republic :  they  consist  of  car- 
pets, coarse  cotton  cloths,  striped  roanas  *,  &c.  His 
Excellency  the  Vice-President  had  the  kindness 
to  send  me  a  cotton  night^cap  and  pair  of  gloves, 
made  at  Quito,  which  were  soft  and  fine  in  their 

*  A  roana  is  a  large  square  cloak,  with  a  hole  in  the  middle, 
through  which  the  head  is  put;  it  covers  the  arms  and  legs 
comfortably  on  horseback. 

s2 
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texture.  The  natives  of  Quito,  most  of  whom  are 
IndianS)  are  considered  a  very  industrious  and  in- 
genious  people.  I  was  surprised  to  see  at  Bogoti 
excellent  thick  carpets  with  fine  colours,  manufiic- 
tured  by  them  ;  but  the  carriage  of  a  carpet  firom  ' 
Quito  to  Bogota,  costs  several  hundred  dollars,  and 
therefore  only  those  of  large  fortunes  can  affi>rd  to 
buy  them.  The  finest  cotton  roanas  are  made  in- 
the  province  of  Pasta,  but  this  province  has  suffered 
so  much  in  its  population,  by  the  determined  resist- 
ance of  its  inhabitants  to  the  Independent  cause,  that 
comparatively  few  roanas  are  now  manufactured 
there. 

In  the  month  of  August,  Mr.  Elbers  gave  a  pub- 
lic breakfast  to  the  Vice-President  and  all  his  fiiends, 
at  the  villa  of  the  President  Bolivar,  which  is  si- 
tuated about  a  mile  out  of  Bogota,  on  a  gentle  ele- 
vation on  the  side  of  the  mountains,  in  the  rear  of 
the  town,  and  commanding  a  fine  view  of  the  capital, 
and  of  the  extensive  plains,  large  lakes  and  moun- 
tains, which  compose  the  grandeur  of  their  neigh- 
bouring scenery.     The  flower-garden  was  laid  out 
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with  much  taste,  also  a  shrubbery  on  a  small  scale. 
Near  the  house  was  a  Belv^der,  from  the  top  of 
which  the  view  was  grand  in  the  extreme.  In  the 
lower  part  of  this  building  was  a  commodious  cold 
bath.  In  this  snug  retreat  the  great  Bolivar  used  to 
enjoy  himself,  surrounded  by  his  intimate  friends, 
and  often  declared  he  preferred  this  ^^  maison  de 
plaisance  ^  to  the  finest  palace..  This  pretty  Quinta 
Ead  been  presented  to  him  for  his  services,  and,  for 
a  wonder,  he  accepted  it.  The  President  often  gave 
little  dances  here  to  some  of  the  Bogotian  beauties. 
The  dejeim^  of  Mr.  Elbers  was  superb,  and  the 
champagne,  the  corks  of  which  were  flying  about  in 
all  directions,  had  the  effect  of  making  some  of  the 
company  rather  men^  and  obstreperous.  I  after- 
wards heard  that  champagne  to  the  amount  of 
300  dollars  had  been  drunk  by  the  party,  probably 
asnsted  by  the  attendants.  Dancing  commenced 
at  seven  in  the  evening,  and  was  kept  up  with  spirit 
till  a  late  hour :  every  one  returned  home  highly 
delighted  with  the  amusements  of  the  day,  which 
was  certainly  as  pleasant  as  any  which  I  spent  in 
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Columbia.  Mr.  Elbers  is  a  great  fiiTourite  with 
some  of  the  members  of  the  executiye  govemmenty 
and  has  been  so  fortunate  as  to  get  some  very  ad- 
vantageous eontracts  from  the  government ;  amongst 
others,  as  I  before  stated,  the  exclusive  privilege  ei 
navigating  the  river  Magdalena  with  steam-boats  for 
twenty  years.  This  gentleman  has  since  married  a 
Columbian  lady  of  good  family.  At  the  d^jeiin^ 
a  German  servant  of  Mr.  Cadiz  was  wounded  in  the 
breast  by  Captain  Clementi,  a  nephew  of  Bolivar^ 
who  told  me  afterwards  the  man  had  been  insolent 
to  him.  Fortunately  the  servant  jumped  on  one 
side  when  the  thrust  was  made  at  him,  or  he  would 
most  likely  have  been  run  through  the  body.  In 
justice  to  Captain  Clementi,  I  must  say  he  had  the 
character  of  being  a  very  quiet  man ;  but  the  lively 
juice  of  the  grape,  particularly  of  those  of  the  plains 
of  Champagne,  is  a  sad  promoter  of  mischief,  and 
often  transforms  a  good-natured  man  into  a  quarrel- 
some one. 

Amongst  the  amusements  at  Bogota,  particularly 
on  a  Sunday  afternoon,  cock-fighting  at  the  cock-pit 
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is  very  fitshionable  with  all  classes  of  the  inhabitants, 
and  large  bets  are  made  on  the  cocks.  An  English- 
man is  surprised,  on  visiting  a  gentleman,  to  see  some- 
times one  or  two  dozen  English  game  cocks  in  the 
court-yard,  all  fiutened  by  the  leg  with  a  string : 
they  have  clean  water  by  them,  and  are  regularly 
fed  at  certain  hours  in  the  day  with  maize  or  Indian 
com.  The  ridiculous  Spanish  custom  prevails  still 
in  Columbia,  of  offering  a  visitor  any  thing  he  may 
admire  in  the  house ;  as  the  Columbians  have  as* 
sumed  a  new  character,  they  should  leave  off  these 
unmeaning  compliments,  and  offer  that  only  which 
they  wish  should  be  accepted.  Mr.  Cade  and  my- 
self were  much  amused  one  morning  at  receiv- 
ing a  printed  card  from  the  Under  Secretary  for 
Foreign  Affairs,  with  the  following  notice :  **  La 
Sefiora  de  — —  tiene  el  honor  de  o&ecer  a  la  dispo- 
sicion  devm.  una  nifia  que  ha  dado  a  luz.""  ^^  Se- 
nora  de  ■  ■  has  the  honor  of  offering  for  your  dis- 
posal, a  little  girl  which  she  has  brought  into  the 
world.**^     Having  half  a  dozen  children  of  my  own 
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in  England,  I  declined  the  polite  offer  of 
the  new-born  babe. 

On  the  13th  of  September  I  had  made  all  my 
arrangements  for  a  long  and  tedious  journey,  to 
visit  some  of  the  southern  provinces  of  the  state  of 
Columbia,  in  order  to  ascertain  firom  personal  ob- 
servation the  actual  condition  of  this  part  of  the 
Republic.  I  had  heard  that  the  valley  of  Cauca, 
which  is  almost  encircled  by  the  different  branches 
of  the  Corderillas  of  the  Andes,  and  which  borders 
on  the  Pacific,  was  the  finest  country  of  the  Re- 
public. The  travelling  party  consisted  of  Mr.  Cade, 
my  secretary,  Edle  the  cook,  and  two  servants,  one 
English,  the  other  a  German,  who  had  both  been 
for  three  or  four  years  in  the  service  of  non-com- 
missioned ofiicers,  and  spoke  Spanish  well.  The 
Englishman  was  a  remarkably  active  man,  thorough- 
ly acquainted  with  the  character  of  the  natives,  and 
on  various  occasions  in  our  travels  proved  very  use- 
ful. I  had  three  mules  of  my  own,  and  several  to 
carry  our  baggage.     We  were  obliged  to  take,  a 
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moiith^s  provisions  of  biscuits,  dried  salt  beef  cut  in 
long  slices,  chocolate,  &c.  I  was  told  we  might  be 
aUe  to  purchase  poultry  and  eggs  until  we  arrived 
within  seven  or  eight  days  of  the  Paramo  of  Gua- 
naco  (the  summit  of  the  Andes),  which  travellers 
cross  over  in  their  journey  to  Popayan.  The  Ho- 
norable Pedro  Gual  kindly  gave  me  a  letter  ad- 
dressed generally  to  the  magistrates  of  the  towns 
and  villages  through  which  I  was  to  pass,  to  assist 
me  in  any  way  I  might  require  ;  and  I  afterwards 
learnt  that  the  governors  of  the  provinces  had  re- 
ceived letters  from  the  Government,  desiring  them 
to  show  me  every  attention  in  their  power,  which  I 
experienced  on  all  occasions. 

September  the  14th,  at  three  in  the  afternoon,  we 
left  Bogota,  accompanied  by  some  of  my  friends  for 
a  short  distance,  and  by  Sefior  Pepe  Paris,  who  went 
with  us  as  far  as  the  village  of  Bogoti,  formerly  the 
residence  of  an  Indian  cacique.  We  slept  here, 
placing  our  beds  on  large  tables,  to  avoid  as  much 
as  possible  being  tormented  by  fleas  and  other  ver- 
min.    By  some  mistake  the  bed  of  Colonel  Narvaes, 
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vbo  WS8  to  sleep  this  night  at  QuaCro  Squinas,  about 
a  league  off,  wag  brought  to  our  house,  and  taken 
possession  of  by  my  friend  Pep£  Paris,  who  had 
retired  early  to  rest.  Colonel  Narvaes  discovering 
tlic  mistake,  Rcnt  a  servant  and  a  mule  to  fetch  it  in 
the  night.  Walter  (our  Gcnnan),  finding  the  bed 
occupied  by  Seuor  Pepd  Paris,  delivered  to  hira  the 
message  just  received,  who,  scarcely  awake,  and 
hearing  Eomcthing  about  the  colonel  and  the  bed, 
concluded  the  speaker  was  Colonel  Narvaes,  coming 
to  claim  his  property,  and  he  stammered  out  in 
French  to  the  astonished  Walter  "Jevousdemandc 
mille  pardons.  Monsieur.  Je  ne  savais  pas  que 
Tetoit  voire  lit."  Mr.  Cade  and  myself,  who  were 
sitting  in  the  room,  could  not  help  lauglung  at  this 
ridiculous  scene  between  Pepe  Paris  and  the  old 
German  huzzar. 

We  left  the  Indian  village  of  BogotA  early  in  the 
morning,  and  steered  our  course  ssw.  The  country 
for  some  miles  was  divided  into  small  valleys  by  gen- 
tle ranges  of  hilla  without  any  trees.  The  valleys 
ivere  all  pasture,  and  covered  with  horses  and  cattle. 
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We  breakfasted  at  a  very  tolerable  posado  (or  small 
inn),  -called  the  Bocca  del  Monte  (or  Gorge  of  the 
Mountains),  as  immediately  after  leaving  this  place, 
the  traveller  begins  to  descend  from  the  plain  of  Bo- 
gota, by  a  very  abrupt  rocky  road,  into  the  warm 
country.  Here  the  edges  of  immense  forests  adorn 
the  mountains,  and  after  desending  for  two  or  three 
hours,  during  part  of  which  we  were  obliged  to  go 
on  foot,  I  once  more  heard  the  howling  of  our  old 
acquaintances,  the  red  monkeys,  saw  hanging  nests 
of  the  oropendulums,  and  the  tropical  birds  and 
butterflies  flying  around  us.  The  prospect  in  de- 
scending from  the  plateau  was  really  sublime.  The 
tops  of  the  chain  mountains  to  the  eastward,  which 
form  one  side  of  the  plain  of  Bogota,  in  the  direc- 
tion of  the  waterfall  of  Tequendama,  were  Imried  in 
the  clouds.  Before  us  appeared  in  the  distance  a  few 
scattered  cottages ;  and  the  small  town  of  La  Mesa  * 
in  the  midst  of  them ;  in  the  back-ground,  in  the  inter- 
mediate distance,  were  large  tracts  of  forests,  smoking 

*  La  Mesa  (or  Table),  to  called  from  its  situation  on  a 
small  flat  plain. 


and  burning,  having  been  eet  on  fire  for  the  purpose 
of  clearing  the  ground  for  cultiration.  Under  our 
feet,  the  irregular  and  bold  features  of  the  country 
projected  here  and  there,  whitened  by  precipitous 
torrents.  It  was  altogether  a  landscape  worthy  of 
the  pencil  of  Salvator  Rosa.  On  passing  through 
a  gloomy  forest,  we  were  shewn  by  our  guide,  on 
the  left  of  the  road,  a  large  cave,  where  a  celebrated 
hermit  had  lived  for  some  years ;  we  were  informed 
that  this  holy  man  was  famed  for  the  wonderful 
cures  he  jwrformed  on  sick  people ;  and  having  few 
wants,  living  on  fruits,  roots,  and  water,  he  never 
took  a  fee  for  his  advice. 

Wc  arrived  at  La  Mesa  about  four  in  the  after- 
noon, and  I  found  myself  greatly  fatigued,  having 
been  nttaclicd  by  dysentery  when  I  left  the  capital, 
and  the  distance  from  the  village  of  Bogota  to  La 
Mesa  is  eight  Spanish  leagues  (thirty-two  miles). 
Travellers  are  always  much  annoyed  for  two  or  three 
days  after  leaving  Bogota,  from  so  suddenly  enter- 
ing a  hot  climate  after  the  cool  temperature  of  its 
higher  plains.     W'c  passed  through  the  pretty  vil- 
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lage  of  Tenja  on  our  road  to  La  Mesa,  where  Ge- 
neral Bricefio  Mendez,  then  minister-at-war,  and 
his  brother,  the  colonel  of  the  hussars  of  the  body- 
guard, had  a  country-house  and  large  estates  in  the 
neighbourhood.  The  fires  we  saw  in  the  forests 
were  on  this  estate,  which  they  were  clearing  for  the 
cultivation  of  Indian  com.  The  crops  are  excel- 
lent for  some  years  after  the  land  has  been  cleared 
by  fire.  The  roots  of  the  largest  trees  are  gradually 
removed,  though  some  are  allowed  to  remain,  and 
in  the  open  space  between  them  the  ground  pro- 
duces plantain,  cofiee,  and  maize  abundantly.  We 
met  on  our  road  a  great  many  mules  laden  with  the 
fruits  and  vegetables  of  a  tropical  climate,  going  to 
the  market  of  the  capital ;  and  I  was  told  that  the 
Indians  and  lower  classes  who  live  five  or  six  days^ 
journey  from  Bogotd  carry  the  produce  of  their 
small  farms  there.  When  we  arrived  at  La  Mesa 
in  the  afternoon,  the  thermometer  was  80^,  a  differ- 
ence of  about  12^  between  this  place  and  the  village 
of  Bogotd. 
Upon  our  arrival,  we  met  His  Excellency  the 
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Vice-President,  who  was  setting  off  for  rfie  countrj-- 
hottse  of  the  tninister-at-war,  having  spent  the  pre- 
ceding day  at  the  house  of  Colonel  Olaya,  of  llie 
militia  in  La  Mesa,  where  I  was  to  take  up  ray 
quarters  for  the  night.  Colonel  Wilthew,  a  young 
Englishman,  aide-de-camp  to  the  Vice-President,  re- 
quested permission  of  His  Excellency  to  accompany 
us  as  far  as  the  town  of  Tocayman,  to  which  he 
kindly  assented.  Colonel  Olaya  provided  good  fare 
for  us,  but  I  was  so  unwell,  and  sulfercd  so  much 
from  thirst,  that  I  could  not  do  justice  to  the  din- 
ner, which  seemed  a  great  annoyance  to  the  colonel, 
who  was  a  very  hospitable  man.  He  told  me  that 
when  the  Spaniards  last  occupied  the  country,  he 
had  been  obliged  to  remain  for  three  years  concealed 
in  the  adjacent  mountains,  frequently  changing  his 
resting-place,  for  the  Spaniards  ofUn  sent  light 
troops  to  scour  the  mountains  for  fugitives,  and  he  had 
frequently  been  almost  starved  to  death,  His  eldest 
son,  a  fine  young  man,  only  twenty-one  years  of 
age,  was  taken  prisoner,  and  shot  in  the  Square  of 
La  Mesa,  a  few  yards  in  front  of  his  house,  and  the 
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cocoa,  sugar,  and  coffee  plantations  on  his  estates 
were  all  destroyed.  The  colonel  concluded  this 
conversation  by  saying,  ^^  I  do  not  regret  all  these 
sacrifices,  since  the  Columbians  have  at  length  suc^ 
oeeded  in  freeing  themselves  from  the  cursed  yoke 
of  the  Spaniards.^  The  colonel  had  then  an  estate 
to  sell  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Bogotd,  for  which 
he  wanted  20,000  dollars,  including  all  the  slaves. 

The  market  of  this  place  is  very  considerable,  as 
the  people  come  from  Tocayman,  La  Purificaciofi, 
and  even  from  Neyva,  the  capital  of  that  province, 
distant  frill  ten  days^  journey.  The  people  of  the 
province  of  Neyva  exchange  their  commodities, 
such  as  gold-dust,  dried  fish  from  the  Magdalena, 
fruits  of  all  sorts,  tiger-skins,  and  other  furs,  for 
wheat  grown  on  the  plain  of  Bogota.  In  this  can- 
ton, the  colonel  told  me  he  could  muster  2000  mi- 
litia, all  armed  with  firelocks  and  pikes. 

We  took  leave  of  our  kind  landlord  early  on  Thurs- 
day the  1 6th  of  September,  and  in  three  hours  arrived 
at  the  small  village  of  Arapoyma,  where  we  went  to 
the  priest^s  house ;  Colonel  Wilthew  having  a  slight 
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acquaintance  with  him.  This  good  old  cure  received 
ua  in  the  kindest  manner,  and  soon  prepared  a  gub- 
stantial  breakfast.  We  were  all  much  struck  wiih 
the  beauty  of  a  little  girl  about  eight  or  nine  years 
old,  the  daughter  of  tlie  housekeeper,  who  was  also 
a  pretty  brunette.  The  curt^  was  uncommonly  face- 
tious and  good-humoured,  and  was  not  offended  when 
we  joked  with  him  about  the  great  hkenesa  between 
the  little  girl  and  himself;  which,  by  the  by,  was 
paying  him  a  comphment,  although  he  was  a  good- 
looking  man,  with  large  blue  eyes,  which  you  sel- 
dom see  in  these  provinces.  His  amiable  character 
had  acquired  for  bim  the  respect  and  esteem  of  the 
parish  and  neighbourhood.  He  was  a  native  of  the 
plains  of  ApuriJ,  and  having  on  ail  occasions  dis- 
playe<i  great  zeal  for  the  Independent  cause,  govern- 
ment had  given  him  the  living  of  Arapoyma.  The 
rest  of  our  journey  this  day  was  over  a  very  moun- 
tainous nigged  country,  great  part  of  which  was  co- 
vered with  wood.  The  heat  increased  greatly  as 
we  descended  and  approached  the  small  town  of 
Tocaynian.     On  the  road  we  met  several  families 


PB0YIKCE8    OF    COLUMBIA.  273 

returning  to  Bogotd,  who  had  been  to  Tocayman  to 
Iwthe  in  the  mineral  waters  for  the  benefit  of  their 
health. 

About  a  league  and  a  half  before  we  arrived  at 
Tocayman,  we  found  ourselves  on  the  banks  of  the 
river  Bogotd,  in  a  deliciously  cool  spot,  compared 
with  the  heat  of  the  road,  where  a  rancha  or  Indian 
cottage  was  built,  overhung  with  royal  pahn  and 
other  evergreen  forest  trees.  The  place  was  crowd- 
ed with  mules  and  muleteers  going  to  and  returning 
from  the  capital ;    some  of  these  were  employed 

m 

in  washing  their  mules  and  bathing,  some  were 
sleeping  on  the  ground,  or  in  their  hammocks  slung 
between  two  trees,  others  taking  their  frugal  re- 
past under  the  umbrage  of  the  thick  verdant  foliage 
of  their  noble  branches.  The  appearance  of  these 
different  groups  of  men,  with  a  few  women  among 
them,  when  viewed  fix)m  a  rising-ground  at  a 
small  distance,  was  very  picturesque,  and  the  ^cene 
would  have  formed  a  most  pleasing  subject  for 
drawing.  Here  we  met  with  an  Irish  soldier,  who 
was  returning  to  Bogotd  with  the  baggage  of  bis 

VOL.  I.  ^ 
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master,  a  colonel  in  the  Columbian  service,  who  was 
his  countryman :  the  colonel  was  to  follow  the  next 
day,  having  re-established  his  health  at  Tocayman. 

We  reached  that  place  at  four  in  the  afternoon. 
I  found  myself  bo  weak  and  ill  from  an  attack  of 
dysentery,  that  I  began  to  have"  serious  apprehen- 
sions of  not  being  able  to  proceed  on  my  journey. 
Robust  health  is  absolutely  necessary  for  persons  who 
undertake  to  travel  over  the  thinly  inhabited  plains 
and  mountains  of  this  country,  where  medical  advice 
and  medicines  can  seldom  be  procured ;  and  I  am 
convinced  nearly  one-half  of  the  population  die 
from  want  of  proper  attendance.  However,  I  was 
determined  to  rest  for  a  couple  of  days  at  Tocay- 
man, in  the  hope  of  getting  better,  and  being  able 
to  prosecute  my  journey. 

The  alcalde  of  Tocayman  had  lodged  our  party 
at  the  house  of  an  old  priest,  who  was  of  a  very 
opposite  character  to  our  kind  and  hospitable  cur^ 
of  Arapoyma,  being  a  determined  miser,  whose  eole 
deh){ht  consisted  in  hoarding  bags  of  doubloons  aad 
Spftnish  dollars:  to  watch  this  treasure,  the  old  miser 
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med  to  rit  up  the  greater  part  of  the  night  in  his 
room,  and  never  rise  from  his  bed  till  eleven  or  twelve 
o^dock  at  noon.  I  well  recollect  seeing  the  old 
wretch  sitting  in  a  studied  attitude  at  a  table,  with 
a  large  old-fashioned  Latin  Bible  before  him,  which 
he  was  pretending  to  read  as  we  entered  his  house, 
although  I  have  little  doubt  but  his  thoughts  were 
wuidering  to  his  useless  and  beloved  treasures. 
The  features  of  his  countenance  denoted  the  sordid- 
nesa  <^  his  mind,  and  his  meagre  body  evidently 
shewed  that  his  avarice  denied  it  sufficient  susten- 
ance. This  skin-flint  of  a  priest  never  offered  us 
even  a  glass  of  water  during  the  time  we  resided 
under  his  roof.  This  was  of  little  consequence  to 
us,  as  I  had  provided  every  thing  necessary  for  our 
journey,  and  we  were  able  to  purchase  fish  and 
poultry  in  the  village.  Dr.  Cheyne,  who  has  esta- 
blished himself  at  Bogota,  and  become  a  great  fa- 
vourite with  many  of  the  first  fisunilies  in  the  place, 
had  the  kindness  to  give  me  some  medicine,  with 
proper  directions  for  taking  it,  in  case  any  of  the 
party  should  be  attadced  on  the  road  by  intermit- 

t2 
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tent  fevers  or  dyseplery,  and  we  likewiae  found  un- 
expectedly a  small  quantity  of  Emden  griis,  which 
he  had  likewise  taken  the  jtrecaution  of  adding. 
Colonel  Wilthew  recommended  my  taking  nothing 
but  thick  gruel  made  of  the  grits  during  the  two 
days  we  rested  at  Tocayman,  which  ad\'ice  I  fol- 
lowed, and  found  myself  wonderfully  recovered,  and 
able  to  proceed  on  my  travels. 

Tlie  first  evening  of  my  arrival,  the  commandant 
of  the  place  called  on  me,  and  expressed  a  wish  to 
procure  me  any  thing  which  the  town  might  afford ; 
and  among  other  subjects  of  conversation,  he  stated 
that  the  skeleton  of  a  very  large  animal  had  been 
discovered  near  Tocayman,  and  on  his  shewing  me 
some  of  the  bones  the  nest  day,  I  perceived  they 
were  those  of  the  antediluvian  animal  called  the 
mammoth  :  the  colonel  gave  me  part  of  one  of  the 
thigh-bones,  which  he  kept  for  me  until  my  return 
to  Tocayman  ;   I  afterwards  brought  it  to  England. 

Our  old  curmudgeon  of  a  landlord  had  his  solitary 
meals  in  his  room,  which  consisted  only  of  a  little 
chocolate,  an  c^,  and  dry  toast ;  probably  his  des- 
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sert  was  looking  over  his  doubloons  and  dollars. 
Mr.  Cade  gave  him  a  quotation  from  the  Bible^ 
which  he  did  not  seem  to  relish,  and  expressed  sur- 
prise at  heretics  knowing, — ^^  Lay  not  up  for  your- 
selves treasures  upon  earth,  where  moth  and  rust 
doth  corrupt,  and  where  thieves  break  through 
and  steal.*^  To  say  the  truth.  Colonel  Wilthew 
and  my  young  secretary  badgered  the  old  priest  a 
good  deal ;  but  they  ^t  nothing  from  him  but  a 
glass  of  water  and  a  fire  in  the  kitchen  for  cooking 
our  victuals. 

Tocayman  is  a  sort  of  watering-place,  and  was 
at  this  time  full  of  visitors  and  invalids  from  Bo- 
got^.  The  mineral-water  contains  vitriol,  iron, 
and  sulphur.  Persons  afflicted  with  rheumatism, 
scurvy,  or  the  venereal  disease,  which  is  very  pre- 
valent at  Bogota,  come  here  to  bathe  in  the  mine- 
ral-waters, and,  as  the  natives  term  it,  ^^  to  sweat  off 
the  diseases.*"  These  disorders  are  considered  by 
the  faculty  difficult  to  cure  at  Bogota,  owing  to  the 
rarefied  state  of  the  atmosphere,  which  closes. the 
pores,  and  prevents  perspiration.     Many  pf  the 
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wealthy  Bogotians  go  every  year  for  a  couple  of 
months  either  to  Guadiae,  Ls  Mesa,  or  Tocaynan, 
merely  for  change  of  air,  and  to  get  rid  of  their 
diseases  by  perspiration.  The  population  of  To- 
cayman  is  computed  at  1000  bouIs  ;  there  are  two 
small  churches  and  a  public  school  recently  esta- 
blished on  the  LancsGterian  system. 

Early  in  the  morning,  Colonel  Wilthew  and  Mr. 
Cade  bathed  in  the  river  Bt^td,  which  is  about  a 
mile  and  a  quarter  from  the  town.  Being  an  in- 
valid I  was  unable  to  indulge  in  this  luxury.  AH 
the  water  is  brought  to  Tocayman  from  the  river  in 
large  patakas  (or  jars),  on  the  backs  of  donkeys  or 
by  women.  There  are  a  few  alligators  in  this  part  of 
the  river  Bogota,  but  not  so  large  as  those  of  the 
Magd&Iens.  We  found  the  thermometer  in  the 
middle  of  the  day  in  the  shade  85°.  Tocajinan 
lies  in  i"  16"  north  latitude,  and  7*°  59"  west  lon- 
gitude. Mules  coming  frvm  the  cool  plains  of  Bo- 
gotd  to  this  hot  climate,  are  frequently  attacked  with 
a  complaint  called  Solian,  brought  on  by  the  great 
heat  while  travelling.     To  cure  this  disorder  the 
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muleteen  Ueed  the  mules,  and  pour  a  email  quantity 
of  aquadiente  (or  spirits)  into  their  ears,  and  then 
tie  them  up. 

On  Sunday,  19th,  at  six  a.m.  we  quitted  Tocay- 
man,  accompanied  by  the  commandant.  Colonel 
Wilthew,  and  several  Columbian  officers  who  were 
residing  there  for  the  re-establishment  of  their  health, 
leaving  our  old  host  in  bed.  In  passing  by  the 
gaol,  I  was  surprised  to  see  it  full  of  yoimg  men ; 
and  on  my  remarking  to  the  commandant  that  I 
•opposed  there  were  many  robberies  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, he  replied  ^^  Oh  no,  the  people  were  ho- 
nest  and  quiet ;  that  these  prisoners  were  only  yoimg 
vohmteerSf  from  the  province  of  Neyva,  going  to 
join  a  newly  raised  r^riment  at  Bogota,  and  that 
these  volunteers  were  confined  for  the  night,  to  pre- 
v^it  their  running  away.^  This  explanation 
amused  us  exceedingly.  On  our  arrival  at  the  river 
Bogotfi,  we  all  crossed  it  in  a  piraqua,  and  the  river 
was  so  low,  from  long  drought,  that  the  inules  with 
our  baggage  on  their  backs  waded  across.  Here  I 
took  leave  of  Colonel  Wilthew,  the  commandant, 
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and  other  Columbian  oiScers,  and  proceeded  with 
our  guide,  who  was  on  foot,  We  trarelled  all  day 
oyer  a  large  savannah,  interspersed  with  a  few  low 
hills,  and  found  the  heat  exceedingly  great  On 
the  road  we  met  with  some  more  volunteers  with 
their  hands  tied  together,  so  that  I  suspect  those 
who  serve  in  the  Columbian  armies  are  only  volun- 
teers by  name.  Near  the  road-side  we  observed  se- 
veral small  wooden  crosses  at  the  heads  of  graves, 
and  very  large  stones  placed  on  the  top  of  the  earth, 
to  prevent  the  tigers,  which  are  numerous  in  this 
province,  from  devouring  the  bodies.  As  there  are 
no  chapels  near  the  habitations  of  the  people,  they 
are  obliged  to  bury  their  relations  near  their  cot- 
tages, and  they  fix  on  a  spot  by  the  road-side,  that 
every  traveller  may  say  a  short  prayer  for  the  salva- 
tion of  their  souls.  In  this  country  we  saw  for  the 
first  time  rabbit-burrows  and  rabbits :  they  were 
nearly  the  same  colour  as  those  we  have  in  Europe, 
but  not  quite  so  large.  As  we  approached  the  river 
Magdalena,  we  saw  a  great  many  wild  turkeys, 
peacocks,  macaws,  paroquets,  &c. :    I   was  still  so 
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weak  that  I  was  not  able  to  go  after  them  with  my 
gun.  The  plumage  of  some  of  the  birds  was  also 
new  to  me,  and  the  colours  very  beautifiil,  particu- 
larly of  one  about  the  size  of  a  lark,  which  was  jet 
black  on  the  breast,  with  a  bright  scarlet  head,  back 
and  tail.  We  stopped  at  a  very  neat  cottage  made 
of  large  bamboos ;  the  sides  were  open  to  allow  the 
air  to  circulate  through  it,  and  the  covering  made  of 
dried  plantain  leaves :  a  small  cooking-house  being 
always  detached  from  the  dwelling  part.  Here  we 
halted  for  three  or  four  hours,  during  the  hotter 
part  of  the  day.  A  swinging  cot  or  cradle,  in 
which  an  in£int  was  sleeping,  was  very  ingeniously  • 
made  of  slender,  pliant  bamboos,  in  the  shape  of  a 
car  attached  to  a  balloon ;  at  each  end  of  the  cot,  at 
equal  distances,  were  fixed  four  small  cords  which 
met  at  one  point,  and  were  hung  to  a  beam  of 
the  cottage,  so  that  the  least  touch  made  it  swing, 
and  with  the  protection  of  a  blue  and  white  mos- 
quito curtain,  the  child  slept  as  comfortably  as  pos- 
sible. 
All  the  people  of  this  province  complained  this 


year  (1824)  of  tlie  unusual  heat.  September  is 
generally  one  of  the  hottest  months  in  the  low  plains 
of  New  Grenada.  The  crops  of  maize,  plantain, 
cocoa,  &c.  had  been  much  injured  from  not  having 
had  the  customary  quantity  of  rain,  during  the 
months  of  FebnULry,  March  and  April ;  and  the 
subsequent  great  heats  had  nearly  destroyed  their 
crops.  On  my  rctuni  through  this  country  in  Ja- 
nuary, I  found  the  inhabitants  almost  starving,  and 
obliged  to  procure  provisions  at  a  great  expense 
from  the  villages  in  the  plain  of  Bogoti  and  other 
distant  provinces.  Near  this  road  I  saw  for  the  first 
time  some  very  large  inland  shells,  which  I  have 
beard  are  very  much  valued  by  concholt^sts,  and 
also  some  dwarf  shrubs,  bearing  bright  scarlet  flowers. 
At  half-past  SLX  in  the  evening  we  arrived  on  the 
banks  of  the  river  Magdalena,  at  the  Paso  de  Flan- 
ders (a  ferry  of  Flanders),  and  found  the  house 
crowded  with  muleteers  on  their  way  to  La  Mesa : 
the  mules  laden  with  cargoes  of  cocoa  from  the 
town  of  Neyva,  the  capital  of  the  province.  We 
were  all  very  tired,  and  not  very  nice  as  to  our  quar- 
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ten  for  the  night;  but  the  behaTiour  of  these  felloWs 
in  imoking  and  spitting,  and  the  smell  of  garlic  and 
odier  sudi  odoriferous  perfiimes,  fairly  drove  us  out 
of  the  house,  and  obliged  us  to  take  refuge  in  a  small 
oat-house.  The  heat  of  this  place  compelled  us  to 
have  the  door  open  at  night.  We  were  not  aware 
it  was  used  as  a  granary  for  Indian  com  by  the  &r- 
mer.  However,  one  branch  of  his  family,  the  pigs, 
were  perfecdy  well  acquainted  with  this  circum- 
stance, and  tormented  us  all  night  by  their  perse- 
vering efforts  to  get  at  the  maize.  In  hot  climates 
the  pigs  feed  chiefly  at  night,  and  during  the  day 
sleep  and  wallow  in  the  mud.  This  farmer  must 
have  been  rather  a  wealthy  man,  to  judge  from  the 
number  of  pigs  he  kept  fatting  on  plantains,  in 
stnmg  enclosures  of  bamboo.  The  muleteers  told 
us,  that  about  a  fortnight  ago,  a  woman  from  a 
neighbouring  cottage  near  the  banks  of  the  Magda- 
lena,  had  been  carried  off  by  an  alligator. 

On  the  20th  we  were  all  up  at  four  a.m.,  having 
rather  a  tedious  business  to  perform  in  gettbg  our 
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mules  and  boggi^  over  the  river  Magdalcna.  This 
operation  occupied  ue  nearly  three  houra :  the  mule- 
teers Bct  no  value  upon  time,  and  I  verily  believe, 
are  proof  against  every  kind  of  persuasion  to  hurry 
themselves.  I  recommend  all  impatient  men  to 
travel  for  six  months  in  Columbia,  if  they  Vish  to 
acquire  patience,  although  the  trial  might  prove  fatal 
to  some,  as  nothing  is  mure  conducive  to  health  in 
tropical  climates  than  a  mild,  placid  temper.  The 
mules  Ewam  across  the  river  four  or  five  at  a  dme, 
behind  a  canoe,  each  mule  having  a  laso  round  his 
neck,  which  was  made  fast  to  the  tail  of  that  before 
him.  These  intelligent  animals  enjoyed  tlieir  swim- 
ming very  much.  The  noise  of  the  cacaracha,  par- 
rots, macaws,  paroquets,  &c.  adjoining  the  ferry  was 
almost  enough  to  deafen  a  person,  for  all  these  birds 
are  particularly  noisy  at  day-break.  They  were  so 
tame,  from  never  having  been  shot  at,  that  Mr.  Cade 
nearly  knockeddown  two  or  three  of  them  with  stones. 
The  river  Bogota  enters  the  Magdalena  about  t«u 
leagues  below  the  Paao  de  l-'lamUrs,  and  in  two 
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days  you  anriye  at  the  town  of  Honda,  where  the 
river  is  swollen  by  the  periodical  rains. 

Our  baggage  and  mules  having  crossed,  we  left 
the  river  at  eight  o^clock,  and  stopped  to  break- 
fiist  at  a  small  bamboo  cottage  at  ten.  We 
then  slung  our  cots  under  some  shady  trees,  and 
left  at  three,  having  forwarded  our  baggage 
to  the  village  of  Espinal.  Our  course  was  now 
nearly  due  south,  over  an  immense  plain,  but  the 
heat  was  tempered  by  a  pleasant  breeze.  On  this 
plain  we  saw  several  small  coveys  of  partridges  run- 
ning near  the  road  ;  we  had  great  difficulty  to  make 
them  rise  when  we  rode  after  them.  Our  guide  was 
always  anxious  to  reach  our  resting-place  before 
dark :  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  find  the  way  over 
this  wild  expanse,  where  you  have  no  regular 
road,  but  only  a  mule-track  to  follow,  and  as  many 
cross  each  other,  it  would  completely  puzzle  a 
stranger  which  to  choose.  On  these  parched  plains 
*  we  saw  large  herds  of  cattle  grazing ;  they  appeared 
sleek  and  fat,  notwithstanding  that  the  grass  had 
the .  appearance  of  being  quite  burnt  up.      We 


ZW  TRAVELS    IN    THE 

met  many  of  the  nativcH  of  the  provinceB  of  Mara- 
quita  and  Neyva  on  horseback  and  oa  foot,  the 
women  riding  in  the  same  way  as  the  men ;  their 
countenances  and  Hgurcs  were  far  more  prcpossessbg 
and  athletic  than  the  peasantry  in  the  plain  of  Bogo- 
ta, though  their  complexions  were  in  general  sallow. 
There  are  very  few  negroes  in  these  provinces,  and 
the  features  of  the  people  are  more  European  than 
Indian.  Their  dress  was  extremely  neat  and  pretty : 
the  women  wear  a  line  cotton  cloth  over  the  head, 
wliich  has  generally  a  border  of  blue  flowers,  a 
white  sliawl  with  coloured  border,  and  a  scarlet  pet- 
ticoat i  shoes  and  stockings  are  not  in  fashion  :  the 
men  wear  a  straw-hat,  white  roana,  blue  trowsers, 
and  albigators  for  the  feet.  The  women  seldom 
look  at  you  as  they  pass,  which  rather  mortified  my 
young  secretary,  but  generally  say  "  Buenos  dias, 
caballeros."  The  cotton  stuffs  are  manufactured  m 
the  province  of  Neyva. 

We  arrived  at  the  village  of  Espinal  just  before 
dark,  and  as  I  generally  sent  on  a  peon  to  endea- 
vour to  get  us  quarters,  we  found  on  our  Rrrival  ttljU 
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the  alcalde  had  provided  us  a  faoiise.  Espinal  ia  a 
neat  pretty  village,  with  a  population  of  IfiOO  per- 
MII8.  We  walked  about  the  village  with  the  al- 
ealde,  the  postmaster,  and  two  or  three  other  great 
personi^ges :  they  pointed  out  to  us  a  considerable 
number  of  cottages  recently  built.  The  alcalde  re- 
marked, he  did  not  despair  of  living  long  enough 
to  see  Espinal  a  large  town,  now  that  they  had 
driven  the  Goths  (Spaniards)  out  of  the  country. 
This  village  was  burnt  to  the  ground  by  the  Spa- 
niards in  1816.  The  principal  trade  of  the  place 
consists  in  straw  hats,  hung-beef,  tallow,  and  hides, 
sent  in  boats  down  the  river  M agdalena.  Espinal 
la  only  one  league  and  a  half  from  that  river,  over 
a  fine  plain,  but  the  peasantry  seldom  fish,  their 
time  being  wholly  occupied  in  attending  to  their 
large  herds  of  cattle. 

On  the  21st,  at  six  ak.  we  left  Espinal ;  in  the 
morning  we  rode  over  a  very  pretty  plain,  intersect- 
ed with  small  woods,  and  were  serenaded  by  th^ 
sweet  wild  notes  of  several  birds.  But  our  great 
olgect  was  to  cross  the  Andes  before  the  wet  season 


came  on,  when  the  roads  arc  dangerous,  and  nearly 
impassable,  and  to  accomplish  tliis  it  was  necessary 
to  sacrifice  the  sports  of  the  field.  At  ten  we  en- 
tered the  email  village  of  Guamo,  and  stopped  at 
the  house  of  the  priest,  for  the  best  of  all  reasons, 
because  il  appeared  the  most  comfortable  in  the 
place,  and  because  at  such,  travellers,  if  they  get 
any  fare,  are  sure  to  get  the  best  the  countiy 
affords.  The  padre  had  prepared  a  good  breakfast 
for  us,  and  we  found  him  a  jocose,  witty,  good- 
humoured  fellow,  about  thirty-five  years  of  age. 
Our  head  mule-man  lost  his  way,  and  did  not 
arrive  with  the  baggage  until  twelve  o'clock.  Just 
before  we  arrived  at  the  village,  we  crossed  a  coo) 
smooth  stream,  which,  had  I  not  been  very  hot, 
would  have  tempted  me  to  bathe,  but  for  that  rea- 
son I  durst  not  indulge.  This  stream  is  caUed  the 
Louisa  i  tbey  wash  its  sand  for  gold-dust. 

The  whole  of  this  day  on  our  right  we  had  a  fine 
view  of  the  mountain  of  Tolema,  whose  summit  is 
at  all  times  covered  with  snow ;  it  is  the  highest 
mountain  iu  that  branch  of  the  Andes  wliich  i 
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by  Popayan  and  the  valley  of  Cauca  Into  the  pro- 
vince of  Antioquia.  The  priest's  orchata  was  plea- 
sant to  the  taste,  and  cooling ;  it  is  a  mixture  of 
melons,  sugar,  and  water.  Tiger-cats  are  nume- 
rous in  this  neighbourhood,  and  dcetroy  a  great 
many  sheep,  goats,  and  poultry.  In  the  midst  of  our 
chit-chat  the  chapel-bell  rang  an  alarm ;  on  hearing 
which  we  all  rushed  to  the  door,  with  the  priest  at 
our  head,  and  found  one  of  the  cottages  on  fire  : 
by  great  exertions  we  got  it  under,  and  glad- 
dened the  hearts  of  the  poor  villagers.  Had  this 
fire  happened  at  night,  it  is  probable  the  whole  vil- 
lage would  have  been  destroyed,  every  thing  being 
exceedingly  dry  at  this  season  of  the  year.  The 
padre  shewed  me  in  his  bed-room  a  figure  with  a 
small  monkey's  acull  fixed  on  it,  holding  a  scythe  in 
his  right-hand,  which  cut  horizontally  on  pulling  a 
string.  He  told  me  this  figure  was  intended  to  re- 
present Death,  and  that  he  frequently  shewed  it  to 
the  young  girls  of  his  village  as  a  memento  mori, 
but,  added  he,  with  a  sly  wink,  these  girls  are  fre- 
quently thinking  of  something  else. 
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As  we  could  procure  no  "food  for  our  baggage- 
mules,  we  Bent  them  on  to  Villa  de  U  Purificacion, 
distant  six  Spanish  leagues  and  a  half.  By  the  ad- 
vice of  the  cure  we  sent  on  a  peon  to  the  intcndentc 
with  a  letter  which  was  given  me  by  the  intcndente 
at  Bogota,  to  procure  what  was  necessary,  and  an- 
otlier  relay  of  mules.  The  labouring  men  are 
great  pedestrians  in  this  province,  and  will  go  nearly 
double  the  distance  of  a  loaded  mule  in  twenty-foui 
hours.  Our  friend  the  cure  insieted  on  our  dining 
with  liim,  and  as  our  quarters  were  good,  neither 
Mr.  Cade  nor  myself  made  any  great  objection  to 
comply  with  the  wishes  of  our  host.  We  had  ver- 
micclli-soup,  the  olln-podridaf  omelette,  and  a  li- 
quid pudding,  which  was  excellent.  After  this  re- 
past, the  best  wc  had  had  since  we  left  Bogota,  wc 
took  our  siesta  for  an  hour,  and  bidding  farewell  to 
the  hospitnble  priest,  we  direct«d  our  course  towards 
La  PuriBcacion. 

At  ftmr  P.M.  we  arrived  at  the  river  Saldana, 
which  rum  in  an  easterly  direction,  and  enters  ihe 
Magdalena  a  few  leagues  ftwrn  this  place.    Here  wc 
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vote  detained  for  some  time  before  we  could  get  a 
firaqua  to  croes ;  the  mules,  as  usual,  swam  over. 
The  Saldana  is  a  considerable  river,  and  the  water 
ray  clear.  The  boatmen  told  us  they  caught  plenty 
offish  in  this  river,  and  that  now  and  thai  an  aUiga- 
tor  made  its  appearance  from  the  Magdalena,  but 
that  they  never  laid  their  eggs  here,  owing,  as  they 
supposed,  to  the  want  of  sand  on  the  banks.  As  it 
was  now  nearly  dusk,  we  engaged  one  of  the  ferry- 
men to  conduct  us  to  La  Furificacion,  and  it  was 
fintunate  we  did  so,  as  the  road,  or  mule-track,  lay 
across  a  wide  plain ;  the  night  dark,  so  that  we  did 
not  reach  our  halting-place  till  nine  in  the  evening, 
.excessively  tired ;  Mr.  Cade  so  much  so  that  he  in- 
stantly jumped  out  of  his  jack-boots  into  his  cot. 
The  peon  which  we  had  sent  forward  had  not  yet 
arrived  with  the  letter  for  the  intendente,  and  my 
servants  told  me  they  had  remained  two  hours  in 
the  street  with  the  baggage-mules,  the  alcalde  re- 
fusing to  find  them  quarters,  as  the  peon  had  not 
biou^t  the  letter.  In  this  predicament  a  Spaniard, 
who  had  been  a  Serjeant  in  the  ColumUan  service, 

u2      . 
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after  having  deserted  from  Morillo's  army,  and  had 
now  retired  on  a  pension,  offered  his  house,  which 
the  servants  were  glad  to  accept,  and  here  we  re- 
mained. The  Spaniard  sp&ke  a  httlc  French,  and 
told  me  he  had  served  Napoleon  two  or  three  years, 
and  his  motto  was  now  "  Cedunt  arma  tog^e  ",  for 
he  carried  on  now  the  business  of  a  tailor !  We 
found  strong  coffee  very  refreshing  after  our  day's 
work.  We  heard  frum  the  servants  that  the  b^- 
gage-mules  were  completely  knocked  up,  and  that 
they  had  great  difficulty  in  getting  them  to  La  Pu- 
rificacion.  Abundance  of  rain  fell  this  night,  to 
the  great  joy  of  the  people,  who  considered  it  as 
drops  of  gold,  not  having  had  any  for  three  months. 
Our  landlord's  roof  was  so  ill  prepared  for  it,  that 
I  was  obliged  to  get  up  at  night,  and  change 
the  position  of  my  cot.  The  Spaniard  was  about 
forty,  and  married  to  a  pretty  Creole  girl  of  four- 
teen, whose  whole  time  was  employed  in  playing  at 
cards. 

La  Purificacion  is  prettily  situate  on  a  small  hill, 
with  the  river  Magdalens  flowing  at  the  bottom : 
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hat  it  was  no  longer  the  majestic  stream  which  I  na- 
vigated in  champans.  At  this  time  it  was  particu- 
larly low,  owing  to  the  long  drought.  We  found 
La  Purificacion  intolerably  hot,  even  after  the  rain. 
At  six  in  the  morning  Mr.  Cade  and  myself  went 
to  bathe  in  the  M agdalena,  in  a  shallow  part,  where 
the  alligators  could  not  approach  unperceived.  We 
finmd  the  water  tolerably  clear,  and  in  this  river 
completely  forgot  all  our  former  &tigue.  The  men 
of  this  province  are  considered  excellent  soldiers ; 
they  are  brave,  obedient,  and  determined  enemies 
to  the  Spaniards,  and  generally  go  armed  with  a 
long  lance.  We  were  in  high  luck  this  day ;  a  fat 
bullock  having  been  killed,  we  sent  our  landlord, 
accompanied  by  Edle,  to  purchase  part  of  it,  and 
with  the  assistance  of  a  fine  bagre  (a  fish  I  before 
described),  feasted  like  aldermen. 

In  the  morning  we  received  a  visit  from  Colonel 
Garcia,  whom  I  had  known  at  Bogoti,  and  Sefior 
Marquez,  Member  of  Congress  for  Guayaquil. 
They  were  on  a  visit  to  a  friend  who  lived  in  this 
village.     The  colonel  insisted  on  my  accepting  a 
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strg»-hat,  very  light,  with  An  exceedingly  broad 
brim,  to  protect  the  face  ^m  the  sun,  which  I  found 
particularly  comfortable  in  my  travels,  having  before 
worn  an  English  white  bea*cr.  Some  large  fires 
which  were  burning  in  the  woods  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  Magdalena  had  a  grand  appearance  at  night, 
the  flames  extending  for  a  considerable  distance. 

The  alcalde  called  on  me  in  the  morning,  and 
said  the  peon  had  only  just  arrived  with  the  intend- 
cnte'a  letter.  He  made  many  apologies  for  having 
liept  my  mules  and  baggage  so  long  in  the  streets. 
and  promised  to  have  fresh  mules  ready  for  us 
early  the  next  morning,  which  were  to  go  as  fiir  as 
Ncyva ;  paying  for  each  mide  four  dollars.  A 
singular  circumstance  attracted  my  attention  at  this 
place :  I  observed  several  jtersons  were  marked  like 
pie-bald  horses,  their  bodies  and  hair  on  the  bead 
being  black  and  white,  in  distinct  spots.  They 
were  healthy,  and  I  could  not  leam  from  what  it 
ori^nated.  We  admired  the  neatness  of  the  bam- 
boo fences  round  the  gardens :  tliey  were  forrae<l  of 
largo  bamboo  stakes  driven  int*i  tho  ground  itt  ecr- 
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Uin  disUnces,  and  dender  pieces  <^  cane  interwoven 
between  them,  tied  very  tight  with  ropes  made  of 
the  bark  of  trees ;  they  are  about  five  feet  and  a 
half  high,  durable,  and  prevent  pigs  and  poultry 
item  disturbing  the. garden.  The  Spaniard  in- 
fynatd  us  there  was  a  great  variety  of  fish  in  this 
part  of  the  Magdalena ;  Hmong  others  the  white 
bagre,  not  so  large  as  the  dark  striped,  la  dancella, 
the  potolo,  bocca  chica,  el  dorado,  and  the  puso 
lenga,  aU  good  fish  for  the  table. 

We  oould  not  get  away  fiom  La  Purificacion  till 
ten  o^dock:  the  mules  did  not  arrive  fiom  the 
country  till  nine,  and  as  at  this  time  the  heat  was 
great,  we  made  up  our  minds  to  be  well  roasted  this 
day,  and  I  congratulated  myself  on  having  my  head 
and  face  so  well  protected  by  the  wide-brimmed 
straw-hat.  For  six  hours  we  rode  over  hot  sandy 
plains,  without  seeing  one  habitation*  and  at  last 
brought  up  at  a  solitary  cottage.  Here  we  found 
trees  loaded  with  a  firuit  called  cerigas  (or  cherries), 
the  siae  of  a  small  plum,  with  an  agre^le  acid 
taste,  and  the  colour  of  the  egg-plum.    We  were 
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reptiles.  We  were  delighted  to  find  that  our  mor- 
tal  enemies  the  mosquitoes  were  scarcely  known  in 
die  province  of  Neyva,  which  must  be  owing  to  the 
dryness  of  the  country  and  smallness  of  the  woods : 
we  had  not  seen  a  swamp  or  morass  for  the  last  sixty 
miles. 

We  arrived  at  six  o^clock  at  the  Indian  village  of 
Matayan,  the  first  we  had  seen  since  that  of  Bo- 
gotd.  The  baggage-mules  did  not  arrive  till  nearly 
eight,  to  the  great  sorrow  of  the  party,  who  were 
obliged  to  wait  till  the  canteen  came  up.  The  ser- 
vants made  sad  complaints  of  the  badness  of  the 
mules,  and  the  perverse  disposition  of  the  drivers, 
but  these  little  inconveniences  are  unavoidable. 
We  were  lodged  for  the  night  at  the  Indian  school- 
house:  the  chapel  and  parsonage  had  been  de- 
stroyed by  fire  a  few  months  before,  the  former  hav- 
ing been  struck  by  lightning.  The  Indian  cottages 
at  this  place  appeared  very  miserable.  The  school- 
master did  all  in  his  power  to  procure  us  whatever  we 
wanted,  which  was  fire  for  cooking,  and  eggs.  The 
priest  sent  us  a  dozen  as  a  present.     We  paid 
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finr  that  number  sixpence;  the  same  for  a  fowl. 
The  Indian  alcalde  got  out  of  the  way  when  he 
heard  we  should  remain  at  Motayan  for  the  night ; 
die  schoolmaster  informed  us  this  was  also  his  cus- 
tom when  troops  passed  through  the  village,  and 
requested  me  to  lay  his  conduct  before  the  governor 
of  the  province  of  Neyva.  The  priest  and  se- 
veral of  the  Indians  in  this  village  had  the  goitre. 
About  thirty  boys  and  girls  were  taught  to  read  at 
this  school,  and  a  few  of  the  most  intelligent  to 
write. 

Baggago-mules  all  ready  to  start  on  the  24th  at 
seven  a.m.  With  every  exertion  I  could  seldom 
get  the  baggage  off  before  this  hour.  The  whole 
of  the  day  we  travelled  over  a  very  rugged  wild 
country,  varied  here  and  there  with  forests  of  date- 
trees,  and  tolerably  well  watered  by  clear  rivulets^ 
all  steering  their  course  to  do  homage  to  the  great 
Magdalena,  on  the  banks  of  which  we  arrived  in 
the  afternoon,  and  crossed  it  in  a  eanoe,  the  mules 
swimming.  Wc^  saw  another  detachment  of  vo> 
lunteers,  marching  to  the  i*w.  and  several  crosses 
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hj  the  ride  of  the  road^  where  people  had  been  bu- 
ried^  but  OBly  two  Indiim  cottages  the  whole  day. 
Our  baggage-muks  kept  up  well;  the  baggage, 
which  requires  some  experience  to  arrange  properly, 
had  been  more  equally  divided,  and  a  nice  breeze 
cooled  the  atmosphere.  We  remained  for  a  night 
at  a  cottage  on  the  banks  of  the  Magdalena^  and 
had  our  cots  fixed  under  some  palm-trees  close  to 
the  riyer^  but  we  were  punished  for  selecting  this 
sitoatioD,  by  being  tormented  the  whole  night  by 
sand-fiies.  We  bathed  early  in  the  morning,  and 
hearing  that  the  alligators  were  small,  and  seldom 
attacked  imy  one,  indulged  in  a  short  swimming  for 
die  first  time.  Several  large  rafts  passed  early 
down  the  river  firom  Neyva,  laden  with  cocoa. 

Off  at  seven  a.m.  and  got  to  Villa  Vieja  at  eleven 
to  break&st  Our  baggage  did  not  come  up  till 
one ;  two  of  the  mules  had  taken  a  wrong  turn,  and 
were  lost  for  some  time :  we  therefore  decided  on 
remaining  for  the  night  at  Villa  Vieja,  observing 
the  village  was  extremely  neat  and  clean,  and  the 
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alcalde  almost  officious  in  supplying  all  oar  wants. 
The  priest  of  the  parish  visited  us  in  his  cancmicals. 
He  mentioned  having  only  resided  there  during 
three  weeks :  he  arrived  in  a  bad  state  of  health, 

■ 

which  was  already  nearly  re-established  by  the  sa- 
lubrious air  of  the  phioe.  We  here  observed  a 
brown  bird  catching  flies  and  insects  off  the  belly 
of  a  cow  which  was  lying  down.  This  village  was 
close  to  the  Magdalena.  We  suffered,  much  this 
day  from  the  intense  heat^  the  thermometer  in  the 
shade  was  85^.  The  public  school  here  appeared 
to  be  well  conducted,  and  the  children  healthy  and 
neat  in  their  persons.  We  saw  another  party  of  fifty 
recruits,  guarded  by  fifteen  men,  armed  with  lances. 
At  half  past  six  we  were  all  imder  weigh  for  the 
town  of  Neyva,  the  capital  of  the  province,  and 
during  the  morning  had  a  fine  rain,  most  refreshing 
to  men  and  beasts  of  our  cavalcade.  For  the  first 
four  hours  there  was  not  a  single  dwelling  to  be  seen, 
although  we  were  approaching  Neyva.  At  last  we 
discovered  a  cottage  at  some  distance  from  the  road. 
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on  the  banks  of  a  dear  riyulet,  where  we  stopped  to 
break  our  &st.  The  country  around  had  a  deep 
black  appearance,  but  at  small  distances  we  crossed 
some  delightful  valleys,  equally  well  watered  and 
wooded.  These  attractions  were  not  sufficient  to 
huTite  inhabitants.  Tiger-cats,  deer,  and  other  wild 
animals  ranged  unmolested.  Our  bachiano  always 
carried  a  timana  (or  wooden  bowl)  in  the  crown  of 
his  hat,  and  when  he  came  to  a  stream  filled  it  for 
us  to  drink.  He  appeared  a  connoisseur  in  water, 
by  the  air  of  satisfiiction  with  which  he  told  us  in 
particular  places,  ^^aqua  muy  firesca^  (very  fine 
water). 

After  breakfast  I  walked  alone  in  the  valley,  and 
laid  down  under  the  shade  of  a  large  tree,  close  to 
the  rivulet,  when  my  meditations  were  interrupted 
by  the  rustling  of  the  bushes  a  little  above  me, 
and  on  turning  my  head,  I  perceived  a  fine  fat 
buck,  not  more  distant  than  ten  or  twelve  yards, 
walking  leisurely  out  of  the  thicket,  and  coming  to 
the  stream  to  drink.  On  perceiving  me  lying  on  the 
ground,  he  stopped  and  looked  at  me,  then  trotted 
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batJi  into  the  cover :  he  had  small  sharp  horns  with- 
out any  branches.  If  I  had  had  my  gun  it  is  pro- 
bable I  should  have  provided  some  venison  for  the 
party.  In  the  plain  above  the  valley  were  many 
rabbits,  and  several  coveys  of  partridges. 

When  we  were  about  a  league  from  Neyva,  the 
governor  of  the  province.  Colonel  Vincente  Bano- 
gas  and  bis  staff,  and  my  triend  Dr.  Barrero,  came 
out  to  meet  us,  and  we  found  a  good  Iiouec  in  the 
square,  and  an  abundant  supper  provided  for  us  and 
our  servants,  and  forage  for  the  mides.  Dr.  Barrero 
had  come  purposely  to  meet  us  from  his  estate,  which 
lies  to  the  se.  of  Neyva,  distant  about  two  days' 
journey.  It  was  also  his  intention  to  accompany  us 
on  the  road  for  four  or  five  days  from  Neyva  to  La 
Plata,  where  his  family  had  formerly  resided.  The 
doctor,  who  had  been  brought  up  to  the  bar,  was  at 
this  time  one  of  the  members  of  the  congress  for  the 
province  of  La  Neyva,  and  had  also  been  twice  go- 
vernor of  it,  in  which  high  situation  lie  bad  given 
general  satisfaction  to  all  classes  of  the  inhabitants, 
and  was  deaervciUy  a  very  iwpular  public  man,  and 
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a  most  determined  enemy  to  the  Spaniards,  although 
hit  fiidier  was  a  native  of  Spain.  The  doctor  was 
lemarkaUy  fond  of  the  English,  and  I  was  told, 
that  when  the  general  congress  was  assemUed  at 
Cucota,  he  kept  open  house  for  all  the  English, 
especially  for  the  British  officers  in  the  Columbian 
service.  The  energy,  activity  and  courage  which 
Dr.  Barrero  displayed  in  rousing  the  inhabitants 
firom  their  then  long  apathy,  and  pointing  out  to 
diem  the  oppressive  conduct  of  the  Spaniards,  had 
rendered  him  so  obnosdous  to  them,  that  the  Spanish 
governor  of  the  province  of  Neyva  offered  a  consi- 
derable  reward  for  his  head,  and  the  doctor  pointed 
out  to  us  in  the  square  the  place  where  he  had 
been  burnt  in  effigy  by  the  Spaniards.  He  was 
afterwards  taken  prisoner,  and  sent  to  work  for  life 
on  the  fortifications  of  Carthagena,  which  was  no- 
thing less  than  sentencing  him  to  a  lingering  death, 
as  bad  food  and  hard  work,  in  a  tropical  climate, 
soon  terminate  the  existence  of  the  strongest  man, 
Barrero  was  a  bon-vivant,  fond  of  his  bottle,  and, 
like  too  many  of  his  countrymen,  addicted  to  play. 
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Sut  as  a  companion  he  was  lirely  and  facetious, 
and  to  serve  a  friend  would  go  tbrough  fire  and 
water,  supposing  he  could  never  do  enough  for  one 
with  whom  he  had  formed  a  friendship.  Fortunate- 
ly for  me  I  was  included  in  this  class,  and  I  shall 
never  forget  the  many  obligations  he  conferred  oa 
me  during  my  travels,  and  afterwards,  in  procuring 
for  me  the  arms,  head-dresses,  animals,  beautiful 
birds,  &c.  from  the  tribe  of  Indios  bravos  (or  unci- 
vilized Indians),  called  the  Achaguas,  who  live  in 
the  mountains,  ten  or  twelve  days'  journey  from 
Neyva  to  the  eastward,  and  not  far  from  the  sources 
of  the  river  Meta. 

As  soon  as  Dr.  Borrero  saw  me  on  the  road,  he 
made  mc  promise  to  remain  the  nest  day  at  Neyva, 
as  the  Governor  was  anxious  to  entertaiu  me,  and 
invite  all  the  civil  and  military  authorities  to  meet 
me.  To  this  invitation  neither  Mr.  Cade  nor  myself 
had  any  objection. 

The  next  morning  we  went  early  to  bathe  in  the 
river  Magdalena.  I  made  particular  enquiries  as 
to  the  danger  of  any  disturbance  from  my  old  ac- 
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quaintances,  the  alligators,  and  found  there  were 
none  larger  than  five  or  six  feet  in  length,  and  that 
they  never  made  any  attack.     On  hearing  this  I  de- 
termined to  swim  across  the  Rio  Grande,  and  we 
hired  a  canoe  to  take  us  to  the  left  bank  of  the  river, 
firom  which  I  purposed  swimming  to  the  right,  and 
to  have  my  clothes  brought  across  in  the  canoe  as 
soon  as  Mr.  Cade  had  bathed.     On  commencing  my 
task  I  got  on  very  weU,  until  I  found  myself  about 
half  way  over,  when  the  current  was  so  strong,  that 
it  carried  me  a  great  way  down  the  river,  without 
my  being  able,  with  all  my  exertion,  to  near  the  op- 
posite shore.     I  now  began  (although  too  late)  to 
repent  of  my  undertaking,   and  to  make  matters 
worse,  I  fancied  every  moment  that  an  alligator 
might  by  chance  have  got  up  the  river,  and  would 
attack  me.     So  strongly  was  this  idea  impressed  on 
my  mind,  that  if  I  made  the  least  splashing  with  my 
feet  in  striking  out,  I  looked  back  with  alarm,  ex- 
pecting to  see  the  wide  jaws  of  the  monster  above 
water.  From  the  great  exertions  I  had  made  against 
the  current,  I  began  to  tire,'and  looked  at  the  shore 
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I  vith  a  longing  eye :  luckily  as  I  descended  the  river 

I  I  was  carried  into  a  part  where  the  current  was  less 

I  strong.     Here  I   rested  a  little,  and  got  what  the 

I  boxers  term  second  wind,  and  made  renewed  cxer- 

K  tions  to  reach  the  desired  banks,  which  I  at  last  ac- 

'  complished,  much  tired,  and  not  feeling  the  least 

desire  to  swim  again  across  the  river  Alagdalena, 
which  took  mc  about  half  an  hour.  In  all  probabi- 
lity, I  am  the  first  Englishman  who  ever  awam 
across  this  fine  river.  After  waiting  some  time,  Mr. 
Cade  brouglit  me  my  clothes  in  the  canoe,  and  con- 
gratulated me  on  having  escaped  being  drowued  or 
(devoured  by  alligators,  as  he  had  been  rather  alarmed 
when  he  found  I  was  carried  down  so  far  by  the 
current. 

On  returning  to  our  quarters,  we  found  that 
our  friend  had  provided  an  excellent  breakfast 
for  us,  and  reproved  me  for  having  swum  across 
the  river,  saying  to  himself  with  a  shrug  of  the 
shoulders,  "los  Ingleses  son  gente  muy  extraordi- 
nacioB."  After  breakfast.  I  presented  to  the  doc- 
tor one  of  Faden's  best  maps  of  South  America,  in 
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divisions,  retaining  that  part  which  designated  the 
territory  of  Columbia  till  we  should  again  meet  at 
Bogota,  which  I  afterwards  gave  him  the  February 
following.  He  was  so  delighted  at  this  present, 
thmt  he  flew  to  me  and  gave  me  a  close  embrace, 
then  hurried  oiF  to  show  the  map  to  the  governor 
and  his  other  friends. 

This  morning  news  arrived  at  Neyva  by  express, 
from  Bolivar  in  Peru,  that  in  a  very  sharp  aflfair  of 
cavalry,  the  Columbian  hussars  and  lancers  had 
completely  discomfited  the  Spaniards  under  General 
Canterac.  This  news  so  elated  the  doctor,  that  he 
swore  he  would  get  drunk  that  night,  which  indeed 
he  did  tolerably  oflen,  without  having  any  extraor- 
dinary event  to  serve  as  an  excuse.  The  few  troops 
which  were  in  garrison  here  turned  out  and  fired  a 
*^  feu  de  joie,^  and  in  the  afWnoon  we  had  a  dis- 
play of  fire-works,  of  which  some  of  the  rockets  were 
veiy  good.  At  three  o^clock  we  went  to  dine  with 
the  governor.  Colonel  Banegas.  The  colonel  had 
the  mark  of  a  desperate  sabre-cut  across  the  face, 
which  he  had  received  in  an  engagement,  when  he 
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was  left  on  the  field  of  battle  as  dead.  He 
esteemed  a  very  gallant  ofDcer,  and  was  for  eomi 
time  on  the  personal  staff  of  Bolivar,  in  whick 
situation  he  served  several  campaigns  against  the 
Spaniards.  We  met  ut  the  dinner  the  juez  politico 
(or  chief  judge),  tlie  priest,  the  post-master,  a  black 
colonel  (who  had  come  &om  Bogoti  to  teach  tlW 
people  of  the  province  the  regular  lance  exercise)) 
the  doctor,  and  all  the  great  personages  of  the  ploca 

The  dinner,  as  usual,  was  most  abundant; 
turkey  of  a  prodigious  size  graced  the  table,  and  u 
immense  bottle  of  aquadiente  (or  spirits),  licsides  difi. 
ferent  sorts  of  Spanish  wine.  We  had  a  very  merry 
entertainment,  and  drank  to  the  continued  success 
of  Bolivar's  arms  in  Peru.  I  believe  the  doctor 
fidlilled  his  promise,  as  1  had  great  difficulty  in  get- 
ting him  off  from  La  Neyva  late  the  next  morning. 
I  found  out  afterwards  that  he  had  been  gambling 
the  whole  night  witli  the  governor,  the  priest  of  the 
parish,  and  two  or  three  other  friends.  The  doctoc 
told  me  that  on  an  average  he  smoked  forty  cigani 
day  the  whole  year  through ;  one  third  of  tlic  cigS 
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he  always  threw  away,  as  he  said  it  had  then  lost 
its  flavour ;  and  the  indulgence  of  smoking  to  this 
excess  cost  him  300  dollars  annually,  which  shows 
how  much  tobacco  must  be  consumed  by  the  popu- 
lation of  Columbia,  and  that  the  tobacco  factories 
ought,  if  well  managed,  to  produce  a  large  revenue 
to  the  government. 

In  our  house  in  Neyva  we  were  much  annoyed 
by  scorpions.  We  found  a  large  one  in  the  inside 
of  a  mulcts  saddle,  which  had  nearly  stung  one  of 
our  servants.  The  doctor  brought  me  this  morning 
a  timana  (wooden  bowl),  which  was  particularly 
handsome,  twelve  skins  of  tiger  and  water-cats, 
which  latter  are  nearly  the  size  of  a  rabbit ;  their 
skins  are  beautifully  white,  with  brown  stripes, 
and  as  soft  as  satin.  One  skin  was  that  of  a 
very  large  tiger.  The  wooden  bowls  are  made  at 
the  small  town  of  Timana,  whence  they  take  this 
appellation,  and  are  adorned  in  the  most  taste- 
ful manner  with  flowers  of  very  brilliant  colours ;  a 
high  varnish  is  laid  over  the  whole,  which  the  In- 
dians of  the  province  of  Timana  extract  from  a 
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tree :  the  ground  on  which  tlie  flowers  are  painted  is 
a  deep  red.  The  doctor  had  hta  name  put  rotuid 
the  bowl  in  a  very  ingenious  manner.  These  bowls 
were  the  handsomest  piece  of  workmanship  I  had 
seen  in  Columbia,  and  the  flowers  were  a  close  copy 
ftom  nature.  They  may  be  used  with  hot  water 
without  injury.  EI  Sefior  Doctor  announced  to  me, 
with  a  juyhil  satisfaction,  that  he  was  going  to  take 
unto  himself  a  second  and  a  very  young  wife :  (the 
doctor  was  about  fifty.)  He  requested  me  to  go 
round  by  his  house;  but  as  this  would  have  been 
two  days'  journey  out  of  our  road,  I  declined  the 
invitation,  wishing  to  cross  the  Andes  as  soon  as 
possible. 

The  province  of  Neyva,  to  which  is  added  the 
small  one  of  Timana  to  the  be.,  contains  about 
7O1OOO  inhabitants.  Considerable  quantities  of 
gold-dust  are  procured  in  Timana  by  washing  the 
sands  of  the  small  rivers,  some  of  which  was  brought 
to  me  to  purchase.  Much  excellent  cocoa  is  grown 
in  this  province,  on  the  bank  of  the  river  Magda- 
lena,  and  sent  down  in  balsas  (or  rafls).     The  ap- 
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pearance  of  the  peasantry  throughout  thU  province 
was  very  prepoBsessing,  the  men  being  tall,  well 
made,  and  neat  in  their  dress,  with  noble  and  open 
countenances ;  and  when  armed  with  their  long 
lance,  on  horseback,  they  are  likewise  formidable 
enemies :  they  hold  all  Spaniards  in  abhorrence. 
Here  you  may  buy  a  fat  sheep  for  a  dollar,  a  goat 
for  two  shillings,  and  a  good-sized  kid  for  one. 

The  post  arrived  from  Bogotii  just  before  I  left 
Neyvo.  I  was  sadly  disappointed  at  reccivbig  no 
letters  from  England ;  I  had  not  had  one  of  a  later 
date  than  the  5th  of  May.  I  know  of  no  pleasure 
in  a  foreign  land  equal  to  that  of  hearing  from 
friends  and  relations,  particularly  when  at  so  great 
a  distance  from  them ;  ve  were  now  about  1(!00 
miles  in  the  interior  of  South  America. 

I  positively  refused  the  doctor's  request  of  remain, 
ing  another  day  at  Ncy  va,  and,  after  using  great  exer- 
tions, managed  to  get  him  off  at  ten  o'clock,  mount- 
ed on  his  gray  horse,  with  a  black  servant  on  a 
mule,  carrying  before  him  an  old  French  gun,  load- 
|ftt  the  doctor  might  take  a  shot  if  any  wild 
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turkeys  or  partridges  should  be  near  ihe  road.  We 
had  procured  another  relay  of  mules  at  Nejrva,  mudi 
better  than  those  we  hired  at  La  Purificadon,  and 
the  hoknbre  de  confianza  understood  his  busiiieaB 
well.  It  was  impossible  to  help  smiling  as  we 
looked  at  the  doctor,  who  was  altogether  in  his  tr»- 
velling-dresB  on  horseback  as  comical  a  figure  as 
can  be  imagined.  Fancy  to  yourself  a  man  with 
large  black  prominent  eyes,  blood-shot,  with  rather 
a  wild  expression,  aquiline  nose  of  considerable  di- 
mensions, mouth  not  very  small,  with  a  cigar  con- 
stantly in  it,  large  black  whiskers,  sharp  chin,  a 
long  face,  and  you  have  the  doctor^s  appearance. 
Sitting  up  all  night  drinking  and  gaming  had  not 
improved  his  physiognomy  :  at  this  time  he  might 
have  represented  ^^  el  caballero  de  la  triste  figura.'*' 
He  wore  a  huge  straw-hat,  with  Columbian  cockade, 
short  jacket  of  blue  and  white  striped  cotton,  light 
blue  trowsers,  jack-boots  with  immense  spurs;  a  long 
French  dragoon-sword,  with  brass  basket  hilt,  fast- 
ened to  a  waist-belt,  was  dangling  on  one  side  of 
his  horse,  a  brace  of  horse-pistols  sticking  out  of  his 
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hoiBtetSf  a  powder-horn  slung  over  his  shoulders,  and 
oecaflionally  the  old  French  silver-mounted  gun  car* 
lied  before  him  on  the  pummel  of  the  saddle.  I 
must  not  omit  amongst  the  doctor^s  accoutrements  a 
third  pocket-pistol,  the  muzzle  of  which  was  fre- 
quently applied  to  his  mouth.  The  gray  horse  was 
certainly  a  good  animal,  but  as  thin  as  Rosinante. 
The  doctor^s  black  servant,  Candela,  was  nearly  as 
droll  a  figure  as  his  master,  and  was  always  at  his 
heels,  either  with  a  light  for  his  cigar,  or  to  hand 
him  the  gun. 

AlthoT^h  I  was  far  from  well,  we  jogged  on  mer- 
rily, chatting  with  El  Seiior  Doctor,  who  was  al- 
ways lively,  and  anxious  to  ^ve  every  information 
respecting  this  part  of  Columbia,  until  we  arrived 
at  a  solitary  cottage  three  leagues  from  Ney  va,  on 
the  banks  of  £1  Rio  Frio  (the  cold  river).  Our  friend 
proposed  that  we  should  take  our  breakfast  here, 
and  enjoy  a  siesta  afterwards,  which  he  was  anxious 
to  do,  from  having  passed  all  the  preceding  night  in 
gambling ;  and  I  suspect  had  been  successful,  as  I 
observed  his  waistcoat  and  trowsers  pockets  were 


314  TRAVELS   IK   THE 

well  lined  with  doubloons  and  dollars,  which  he  tocA 
great  pleasure  in  chinking,  and  list^iing  to  their  mu- 
sical sounds.  At  this  house  we  met  the  priest  of 
a  village  called  Campo  Al^;re,  who  was  going  to 
Ney  va  to  write  his  letters,  which  would  leave  that 
place  in  the  night  on  their  way  to  Bogota.  I  found 
the  cure,  who  was  a  man  about  thirty,  very  intelli- 
gent and  communicative.  He  informed  me  that  the 
source  of  the  Magdalena  was  in  the  Paramo  of  Las 
Papas,  eight  days^  journey  from  the  small  town  of 
Timana.  He  asked  me  whether  in  passing  through 
lia  Purificacion  I  had  tasted  a  small  delicious  fish 
called  ringa,  which  is  caught  in  the  river  Chicki, 
near  that  town,  and  is  not  found  in  any  other  stream 
of  Columbia.  He  told  me  that  small  pearls,  not 
of  a  good  colour,  were  found  in  the  shell  of  a  small 
tortoise  in  the  same  river. 

At  this  place  we  had  a  fine  view  of  the  Guila 
Mountains,  whose  summits  are  at  all  seasons  covered 
with  snow :  these  moimtains  are  six  days^  journey, 
not  far  from  the  valley  of  Cauca,  to  the  westward. 
The  priest  said  the  situation  of  his  village  was  quite 


PROVINCES    OF   COLUMBIA.  815 

charming,  on  account  of  which  it  derived  its  name 
of  Campo  Alegre ;  there  was  a  fine  clear  stream 
winding  round  it,  well  stocked  with  fish,  but  he 
complained  much  of  the  idleness  of  his  parishion- 

« 

ers,  who,  when  successful  in  fishing,  would  remain 
for  two  or  three  days  together  lounging  in  their  ha- 
macas,  swinging  from  one  side  of  the  room  to  the 
other,  and  that  nothing  but  hunger  could  rouse 
them  from  this  apathy  and  inactivity.  The  jaquars 
(or  tigers)  he  said  were  very  destructive  among  the 
eattle  in  the  part  of  the  country  where  he  lived, 
frequently  coming  down  in  the  night,  and  carrying 
off  the  mules  and  homed  cattle.  A  male  and  fe- 
male tiger,  the  former  very  large,  had  been  taken  in 
his  parish,  in  a  sort  of  trap,  about  three  weeks  be- 
fore, after  having  done  great  mischief  The  trap 
finr  the  jaquars  is  made  as  follows :  a  small  plot  of 
ground,  in  a  retired  situation,  is  enclosed  in  a  circu- 
lar form  with  strong  stakes,  sometimes  three  deep, 
and  of  considerable  height,  to  prevent  the  tigers 
breaking  through,  leaving  a  door-way  for  the  tiger 
to  enter ;  above  this  aperture  is  suspended  a  large 


BaTiken 


L  17^:  t:  z^^Ji:  zios  at  sfW.  <rha  gnr  iW  ■!»■ 
"•  -  T-.-.l  -Tt-iTTKi  asd  ham.     A  tnp  vas  u  tint 

r.::--'  'r.i^  'i-2^  6fkj  had  of  csitle;  but  the 
':>r-i.-^  vj.-  r^:urubty  vur.  and  liad  svoided  ibe 
-i^jt;  j:i  :;r  hi*  desooctioiL 

>•  :..t::.~e-  :be  fumen  and  peasant!,  armed  with 


PBOYINCES    OF   COLUMBIA.  317 

perceive  he  is  much  exhausted  from  fighting  with 
the  dogs,  they  irritate  him,  in  order  to  induce  him 
to  spring  on  them,  which  he  does  in  a  semicircuhir 
line,  like  a  cat,  roaring  tremendously  at  the  same 
time :  the  lancer  keeps  his  body  bent,  and  grasping  his 
lance  with  both  hands,  one  end  rested  on  the  ground, 
by  his  dexterity  and  quickness  generally  contrives 
to  receive  the  tiger  on  the  point  of  his  lance; 
then  the  other  hunters  rush  in,  and  soon  dispatch 
him  with  their  lances.  Should  the  hunter  unfortu- 
nately fail  in  receiving  the  tiger  on  his  lance,  his 
ntuation  is  desperate,  and  in  all  probability  he  falls 
a  victim  to  the  enraged  beast  before  he  can  be  as- 
sisted* This  rarely  occurs,  but  in  such  a  case  his 
only  resource  is  in  his  manchette  (or  long  knife), 
with  which  he  endeavours  to  stab  the  tiger  in  the 
belly. 

Colonel  Bario  Nuevo  of  the  Artillery  related 
to  me  an  anecdote  of  a  tiger-hunter,  who  lives  on 
his  estate  on  the  banks  of  the  Magdalena,  not  far 
firom  Mariquita,  who,  when  the  tiger  made  the 
spring,  only  wounded  him  slightly  with  the  lance. 
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and  the  animal  closed  on  him,  having  knocked  him 
down  with  his  paw :  the  man  then  drew  his  long 
knife,  and  a  desperate  struggle  took  place  between 
them,  during  which  the  hunter  gave  him  so  manj 
stabs  in  the  belly,  that  he  at  last  fell  down  dead  by 
his  side.  The  man  had  received  several  bad  wounds 
from  the  teeth  and  claws  of  the  tiger,  but  had  re- 
covered, and  was  still  fond  of  tiger-hunting. 

A  medical  gentleman  at  Popayan  told  me  he  had 
been  sent  for  to  examine  a  severe  wound  on  the  side 
of  the  head  of  a  man,  occasioned  by  a  tiger  giving 
him  a  box  on  the  ear  with  his  paw,  while  lying  on 
the  ground  asleep.  Half  the  left  ear  had  been  car- 
ried away.  The  muleteer  to  whom  this  occurred, 
finding  himself  thus  attacked,  jumped  up,  and 
roared  lustily  to  his  comrades  for  assistance,  when 
the  tiger,  alarmed,  made  his  escape  into  the  bushes. 
This  proves  that  the  spotted  American  tiger  will 
attack  persons  unprovoked,  although  they  are  not 
so  bold  or  ferocious  as  the  Bengal  striped  tiger. 

The  priest  complained  of  the  present  government, 
and  observed  that  he  had  foimd,  as  regarded  himself. 
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the  Italian  adage  verifiecl, — *^  Chi  serve  il  comune, 
serve  nessuno^.  I  had  a  short  theological  argu- 
ment with  the  cur^,  who  was  very  severe  in  his  in- 
vectives against  Henry  the  Eighth,  who,  he  said, 
was  a  libidinous,  dogmatical,  and  despotic  sovereign, 
without  religion,  and  equally  as  cruel  in  his  disposi- 
tion as  Philip  the  Second,  of  Spain.  Our  friend  the 
doctor  laughed  at  our  conversation,  and  reminded 
me  that  we  must  mount  our  mules,  as  we  had  some 
distance  to  travel  before  dark.  We  took  leave  of 
the  priest :  he  appeared  pleased  when  I  told  him  I 
hoped  to  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  him  at  my 
table  at  Bogotd. 

At  seven  in  the  evening  we  arrived  at  a  small 
lonely  cottage  in  the  parish  of  Elhobo.  For  the 
last  sixteen  miles  we  rode  over  an  immense  plain, 
without  seeing  a  drop  of  water.  We  did  not  pass 
a  very  agreeable  night  here,  our  three  cots  fill- 
ing  a  small  hole  of  a  room,  which  we  found  ex- 
ceedingly hot,  and,  by  way  of  music,  the  doctor 
giving  us  a  steady  loud  snore  all  night,  which  pre- 
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vented  Mr.  Cade  and  myself  from  clodng  our  eyes 
during  the  whole  of  it. 

We  left  Elhobo  on  Wednesday,  at  half  past  six, 
A.M.  and  reached  £1  Aneon  at  eleven,  a  country- 
house  belonging  to  Sefior  Fernandez  Mendei,  a  re- 
lation of  Dr.  Borrero.  El  Aneon  was  charmingly 
situated  on  a  gentle  eminence,  about  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  from  the  river  Magdalena,  in  the  midst  of  some 
large  grass  grounds,  ornamented  with  fine  old  trees. 
The  proprietor  of  this  estate  was  eighty  years  of 
age,  but  a  remarkably  fine  old  man.  He  had  by  his 
second  wife,  a  handsome  woman  of  thirty -six,  five 
yoimg  children,  the  youngest  fourteen  months  old. 
Here  we  found,  owing  to  the  good  offices  of  our 
firiend  the  doctor,  that  the  fatted  calf  had  been  killed 
for  us,  and  the  host  and  hostess  welcomed  us  in  a 
friendly  manner,  and  begged  that  we  would  remain  at 
£1  Aneon  two  or  three  days  to  rest  ourselves,  before 
we  undertook  our  journey  over  the  Andes.  This  coun- 
try-house was  the  largest,  and  by  far  the  best  we  had 
been  in  since  our  departure  from  Bogota.     After 
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dinner,  the  doctor  proposed  our  going  out  to  shoot, 
as  the  woods  on  the  estate  were  well  stocked  with 
wild  boars  and  deer.  The  doctor  and  myself  took 
our  guns,  while  Mr.  Cade,  a  brother  of  our  hostess, 
and  a  negro  slave,  accompanied  us  to  beat  for  game. 
We  walked  gently  down  to  the  river,  as  the  lady's 
brother  thought  it  probable  we  should  find  some 
wild  boars  wallowing  in  the  mud  on  the  banks  of 
it.  This  proved  to  be  the  case,  but  they  winded 
us  before  we  discovered  them,  and  took  to  the  river 
to  swim  across :  we  immediately  ran  to  the  banks, 
and  gave  them  a  volley  of  three  barrels,  loaded  with 
slugs  and  swan-shot,  firing  at  their  heads ;  one  was 
wounded,  but  he  contrived  to  get  across,  although 
not  so  fast  as  his  companions,  and  we  saw  them  all 
scramble  up  a  very  steep  bank,  and  enter  the  thicket. 
These  wild  boars  are  esteemed  very  dehcate  food 
fur  the  table,  and  arc  not  so  large  or  dark-coloured 
as  those  in  Germany.  We  found  the  fresh  tracks 
of  several  deer,  but  did  not  see  them. 

On  returning  home,  through  a  large  chocolate 
plantation,  the  slave  pointed  out  to  us  a  snake  coiled 
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six  feet  and  ahalf  in  length,  and  was  as  thick  as  my 
wrist.  Had  I  been  aware  that  this  had  been  so  bold 
and  venomous  a  snake,  I  ceruunly  should  not  have 
disturbed  his  siesta.  The  doctor  stated  that  seve- 
ral persons  in  the  jnrovince  had  lost  their  lives  from 
the  bite  of  the  aques ;  and  that  he  had  seen  them 
considerably  larger.  We  saw  some  wild  turkeys, 
but  found  them  shy.  The  grounds  where  the  cho- 
colate-trees grew  were  nicely  irrigated,  and  they 
had  a  quantity  of  cocoa-nuts  on  them.  The  cocoa 
grown  on  this  estate  is  reported  to  have  a  fine  fla- 
vour, and  fetches  a  high  price  in  the  market.  The 
trees  were  planted  in  triangles,  and  at  a  considerable 
from  each  other.  Shade  is  absolutely  ne- 
fbr  the  thriving  of  the  cocoa-tree;  it  is 
therefore  always  planted  with  other  trees,  usually 
the  banana.  The  cocoa-tree  has  many  enemies  in 
wcnrns,  insects,  deer,  monkejrs,  parrots,  the  great 
iia  (or  macaw),  &c.  Gold-dust  is  found  here,  and 
we  observed  several  places  where  the  slaves  had 
been  washing  for  it. 
Sefior  F.  Mendes  shewed  me  the  skin  of  a  large 
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red  leopard,  which  they  had  killed  the  week  before: 
their  dogs  drove  it  up  into  a  tree,  where  they  con- 
trived to  laso  him,  and  then  despatched  him  with 
t)ieir  lances.  This  leopard  devoured  from  thirtj-  to 
forty  sheep  in  a  few  weeks.  Just  as  I  was  jumping 
into  btid,  I  saw  a  lai^e  scorpion  coiled  up  asleep  be- 
tween the  Rheets.  I  immediately  ran  to  Sefior  F. 
Mendez,  to  consult  him  on  the  best  mode  of  catch- 
ing it.  He  seized  it  with  the  tongs,  but  the 
scorpion  CEcapcd  from  him,  and  to  our  great  dis- 
appointment contrived  to  get  into  a  hole.  I 
could  scarcely  sleep  the  whole  night,  fancying  that 
another  of  these  reptiles  might  pay  me  a  visit.  La 
Dona  de  la  Casa  (hostess)  had  been  stung  by  a 
scorpion  about  three  weeks  before  :  she  told  me  that 
she  almost  fainted  away  after  being  stung,  and 
that  for  four-and-twenty  hours  afterwards  she  had  a 
severe  head-ache,  and  loss  of  appetite.  The  part 
stung  should  frequently  be  bathed  with  salt  and 
water,  and  cooling  medicine  given  to  the  patient. 

With  great  difficulty  we  got  away  early  the  next 
morning ;  our  worthy  and  venerable  host  making  us 
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)  return  to  Bogota  this  way,  and  wiehed 
to  persuade  us  not  to  go  over  the  Qiiindio  moun- 
tains, where,  he  said,  I  Bliould  be  obliged  to  undergo 
great  hardship  and  fatigue  in  travelling.  We  onee 
more  crossed  the  Magdalena  at  the  foot  of  Domingo 
Aries,  two  leagues  and  a  half  from  El  Aneon.  A 
short  distance  below  this  the  river  Pais  enters  the 
Magdalena,  and  is  nearly  as  large  as  the  river  that 
deprives  it  of  its  name.  We  breakfasted  at  a  house 
called  El  Rcmolino,  close  to  the  river  Pais,  whose 
water  was  very  cool  and  clear. 

We  now  found  that  we  were  ascending  considera- 
bly, and  that  the  climate  was  cooler  by  three  or  four 
degrees.  The  features  of  the  country  were  beginning 
to  wear  a  different  appearance,  being  more  mountain- 
oils,  well  covered  with  wood,  rendering  the  scenery  ro- 
mantic. We  observed  several  pyramids  of  earth  six 
or  seven  feet  in  height,  which  had  been  thrown  up  by 
the  large  black  ant ;  they  api»eared  as  if  the  earth  had 
been  baked.  At  the  ford  were  the  ruins  of  a  small 
chapel,  dedicated  to  La  Sefiora  delAmparo;  but 
this  saiot  had  been  since  removed  to  the  parish  of 
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s  the  priest  uf  that  pizicc  soon  fuiind  that  a 


Epital,  a 

considerable  revenue  might  be  derived  from  having 
in  hia  jxissession  this  holy  personage.  This  vit^n 
was  found  by  a  man  in  the  woods ;  and  they  attribute 
to  her  all  sorts  of  miracles.  The  river  Pais  is  very 
rapid,  and  has  its  source  in  the  Paramo  of  Sierra 
Dienda,  which  mountains  are  inhabited  by  an  In- 
dian nation  called  Los  Paites ;  they  speak  very 
little  Spanish. 

This  day  the  doctor,  who  was  our  goide,  took  ns 
over  some  tremendous  precipices,  where,  if  our  mules 
had  missed  their  footing,  we  must  inevitably  have 
been  dashed  to  pieces.  In  some  places  I  shut  my 
eyes,  for  it  made  me  quite  giddy  to  look  to  the  right 
and  Icfl;  the  doctor  calling  this  road  jocosely  *'EI 
Coinino  Real  tie  los  Godus"  (the  Royal  Road  of  the 
Goths).  To  make  us  some  amends  for  losing  his 
way,  the  doctor  shot  for  us  a  large  fat  wild  turkey. 
It  was  a  capitHi  scene  to  sec  the  doctor  creeping 
among  the  bushes  to  get  a  shot  at  the  turkey,  and 
notwithstanding  that  his  old  French  gun  missed  fire 
about  ten  times,  the  bird  remained  ({uictly  j>crched 
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in  the  tree.  Ketwecn  five  and  six  in  the  afteraoon 
we  reached  a  farm-house  called  Monteleone,  ple». 
Eanlly  situated  on  a  tongue  of  land,  with  a  fine  view 
down  a  large  valley.  The  owner,  a  respectable  man, 
toM  me  that  he  had  only  returned  to  this  estate  a 
few  months,  having  been  absent  eight  years,  to  avoid 
the  Spaaiards,  who  had  nearly  robbed  and  plundered 
him  of  every  thing,  tmd  even  carried  away  the  doors 
and  windows  of  his  house.  His  wife  seemed  a  no- 
table woman,  and  Ms  two  daughters,  under  twenty, 
were  pretty  girls.  We  found  that  the  wild  turkey, 
stewed  down  with  rice,  and  some  good  strong  punch, 
put  the  doctor  in  excellent  spirits.  Each  morning 
at  starting,  I  directed  the  cook  to  give  the  doctor 
a  bumper  of  old  Jamaica  rum,  to  keep  the  cold  out 
of  his  stomach. 

This  day  we  heard  the  micos  (or  little  monkeys) 
wliistling  in  the  woods  for  the  first  time,  but  the 
foliage  was  so  thick  that  I  could  not  see  one.  They 
are  very  sagacious  and  cunning,  particularly  when 
engaged  in  plundering  the  plantations  of  cocoa, 
plantain,  rice,  and  fruit,  S(c.      Oa  these  o 


TEAVELg    IN    THE 


they  have  their  scouts  or  videttes  in  trees,  ready 
to  give  the  alarm  if  an  enemy  ehould  approach ; 
and  the  doctor  said  that  they  have  been  seen  to 
chastise  these  sentries  for  neghgence  on  their 
posts.  Our  hindlord  told  us  that  a  party  of  these 
micoB  had  come  down  to  a  field  of  maize,  where 
some  men  were  at  work,  and  had  stolen  all  their 
provisions,  which  they  had  concealed  under  some 
bushes  for  their  dinner.  We  observed  that  the 
cattle  in  these  mountains  were  larger  and  finer  than 
those  bred  in  the  plains,  which  may  be  accounted  for 
by  the  former  being  less  tormented  by  flies  and 
other  insects,  and  their  grazing  and  feeding  comfort- 
ably continuing  undisturbed.  Very  large  asses  arc 
kept  in  this  country  for  the  breed  of  mules ;  they 
are  well  fed  with  maize  when  young,  to  make 
them  grow  lai^e  and  strong.  We  observed  a  cu- 
rious contrivance :  large  inland  shells  made  into 
a  sort  of  necklace,  and  put  round  the  necks  of 
the  calves  and  sheep,  the  noise  of  which  prevents 
the  condours  and  vultures  from  iittacking  them. 
The   farmers   destroy    these    birds    by    poisoning 
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tbe  carcase  of  a  sheep  with  the  cucans  poison. 
Wc  slept  in  the  cotridoT  outside.  The  house  bad 
been  used  as  a  bairsck  for  troops  passing  to  the 
south,  during  the  absence  of  the  owner,  and  was  still 
tenanted  by  bugs  and  tlcas.  We  found  sand-flies  in 
this  place  which  were  rather  tToublesome.  An  officer 
and  a  party  of  recruits  from  Popayan  on  their  way 
to  Neyva,  arrived  in  the  evening  with  the  usual  es- 
cort ;  they  cooked  and  slept  for  the  night  under  a 
Urge  tree  near  the  house  :  I  invited  the  officer  to 
sup  with  me,  which  he  declined.  Notwithstanding 
that  sentries  were  placed  round  the  tree,  one  Indian 
recruit  contrived  to  escape  in  the  night. 

We  left  this  place  betimes  in  the  morning.  I 
rode  the  doctor's  gray  horse,  the  backs  of  both  my 
mules  being  sore,  owing  to  our  riding  with  English 
saddles  instead  of  those  of  the  country  :  the  Enghsh 
saddle  is  too  wide  in  the  tree  for  the  back  of  a  mule, 
and  from  its  motion  galls  it.  The  muleteers  washed 
the  sore  backs  with  soft  soap  and  aquadiente,  well 
mixed  together.  We  breakfasted  at  the  small  In- 
dian village  of  Pyrcole,  four  leagues  from  Menti-, 
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leone.  It  certainly  deserved  its  name  of  miserable, 
for  all  the  influence  and  activity  of  our  friend  the 
doctor  could  not  procure  for  us  a  fowl  or  an  e^. 
In  approaeliing  we  ascended  a  very  steep  mountain, 
and  on  arriving  at  a  small  plain  on  its  summit,  ire 
Lad  a  noble  view  of  a  fine  fertile  valley,  through 
which  tlic  river  Pais  was  winding  witli  a  hasty  and 
precipitous  course,  and  on  the  right  was  seen  in  the 
distance  the  Indian  village  of  Cameceria  (or  the 
slaughter-house),  so  named  by  the  Spaniards  in  con- 
sequence of  a  great  many  having  been  taken  pri- 
soners at  that  place  and  killed,  about  a  centiuy  be- 
fore, by  the  Ardequais  Indians.  The  Spaniards  had 
been  taken  prisoners  in  a  Euccessful  attack  which  the 
Indians  made  on  the  small  town  of  La  Plata,  which 
they  took  and  burnt  to  the  ground.  From  Pyrcole 
to  La  Plata  is  four  Spanish  leagues  and  a  half.  We 
passed  through  fine  Alpine  scenery,  and  the  valley 
of  La  Plata  is  quite  a  little  Paradise,  the  cli- 
mate excellent,  and  the  thermometer  on  an  average 
throughout  the  year  not  being  more  than  70".  The 
small  river  La  Plata  winding  its  course  through  the 
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Valley  had  exactly  the  appearance  of  a  fine  trout 
stream  in  South  Wales. 

In  our  road  from  Pjrrcole  to  La  Plata  we  passed 
through  the  hacienda  (or  estate)  of  the  brother  of 
Dr.  Borrero,  well  stocked  with  cattle.  He  was  gone 
to  Neyya ;  he  held  the  situation  of  postmaster  at 
La  Plata.  In  the  woods  of  these  mountains  milk- 
white  deer  are  sometimes  killed;  two  tame  ones 
had  been  sent  as  a  present  to  the  Governor  at  Popa- 
yan  a  few  months  before.  Just  opposite  the  town 
of  La  Plata  we  crossed  on  foot  a  curious  bamboo 
bridge  of  one  arch  thrown  over  the  river  La  Plata, 
whose  waters  dash  and  foam  under  it  amongst  huge 
rocks  and  stones.  The  sides  of  the  bridge  are  so 
steep  as  to  form  rather  an  acute  angle  with  each 
other,  and  the  ascent  and  descent  are  so  great  that 
small  pieces  of  bamboo  are  placed  across  at  short 
intervals  to  fix  the  feet  in.  I  was  told  that  Colonel 
Mackintosh  rode  over  this  bridge  at  fiill  speed  when 
he  made  an  attack  on  the  Spaniards  posted  in  La 
Plata,  a  thing  scarcely  credible,  when  you  look  at 
it      The  doctor  and  several  of  the  inhabitants 
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assured  me  that  this  had  been  the  esse.  I  had 
miith  difficulty  in  even  walking  over ;  and  had  the 
bridge  given  way,  Colonel  Mackintosh  must  have 
been  dashed  to  pieces.  Our  mules  swam  over  the 
river  a  short  disuncc  below  the  town. 
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Doctor  Bobrero  now  congratulated  us  on  our 
safe  aniTal  at  his  native  place.  His  father,  who, 
MB  I  before  stated,  was  a  Spaniard,  had  settled 
with  his  fiunily  in  La  Plata,  after  serving  for  some 
yean  as  an  officer  in  the  Spanish  army.  Here 
he  accumulated  a  large  fortune;  leaving  at  his 
death  80,000  dollars  to  be  divided  amongst  his 
children,  besides  considerable  landed  property. 
The  Doctor,  who  was  truly  generous,  had  con- 
trived to  get  through  a  great  deal  of  his  share,  but 
he  still  possessed  large  estates.     Our  quarters  in 
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La  Plata  were  very  Gnug,  and  wc  were  quite 
charmed  with  the  beauty  and  variety  of  the  flowers 
which  vferc  cuhivatcd  ui  the  gardens ;  orangc-trecs 
were  in  great  abundance,  sumc  in  flower  and  others 
bearing  fruit;  the  former  txtrenicly  fragrant. 

Wc  rose  early  on  Saturday  moniing,  the  3rd  of 
October,  and  bathed  in  the  river  of  La  Plata,  which 
we  found  aimost  too  cold,  hut  exceedingly  refreshing. 
This  was  a  chang;e,  after  having  been  baked  for  near- 
ly a  moDtli  in  the  plains  and  villages  on  the  banks 
of  the  river  IVIagdalcna.  At  La  Plata  they  cultivate 
rice,  maise,  cocoa  not  of  the  best  description,  phin- 
tain,  ke. ;  and  in  the  adjacent  mountains,  wheat, 
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attention  to  our  comfort  was  unceasing,  and  I  felt 
uncomfortable  at  his  refusal  to  let  me  pay  for  those 
things ;  the  only  return  I  could  make  him,  was  a 
present  of  a  dozen  of  old  Jamaica  rum  before  we 
left  La  Plata,  which  rivetted  our  friendship  for 
ever.     The  provisions  were  most  acceptable  to  us, 
particularly  the  poultry,  as  after  leaving  La  Plata, 
we  had  to  travel  for  five  days,  crossing  the  Andes, 
on  which  road  scarcely  any  thing  could  be  pur- 
chased.    Our  friend  the  Doctor  appeared  quite  a 
little  king  in  La  Plata,  and  it  was  pleasing  to  see 
with  what  good  will  the  lower  classes  endeavoured 
to  meet  his  wishes.     This  day  we  fiired  sumptuous- 
ly, and  drank,  in  a  bumper  of  punch,  *^  success  to 
La  Plata  and  the  fiimily  of  the  Borreros^,  which 
made  the  Doctor,  in  the  warmth  of  his  heart,  em- 
brace Mr.  Cade  and  myself.     The  priest  of  the 
parish  called  on  us  this  morning.     We  found  hun 
a  jdeasant  man,  and  very  neat  in  his  person,  and 
what  surprised  us,  he  never  smoked.     Mr.  Cade 
and  myself  would  willingly  have  remained  a  week 
longer  in  La  Pbta,  had  the  rainy  season  not  been 
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near  at  hand.  The  fruits  called  guamahana,  gra< 
nadinos,  chirimoyas,  graced  our  table  after  dinner ; 
there  was  also  another  species  about  the  aise  of  a 
lemon,  soft  and  acid. 

In  this  country  there  are  vast  tracts  of  excellent 
laud,  uncultivated  from  want  of  hands.  This  is 
the  climate  for  emigrants,  who  would  enjoy  good 
health,  and  soon  become  independent,  by  culti- 
vating estates  in  this  part  of  the  province  of 
Neyva,  not  very  distant  from  the  Magdalena, 
which  would  convey  all  their  produce  to  the  coast. 
The  Doctor  has  a  considerable  tract  of  country, 
which  he  is  anxious  to  sell  to  emigrants  from 
England  or  Scotland,  and  a  few  thousand  dollars 
would  purchase  a  princely  domain  in  these  parts. 

Our  German  servant,  who  was  in  the  action 
fought  here  between  the  Albions,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Colonel  Mackintosh,  and  the  Spaniards, 
gave  me  an  account  of  it.  The  Albions  marched 
all  night  over  the  mountains,  in  the  hope  of  sur- 
prising the  Spaniards  in  La  Plata  at  day-light. 
When  tliey  arrived  near  tlic  bridge,  a   Spanish 
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sentry,  who  was  placed  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
river  firom  the  town,  challenged  ^^  quien  vive^,  when 
a  seijeant  answered  ^^  les  Ingleses^  the  sentry  imme- 
diately discharged  his  mtlsket  at  him,  and  endea- 
voured to  escape  across  the  bridge  into  the  town, 
but  he  was  overtaken  and  bayonetted.  A  strong 
Spanish  guard,  on  hearing  the  sentry  fire,  turned 
out  at  the  foot  of  the  bridge  in  the  town,  and  open- 
ed their  fire  on  the  Albions  as  they  rushed  across 
the  bridge;  here  three  were  killed,  and  some 
wounded,  but  they  soon  carried  the  place  by  storm, 
killing  and  wounding  a  great  number  of  the  Spa- 
niards, who  fied  in  all  directions  towards  the  moun- 
tains. The  field-ofiicer  who  commanded  the  Spa- 
niards, was  wounded  in  the  groin,  but  in  this  state 
he  likewise  escaped  to  the  mountains,  and  died  in 
the  cottage  of  an  Indian.  That  night  he  had 
given  a  gay  ball  in  the  house  in  which  we  now  re- 
sided, and  in  the  largest  room  the  table  was  found 
covered  with  wines,  dulces,  &c.,  the  fragments  of 
the  ball  supper,  which  the  Albions  soon  finished, 
having  marched  all  night.     The  Spaniards  were 


6  TRAVELS  IK   THE 

about  three  hundred  strong.  The  inhifaitants  of 
La  Plata  told  me  they  never  saw  such  lions  as  the 
British  soldiers  in  action,  but  very  humane  when 
the  fighting  was  over.  Such  accounts  were  highly 
gratifying  to  a  countryman  to  hear,  and  they  were 
properly  appreciated  by  the  natives  of  these  re- 
mote provinces  of  the  New  World. 

I  went  out  with  a  friend  of  the  Doctor^s,  and 
Mr.  Cade^  on  horseback,  to  hunt  deer,  with  ux 
couples  of  large  rough  grayhounds.  We  found 
one,  and  had  a  good  chase,  but  the  deer  beat  the 
grayhounds.  We  had  our  guns  with  us,  but  could 
not  get  a  shot.  We  saw  two  or  three  small  huts 
in  a  cocoa  plantation,  in  which  the  owner  used  to 
conceal  himself  in  the  evening,  and  at  day-light  to 
shoot  the  deer  that  came  to  feed  on  the  cocoa  fruit. 
He  said  he  had  killed  twelve  in  the  last  month. 

Early  on  Sunday  morning,  we  took  our  de^ 
parture  from  the  pretty  little  town  of  La  Plata, 
accompanied  by  our  excellent  friend  the  Doctor, 
the  priest  of  the  parish,  and  a  few  other  friends. 
They  accompanied  us  a  couple  of  leagues  on  the 
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road,  when  we  demounted,  embraced,  aiid  took 
leave,  promising  the  Doctor  a  faithful  account  of 
our  travels  when  we  should  meet  at  Bogota,  in 
February,  as  his  duty  as  member  of  Congress 
would  oblige  him  to  be  thei^e  at  that  time.  Our 
guide  was  a  fine  old  man,  who  had  firequently 
crossed  the  Andes,  and  the  muleteers  and  mules, 
firom  La  Plata,  were  equally  excellent  for  the  per* 
fixrmance  of  their  respective  duties,  all  owing  to 
the  good  offices  of  the  Doctor. 

The  site  of  the  old  town  of  La  Phita,  built  by  the 
Spaniards  when  they  first  conquered  the  coun^^ 
and  afterwards  destroyed  by  the  Indians,  was  six 
lei^es  higher  up  the  liver  La  Plata.  We  travelled 
the  whole  day  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Pais,  Which 
dashes  through  its  rocky  bed  with  great  rapidity, 
and  the  noise  of  the  current  is  heard  dt  a  con* 
rideraUe  distance.  Many  of  its  waterfalls  are  very 
fine,  bold,  and  picturesque ;  we  did  not  see  a  cot- 
tage or  human  being  the  whole  day.  Our  ascent 
was  now  considerable,  we  were  among  the  lower 
"Mfmitain'T  of  that  branch  of  the  Andes  which  sepa- 


rates  La  Plata  from  I'opayan ;  the  small  mule  tract 
wound  round  immense  mountains,  with  the  river 
Pais  some  hundreds  of  feel  below  us.  We  got  to  a 
miserable  Indian  hut,  at  five  in  the  evoiing,  which 
had  been  deserted  for  some  time  by  its  copper-co- 
loured owner.  We  were  obliged  to  put  up  our 
mosquito  nets,  as  we  found  a  great  many  of  our 
old  enemies  and  sand-flies  buzzing  about  us.  At 
this  place  wc  saw,  for  the  first  time,  black  parrots, 
with  yellow  bills.  I  afterwards  procured  two  live 
ones  to  bring  home,  one  of  which  fell  overboard  in 
the  passage  to  England,  and  the  other  arrived 
safely  in  London,  but  was  killed  by  two  large  ma- 
caws, a  few  days  afler  having  finished  his  long 
journey.  It  is  sow  in  the  possession  of  &  friend 
of  mine,  who  has  a  large  collection  of  stuffed  birds. 
The  man  who  stuffed  this  parrot,  told  me  he  had 
only  seen  one  black  parrot  before,  in  England, 
which  he  had  sold  for  iifty  guineas,  and  had  mine 
been  living  he  would  have  given  me  forty  for  it. 
Wc  found  the  weather  so  cool  at  this  place,  that  a 
blanket  was  no  uncomfortable  addition  at  night. 
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We  wuted  gome  time  in  the  morning  before  all 
the  mules  were  collected,  and  I  was  Burprised  to 
see  their  necks  and  backs  bloody,  which,  the  mule- 
teers told  me,  was  caused  by  the  large  South  Ame. 
rican  bat,  or  vampire,  perforating  their  skin  to 
suck  the  blood.  In  walking  into  a  small  valley, 
whilst  the  men  were  in  search  of  the  mules,  I  dift^ 
covered  a  sugar-press,  very  ingeniously  made  by  the 
Indians,  in  a  small  shed,  and  some  large  carthem 
pans  to  boil  the  sugar  in.  We  could  see  no  sugar 
plantations  in  the  mountains,  and  I  should  have 
supposed  the  climate  too  cold  for  the  cultivation  of 
the  Bugar-canc. 

We  left  this  dreary  spot  rather  late  in  the  morn- 
ing ;  and  saw  a  vast  number  of  beautiful  butter- 
flies :  some  of  them  as  large  as  the  palm  of  my 
hand ; — one  species  had  purple  wings,  with  bright 
scarlet  spots  on  them  ; — they  were  quite  dazzling 
to  the  eye,  when  the  sun  shone  on  them.  We 
stopped  to  breakfast  at  the  small  Indian  village  of 
Padrigal,  and  found  the  Indians  very  kind  in  offer' 
ing  us  some  eggs  for  sale.     Here  the  Indians  had  a 
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fine  bold  demeanour,  and  none  of  ihat  cringii^ 
finming  manner,  which  those  of  the  plain  of  Bo- 
gota assume  when  they  meet  an  European  or  a 
Creole*  This  day  we  crossed  over  the  Rio  Nq^ro, 
or  Black  River,  so  called  firom  the  colour  of  its 
water,  by  a  small  cane  bridge,  which  shook  in  our 
passage,  but  our  old  guide  assured  us  these  was  no 
danger* 

At  six  p.|c.,  we  brought  up  for  the  night,  at  rather 
a  pretty  Indian  village  called  Insas,  with  a  neat 
small  chapeU  situated  on  the  summit  of  a  moun- 
tain. The  place  was  deserted  by  all  its  inhabitants, 
excepting  those  of  two  cottages,  in  consequence  of 
their  having  been  so  frequently  plundered  by  the 
Spanish  troops.  Here  my  travelling  companion, 
Mr.  Cade,  was  much  alarmed  by  a  tiger-cat  jump- 
ing out  of  an  orange  tree,  firom  which  he  was  en- 
deavouring to  gather  some  firuit ;  and  to  mend  the 
matter,  a  covey  of  partridges  suddenly  got  up  near 
the  tree,  which  the  tiger-cat  was  probably  watching. 
The  sides  of  this  mountain  were  very  steep,  and 
covered  in  aU  parts  with  fine  trees  and  shrubs,  and 
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at  the  bottom  ran  the  small  river  Yuncal.  The 
cold  always  increased  at  night,  as  we  approached 
the  summit  of  the  Andes.  Here  we  found  an  un- 
.der  alcalde,  who  had  been  sent  by  the  Governor  of 
Popayan  to  meet  us,  at  least  so  he  said,  but  I  sus- 
pect the  chief  object  of  his  visit  was,  to  endeavour 
to  persuade  the  inhabitants  to  return  to  their  vil- 
lage.  At  all  events  he  was  of  no  use  to  us ;  al- 
though  he  professed  to  be  able  to  supply  all  our 
wants,  which  was  only  a  pretext  for  his  coming. 
The  last  priest  but  one  of  this  village,  walked  over 
rodcs  on  the  side  of  the  mountain  at  night,  and  was 
killed  on  the  spot. 

We  left  Insas  at  seven  a.m.,  Tuesday,  and  saw 
aevearal  flocks  of  green  paroquets  with  Icmg  tails ; 
they  make  a  shrill  noise  in  the  air,  which  is  heard 
to  a  great  distance.  The  bed  of  our  bachiano,  or 
guide,  was  a  sort  of  cloak  made  of  rushes ;  this 
he  afways  carried  on  his  back,  and  oxdy  put  <m 
when  it  rained.  A  person  covered  with  this  rushy 
doak>  10  well  protected  against  the  weather,  as  it 
is  impervious  to  the  rain ;  I  had  brou^  fram 
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England  a  large  cloak  of  superfine  doth,  hot, 
when  it  was  soaked  with  rain,  I  found  its  weif^t 
TOidered  it  not  wearable.  Our  old  guide  was  al- 
ways on  foot,  and  walked  as  nimbly  as  a  rodbudc 
over  the  mountains,  with  a  stick  about  ten  feet  in 
length  in  his  right  hand.  We  found  the  road  this 
day  exceedingly  bad;  the  mules  could  with  dif- 
ficulty keep  their  footing,  in  the  very  steep  ascents 
and  descents  of  the  mountains.  On  several  oc- 
casions we  were  obliged  to  walk,  which,  in  laige 
jack  boots  and  long  silver  spurs,  was  not  an  agree- 
able exercise.  The  greater  part  of  the  road  was 
covered  with  small  logs  of  wood  placed  across  it, 
to  enable  travellers  to  pass  over  the  spongy  and 
boggy  parts.  The  surface  of  these  logs  of  wood 
we  found  very  slippery,  particularly  if  there  had 
been  recent  rains,  and  in  many  places  the  timber 
had  worn  away,  or  been  removed,  which  left  holes 
deep  in  mire  and  water ; — a  great  annoyance  to  the 
mules  as  well  as  to  the  riders.  We  passed,  this  day, 
the  first  tambo,  or  large  cane  shed,  made  by  the 
Government,  for  travellers  to  sleep  in  at  night,  and 
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towards  the  dos^  of  day  reached  the  Tambo  of 
Corales,  situate  in  a  small  boggy  valley,  surrounded 
by  lofty  mountains,  whose  frowning  summits  over- 
shadowed us.  We,  this. day,  passed  over  another 
small  cane  bridge,  under  which,  the  river  Ojueos 
dashed  it^  impetuous  stream,  and  as  we  were  now 
approaching  the  Paramo  of  Guanaco,  or  summit  of 
this  part  of  the  Andes,  the  foliage  of  the  trees  be* 
came  darker  and  less  luxuriant.  I  observed  great 
variety  of  flag-plants.  We  found  it  very  chilly 
and  cold  at  the  Tambo  of  Corales,  and  were  glad  to 
keep  up  good  fires  during  the  night.  The  Ojueos 
river  passed  dose  by  the  Tambo,  making  much 
noise  in  its  precipitate  descent  from  the  Paramo. 

We  rose  early  in  the  morning,  and  found  some 
rum  and  a  dgar  most  comfortable  means  of  keep, 
ing  out  the  cold,  and  were  much  pleased  to  hear 
our  old  guide  predict  we  should  have  a  good 
morning  for  passing  the  Paramo  of  Guanaco,  as 
the  wind  was  in  a  favourable  quarter ;  the  bishop 
of  Popayan  told  me  afterwards,  he  had  been  de- 
tained at  this  Tambo  for  three  days  and  nights  by 
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a  violent  wind  firom  the  kw.,  during  which  he 
was  afraid  to  cross  the  Paramo. 

The  passing  of  these  Paramos,  or  summits  of  the 
Andes,  is  a  serious  undertaking,  particularly  at  un- 
fiivourable  seasons  of  the  year ;  many  traveUers 
lose  their  senses  from  it  Greneral  Bolivar  <moe 
sufiered  much  in  passing  the  Paramo  of  Pisba, 
in  the  rainy  season  of  1819;  and  an  officer  at 
Popayan,  who  had  been  in  the  corps  of  Albions 
(Scotchmen),  stated  to  me,  that,  in  passing  that 
Paramo,  six  officers  and  fifty-four  men  lost  their 
lives ; — ^another  officer,  colonel  in  the  same  corps, 
gave  me  the  following  description  of  this  dreadful 
march  over  the  lofty  mountains  of  New  Grenada, 
in  1819 : 

^^  As  we  approached  the  mountains  of  New  Gre. 
nada,  the  scenery  was  grand  and  sublime  beyond 
description ;  the  Cordilleras  first  broke  on  our  view. 
As  we  advanced,  the  winter  became  more  severe, 
the  water  forced  its  passage  from  the  mountains 
with  such  velocity,  and  the  rain  increased  the 
rivers   60   mucli,  that    several   officers  and  men 
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were  carried  down  by  the  current  in  attempting 
to  pass,  and  two  unfortunate  soldiers  were  drowned. 
Mules,  with  baggage,  were  repeatedly  swept  away 
by  the  current,  leaving  no  wreck  behind*  The 
troops  were  assisted  in  crossing  the  rivers,  by 
strong  lasos,  made  from  hides,  but  nothing  could 
prevent  the  loss  of  fire-locks  and  ammunition. 
The  route  for  the  army  lay  over  a  part  of  the 
country  which  was  almost  unknown ; — Bolivar  had 
taken  this  line  of  march,  in  order  to  deceive  the 
Spaniards.  After  marching  fifty  days,  having 
halted  only  three  during  the  period,  we  entered 
the  mountain  by  an  Indian  wood,  and  here  our 
British  soldiers  suffered  dreadftilly  in  their  feet, 
having  to  march  over  rocks  and  flints  without 
shoes  or  stockings,  and,  to  add  to  their  misfortunes, 
the  rains  were  incessant.  At  last,  we  arrived  at 
the  foot  of  the  famous  Paramo  of  Pisba ;  a  descrip- 
tion of  this  day's  march  can  only  be  given  by  those 
persons  who  had  the  good  fortune  to  survive,  and» 
even  at  this  time,  I  think  almost  with  horror  of  the 
melancholy  scene.     The  native  troops  passed  the 
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Paramo  three  days  before  the  English  ;  and  when 
I  passed  over  it,  I  counted  the  dead  bodies  of 
eighty  soldiers,  and  might  have  enumerated  many 
more,  had  I  not  lost  my  reckoning.  Four  officers 
and  forty-four  soldiers,  of  the  corps  of  Albions, 
died  by  the  road-side,  in  passing  this  dreadful  Pa- 
ramo, some  of  them  Germans.  I  saw  many  of 
these  unfortunate  men  expiring  by  my  side,  without 
the  power  of  giving  them  the  least  assistance.  In 
this  situation  I  made  several  efforts  to  take  their 
lire-locks  from  them,  but  found  it  Impossible,  from 
the  firm  manner  in  which  they  grasped  them  until 
life  was  extinct.  I  must  observe,  that  we  had  been 
sixty-four  hours  with  wet  clothes  on,  and  for  the 
last  thirty  we  had  been  unable  to  cook,  owing  to 
the  incessant  rains  that  fell ;  so  that  the  poor  sol- 
diers, with  empty  stomachs  and  half  naked,  endea- 
voured to  pass  the  bleak  Paramo  of  Fisba,  where 
continual  sleet  is  observed,  and  the  air  so  rari£ed 
as  to  be  dangerous  even  to  men  having  every  com- 
fort about  them.  The  produce  of  this  barren  spot 
is  conlioed  to  one  kind  of  plant,  cftUed  el  fraylf;gon, 
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the  same  is  to  be  found  in  great  abundance  in  all 
Paramos,  the  leaves  of  it  are  remarkably  soft  and 
white)  and  equal  in  size  to  a  large  tumip-leaf,  and 
the  soldier  thought  himself  particularly  fortunate 
when  able  to  get  a  suificient  number  to  form  his 
bed.'^ 

In  the  crown  of  this  plant  is  a  sort  of  gum,  which 
is  made  into  turpentine,  and  has  some  medicinal 
qualities :  I  sent  a  specimen  to  London,  and  hope 
soon  to  be  able  to  make  a  favourable  report  of  this 
singular  production.  Having  received  at  Bogota 
this  terrible  account  of  the  passage  of  the  Paramo 
of  Pisba,  I  was  glad  to  hear  the  old  guide  declare 
we  should  be  able  to  pass  the  Paramo  of  Guanaco 
in  safety. 

.  We  left  the  Tambo  of  Corales,  soon  after  six  a.m., 
and  after  ascending  for  nearly  three  leagues,  over 
villainous  roads,  frequently  covered  with  the  re- 
mains of  logs  of  wood,  we  found  ourselves  on  the 
Paramo  of  Guanaco,  a  large  miserable  plain 
bearing  nothing  but  the  plant  called  el  fraylegon. 
On  our  left  we  saw  a  dull-looking  lake,  that  one 

VOL.    II.  ^ 
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might  suppose  to  be  filled  by  the  river  Styx,  fiom 
which  kke  the  river  Ojueos  has  its  source. 

We  passed  the  Paramo  in  three  hours.  I  did 
not  experience  any  unpleasant  feeling,  but  Mr.  Cade 
was  so  cold  that  hegot  off  his  mule  to  run  and  walk. 
Luckily  we  had  very  little  wind,  which,  when  high, 
proves  fiital  to  many  poor  travellers,  of  which  we  had 
ocular  demonstration  in  the  several  skeletons  of 
persons  lying  by  the  side  of  the  road.  One  iban^s 
skull  had  been  placed  on  a  large  stone,  with  the  &oe 
towards  the  road — I  suppose  as  a  memento  mori.  I 
desired  Edle  to  dismount,  and  take  it  with  him,  and 
I  afterwards  gave  it  to  a  medical  gentleman  in  Lon- 
don. The  carcases  and  skeletons  of  dead  mules, 
for  two  or  three  leagues  on  each  side  of  the  Paramo, 
were  numerous.  I  myself  counted  upwards  of  a 
hundred ;  some  that  had  not  been  long  dead  were 
most  offensive  from  their  stench,  and  two  or  three 
of  them  had  fallen  in  such  narrow  defiles,  that 
we  were  obliged  to  make  our  mules  walk  over 
their  carcases.  We  found  the  gallinacho,  or  black 
vulture,  enjoying  a  feast;  being  busily  employed 
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on  them  close  to  the  Paramo.  The  armies  have 
lost  a  great  many  soldiers  in  passing  the  Paramo 
of  Guanaco,  and  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
province  of  Neyva  died  there,  when  flying  from 
Morillo  in  1817*  It  is  singular  that  there  should 
be  more  danger  to  travellers  passing  the  Paramos 
of  the  Andes  in  the  summer  months,  viz.  May, 
June,  and  July,  than  at  any  other  time  of  the 
year.  No  one  should  ventiire  to  sit  down  during 
the  passage ;  if  they  do,  they  are  almost  sure  to 
become  eipparamados,  when  they  die  in  a  few  mi- 
nutes, sometimes  in  the  act  of  eating  and  drinking ; 
a  sort  of  stupor  coming  suddenly  over  them,  from 
which  they  seldom  recover. 

At  eleven  this  morning,  we  got  to  the  Tambo, 
on  the  southern  part  of  the  Paramo,  where  we  re- 
mained to  breakfast ;  all  the  party  in  excellent  spi- 
rits at  having  passed  in  so  favourable  a  time.  Now 
we  found  ourselves  completely  in  a  new  country, 
the  features  of  it  being  altogether  different  from  those 
on  the  north  side  of  the  Andes.  The  descent  was 
gradual  and  pleasant,  the  road  tolerably  good,  and, 

c  2 


SK)  TRAVELS   IN   THE 

after  descending' about  a  league,  the  country  was  co- 
vered with  beautiful  evergreen  shrubs.  Whilst  ram- 
bling about  until  breakfast,  I  saw  a  blackbird'^is  nest, 
containing  one  egg,  in  a  wild  juniper  bush:  the  cock 
bird  was  sitting  close  to  the  nest,  on  a  wild  mjrrtle  tree. 
The  plumage  of  this  bird  was  exactly  the  same  as 
that  I  have  described  which  breeds  in  the  plain  of 
Bogota  We  met  at  this  Tambd  a  party  of  Indians, 
deer-himting.  We  had  some  conversation  with 
them :  they  said  they  came  from  the  village  of 
Tortoro,  distant  five  leagues,  and  that  they  had 
only  killed  one  deer,  which  their  dogs  had  devoured 
before  they  could  get  up  to  secure  their  prey.  They 
had  twelve  couples  of  dogs,  not  quite  so  large  as 
grayhoimds.  They  told  us  that  the  danta,  or  wild 
ass,  black  bears,  red  leopards,  tiger-cats,  deer,  and 
foxes,  are  found  in  the  forests  of  these  mountains ; 
and  that  they  hunted  for  their  livelihood ;  and  when 
they  had  killed  several  deer,  they  preserved  their 
flesh  by  salting ;  but  I  believe  hunting  is  the  chief 
amusement  of  the  Indians  who  live  in  these  Cor^ 
dilleras.     These  hunters  go  on  foot,  and  carry  with 
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them  several  pieces  of  deer-skin,  which  they  fasten 
round  their  legs  and  thighs,  when  they  enter  the 
thick  part  of  the  forest. 

We  got  ready  to  start,  and  directed  our  course  to 
the  Indian  village  of  Tortoro,  which  we  reached  in 
the  evening,  after  much  fatigue,  having  travelled 
nine  Spanish  leagues,  and  having  been  well  soaked 
by  the  rain  for  the  last  two  hours  of  our  journey. 
We  went  to  the  house  of  the  priest,  where  we  found 
him  very  busy  in  preparing  for  us,  having  just  ar- 
rived from  the  house  of  his  father,  an  Italian,  with 
whom  he  resided,  which  was  two  leagues  and  a  half 
nearer  the  town  of  Popayan.  His  mother  and  sister 
had  accompanied  him  to  cook  tor  us,  the  govemoi' 
of  the  province  of  Popayan  having  desired  the  priest 
to  make  every  thing  as  comfortable  as  the  place 
would  allow  of,  when  we  passed  through  his  village. 
The  cure  was  a  young  man,  rather  shy,  but  ex- 
tremely anxious  to  oblige  us :  he  told  me  that  he 
was  the  priest  of  several  small  Indian  villages  in  the 
Cordilleras,  and  that  his  flock  amoimted  to  between 
two  and  three  thousand  persons. 
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Round  this  village  we  saw  bearded  wheat,  which 
we  had  not  met  with  since  quitting  the  plain  of  Bo- 
gota ;  part  of  the  priest^s  house  was  occupied  by  it, 
which  he  said  he  received  firom  the  Indians  as  tithe. 
The  old  lady  and  her  daughter  prepared  a  good 
supper  for  us,  and  Mr.  Cade  and  myself,  over  our 
glass  of  punch,  were  in  high  glee  at  the  thoughjts  of 
our  getting  to  Fopayan  the  next  day,  and  of  ending 
our  labours  for  some  time.  We  were  to  remain  there 
during  the  rainy  season  of  October  and  November, 
the  roads  being  at  that  time  impassable  for  mules. 
I  bought  at  this  village  a  curious  necklace  of  an  In- 
dian girl,  for  a  dollar.  It  was  formed  of  small 
shells,  pieces  of  silver  coin,  and  some  curious  co- 
loured stones.  The  girl  did  not,  at  first,  like  to 
part  with  it,  but  the  cure  made  the  bargain  for  me. 

As  we  were  obliged  to  unpack,  to  get  out  some 
things  to  make  ourselves  a  little  smart,  for  our 
entrance  into  the  capital  of  the  province,  we  did 
not  leave  Tortoro  before  nine  in  the  morning, 
'  having  previously  returned  our  thanks  to  the  priest 
and  his  family  for  their  attention  to  us.      I  told 
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the  former  I  should  make  a  point  of  acquainting 
the  Governor  of  Popayan  of  his  kindness  during 
our  stay  in  his  parish.  We  called  on  our  road 
at  the  house  of  his  &ther,  as  I  wished  to  see  him, 
and  learn  his  history.  It  seemed  rather  strange  for 
an  Italian  to  be  settled  in  this  inland  province  of 
South  America.  He  was  not  at  home,  we  only  saw 
his  daughter,  a  handsome  girl  of  eighteen,  who  had 
the  true  Italian  features.  Soon  after  this,  we  were 
overtaken  by  a  violent  thunder-storm,  which  lasted 
for  an  hour,  the  rain  having  the  appearance  of  a 
sheet  of  water;  the  roads  in  consequence  became 
so  intolerably  slippery,  that  neither  ourselves  nor 
mules  could  keep  on  our  feet.  We  had  therefore 
nothing  left,  but  to  remain  quietly  by  the  road-side 
until  the  rain  was  over,  although,  to  say  the  truth, 
Mr.  Cade  and  myself  were  rather  chagrined  that 
after  we  had  taken  the  trouble  of  unpacking,  the 
rain  should  completely  wash  away  the  smartness 
of  our  appearance.  When  the  storm  was  over,  the 
sun  shone  forth  with  great  warmth,  and  as  this  was 
only  the  commencement  x>f  the  rainy  season,  the 
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water  was  quickly  absorbed  by  Ute  parched  esrth. 
About  this  time  a  view  presented  itself,  worthy  the 
pencil  of  Claude  :  on  our  left  arose  the  Cordilleras, 
which  we  had  just  passed;  to  the  eastward  of  it,  a 
day  and  halTs  journey  from  Popayan,  the  l^h 
mountain  uf  Puraca,  whose  summit  is  always  co- 
vered with  snow ;  in  our  front,  and  on  our  right 
flank,  was  the  extensive  valley  of  Popayan ;  and  at 
a  distance  of  niae  or  ten  miles,  we  saw  the  churches 
and  large  convents  of  the  town,  distinguishable,  froni 
their  whiteness  ;  and  this  grand  scene  was  closed,  to 
the  south,  by  another  range  of  high  mountains, 
wliich  separates  the  valley  of  Popayau  from  the 
province  of  Bucnavcutura,  which  hes  on  the  coast 
of  the  Pacific.  We  remained  for  ten  minutes,  feast- 
ing our  eyes  on  this  grand  scenery,  which  formed  so 
strong  a  contrast  to  tlic  gloomy  view  we  had  had 
before  us  for  the  two  or  three  days  previous.  On 
the  road,  we  met  with  a  large  party  of  Indians,  tra- 
velling from  Popayan  to  their  village  ;  they  were 
the  handsomest  men  and  women  I  had  ever  seen, 
with  a  marked  and  particularly  bold  and  independ- 
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ent  air,  not  even  touching  their  small  cloth  caps, 
which  were  blue,  trimmed  with  scarlet,  and  orna- 
mented with  gold  lace  rather  the  worse  for  wear. 
In  their  front  was  an  Indian,  playing  the  tabor  and 
pipe,  to  which  they  kept  time.  The  men  had  a 
sort  of  phillibeg  in  front,  like  the  Highlanders  of 
Scotland,  and  carried  long  lances ;  the  women  were 
particularly  well  made. 

When  we  arrived  within  a  league  and  a  half  of 
Popayan,  we  observed  a  videttc  placed  on  a  height, 
who,  on  observing  us,  galloped  back,  and  soon  after 
we  met  the  Juez  Politico,  some  of  the  inhabitants, 
the  staff  of  the  Governor,  and  two  or  three  English- 
men, officers  in  the  Columbian  service,  who  had 
come  out  purposely  to  greet  our  arrival.  The  Juez 
Politico  addressed  me  in  a  short  speech,  stating  how 
happy  they  were  to  see  me  in  their  province,  and 
hoping  that  I  should  sojourn  some  time  with  them. 
The  Governor,  Colonel  Ortega,  had  prepared  a 
very  large  house  for  us,  and  I  found  a  guard  of  ho- 
nour at  the  place,  and  music  playing  in  the  court- 
yard.    I  requested  the  town-major  to  dismiss  the 
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guard  and  music,  taking  care  to  give  them  some- 
thing to  drink,  and  retained  only  an  orderly  Uadc 
corporal,  to  give  my  servants  all  the  neoessaiy  in- 
formation  in  the  purchase  of  provisions,  &c.  Gre- 
neral  Bolivar  had  lived  for  some  time  in  this  house, 
when  he  arrived  at  Popayan  to  march  against  the 
Pastudans,  in  the  province  of  Pasto.  The  land- 
lord, a  rich  Creole,  had  been  killed  1^  the  Columbian 
General  Valdez,  on  suspicion  of  favouring  the  cause 
of  the  Spaniards.  From  various  accounts  I  had  of 
General  Valdez,  I  cannot  help  considering  him  a 
great  ruffian,  and  very  deficient  in  military  know- 
ledge. A  sub-alcalde  had,  by  order  of  the  governor, 
provided  meat,  poultry,  fruit,  bread,  and  wine,  and 
vegetables  for  us ;  in  short,  we  wanted  nothing,  and 
I  may  say  that,  at  this  time,  we  enjoyed  the  ^^  haec 
olim  meminisse  juvabit"^,  the  pleasing  recollection  of 
past  labours. 

We  arrived  at  Popayan  in  the  afternoon  of 
Thursday,  the  8th  of  October.  Mr.  Cade  and  my- 
self found  out,  by  the  tremendous  biting  during  the 
whole  night,  that  our  mansion  was  well  tenanted  by 
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fleas;  in  the  moniing  wc  observed  them  hopping 
about  our  stockings  by  doiens.  I  had  been  told  at 
Bogota  that  the  climate  of  Popayan  exactly  suited 
the  congiitution  of  fleas  and  niguaa,  I  was  recom- 
mended to  take  special  care  to  have  my  feet  often 
examined  by  one  of  the  natives  of  the  place,  who 
understood  how  to  extract  the  niguas,  with  a  needle, 
from  under  the  nails  of  the  toes. 

About  eleven  the  nest  morning.  Sir  IllustrisHirao 
Salvador  Ximencs,  Bishop  of  Popayan,  attended  by 
several  of  the  clergy  and  his  secretary,  paid  me  a 
visit.  The  manners  of  the  Bishop  were  remarkably 
pleasing,  and  it  required  no  great  discernment  to 
perceive  that  he  was  a  man  who  had  lived  in  the 
world,  and  hod  acquired  tliat  polish,  by  mlidng  io 
society,  which  gains  so  much  on  the  minds  of  per- 
sons on  a  first  acquaintance.  The  Bishop  kindly 
enquired  whether  wc  wanted  any  thing,  and  on  find- 
ing we  had  no  bedsteads,  sent  down  two,  with  cur- 
tains, for  my  secretary  and  myself.  He  also  sent 
us  a  dozen  of  Spanish  wine,  and  an  abundant  sup- 
ply  of  fruit,   and   on   uking  his  departure,  told 
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me  that  lie  fi'lt  an  attachment  to  all  EnglUhmen 
for  their  noble  conduct  in  Spain.  The  Bishop  was  a 
native  of  Malngn,  in  Old  Spain,  when  the  Spanish 
nation  was  struggling  against  the  gigantic  and  de- 
spotic power  of  Bonaparte,  and  concluded  by  say- 
ing, that  he  trusted  we  should  see  luucli  of  each 
other  during  my  residence  at  Popayan.  I  expressed 
the  same  wish,  and  had  the  honour  of  kissing  the 
Bitihop's  hand,  according  to  the  custom  of  tlic 
country.  Our  time  was  fully  occupied  till  dinner  in 
Tceeiving  Tisits  from  the  public  functionaries,  mili- 
tary officers,  and  gentlemen  residing  in  Popayan. 
Among  the  number,  Mr.  Mosquera,  the  head  of 
the  Mosquera  family,  and  his  two  sons,  the  eldest  I 
had  known  at  Bogota,  as  he  was  a  senator,  Mr. 
Hurtado,  brother  of  the  Columbian  minister  in  this 
country,  and  Ur.  Wallace,  an  Englishman,  who  w«k 
married  to  a  Columbian  lady,  and  had  pmctised  U 
a  medical  man  at  Popayan  for  twenty  years. 

The  Doctor's  history  may  be  considered  extraor- 
dinary, which  ]  shall  relate,  as  1  had  it  from  liimself' 
Abgut  three  and  twenty  years  ago,  Dr.  Wallace  was 
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a  surgeon  on  board  an  English  ship  of  war,  which 
was  cruizing  off  that  part  of  the  Spanish  Main 
which  now  belongs  to  the  small  republic  of  Gua- 
timala;  the  Doctor  and  a  midshipman  went  on  shore 
with  a  small  boat'^s  crew,  to  amuse  themselves  shoot- 
ing, where  they  had  been  on  a  former  occasion.  The 
natives  expecting  another  visit  had  armed  them- 
selves, and  laid  in  ambuscade  near  the  place  where 
the  English  had  landed  before,  and  when  the  Doc- 
tor and  his  party  had  advanced  a  short  distance  into 
the  country,  the  peasantty  dashed  forward  to  cut 
them  off  from  the  boat,  and  opened  a  heavy  fire  on 
them.  There  was  a  general  scramble  to  get  back  to 
the  boat,  which  had  been  rowed  out  to  sea  by  the  sail- 
ors  left  in  charge  of  her.  The  moment  the  firing 
commenced,  the  Doctor  got  to  the  sea-side,  and  at^ 
tempted  to  swim  to  the  boat,  but  finding  his  strength 
fail  him,  he  returned  on  shore  and  was  made  prisoner, 
together  with  the  midshipman  and  two  or  three  sail- 
ors. The  Doctor  was  sent  to  Panama  and  thence  to 
Guyaquil,  to  get  a  passage  round  Cape  Horn  to 
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Carthagena,  where  an  exchange  of  prisoners  gene- 
rally took  place. 

When  at  Guyaquil  the  Roctor  heard,  that  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  small  town  of  Loco,  distant 
only  three  days"  journey  thence,  a  considerable 
quantity  of  Jesuits'  bark  was  collected,  and  he  ob- 
tained permission  from  tlie  Spanish  government  of 
Guyaquil  to  go  and  examine  it. 

IVhen  at  Loco  Dr.  Wallace  met  with  the  famous 
and  learned  Dr.  Caldas,  who  was  residing  there  for 
the  same  object,  and  in  search  of  other  plants  in 
the  neighbourhood,  but  was  suffering  at  this  time 
from  a  severe  attack  of  intermittent  fever.  Br. 
Wallace  immediately  attended  him,  and  in  a  short 
time  re-established  his  health,  and  then  assisted  him 
in  his  botanical  researches  and  in  the  arrangement 
of  his  plants.  In  a  short  time,  so  strong  a  friend- 
ship was  formed  between  the  two  doctors,  that  Caldas 
prevailed  on  his  friend  to  go  by  land  to  Carthagena, 
taking  Popayan,  the  native  place  of  Caldas,  in  his 
way ;  and  as  the  governor  of  Guyaquil  was  a  friend 


PROVINCES    OF    COLUMBIA.  31 

of  his  he  wrote  to  him,  and  obtained  permission 
for  Dr.  Wallace  to  accompany  him  to  Popayan. 
After  our  English  doctor^s  arrival  there,  whilst 
living  in  the  house  of  his  friend,  he  was,  in  his 
turn,  taken  very  ill,  and  during  his  illness  a  sister 
of  Dr.  Caldas  attended  him  with  the  greatest  as- 
siduity and  attention,  from  which  circumstance  a 

• 

mutual  attachment  was  formed,  and  the  Doctor  mar- 
ried Miss  Caldas.  Since  that  time  he  had  lived  at 
Popayan,  practising  as  a  medical  man,  and  was 
highly  esteemed  by  all  classes  of  the  inhabitants. 
Dr.  Wallace  had  two  boys  and  a  girl,  the  eldest  a 
fine  young  lad  of  eighteen,  who  was  very  desirous 
of  visiting  England. 

The  Doctor  had  had  a  most  difficult  part  to  act 
during  the  civil  war,  as  Popayan  had  been  repeatedly 
occupied  in  turn  by  the  Spaniards  and  Columbians; 
the  Spanish  officers  and  soldiers  he  had  been  obliged 
to  attend  and  find  medicines  gratis.  The  last  time 
however  the  Spanish  general  Calzada  occupied  Po- 
payan, the  Doctor  ascertained  that  he  had  deter- 
mined to  have  him  shot,  as  a  republican,  on  which 
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he  fled  to  the  house  of  a  royalist,  whose  health  he 
had  re^-established  a  short  time  before.  This  gen- 
tleman concealed  him  in  a  small  dark  room  for.  a 
month,  bringing  him  provisions  at  night.  The 
Doctor  told  me,  he  heard  one  day  some  Spanish 
officers,  who  were  quartered  in  the  house,  saying  to 
each  other,  ^^  Where  the  devil  can  that  rascally 
English  Doctor  be  got  to  ?  Our  Greneral  has  sent 
light  troops  to  scour  all  the  countiy,  and  they  have 
returned*  without  him."  Another  remarked,  **  we 
shall  find  him,  and  then  we  will  shoot  the  repub- 
lican heretic."*^ 

The  celebrated  naturalist.  Dr.  Caldas,  is  most 
highly  spoken  of  by  the  Baron  de  Humboldt,  who 
considered  him  one  of  the  most  learned  and  scientific 
men  in  the  ci-devant  Spanish  colonies.  Caldas^s 
astronomical  observations  and  measurement  of 
heights,  made  by  mathematical  instruments  of  his 
own  construction,  were  found  to  be  nearly  as  cor- 
rect as  those  made  by  Baron  de  Humboldt  with  the 
best  mathematical  instruments  of  Europe,  and  his 
discoveries  in  his  botanical  and  geological  research- 
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es,  this  great  traveller  considered  highly  important. 
Caldas  was  a  firm  supporter  of  American  Inde- 
pendence, which  he  contributed  to  establish  by  his 
writings.  He  made  his  knowledge  of  chemistry 
and  mechanics  subservient  to  the  cause.  He  was 
the  first  person  who  taught  the  Columbians  to  make 
gunpowder,  fire-arms,  &c.  Caldas  was  sent  prisoner 
to  Bogotd,  at  the  tune  MoriUo  had  his  head  quar- 
ters  there,  and  soon  after  was  shot  in  the  Great 
Square,  with  many  others  of  the  most  learned  men 
of  Columbia,  for  education  was  a  serious  crime  in 
the  estimation  of  MoriUo,  who  was  endeavouring 
to  extirpate,  in  Venezuela  and  New  Grenada,  all 
men  whose  minds  had  been  cultivated,  knowing 
that  ignorance  and  superstition  were  the  firmest 
supporters  of  Spanish  tyranny.  I  saw  a  quadrant 
made  by  Caldas.  I  called  on  the  Governor, 
Colonel  Ortega,  who  received  me  with  great  po- 
liteness, and  was  anxious  to  know  if  we  were  com- 
fortable in  our  house.  Of  course  I  said  nothing 
against  the  fleas  and  niguas,  as  they  are  not  con- 
sidered an  wmoyance  in  a  place  where  people  have 
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atvays  been  accustomed  to  them.  The  Governtw 
begged  my  acceptance  of  a  roaiia  lined  with  thin  In- 
dian-rubber to  exclude  tbcrain.a  tiger's  skin,  and  a 
small  curious  map  of  the  Valley  of  Cauca  ;  in  re- 
turn, 1  sent  bim  some  Knglieh  gunpowder  and  a 
few  bottles  of  Jamaica  rum. 

On  Sunday,  the  10th  of  October,  we  <Uned  with 
SeCiot  J.  Musquera,  where  we  met  the  Bishop 
of  Popayan  and  all  the  great  personages  of  the 
place.  The  dinner  was  sumptuous,  and  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Mosquera  sat  at  the  head  and  bottom  of  the 
table,  after  the  F.itglisb  fashion.  Mr.  Mosquera 
had  been  in  England  for  a  few  months,  and  was 
very  partial  to  the  English,  and  tried  to  imitate 
their  habits  and  customs  as  much  as  possible. 
Some  of  the  Spanish  wines  were  forty  years  old ; 
but  I  did  not  much  bke  them,  they  were  too  rich 
and  luscious.  Most  of  the  wine  drunk  in  thii 
province  comes  from  Chili,  where  it  is  made ;  the 
wine  is  sent  by  sea  to  Guyaquil,  and  then  brought  to 
Popayan  on  mules.  The  Mosquera  fa.mtty  was 
eBffkone^  th^  wealthtost  in  the  province  < 
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and  possessed  large  estates,  numerous  mines,  and  a 
great  many  n^ro  slaves.  Sefior  J.  Mosquera,  who 
was  a  senator,  had,  a  few  months  before,  married  his 
cousin,  of  the  same  name,  a  very  handsome  young 
woman,  a  rich  heiress,  and  particularly  well  informed; 
she  possessed  an  extensive  library,  and  passed  much 
of  her  time  in  reading ;  her  manners  were  elegant, 
and  her  conversation  entertaining  and  pleasing. 
The  next  day,  Sefiora  Mosquera  sent  us  a  large 
quantity  of  preserved  peaches,  which  were  superior 
to  any  European  preserves  in  taste  and  flavour. 
The  style  of  building  of  the  house  was  superior 
to  any  I  had  seen  at  Bogota,  and  the  furniture 
of  the  rooms  handsome,  particularly  the  Quito 
carpets.  Here  I  saw  some  paintings  executed 
by  masters  at  Quito,  they  were  copies  of  the  best 
Italian  roasters,  and  I  could  not  help  admiring  th« 
fireedom  of  their  pencil  and  the  colouring  of  tha 
paintings.  Sefior  Mosquera  had  the  kindness  to 
offibr  me,  in  earnest,  two  or  three  of  these  paints* 
mgSf  as  he  observed  I  admired  them  exceedingly. 
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This  I  declined,  but  requested  him  to  write  to  a 
friend  of  his  at  Quito,  to  endeavour  to  purchase  for 
me  half  a  dozen  paintings  of  the  best  Quitonian 
masters.  When  I  afterwards  saw  Sefior  J.  Mos- 
qucra  at  Bogota,  be  informed  me  tliat  he  had  heard 
trom  his  friend  at  Quito,  iu  reply  to  my  application, 
that  the  best  painter  had  died  suddenly,  and  that 
the  next  best  had  been  arrested  for  assassinating  a 
man  in  a  tit  of  jealousy.  On  hearing  this,  I  almost 
regretted  not  having  accepted  one  of  his  paintings, 
to  have  shewn  in  England  as  a  specimen  of  the  ta~ 
lents  of  the  Creole  painters  in  South  America. 

During  my  residence  at  Popayan,  I  had  frequent 
visits  from  Sefior  Mosquera's  father,  a  fine  old  gen- 
tleman of  between  seventy  and  eighty  years  of  age, 
who  was  held  in  the  highest  estimation  by  every 
one  for  the  excellent  qualities  he  possessed,  among 
which  humanity  and  kindness  of  heart  shone  con- 
spicuously ;  even  the  Spaniards  had  respected  his 
age  and  virtues,  although  the  same  respect  was  not 
paid  to  his  purse,  as  the  different  Spanish  officers 
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who  had  commanded  at  Popayan,  when  they  had 
possession  of  the  town,  had  made  Sefior  Mosquera 
pay  in  contributions  about  50,000  dollars. 

On  the  9th  and  10th  of  October,  we  passed  our 
mornings  in  calling  on  the  bishop  and  all  the  dons 
of  the  place.  Some  of  the  mansions  are  really  very 
handsome  in  Popayan,  and  their  fironts  in  the  pure 
Grecian  style  of  architecture.  A  large  house  was 
at  this  time  building  for  Sefior  J.  Mosquera,  the 
front  of  which  was  remarkably  handsome.  No  cir- 
cumstance surprised  me  more  than  to  find  buildings 
much  superior  to  those  of  Bogota  in  a  small  town  so 
far  inland.  In  Popayan  there  are  only  two  classes 
of  inhabitants ;  a  few  very  rich  families,  including 
the  bishop  and  clergy,  and  all  the  rest  small  shop- 
keepers or  pulperoes ;  consequently  the  houses  are 
either  large  and  handsome,  or  small  dwellings  with 
shops.  A  stranger  suffers  great  inconvenience  at 
Popayan  from  the  want  of  a  market :  most  of  the 
poultry,  fruit,  and  vegetables  are  brought  to  the 
shopkeepers  by   the    Indians  from  the    adjacent 


who  BcU  the  flrricl«  M  them,  and  they 
itgain  have  their  profit  on  tlie  tc-Rale.  Tlic  Indiana 
bring  down  from  the  mountains  of  PuractS,  in  a  day 
or  (lay  and  n  half,  abiindancM'  of  snow,  so  that  you 
have  cvtry  thing  well  ic«l  at  a  cheap  fate,  and 
there  arc  persons  goinn  through  the  streets  with 
sweet  ices,  of  which  you  pet  u  hirge  tninhiw  fidl  fw 
five-pence.  Many  of  the  tVuits  are  remarknbty  fine 
at  Popayan,  particularly  the  chjrimoya,  which  at- 
tains in  this  climate  the  moet  delici&us  flavotir ;  the 
taste  uf  it  is  like  a  mixture  of  stniwberriea,  cream, 
and  Eugar.     The  Baron  dc  liumboldt  says  in  hi* 

trflvpls.  "  it  IK  worlh  wliilp  fur   h    ti-jivd1pr   Cn   on   In 
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fiiTOuraUe  to  tbe  production  of  fruits,  as  the  ther- 
mometer of  Fahrenheit  is  never  above  76^»  ^^t^ 
below  68^ 

Probably  no  town  in  Columbia  has  suffered  more 
than  Popayan,  during  the  struggle  of  the  Colum* 
bians  for  their  liberty.  It  had  been  occupied  by 
tbe  Spaniards  and  Patriots  sixteen  times  respect- 
ively, and  I  suspect  frequently  plundered  by  friends 
and  foes.  Popayan  was  a  place  of  great  importance 
to  both  parties,  £rom  its  situation,  as  the  only  road 
from  Bogotii  to  the  province  of  Pasto,  Quito,  and 
the  south,  passed  through  Popayan,  and  it  is  only 
distant  four  dap^  journey  from  the  rich,  fertile,  and 
extensive  valley  of  Cauca,  from  which  the  general 
who  occupied  Popayan  could  draw  all  the  supplies 
finr  his  army. 

On  the  morning  of  the  11th  of  October,  the 
Bishop  of  Popayan  called  on  us,  and  requested  we 
would  dine  with  him,  en  famille,  at  his  country 
house,  about  two  miles  from  the  town,  on  the  road 
to  the  Valley  of  Cauca.  He  said  he  should  have 
mo  one  to  meet  us  but  Dr.  Wallace,  as  be  was  our 
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countryman.     We  went  the  next  day  rather  before  1 
three,  the  hour  of  dinner,  to  the  Bishop's  villa,  who   ! 
shewed  us  all  over  it,  and  introduced  us  to  a  Pastu-  j 
cian  lady,  whose  name  I  forget,  who  had  the  ni»-  | 
nagement  of  his  household :    the  lady  was  about  | 
forty,  rather  handsome,  and  a  fine  figure.     Ths  j 
bishop  told  me  he  had  lived  some  months  st  the  1 
house  of  this  lady's  Iiusbaad,  during  the  period  that 
he  waged  war  against  the  Columbians,  at  the  head 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  province.     There  was  a 
story  current  at  Popayan  at  this  time,  that  the  lady^ 
hualiand  had  paid  a  visit  to  the  worthy  bishop  to 
demand  his  wjfe,  but  that  Sir  Illustrissimo  became  ] 
indignant  at  the  request,  and  in  his  passion  gave  | 
the  poor  man  a  violent  kick,  threatening,  if  he  waa 
again  troublesome  about  his  wife,  he  would  excom-  j 
municate  him.     A  bishop  in  these  parts  is  looked  I 
up  to  with  awe  and  reverence  by  the  middling  and  I 
lower  classes,  and  when  they  liave  had  the  felicity  ] 
of  kissing  his  hand,  they  retire  quite  delighted  with  I 
the  thoughts  of  having  got  a  hft  towards  heaven. 
The  bishop's  family  dinner  shewed  that  t 
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who  sat  next  me  at  table,  understood  well  the  culi- 
nary art,  according  to  the  Spanish  taste.  Mr.  Cade 
and  I  got  into  her  good  graces,  by  praising  the 
different  dishes,  while  our  keen  appetite  proved  the 
sincerity  of  our  commendations.  We  did  justice 
to  Home  old  Malaga  wine,  which  was  excellent; 
but  I  was  amused  to  observe,  that  the  bottle 
always  made  a  quick  countermarch  to  the  bishop, 
no  one  venturing  to  taste  the  luscious  wine  except- 
ing the  dignitary  and  his  secretary,  who  was  a  Spa- 
niard, the  lady  housekeeper,  Mr,  Cade,  and  myself. 
The  poor  devils  who  were  at  dinner  with  us  eyed 
the  old  Malaga  with  a  covetous  look,  but  our  host 
seemed  to  be  of  opinion  that  this  nectar  was  not  x 
fit  beverage  for  vulgar  souls.  After  dinner  we 
waUced  to  a  channing  little  summer-house,  a  few 
hundred  yards  from  the  house,  which  the  bishop 
had  recently  built,  and  fitted  up  with  much  taste; 
a  fine  clear  stream  of  water  was  murmuring  close  hy 
the  side,  and  the  surrounding  scenery  was  pretty 
and  gay ;  in  short,  the  whole  was  like  any  thing  but 
a  monk^B  cell.    On  one  side  of  the  apartment  in  the 
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house  vas  a  very  eiull  window,  looking 
up  the  walk  timt  led  from  the  house  to  this  tent- 
pie  of  love :  when  he  pointed  this  out  to  me,  I  ob- 
served an  art'b  waggish  smile  on  his  countenance, 
which,  perhaps,  might  l)c  thus  explained.  "  You 
iee.  Colonel,  I  understand  military'  nianiEuvrea  as 
well  as  yourself,  and  never  allow  the  enemy  to  sur- 
prise Bie."  The  country'house  of  the  bishop  was 
tolerably  large,  he  had  built  a  wing  of  some  extent, 
which  consisted  of  ground-floor  Apartments  for 
young  men  who  belonged  to  the  College  at  I'opayan. 
The  bishop  had  purchased  a  considerable  estate 
with  the  house,  which  lie  intended  to  leave  at  his 
death  to  the  Public  College  of  Popsyan  ; — he  WM 
a  liberal  public- spin  ted  man. 

As  I  before  stated.  Sir  Illuetrissimo  don  Salvado 
Ximeueti  was  a  native  of  Malaga  in  Old  Spain, 
which  he  had  quitted  early  in  life,  and  was  for 
twenty  years  a  priest  at  the  town  of  Potosi  in 
Ujipcr  Peru,  so  celebrated  for  its  rich  silver  mines. 
He  then  returned  to  Spain,  and  was  made  Canon  of 
llie  Cathednl  of  Malaga,  his  native  pta 
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ebuTch  preferment  he  held  when  Buonaparte  iii^ 
vaded  Spain.  On  this  occasion^  the  bishop  became 
a  mo6t  active  military  character,  assuming  the  rank 
of  Colonel,  and  by  his  preaching  and  exhortations 
he  roused  the  Spanish  peasantry  to  resist  the  French 
troops.  For  this  spirited  conduct,  when  Ferdinand 
VII.  was  restored  to  the  crown  of  Spain,  the  canon 
of  Malaga  was  appointed  bishop  of  Popayan ;  the 
Uahoprick  at  that  time  being  worth  more  than 
20,000  dollars  per  annum.  In  this  high  eccle" 
siastical  station,  the  bishop  found  himself  in  South 
America,  when  the  struggle  was  carried  on  with 
such  fierceness  and  animosity  in  Venezuela  between 
the  armies  of  Morillo  and  Bolivar,  but  New  Gre- 
nada, the  provinces  of  Popayan,  and  Quito,  were 
then  in  the  possession  of  the  Spaniards.  When 
the  Ushop  found  the  arms  of  the  Columbians  tri- 
umphant in  all  part8>  be  retired  from  Popayan  to 
Pasto,  and  put  himself  at  the  head  of  the  Pastu- 
cians,  who  had  constantly  evinced  the  most  deter* 
mined  resistance  to  the  cause  of  independence ;  in 
dus  piovmee  the  bishop,  attended  by  his  present 
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secretary  as  aid-de-camp,  fought  for  two  years 
again§t  the  Columbiana,  carrying  a  cross  in  one 
hand  and  a  sword  in  the  other,  and  fulminating 
excommunications  from  the  pulpit  against  all  those 
who  carried  arms  against  him.  The  rugged  and 
nearly  insurmountable  obstacles  which  the  moun- 
tainous province  of  Pasto  opposes  to  an  invading 
enemy,  greatly  protracted  the  war,  and  these  brave 
people  defended  their  country  until  they  were  near- 
ly all  destroyed,  and  the  province  is,  at  this  time, 
almost  a  desert  waste.  Pasto,  the  capital  of  the 
province,  surrendered  to  Bolivar  in  June  182^,  to 
effect  which,  and  overcome  the  obstinacy  of  the 
people,  he  had  recourse  to  the  Bishop  of  Popayan, 
who  retained  great  influence  over  the  minds  of  these 
superstitious  people.  Bolivar  found  great  difficulty 
in  bringing  over  the  bishop  to  the  Columbian  cause, 
and  he  more  than  once  demanded  hia  passport  to 
return  to  Spain.  The  bishop  is  small  in  person, 
but  well  made,  he  has  a  good-natured  open  coun- 
tenance, with  lively  light-gray  eyes,  and  I  should 
take  him  to  be  about  sixty.      He  walks  with  i 
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much  activity  as  a  young  man  of  five  and  twenty, 
and  in  conversation  is  very  animated  and  full  of 
fun.  The  people  of  Popayan  call  him  ^*  un  hombre 
muy  politico^,  and  perhaps  it  may  be  doubtful 
whether  he  is  a  very  staunch  patriot,  or  preach- 
es in  favour  of  republicanism  con  amore.  This 
is  not  of  much  consequence  at  present,  as  he 
conducts  himself  with  great  prudence  and  pro- 
priety, and  spends  the  greater  part  of  his  large 
revenue  very  liberally,  in  charity,  public  estabUsh- 
ments,  and  hospitaUty. 

The  bishop^s  secretary  had  formerly  been  a  cap- 
tain of  dragoons  in  Spain ;  he  was  a  taU,  stout, 
well  made,  good-looking  fellow,  with  a  pair  of  broad 
shoulders  like  a  coal-heaver,  and  not  more  than 
three  or  four  and  thirty  years  old.  I  heard  it 
whispered  at  Popayan,  that  he  was  a  great  admirer 
and  favourite  with  the  Popayan  ladies ;  be  that  as 
it  may,  he  certainly  was  not  the  sort  of  man  I 
should  have  chosen  as  a  father-confessor  for  my 
fiunily.  I  believe  he  was  heartily  tired  of  Colum- 
bia, and  longing  to  get  back  to  Spain,  but  his  at- 
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lathniont  to  t)ip  bishop  wu  w  great  that  Ii«  fell 
uii"illJ:'._S  to  leave  liim.  We  rode  home  fnMn  the 
jully  bi'-liop's  (]uinu,  in  excellent  good-humonr, 
and  ill  tlio  sau^ne  expectation  of  spendii^  a  &* 
more  ]ik'n>!iiit  days  there  during  oui  stay  at  Pa* 
I-Liyaii, 

\Vf  I'ouiid  our  trieud,  Dr.  Wallace*  a  man  fiiU  of 
iiit(>niintii<ii  rei^pccting  the  country ;  and  he  must 
have  }ios-^osscd  conEumniate  prudence  and  many 
triLiids.  to  liave  obuined  the  good  fortune  of 
c<i'a)iitig  villi  his  life,  as  all  Englishmen  were  do- 
tei'Ci'd  by  the  Spaniards  in  America,  as  the  great 
itisiij;.iti>r*  and  (.upporters  of   the   beloved   Feidi- 
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road  to  the  Indian  village  of  Purac^,  we  had,  as 
usual,  most  magnificent  mountain  scenery,  and  a 
fine  view  of  the  Rio  Vinagre,  or  Vinegar  River,  so 
called  from  its  water  tasting  like  vinegar,  running 
through  a  deep  narrow  valley  on  our  right.  About 
half  way  from  Popayan  to  ,Purac^,  we  saw,  at  a 
short  distance  from  us,  in  a  small jplain,  on  our  left, 
a  hacienda,  or  estate,  belonging  to  Se5or  Manuel 
Mosquera,  the  father,  surrounded  on  all  sides  by 
mountains.  The  house  was  rather  small,  thatclfed, 
white-washed,  and  very  neat,  as  well  as  the  cottages 
and  out-houses  near  it,  and  the  fields  regularly  di- 
vided and  well  fenced  in  with  hedge-rows,  which 
gave  it  the  appearance  of  a  small  English  farm. 
Potatoes  were  planted  ih  these  fields  by  the 
Indians;  the  ridges  were  small,  but  regular,  the 
whole  having  been  cultivated  with  a  spade. 

In  a  large  field  of  maize  near  the  road,  we  ol>- 
aerved  an  Indian  watching  his  snares,  which  were 
set  to  catch  the  red-headed  green  paroquets,  which 
are  very  numerous  in  this  province,  and  do  much 
Buschief  to  the  crops  of  com.    Just  as  we  had  ar- 


48 


tBAVEtS    IN    THE 


rived,  the  Indian  had  taken  a  paroquet  out  of  the 
snare,  which  he  brought  down  to  us,  but  the  bird 
was  BO  wild,  and  gave  Mr.  Cade  so  severe  a  bite  in 
the  finger,  that  we  left  him  with  the  Indian  to 
roast  for  his  supper.  The  snares  are  made  of  horse- 
hair, and  are  set  on  the  ground,  with  a  little  maize 
sprinkled  in  the  centre  as  a  bait,  and  the  birds  arc 
generally  caught  by  the  legs.  About  two  o'clock 
wo  arrived  at  the  village  of  Purace,  which  is  built 
on  a  small  plain,  or  a  tongue  of  land,  with  lofty 
mountains  in  its  neighbourhood  to  the  s.e.  Here 
we  took  quiet  possession  of  the  house  of  Francisco 
Figuero,  the  priest,  who  was  then  at  another  Indian 
village  called  Coconuco,  distant  about  two  leagues, 
to  attend  two  Indiana  who  were  dangerously  ill, 
and  administer  to  their  spiritual  comfort.  We 
found  two  young  women  at  the  cura's  house,  who  had 
received  orders  from  him  to  provide  every  thing  re- 
quisite for  us  duringour  stay  at  Furace,  which  orders 
we  found  punctually  obeyed  at  three  o'clock  ;  and 
the  mountain  air  and  long  ride  having  whetted  our 
appetites,  we  did  ample  justice  to  the  j 
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cheer.  After  dinner  we  walked  out  with  the  young 
ladies — one  of  whom  was  very  pretty — to  taste  the 
water  of  the  Rio  Vinagre,  or  Vinegar  River,  which 
pursues  its  course  to  the  westward  about  half  a  mile 
from  Purace,  in  a  small  valley ;  the  path  which 
leads  to  this  river  was  so  steep  and  slippery,  that 
we  could  scarcely  keep  on  our  legs,  and  Mr.  Cade 
and  Wallace  attempting  to  assist  the  ladies,  caused 
much  mirth.  The  water  of  the  Rio  Vinagre  is 
perfectly  clear,  but  its  flavour  fully  justifies  the 
name  given  it.  This  river  runs  into  the  Cauca 
about  four  leagues  to  the  eastward  of  Purace,  and 
in  consequence  of  the  mixing  of  its  acid  water  with 
that  of  the  Cauca,  no  flsh  are  to  be  found  in  ^he 
latter  river  for  several  leagues  below  Po^ayan. 
Baron  de  Humboldt  analyzed  the  water  of  this 
Rio  Vinagre,  and  found  it,  I  believe,  to  be  ferru- 
ginous, nitrous,  and  acidulated.  About  a  mile  from 
the  village  of  Purace,  there  is  a  fine  fall  in  this 
river,  of  which  we  got  an  excellent  view  a  little 
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higher  up  the  valley ;  there  are  also  two  other  falls 
above  this,  which  we  did  not  see.     We  found  the 
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ennagtaT  -nrj  eoU  ai  Purw<;  ««  bad  dunged 
•or  cfimatr.  a«  w  had  aacoided  ■rrentl  tlumtuid 
Act  ID  tnTdiiag  fnm  Pofstsa  to  ibis  vilLiftv,  and 
verv  not  man  tbao  tbne  bagDca  flma  the  MHt«y 
TOmmit  of  the  Pmarr  Pumm. 

At  dx  Dnl  — nuMjt.  ««  mmimed  our  nraira  to 
Tint  the  p«ranK>  and  tbr  volcano,  bavii^  an  ludiu 
for  PUT  goide.  Tbe  mad  wm.%  dreadfully  bnd.  aid 
»¥  had  not  proceeded  abore  half  way,  when  th«t« 

path  »)  stippny,  that,  after  going;  nnuiber  iallf 
league,  our  gmde  declared  «e  eoold  proceed  w> 
farther  with  the  mtdes.     We  then  made  an  c 
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at  the  priesf 8  house ;  the  rain  poured  incessantly, 
accompanied  by  loud  thunder  and  vivid  lightning, 
which  is  peculiarly  awful  in  the  midst  of  these 
mountains;  and,  to  make  matters  worse,  I  could 
not  find  a  single  book  in  the  cure's  house,  except- 
ing a  I^atin  bible  and  one  or  two  theological  tracts 
in  Latin.  It  reminded  me  o{  being  in  the  same 
melancholy  situation  twenty  years  since,  at  a  small 
inn  at  Lampeter,  in  South  Wales,  where  I  was 
staying  for  grouse-shooting  in  the  adjacent  moun- 
tains. The  rain  continued  every  day  for  a  week, 
and  the  only  book  I  could  procure,  was  "  Hervey'^s 
Meditations  among  the  Tombs'",  which,  with  the 
bad  weather,  gave  a  pressing  invitation  to  the  blue 
devils.  Young  Wallace  and  Mr.  Cade  passed  their 
time  very  merrily ;  the  former  played  well  on  the 
Spanish  guitar,  and  they  footed  it  away  with  the 
priest'^s  nieces,  I  believe,  till  near  two  in  the  morn- 
ing, surrounded  by  admiring  Indians.  The  po- 
pulation of  Puracd  amounted  to  about  700,  all  pure 
Indian  blood.  The  cottages  and  gardens  were  clean 
and  neat,  the  latter  regularly  laid  out,  and  well 
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tciicofl.  Ptiract'  was  alb^tber  the  nicest  Indian  vil- 
lage I  had  !;ooii  in  Columbia,  which,  I  beliere,  was  in 
great  measure  owing  to  the  good  qualities  of  the 
priest,  wlm  took  a  lively  interest  in  the  ireifare  of 
his  cnppcr-coloured  parishioners,  and  did  not  exact 
ton  mueli  money  from  these  poor  people.  The  cha- 
pel vai-  nlso  neat,  being  tiled  and  the  outside  white> 
washed.  The  two  livings  of  Purac4  and  Coconnco 
were  worth  about  800  dollars  per  annum,  an  ample 
income  in  these  retired  mountains,  besides  the  sd- 
vaiitafje  of  a  number  of  good  things  in  the  way  of 
presents,  always  sent  by  the  superetitious  Indians 
to  these   I'adres.      We  found   the   kitchen  full  of 
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round  their  fields  are  formed  of  *^  el  lechero"^,  or  the 
milk  tree ;  it  derives  its  name  from  a  liquid  of  that 
colour  oozing  out  of  it  when  you  break  a  branch. 
The  liquid  is  a  sharp  caustic ;  the  stakes  are  planted 
about  six  feet  in  height,  and  throw  out  young  shoots 
like  the  osier,  and,  when  pruned,  frequently  become 
very  thick,   and  make  an   excellent  fence.     The 
Indians  cultivate  wheat,  potatoes,   Indian  com  of 
two  or  three  sorts,  the  yuca  root,  from  the  flour  of 
which  nico  cakes  are  made,  and  other  vegetables. 
In  the  mountains  there  is  good  herbage  for  horses, 
mules,  sheep,  and  goats,  and  in  the  small  valleys 
the  pasturage  is  still  better.     The  Indians  who  re- 
side  in  these  cordilleras,  generally  enjoy  excellent 
health,  the  cUmate  is  cool,  the  water  very  piure,  and 
for  seven  months  in  the  year,  the  sun  smiles  on 
them  every  day.     In  the  wet  season,  which  imfor- 
tunately  had  now  commenced,  a  residence  in  the 
mountains  is  not  desirable  ;  but  these  rains  fertilize 
the  soil,  and  the  labour  of  the  cultivator  is  usually 
rewarded  by  an  abundant  crop.     The  Indian  rises 
.at  three  o'clock  in  the  morning,  takes  boiled  pota- 
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:c  Jake,  and  a  little  nilk  tat  hia  brrakfivt, 
"T  in  ihe  monui^  nntil  the  eveaing,  he 

hi-  rield^  vithoat  anv  food,  only  chew. 
'  "t*  the  coc*,  or  betdi  which  is  as  re. 

■.hi-m  as  lobacro  to  an  EngUsb  sailor. 
:>  have  a  great  afiection  for  man's  most 
r.-panioa.  the  dog.  You  generaUysee 
e  round  their  huts.  They  breed  a  great 
:!in'.  and  two  or  three  ftt  pigs  are  al- 
<  lenants  of  their  styes.  I  foiud  these 
xTiou^  turn,  seldom  smilmg,  and  very 
u[    unitbrmlr  good-tempered  and  ctTili 

.  to  oblige  US-     Dninkeiiness  is  theli 


PBOVXKCES    OF    COLUMBIA.  55 

was  brother  of  the  senator,  and  governor  of  the 
province  of  Buenaventura,  which  borders  on  the 
Pacific  Ocean.  He  received  us  with  great  frank- 
ness and  cordiality,  and  introduced  us  to  his  lady 
and  her  sister,  both  elegant  young  women.  The 
quinta  was  built  in  an  extensive  vale,  about  a 
mile  from  Coconuco ;  Colonel  Mosquera,  who  was 
fond  of  agriculture,  cultivated  a  large  portion  of 
the  land.  In  descending  some  steep  hills  towards 
the  house,  we  observed  a  flock  of  about  1000  small 
mountain  sheep,  which  were  feeding  on  a  good  short 
herbage.  These  hills  had  the  appearance  of  our 
Sussex  South  Downs.  The  wool  of  these  sheep  is 
manu&ctured  by  the  Indians  into  coarse  cloths, 
roanas,  and  flannel,  and  we  afterwards  found,  at  the 
coloneFs  table,  that  the  mutton  was  excellent,  and 
of  a  high  venison  flavour.  Colonel  Mosquera  told 
us,  that  the  estate  had  been  granted  by  Ximines 
de  Quesada,  the  conqueror  of  all  this  part  of 
America,  to  a  Spanish  marquis ;  that  it  was  seven 
Spanish  leagues  in  circumference,  including  some 
of  the  mountains.     The  estate  had  been  afterwards 


!  =A-e-^>l  gniK&tber,  fron  die 
:=:.  «ba  tbe  JesmU  were  expdkd 
.'.  '.<-c^ :  and  dut  be  fuppowd  it 
1 .  re  ihiB  3X000  ikJljn*,  indnding 
Li  ih:i:saiMi  sbHp,  btuldings,  &c. 
: :  ztiT  liii^  for  I  had  do  coDcvpdoa 
.  i::<i  uaTcs.  coold  be  had  eo  chc^ 
--r'-i  he  CMHid^nd  a  comfortable 
.-£  ::i  any  pan  of  tbe  world. 
: -crx  had  hu  &ce  bound  ap,  in  coose- 
>:  s-ouzui  be  bad  receired  from  a  mus- 
tr.tcTtd  hU  moQth.  carried  away  two 
:  pasj^  out  at  his  cheek,  as  be  was 
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which  was  there,  to  be  sent  immediately  to  Bolivar, 
in  Peru,  for  the  payment  of  his  army. 

Cclonel  Mosquera  stated,  that  having  received 
information  that  Aqualonga  meditated  an  attack  on 
the  town  of  Barbacoas,  which  is  situated  on  the 
right  bank  of  the  river  Falcombe,  he  hastened  there 
to  make  preparations  for  defending  the  place,  and 
to  inspire,  by  his  presence,  the  small  number  of 
troops  stationed  there  with  courage.  Barbacoas  is 
a  small  town,  and  the  valley  of  Pater,  in  which  it 
is  situated,  is  considered  one  of  the  most  unhealthy 
in  Columbia ;  a  stranger,  travelling  from  other  pro- 
vinces, can  seldom  cross  it  without  getting  a  severe 
intermittent  fever.  The  day  the  colonel  arrived  at 
Barbacoas,  he  received  information  that  Aqualonga 
intended  attacking  the  town  at  day-light  the  next 
morning,  and  that  for  this  purpose  he  had  collect- 
ed several  large  canoes  to  convey  his  troops  down 
the  river.  The  colonel  removed  his  quarters  in  the 
middle  of  the  night,  with  great  secrecy  and  pre- 
caution, to  a  large  square  house,  in  the  walls  of 
which  he  had  holes  made  for  the  soldiers  to  fire 
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through,  and  took  ofF  the  thatched  roof  to  prevent 
the  enemy  setting  fire  to  the  building.  All  the 
artillery  consisted  of  one  small  mountain  field- 
piece;  five  artillery-men,  forty  soldiers,  and  a  few 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  place  composed  the  gar« 
risen  of  this  little  fort,  who  were  all  determined  to 
make  a  desperate  defence,  being  well  aware  they 
should  receive  no  qiiiirter  frqm  Aqualonga  if  they 
surrendered. 

At  break  of  day,  as  was  expected,  Aqualonga 
came  down  in  canoes  to  attack  the  town,  and  on  his 
way  had  been  joined  by  200  negro  slaves,  who  had 
run  away  from  the  gold  mines,  and  were  in  hopes 
of  coming  in  for  a  share  of  the  expected  plunder  at 
the  taking  of  Barbacoas.  They  first  made  a  fu- 
rious attack  on  the  house  which  Colonel  M osquera 
had  quitted  in  the  night ;  Aqualonga  had  been  in- 
formed, by  his  spies,  of  the  colonePs  being  station- 
ed tlicre.  On  finding  out  his  mistake,  he  instantly 
attacked  the  square  house,  where  they  met  with  a 
warm  and  spirited  resistance,  and  the  post  was  de- 
fended with  great  bravery ;  the  colonel  setting  his 
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small  garrison  an  example  of  coolness  and  intre* 
pidity,  and  by  their  steady  fire,  they  killed  and 
wounded  so  many  of  the  enemy,  that  Aqualonga 
was  obliged  to  order  his  troops  to  retire.  As  soon 
as  the  colonel  observed  this  movement,  he  gallant- 
ly sallied  forth  at  the  head  of  his  men  to  annoy  the 
enemy  in  their  retreat ;  and  it  was  in  this  sally 
that  he  received  a  musket-ball  in  his  mouth,  from  a 
Pastuchian,  who  turned  round,  when  retreating, 
and  deliberately  took  aim  at  him.  A  Columbian 
officer,  a  Spaniard,  on  seeing  the  colonel,  as  he 
supposed,  mortally  wounded,  deserted  to  Aqualonga 
and  gave  him  information  of  this  circumstance, 
who  instantly  renewed  the  attack  on  the  house,  at 
the  same  time  setting  fire  to  all  the  dwellings  round 
the  little  fortress.  Colonel  Mosquera,  although  so 
severely  wounded,  exhorted  his  men  to  do  their 
duty,  and  they  succeeded  in  beating  off  Aqualonga 
a  second  time,  who  lefl  100  men  dead  in  the  square 
in  front  of  the  house.  This  second  retreat  came 
most  apropos  for  the  brave  little  garrison,  as  they 
had  nearly  e;iipended  all  their  ammiuiition.      On 
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iht  aide  of  Colonel  Moaqoera  thcce  mre  ten  hub 
killed  and  a  few  woonded.  AAer  the  ▼ictory,  the 
gillont  coloaers  ntiutum  wu  &r  fiom  enviible,  m 
be  wu  BuiTounded  l^  gmoldng  ruins,  wereaij 
wounded,  and  without  a  medicsl  nun  to  dzen  hit 
wound  ot  thoee  of  bis  soldien. 

Newly  thiee  weeks  eUpwd,  be&re  Mr.  Wdih,  an 
English  surgeon,  amved  from  Fopsy an  to  *'—""— 
Moaquera's  wound,  which  he  found  in  a  dreadful 
state,  although  a  priest  bad  applied  fomentations, 
and  extracted  two  or  three  small  bits  of  bone. 
However,  the  ColoneVs  excellent  constitution  got 
the  better  of  his  wounds,  and  be  was  now  able  to 
converse,  but  found  some  diiBculty  in  masticating 
bis  food. 

AqualoQga  was  taken  prisoner  with  a  few  of 
his  followers  by  a  detachment  of  the  regiment  of 
Cauca,  a  day  or  two  after  the  attack  on  Bar- 
bacoas  on  the  river  Patia,  and  was  afterwards  shot 
at  Popayan.  He  had  not  recovered  from  a  wound 
in  bis  leg  at  the  time  of  his  attacking  Barbacoaa. 
A  Spanish  colonel  who  had  accompanied  him  in 
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the  attack,  died  of  his  wounds  in  the  woods,  which 
was  the  fate  of  most  of  the  wounded.  The  Indian 
colonel,  Aqualonga,  had  risen  to  the  command  of 
the  Pastucians  solely  by  his  bravery,  activity,  en- 
terprismg  spirit,  and  knowledge  of  carrying  on  a 
mountain  warfare  against  the  Columbians,  and  as  a 
reward  for  his  services,  the  Court  of  Spain  gave  him 
the  commission  of  colonel,  the  uniform  of  which 
he  wore  on  particular  occasions.  Few  men  had 
shown  the  same  constancy,  perseverance,  and  zeal, 
in  fighting  for  the  cause  of  the  King  of  Spain  ;  and 
he  had  espoused  this  party  from  a  thorough  con- 
viction that  he  was  fighting  for  his  lawful  sovereign, 
and  for  the  established  religion  of  his  country. 

I  heard  that  Aqualonga  had  occasionally  dis- 
played  much  generosity  and  humanity  towards  his 
prisoners,  and  that  he  frequently  checked  the  fero- 
cious dispositions  of  his  soldiers,  who  were  moun- 
taineers, Indians,  and  runaway  negroes  from  the 
mines  of  the  South  of  Coliunbia.  When  Aqua- 
longa was  brought  prisoner  to  Popayan,  a  large 
crowd  collected  to  gaze  on  an  Indian  who  had  been 
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tlie  terror  nf  the  country  for  several  jean ;  and 
man  observing  his  peTwm,  which  was  Elioit,  snilldii 
features,  wliich   were  thick  nnd  ugly,   cxclAiined, 
"1$  that  the  ugly  little  fellow  that  has  alxrmed 
so  long  ? "     '■  Yes,"  replied  Aquiiioiiga,  dftrting. 
fierce  look  at  him  from  bia  Urge  black  eyes, 
this  anmll  body  is  the  heart  of  a  giant. "     When 
vas  condemned  to  be  shot,  he  reqiieoted  of  the 
vemor  of  Popayan  that  he  might  lie  allowed  to 
in  his  coloncIV  uniform,  which  request  woa  ki 
granted  to  him ;  and  juMt  before  he  was  shot, 
said,  if  be  had  twenty  livea,  he  was  reaily 
fice  tbcm  all  for  his  religion  and  the  King  of  S| 
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the  provinces  of  Buenaventura  and  Choco  would 
rise  in  some  thousands,  and  it  w^  then  their  inten- 
tion to  have  attacked  Quito,  and  have  made  a  di« 
version  in  favour  of  the  Spaniards  in  Peru. 

At  three  in  the  afternoon  of  the  day,  we  arrived 
at  Colonel  Mosquera's  quinta:  we  went  to  see  a 
singular  phaenomenon  of  nature  called  the  boiling 
water,  about  a  league  from  the  govemor'^s  house. 
The  road  to  this  hot  spring  was  very  bad  and  slip- 
pery,  and  we  had  also  some  difficulty  in  crossing 
the  small  river  Coconuco,  which,  from  the  recent 
heavy  rains,  had  become  quite  a  torrent,  and  almost 
carried  our  mules  off  their  legs.    The  beds  of  these 
rivers  are  most  uneven  and  rugged,  from  the  large 
rocks  and  stones  that  are  continually  washed  down 
from  the  mountains  in  the  rainy  season.      The  In- 
dians are  sometimes  drowned  in  attempting  to  cross 
the  mountain  torrents,  for  swimming  is  of  little 
avail  where  the  water  rushes  down  with  irresistible 
force,  carrying  every  thing  before  it.    The  aperture 
from  which  the  boiling  water  gushes  up  is  about 
three  feet  in  diameter ;  it  is  encrusted  with  brim- 
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Btone  all  round  its  brink,  rather  of  a  light  oolonr, 
of  which  we  broke  off  several  pieces  and  carried 
them  away.  The  hot  spring  bubbles  up  just  like  a 
pot  which  boils ;  I  put  my  finger  into  it  once,  but 
took  care  not  to  do  so  a  second  time.  Mr.  Cade 
boiled  an  egg  in  it  for  three  minutes  and  a  half, 
and  it  was  rather  hard  in  that  time.  The  learned 
Caldas  analysed  this  spring,  and  found  it  composed 
of  sulphur  and  salt,  and  when  the  water  is  exposed 
some  time  to  the  sun,  the  sulphur  evaporates  and 
leaves  good  white  salt.  This  spring  is  in  a  narrow 
valley,  the  sides  of  which  are  so  steep  that  we 
were  obliged  to  dismount  from  our  mules,  and  slide 
down  as  well  as  we  could,  the  path  being  extremely 
greasy. 

On  our  return,  Colonel  Mosquera  introduced  us 
to  the  lineal  descendant  of  the  Caciques  of  Coco- 
nuco  before  the  conquest  of  the  country  by  the 
Spaniards.  He  was  a  fine  stout  man  about  forty 
years  of  age,  with  an  aquiline  nose  and  large  black 
eyes.  This  family  had  resided  on  the  same  farm 
ever  since  the  conquest,  and  was  held  in  much  ve- 
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neration  by  the  Indians  of  Coconuco,  and  the  Co- 
lonel spoke  much  in  praise  of  this  Indian  royal  fa- 
mily. They  gave  the  descendants  of  the  Caciques 
the  title  of  Don,  and  they  paid  no  capitation  tax 
under  the  Spanish  Government.  Our  dinner  was 
served  on  handsome  china,  luid  the  colonel  and  his 
lady  sat  at  the  opposite  ends  of  the  table  after  the 
English  fashion,  which  custom  his  brother  the  sena- 
tor was  introducing  at  Popayan.  Our  host  re- 
gretted much  that  we  should  have  paid  him  a  visit 
in  the  rainy  season,  as  he  had  a  small  pack  of  deer 
hounds,  and  could  have  given  us  some  good  hunt- 
ing,  but  in  the  state  of  the  country  it  was  im- 
possible to  ride.  We  saw  at  the  colonel's  quinta 
several  of  the  lama,  which  are  used  by  the  Indians 
in  Upper  Peru  to  carry  small  burthens,  and  may  be 
called  the  camel  or  dromedary  of  that  country. 
They  were  very  tame  and  handsome  in  their  appear- 
ance, walking  in  a  stately  manner.  Mr.  Cade  teazed 
the  old  female  lama,  and  made  her  spit  at  him. 

In  a  conversation  I  had  with   Colonel   Mos- 
quera  respecting  the  province  of  Buenaventura,  of 

VOL.    II.  F 


66  TBAVELS   IN   THE 

which  he  was  governor,  he  said,  that  there  were  a 
great  many  venomous  snakes  in  the  woods  and  sa- 
vannahs,  and  one  particularly  bold  and  dreaded  by 
the  inhabitants,  called  the  guascaina,  which  fre- 
quently attains  the  length  of  nine  or  ten  feet,  and 
nine  inches  in  diameter.  The  guascaina  has  the 
power  of  raising  itself  upright,  by  the  aid  of  two 
fangs,  which  he  has  below  the  head,  and  in  this  po- 
sition he  waits  for  his  prey  near  the  roads  and  paths, 
darting  with  great  velocity  on  any  thing  that  passes. 
A  negro  who  was  just  married,  and  had  been 
dancing  the  whole  night  at  his  wedding,  went,  early 
in  the  morning,  a  short  distance  into  the  wood, 
when  suddenly  the  people  in  the  house  were  alarm- 
ed by  hearing  him  shriek  dreadfully.  On  going  to 
the  spot,  they  found  a  large  guascaina  snake  had 
seized  him  by  the  neck.  They  attacked  the  guas- 
caina with  their  manchettcs,  and  killed  him,  but  the 
poor  negro  died  of  the  wounds  inflicted  by  this  ve- 
nomous creature.  Another  negro  of  that  province 
had  displayed  considerable  strength  and  courage 
when  attacked  by  one  of  these  snakes.     He  seized 
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him  round  the  neck  with  both  his  hands  and  pre- 
vented the  monster  biting  him,  roaring  loudly  for 
assistance  to  some  of  his  companions,  who  were  at 
no  great  distance  cutting  wood.  Some  of  them  ran 
with  their  long  knives,  and  soon  ended  the  contest, 
and  the  negro,  by  his  wonderful  presence  of  mihd, 
escaped  being  bitten.  These  anecdotes  were  re- 
lated to  me  by  Colonel  Mosquera,  who  added,  that 
in  travelling  over  the  mountains  from  the  port  of 
Buenaventura  to  Calli,  by  a  road  that  is  seldom 
traversed,  owing  to  its  dangerous  passes,  they  killed 
twenty  snakes  of  different  species  and  sizes,  and 
two  or  three  of  the  black  hunting  snake,  two  of  the 
aques,  and  three  of  the  coral,  or  orange  and  black 
spotted  snake.  The  large  spotted  panther  is  found 
in  the  province  of  Buenaventura.  Colonel  Mos- 
quera begged  my  acceptance  of  a  blow-pipe,  with 
several  small  poisoned  arrows,  not  more  than  eight 
inches  in  length,  which  had  been  given  him  by  an 
Indian  chief  in  the  province  of  Buenaventura. 
The  arrows  are  poisoned  with  a  moisture  which 
exudes  from  the  back  of  a  small  green  frog  found 
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in  '  the  provinces  of  Buenayentuim  and  Chocou 
When  the  Indians  want  to  get  this  poison  from  the 
frog,  they  put  him  near  a  small  fire,  and  the  mens- 
tore  soon  appears  on  his  back,  in  which  they  dip 
the  points  of  the  small  arrows,  and  so  subtle  is  this 
poison,  that  a  jaquar  or  panther  whose  blood  is 
toudbed  by  one  of  these  poisoned  arrowy  soon  be- 
comes convulsed  and  dies.  But  in  hunting  the 
tiger,  panther,  bear,  wild  boar,  &c.  the  Indians 
make  use  of  larger  arrows  with  the  blow-pipe^  and 
also  carry  with  them  the  bow  and  arrow  and  long 
spears.  The  arrows  are  always  poisoned ;  a  little 
cotton  is  put  neatly  round  the  lower  end  of  the 
arrow,  in  lieu  of  feathers,  to  make  it  go  steadily 
through  the  air,  and  about  an  inch  of  the  point  is 

spiral. 

Colonel  Mosquera  told  me  that  the  Indians  had 
only  a  fiiint  idea  of  religion,  but  still  their  minds 
were  impressed  with  the  belief  that  a  good  deity  re- 
sided in  the  heavens,  and  a  bad  one  below  the  earth. 

As  there  was  no  chance  of  improvement  in  the 
weather,  and  as  the  roads  would  be  getting  wcnrae 
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each  day,  we  took  leave  of  the  gallant  coloneFs 
family  the  following  morning,  and  moimted  our 
mules  to  return  to  Popayan ;  the  colonel  and  his 
brother  accompanied  us  for  a  couple  of  leagues ; 
when  we  bade  adieu  to  these  polite  and  hospitable 
gentlemen,  regretting,  on  both  sides,  that  we 
had  seen  so  little  of  each  other.  Our  journey  back 
to  Popayan  was  most  disagreeable,  as  it  rained  in 
torrents  nearly  the  whole  way,  and  our  mules,  from 
the  exceeding  slippery  state  of  the  roads,  were  on 
their  sides  or  haunches  every  minute,  and  we  were 
all  heartily  rejoiced  when  we  arrived  at  Popayan  in 
the  afternoon.  We  received,  the  next  morning, 
a  visit  from  the  bishop  of  Popayan,  who  fixed  on 
the  Simday  for  our  dining  with  him  in  state,  at  his 
palace,  on  which  occasion  he  told  me  all  the  dis- 
tinguished characters  of  the  place  should  be  invited. 
The  bishop  was  a&  usual  very  kind,  and  endea- 
voured to  find  out  if  we  wanted  any  thing,  and 
said  he  should  be  extremely  angry  if  we  applied  to 
any  other  person.  We  had  also  frequent  morning 
visits  from  Dr.  Wallace.     I  generally  called  on 
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hm  every  day,  and  frequently  fiiiind  lum  employed 
in  giving  advice  and  medicine  gratis  to  the  poor 
of  the  town  and  neighbourhood.  The  doctor  one 
day  told  me,  he  had  not  tasted  roaat  beef  or  plmn- 
pudding  for  above  twenty  years.  On  hearing  thisi 
I  invited  him  and  his  son  to  come  and  dine  with  ua 
in  a  scrambling  way,  as  we  had  but  a  small  canteen 
lor  two  psrsons,  and  promised  that  he  should  have 
roast  beef  and  a  plum-pudding  dressed  by  an  English 
cook,  if  we  could  manage  to  get  raisins.  These  the 
doctor  engaged  to  procure,  the  pudding  was  made, 
and  would  not  have  disgr^iced  any  English  table 
on  a  Christmas-day,  and  I  never  saw  a  man  enjoy 
his  dinner  more  than  our  friend  the  doctor ;  he  said, 
he  never  expected  to  have  partaken  of  these  good 
things  again.  The  cook  contrived  to  roast  the 
beef  very  well  by  means  of  a  string.  I  had  the 
pleasure  of  the  doctor's  company,  with  his  son^s, 
several  times  during  our  residence  at  Popayan,  and 
always  took  care  to  have  a  large  plum-pudding  on 
the  table.  At  last  the  doctor  got  the  receipt  for 
making  this  delicacy  from  Edle ;  he  made  sad  com- 
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plaints  that  his  wife  would  interfere,  and  that  the 
manufacture  was  any  thing  but  an  English  plum- 
pudding.  However,  one  morning  the  doctor  called 
on  me  highly  delighted,  having  made  the  ex- 
periment by  himself  the  day  before,  and  succeeded 
to  admiration.  The  doctor  added,  "  I  had  much 
difficulty  in  preventing  that  old  busy  devil  of  a  wife 
of  mine  from  again  spoiling  my  pudding.**^  En- 
glishmen, who  have  lived  for  four  and  twenty 
years  amongst  foreigners,  know  how  to  appreciate 
the  good  things  which  John  Bull  thinks  little  of, 
being  accustomed  to  see  them  in  England  every  day 
of  his  life. 

In  this  province,  and  in  that  of  Timara,  the  storax, 
called  by  the  Spaniards  ^^  estoraque'",  is  found ;  this 
is  an  odoriferous  substance  exuding  from  a  tree  of 
common  growth  in  these  provinces.  The  nuns  of 
Popayan  make  a  variety  of  birds  and  animals  with 
this  resinous  substance,  in  the  formation  and  exe- 
cution of  which  they  display  much  taste.  Their 
artificial  flowers  of  shells  and  muslin,  are  also  veiry 
beautiful^  a  selection  of  which  I  purchased.  Some  of 
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the  Pastudan  wooden  bowls  are  to  be  admixed  lor 
the  dq^ance  of  the  bixda  and  flowers  punted  on 
tfaem  and  highly  varnished,  but  are  not  equal  to 
those  manufiM^tured  at  Timanu  It  is  rather  di£. 
ficult  to  procure  them  at  present,  as  almost  all  the 
Pastucian  workmen  in  this  line  have  been  cither 
killed  or  have  abandoned  the  country. 

m 

On  Sunday  we  went  at  fiour  o^dock,  to  dine  with 
the  bishop,  where  we  met  all  the  personages  of 
rank  of  the  place,  ecclesiasticd,  dvil,  and  military, 
assembled  together  to  partake  of  the  good  things 
of  Sir  lUustrissimo.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that  all  the 
guests  were  feasted  with  choice  delicades  firom 
various  quarters  both  far  and  near*  The  priests 
of  the  different  towns  and  villages  in  the  bishop- 
rick  make  a  point  of.  sending,  as  presents  to  their 
bishop,  any  thing  particularly  choice  which  can 
be  procured  in  their  respective  neighbourhoods ; 
and  the  range  to  forage  over  for  these  good  things 
is  very  wide,  as  the  bishoprick  extends  over  the 
provinces  of  Popayan,  Buenaventura,  Choco, 
and  Antioquia.     The  fete  was  worthy  of  the  ge- 
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ncrous   hospitality    of  the  bishop,   and   notwith- 
standing the  presents,  must  have  been  got  up  at  a 
great  expense.     There  were  fish  and  firuits  which 
I  had  never  seen  before,  sent  from  the  valley  of 
Cauca,  and  all  these  choice  bits  were  plentifully 
moistened  by  the  bishop^s  old  Malaga  and  several 
other  sorts  of  Spanish  wines;   and  on  this  grand 
occasion   the  bottles   made  a  wider  circuit   than 
when  we  dined  at  the  bishop^s  country-house.     At 
eight  oVlock  we  took  leave  of  our  host ;   and  Mr. 
Cade  declared  he  was  the  pleasantest  bishop  he 
had  ever  met  in  his  travels.     I  found  his  secretary, 
the  ci-devant  captain  of  Spanish  dragoons,  im- 
prove much  on  acquaintance ;  he  was  jocose  and 
full  of  humour,  and  passed  the  wine  quickly,  ob- 
serving, that  the  English  dearly  loved  a  good  glass 
of  wine,  while  it  required  no  great  penetration  to 
discover  that  he  was  no  practical  friend  to  absti- 
nence and  fasting. 

The  palace  of  the  bishop  was  not  large,  but  well 
furnished.  It  had  suffered  much,  and  been  plun- 
dered during  the  bishop's  absence  in  Paste,  when 
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he  was  fgliting  at  the  head  of  the  PaMucians  in  tho 
cause  in  Spain.  The  onismentt  in  the  privatv 
chnpel  were  cliastc,  and  not  overloaded  with  tawdry 
^Idcd  saints  and  bad  paintings.  There  was  a 
large  corridor  round  the  ground  buildings,  and  two 
wings  of  these  buildings  were  nppro])riatcd  to  a 
public  school  for  boys,  to  whom  the  bishop  de- 
voted a  great  part  of  his  time,  und  in  the  iirogrcw 
of  whose  studies  he  took  much  interest.  I 

October  23rd.     Colonel  Ortega,  the   governor^ 
called  on  me,  and  said  he  should  have  much  plea- 
sure in  shewing  me  the  National  School  of  Popayan, 
on  the  Lancssterian  syetem,  which  offer  I  gUcUy  ao?  _ 
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were  examined  before  us  in  arithmetic,  mathe- 
matics, and  reading,  by  their  captains,  and  their 
performance  in  these  different  branches  of  study 
was  highly  creditable.  The  school-room  was  large, 
well  white-washed,  and  clean  in  every  part.  Twelve 
Indian  boys  were  at  one  time  sent  to  this  school  to 
be  educated,  but  remained  only  a  short  time,  the 
confinement  being  too  great  for  them,  and  they  re- 
turned to  their  mountains.  I  saw  no  negroes 
among  the  boys,  the  reason  of  which  I  could  not 
ascertain.  Colonel  Ortega  was  much  pleased  with 
the  eulogiums  we  bestowed  on  this  public  seminary, 
which  was  certainly  the  best  regulated  I  had  seen 
in  Columbia.  The  governor  frequently  visited  this 
school,  and  observed  to  me  that  Ee  looked  to  edu- 
cation as  the  only  means  of  recovering  from  bar- 
barism the  lower  orders  in  Columbia. 

We  also  visited  the  Government  mint  at  Po- 
payan,  and  saw  the  workmen  go  through  the  whole 
process  of  coining ;  all  the  machinery  is  very  an- 
tiquated, being  the  same  which  the  Spaniards  had 
used  ever  since  the  conquest  of  the  country.     The 
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Government  was,  at  this  time,  building  a  new  mint, 
and  intended  to  adopt  s  new  system  of  coining, 
both  at  this  place  and  at  Bogotii.  The  master  of 
the  mint  was  a  well  bred  old  man,  who  had  mar- 
ried a  Spanish  lady,  Bister  of  Count  O'Donucl 
who  formerly  commanded  an  army  in  Spain.  On 
this  occasion  they  made  a  plentifid  display  of  dou- 
bloons, but  as  a  great  deal  of  the  gold  collected 
from  the  mines  of  the  Houthern  provinces  is  sent  to 
be  coined  here,  paying  a  fifth  of  the  Talue  to  Go- 
vernment, I  could  not  draw  an  inference  from  this 
show  of  money  that  the  finances  of  the  province 
were  in  a  flourishing  state. 

This  morning  we  paid  a  visit  to  a  respectable 
merchant  of  the  town,  and  were  much  surprised  to 
find  his  brother  playing  on  a  fine  toned  piano-forte 
of  Broadwood's,  which  he  said  was  the  only  one  in 
the  town,  and  had  cost  him  at  least  1200  Spanish 
dollars.  It  bod  been  brought  from  England  to 
Guyaquil,  and  was  then  sent  in  a  small  coaster 
to  Buenaventura,  whence  it  had  been  carried 
on   the  bocks  of  negroes  over  the   mountains   to 


0 

PROVINCES   OF   COLUMBIA.  77 

Popayan.  This  gentleman  was  a  native  of  Chili, 
but  having  married  a  Popayan  lady  had  established 
himself  as  a  merchant  in  the  place. 

We  were  now  very  comfortably  settled  at  Po- 
payan for  the  rainy  season ;  the  rain  generally  came 
on  about  four  in  the  afternoon,  and  lasted  until  day- 
light in  the  morning,  when  a  fine  bright  sun,  unob- 
scured  by  a  single  cloud,  made  every  thing  look 
gay  and  cheerftil,  and  a  walk  before  breakfast  was 
particularly  pleasant,  when  the  air  was  scented  with 
a  thousand  delicious  perfiimes  from  the  wild  shrubs 
and  flowers  which  grow  most  luxuriantly  on  the  hills 
close  to  the  town.  We  certainly  had  not  much 
merit  in  early  rising,  as  a  multitude  of  fleas  were 
our  constant  tormentors  all  night,  and  these  lively 
companions  allowed  us  but  little  rest.  The  niguas 
were  also  very  troublesome  in  perforating  our  toes, 
and  two  or  three  times  a  week  we  had  them  ex- 
tracted with  a  needle  by  a  half  Indian  lad  named 
Joaquin,  who  is  now  living  with  me  in  England. 
This  boy  was  very  expert  in  taking  out  these  little 
insects  from  under  the  naUs.  A  sensation  of  itching 
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.r-.n  gives  Dodce  that  the  nigii*  has  pe- 
1  :'ie  -kin.  And  tn  looking  dose  to  the  put 
.\  -::j:iI1  vhite  substance  under  the  naiL  To 
-  <:u'.  without  breaking  is  rather  a  difficult 
r..  Kit  >Fi3aquiii  seldom  &iled,  and  the  nigua 
:r.  till.-  middle  of  its  ^gs,  for  this  is  the  white 
If.  has  when  extracted  the  appearance  of 
'  \-:at].  Burnt  tobacco  ashes  are  rubbed  in 
ir.A.  :ind  in  two  or  three  days  the  bole  closes. 
tl;i^  abominable  insect  be  allowed  to  reEoain 
ti:<.ie  in  the  toes,  the  eggs  would  hatch,  and 
u:i-  increase  so  fast  they  would  soon  eat  away 
of  the  tw.  untl  iK-rhai 
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on  my  return  one  morning  from  an  early  walk  I 
was  accosted  by  an  elderly  gentleman,  who  enquired 
if  I  were  Colonel  Hamilton.  Having  been  an- 
swered in  the  afHrmative,  he  requested  a  few  mi- 
nutes'* conversation  on  a  subject  of  considerable  im- 
portance. I  conducted  the  gentleman  up  stairs, 
when  he  informed  me  with  a  very  serious  counte- 
nance that  Mr.  Cade  had  been  too  assiduous  in  his 
attentions  to  a  very  pretty  young  pulpera,  or  shop- 
keeper, who  lived  a  few  doors  from  us.  I  replied 
that  I  never  interfered  in  affairs  of  gallantry.  He 
then  stated,  that  the  young  woman  was  married, 
and  that  he  had  sent  her  husband  to  sell  dry  goods 
for  him  at  Calli  and  Bonga  in  the  Valley  of  Cauca, 
and  that  the  husband,  during  his  absence,  had  com- 
mitted his  wife  to  his  charge,  and  that  he  hoped  I 
would  forbid  Mr.  Cade'^s  visiting  her;  we  then 
parted. 

A  few  days  afterwards,  I  observed  that  the  young 
pulpera  was  removed  from  her  shop  with  all  its  con- 
tents, and  to  my  surprise  discovered  that  the  young 
girl  was  not  married,  but  was  the  mistress  of  the 
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amorous  old  merchant,  vbld  «t  oooc  ezplaincd 
motives  for  the  gratleaon's  gmt  inxicty  sbom  the 
young  shopke<?per. 

This  young  pulpera  vas  th«  bmdBanwst  and  beet 
made  girl  of  her  class  tliat  I  had  seen  at  Pop&yan, 
with  fine  Urge  black  cye«,  and  a  set  of  teeth  white 
as  ivory,  which  showed  she  did  not  follow  the  fashion 
of  smoking,  hkc  most  nf  the  women  in  ber  situation 
of  hfe. 

Nov.  8.     Received  a  visit  from  the  bishop  a 
in  the  morning,  who  mentioned  that  he  was  going 
to  call  on  itic  lady  abbess  of  the  order  of  EI  Car- 
men, the  Cannehtc  order,  which  convent  was  ncarif 
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On  our  arrival  at  the  convent  gate,  the  bishop 
sent  for  the  lady  abbess,  and  told  her  through 
the  locatoire  who  I  was,  and  that  he  wished  to  shew 
me  tV  convent  garden  ;  when  she  immediately 
sent  for  the  keys  of  the  great  entrance  door,  of 
which  there  are  two,  one  kept  by  the  lady  abbess, 
and  the  other  by  one  of  the  senior  nuns,  which  open 
diiferent  locks.  The  moment  the  gate  was  opened 
a  small  bell  rang,  which  was  the  signal  for  all  the 
nuns  to  retire  to  their  cells,  that  they  might  not  be 
seen,  agreeably  to  the  rules  of  their  order.  The 
lady  abbess  also  retired,  and  left  me  alone  with 
the  bishop.  We  walked  round  the  garden,  which 
was  kept  very  neat  and  nice,  with  rows  of  large 
orange-trees  round  it,  and  at  short  intervals  under 
the  trees  small  benches  were  placed  for  the  nuns  to 
ait  on,  and  indulge  in  their  melancholy  reflections, 
probably  often  regretting  they  had  been  prevailed 
on  to  perform  such  severe  penance  for  their  lives  as 
the  order  of  El  Carmen  enjoins.  The  garden  was 
full  of  beautiftil  flowers,  which  the  nuns  cultivated 
for  their  amusement.     We  walked  from  the  garden 
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to  the  refectory :  the  cloth  was  laid,  and  I  saw  some 
pieces  of  darh-coloured  bread  on  the  table.  At  the 
head  of  It  was  placetl  a  human  skull.  Perhaps  at 
some  of  our  civic  feasts,  it  might  be  well  for  the 
guests  if  a  skull  graced  the  top  and  bottom  of  the 
table  ;  it  might  prevent  some  of  them  taking  their 
third  bason  of  turtle  soup,  lent  apoplexy  should 
transform  their  plump  rosy  cheeks  into  such  an  un- 
sightly otgeet.  The  bishop  regretted  that  he  could 
not  shew  me  the  whole  convent,  no  man  having  ad,- 
mittance  inside,  but  himself  and  a  medical  gentle- 
man to  attend  the  nuns  when  they  were  ill.  Jusl 
as  we  were  going  from  the  convent,  the  lady  ab- 
bess came  to  take  leave  of  us,  and  for  a  moment 
raised  her  black  veil.  I  should  say  that  she  bad 
beou  in  her  younger  days  handsome,  having  good 
eyes  and  regular  features  ;  she  appeared  about  lifty. 
She  kissed  the  bielmp's  band.  The  bishop  after- 
wards told  me  that  she  bad  been  twenty  years  in 
the  nunnery  i  that  she  belonged  to  one  of  the  first 
families  of  Calli,  and  was  a  pious  good  woman. 
This  convent  had  been  veiy  rich  in  lands,  mines. 
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and  ready  money,  previous  to  the  breaking  out  of 
the  civil  war.  One  Spanish  goremor  of  the  pro- 
vince carried  off  to  Quito  200,000  dollars,  which 
they  never  recovered.  Every  Friday  the  nuns  of 
El  Carmen  discipline  themselves ;  and  from  their 
bad  living  and  constant  fasting,  most  ci  them  are 
in  a  feeble  state  of  health,  although  some  of  the 
number  have  attained  a  great  age.  They  are 
dressed  in  Mack,  and  if  I  may  judge  from  the 
constant  ringing  of  the  bell,  I  should  say  they  were 
praying  night  and  day. 

When  I  told  Mosquera  that  I  had  been  in  the 
convent  garden,  he  was  quite  astonished,  never 
having  heard  of  any  man  but  the  medical  attendant 
being  admitted  within  the  walls,  and  remarked  it 
was  a  proof  of  the  bishop'^s  wish  to  shew  me  every 
kind  of  civility. 

We  called  the  next  morning  on  our  friend  Dr. 
Wallace,  and  found  him  looking  at  a  horse  which 
an  Indian  had  brought  from  his  farm,  where  be 
kept  him  at  grass.  The  doctor  related  an  anec« 
dote  of  this  Indian,  as  a  proof  of  his  attachment 
to  him.     When  the  Spaniards  had  possessien  of 
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Popayan,  they  found  out  that  Dr.  Wallace  had  a 
good  horse  at  grass,  under  the  care  of  this  iDdian, 
which  they  Bent  a  seijeant  and  party  to  seize  fur 
the  use  of  the  cavalry ;  but  on  searching  all  over 
the  Indian's  farm  they  were  unable  to  find  it.  On 
this  they  went  to  his  hut,  and  accused  him  of  having 
concealed  the  animal,  which  he  stoutly  denied ; 
they  tied  him  up  to  a  tree  and  gave  him  100  coups 
de  baton  to  make  him  confess  where  it  was,  but  the 
Indian  still  persisting  in  his  first  story,  tbey  left 
him,  believing  it  was  not  on  the  farm.  This  fiuth- 
ful  Indian  suspecting  that  the  Spaniards  would  take 
the  horse  away,  concealed  him  every  day  in  a  cave 
in  a  small  wood,  and  at  night  turned  him  out  to 
grass,  but  when  the  Spaniards  were  driven  out  of 
Popayan,  delivered  him  to  the  doctor.  This  story 
of  course  opened  all  our  purses.  The  Indian  was 
a  fine  stout-looking  man  with  lai^e  features  and 
good  open  countenance.  He  had  a  wife  and  two 
or  three  children,  and  was  in  comfortable  circum- 
stances. 

The  Indians  make  good  servants  when  o 
form  an  attachment  for   the  family. 


'hen  once  they 
Dr.  Wallace 
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JeatMuieJ  to  get  one.  Tker  dmiglit  iIkt  had 
wrcrried,  haTii^  finmd  a  bor  of  wtrat 
old,  vbo  kad  neither  &ther  nor  aMthcr,  and 
dien  fiTing  with  his  graiid&ther.  The  coioiid 
had  him  brou^t  to  the  Tillage  of  Coconucok  in* 
teo£iig  to  send  him  to  me  at  Popayan,  by  the 
fiist  oppofrtunity,  bat  before  this  could  be  effected, 
he  contrived  to  escape  into  the  mountains,  and 
eoold  not  be  heard  of.  The  Indians  delight  in 
the  solitude  of  their  mountains,  and  have  an  aver* 
sion  from  a  regular  life  in  large  towns. 
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With  all  niy  exertions,  backed  by  the  bishop,  I 
was  unnble  to  get  an  Indian  boy.  A  great  many  of 
the  Indians  come  to  Popayan  with  their  families, 
to  be  hired  to  work  on  the  estates  of  the  Mosquera 
and  Arboleda  families  in  the  plains.  The  men 
earn  ninepence  per  day,  and  after  remaining  for 
six  weeks  or  two  months,  return  to  their  huts  in  the 
mountains. 

I  saw  at  Dr.  Wallace's,  in  large  hollow  canes,  a 
quantity  of  the  rcaina  ela£tica,  or  Indiaa-nibber 
in  its  liquid  state.  It  bad  the  appearance  of  cream, 
though  rather  darker  in  colour.  The  Indians  fre- 
quently brought  the  liquid  in  canes  to  Popayan  from 
the  adjacent  forests,  where  it  is  obtained  by  tapping 
a  tree  containing  the  fluid.  The  doctor's  eldest  son 
had  blown  bladders  of  a  considerable  size  from  this 
fluid,  which  were  so  light  and  buoyant  as  when 
thrown  up  to  remain  suspended  a  short  time  in  the 
air.  The  roanas  and  other  parts  of  men's  dress 
are  lined  with  this  Indian -rubber,  which  renders 
them  impervious  to  the  rain.  The  doctor  had  also 
made   many  experiments  with   the   Pitoyan  bark. 
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viudi  lie  OHndend  cif  s  Lbss.  ^riaibt  is  tihwii  .iim. 
tfajD  the  Jeemu  fani:.  ^dnrx  k  prfcnred  in  i^ 
ne^fabomiKiod  cf  Looti.  m  dc:  StBizaen  cf  Pern, 
near  GnraqniL 

The  momiudni  of  Psfnrai.  vhen-  thk  bni  if 
in  great  abimdaDoe.  are  throe  dajf'  jooneir  i»  d^ 
west  of  Poparan.  ^rhes  the  Spaniartk  had 
KanoD  of  the  ocnotzT.  the  gorcnmod 
the  baik,  but  at  prescst,  I  befirre,  do  one  is  re- 
ilncted  from  procmiBg  it :  and  as  the  cxpottatiai  cf 
this  drug  ha&  bees  foond  an  unprofitable  qwmlatioa 

from  the  distance  and  difficnltr  of  land-caniage,  Teiy 
little  of  it  is  made  use  of^exixpdngfbr  the  inhabitants 

of  the  adjacent  {miTinces  in  cases  of  intennittent  feu 
vers.  Dr«  WaUace  gave  me  some  of  the  ertivct 
of  the  Pitoyan  bark  to  take,  should  any  of  us  be 
ittacked  by  fever  in  passing  through  the  valley  of 
Canca  and  over  the  province  of  Mariquita. 

Nov.  17th.  We  received  this  day  the  infor- 
mation that  a  young  Popayan  merchant,  who  had 
left  the  town  eight  days  before  with  several  mules 
laden  with  dry  goods,  English  linens  and  cottons, 


s  way  to  Quito,  had  been  murdered  by  a  party 
of  Fastucians  at  a  house  where  he  slept.  The 
merchant  had  left  Popayan  in  company  with  several 
Fastucians,  and  an  escort  of  a  non-commissioned 
officer  and  seven  soldiers,  and  hod  in  cash  6  or  7OOO 
dollars  belonging  to  Mr.  Arbolcda  of  Popayan, 
which,  it  was  conjectured,  the  Fastucians  had  by 
some  means  discovered.  On  arriving  at  a  small 
house  in  a  very  solitary  situation,  the  Pastucians 
pretended  their  mules  were  tired,  and  prevailed  on 
the  unfortunate  merchant  to  remain  at  this  place 
for  the  night,  contrary  to  his  wish,  as  he  was  anxious 
to  have  proceeded  farther.  It  was  supposed  thai 
one  or  two  of  the  Pastucians  left  the  house  in  tlie 
night  to  give  information  w  the  robbers  in  the 
neighbourhood,  who  attacked  the  party,  took  the 
soldiers  by  surprise,  who  immediately  fled  into  the 
woods,  leaving  the  ]wot  merchant  to  be  butchered 
by  these  miscreants. 

The  Fastucians  are  a  brave  people,  but  very 
treacherous ;  so  much  so,  that  latterly  the  Colum- 
bian government  had  only  trusted  to  keeping  the 
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province  in  subjection  by  having  s  considerable 
miliUry  force  Blwajrs  stationed  kt  Futo,  under  one 
of  their  most  active  officers,  as  it  was  found  useless 
to  enter  into  treaties  with  a  people  who,  on  the  first 
favourable  opportunity,  were  ready  to  take  up  grns 
and  violate  them.  On  one  occasion,  in  the  begin- 
ning of  the  war,  the  officers  of  the  flank  company 
of  the  ref^m^it  of  Cauca  were  invited  to  a  dinner 
by  the  Pastucian  officers  in  their  lines,  two  leagues 
distant  The  Columbian  officers  accepted  the  iii> 
vitation,  excepting  an  Englishman  of  the  name  of 
Brown,  who  happened  to  be  unwell  at  the  time; 
after  dinner,  one  of  the  officers  heard  a  Pastucian 
whispering  to  another,  that  he  should  like  to  have 
for  his  share  the  captain's  jacket,  as  it  had  a  great 
deal  of  gold  lace  on  it, — on  hearing  this,  and  feel- 
ing convinced  that  some  treachery  was  intended, 
he  jumped  up,  seised  his  sword  to  defend  himself, 
and  recommended  his  brother  officers  to  do  the 
same,  and  endeavour  to  cut  their  way  through  the 
Paatucians.  A  desperate  struggle  immediately 
commenced,  but  more  Fastucians  rushing  in  to  the 
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ssststuDce  of  their  comrades,  the  whole  of  the  Co- 
lutnbian  ufticers  were  killed,  afler  de&nding  them- 
selveG  in  the  most  gullant  manner.  The  captain  of 
the  light  company,  who  first  seieed  his  sword,  was 
named  Pineon,  and  he  killed  three  of  the  Pas- 
tucians  before  he  fell  covered  with  wounds. 

I  have  heard  from  travellers,  that  the  province  of 
Pasto  now  preseiibj  a  moat  desolate  picture  of  the 
miseries  of  a  fierce  civil  war ;  that  nothing  is  to  be 
seen  but  the  ruins  of  villages  and  houses,  the  farms 
once  Well  cultivated,  deserted;  and  that  nearly  all 
the  population  is  extirpated.  Vast  numbers  of  those 
menwho  were  made  prisoners  were  scut  to  Venezuela. 
Carthagena,  and  Panama,  where  the  hot  climate 
soon  terminated  the  career  of  these  sujierstitious 
deluded  creatures,  as  the  temi>erature  of  the  pro- 
vince of  Posto  is  moderate,  even  some  degrees  cool- 
er than  Popayan.  Considerable  quantities  of  wheal 
were  grown  in  that  province,  a  great  deal  of  which 
was  sent  to  Popayan  and  the  valley  of  Cauca,  and 
the  people,  previous  to  this  war,  were  comfortable 
itnd  easy  in  their  circiunslances. 


PEOVINCES    OF    COLUMBIA.  91 

Nov.  18th.  Mr.  Cade  and  myself  went  with 
our  kind  and  worthy  friend,  the  bishop,  to  pay 
a  visit  to  the  lady  abbess  la  11^.  Thomasa  dev'^. 
Maria  Magdalena,  and  the  nuns  of  the  order  of 
Encamacion ;  we  were  received  with  great  polite- 
ness by  them  and  the  novices.  This  order  is  much 
less  severe  than  that  of  £1  Carmen,  and  may 
be  considered  in  some  respects  as  a  comfortable 
quiet  retreat  from  the  cares  of  the  world,  as  they 
pray  and  fast  in  moderation,  and  frequently  see 
their  friends.  One  of  the  nuns  was  sister  to  Dr. 
Wallace^s  wife,  and  to  the  learned  Caldas  ;  a  lively 
clever  woman.  We  found  all  these  nuns  chatty 
and  communicative,  making  many  inquiries  about 
the  English  ladies  and  the  way  in  which  they  were 
educated. 

This  convent  was  extensive,  and  before  the  civil 
war  the  establishment  consisted  of  eighty  regular 
nuns,  besides  novices,  and  a  great  many  attendants 
and  female  slaves ;  at  this  time,  there  were  not 
more  than  five-and-twenty  nuns,  and  the  greater 
part  of  them  appeared  past  the  age  of  forty.     I 
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observed  two  who  were  extremely  pretty,  and  I 
should  think  not  more  than  nineteen  or  twenty 
years  of  age.  Several  of  the  novices  dressed  in 
white,  with  lai^  veils  thrown  elegantly  over  their 
shoulders,  possessed  considerable  personal  attrac- 
tions. 

The  convent  was  founded  by  Augustin  Cora5a, 
a  bishop  of  Popayan,  a  native  of  the  province  of 
Gallicia  in  Spain,  in  the  year  1593.  In  the  chapel 
we  saw  a  tolerably  good  painting  of  the  founder  of 
the  convent,  and  two  of  the  present  bishop,  who  had 
been  a  great  friend  to  it,  and  had  expended  consider- 
able sums  of  money  lately  in  repairs;  for  having 
been  neglected  for  some  years,  it  had  fallen  into  a 
dilapidated  state.  The  bishop  informed  me  that 
these  nuns  had  suffered  great  privations  during  the 
war,  in  consequence  of  not  receiving  any  rents  from 
their  estates ;  and  that  on  more  than  one  occasion, 
they  had  subsisted  for  days  together  on  oranges  and 
lemons  grown  in  their  garden.  We  were  shewn  a 
small  crown  of  solid  gold  studded  with  pearls, 
emeralds,  rubies,  and  other  precious  stones,  and 
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some  saints  richly  ornamented,  not  one  of  which 
the  nuns  would  part  with,  although  they  were  at 
that  time  almost  starving.     When  this  was  related 
to  us,  the  bishop  observed,  ^^  If  I  had  been  with 
them,  I  would  soon  have  devoured  this  sacred  crown 
and  all  the  saints  into  the  bargain."^     On  which  the 
lady  abbess  exclaimed  in  fun,  ^^  My  good  bishop, 
you  are  really  becoming  a  heretic*",  forgetting  that 
she  had  two  standing  by  her  side  at  the  time.     We 
were  also  shewn  a  small  image  of  our   Saviour, 
which  was  carried  about  the  streets  when  either 
rain  or  fine  weather  was  wanted.     Here  the  bishop 
cracked  another  joke,  and  laughing  heartily  all  the 
time,  said,  ^^  When  the  procession  takes  place  for 
rain,  the  sun  becomes  hottef ;  and  when  the  sun 
is  wanted,  the  clouds  envelope  it  and  the  thunder 
and  lightning  are  incessant.*"     The  lady  abbess 
gave  the  bishop  another  lecture,  which  amused  us 
and   Sir   Ilustrisima  exceedingly.     We  remained 
for  some  time  in  the  chapel,  to  hear  a  mulatto 
female  slave  play  the  organ  and  sing.     We  were 
astonished  at  her  skill  in  playing,  and  at  the  sweet- 
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neas  of  her  voice.  The  lady  abbess  lold  us  she 
was  a  remarkably  quick  lively  girl,  with  an  ex- 
cellent taste  for  music,  and  that  she  succeeileti  in 
all  she  undertook.  The  girl  had  a  brilliant,  lively 
eye,  and  pleasing  intelligent  countenance,  although 
her  features  were  not  regular.  In  person  she  was 
remarkably  well  made.  There  are  several  young 
Udica  of  good  family  in  Popayan  and  this  province, 
who  receive  their  education  here.  Nuns  of  high 
families  wear  black  veils  in  this  convent,  and  those 
of  inferior  rank  wear  n  bite. 

After  partaking  of  some  sweet  things  and  le- 
monade, we  took  leave  of  the  lady  abbess  and  ihe 
nuns,  much  pleased  at  the  kind  manner  in  which 
we  had  been  received  and  treated,  and  tlie  bishop 
made  us  promise  to  attend  the  carnival,  wlricb 
would  take  place  in  the  convent  for  two  or  three 
days  on  the  re-«lection  of  a  lady  abbess,  which 
happens  once  in  three  years;  and  the  present  abbess 
was  m  popular  among  the  nuns  that  the  bishop 
told  me  she  was  sure  of  being  re-elected.  I  forgot 
to  state  that  whilst  we  were  walking  about  the  con- 
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vent,  the  lady  abbeu  migaed  Mr.  Cade,  and  imme- 
diately sent  an  old  nun  to  look  for  him,  when  he 
waa  found  chatting  with  a  young  pretty  novice,  Sot 
which  he  recMved  a  lecture,  the  lady  abbeaa  telling 
him  she  never  allowed  the'  novicea  to  commune 
alcHie  with  a  young  man  ;— «11  this  waa  said  in  a 
good-humoured  manner.  The  bishop  whispered  to 
Bte,  that  *'  butter  should  be  kept  in  the  ahade,  it  ia 
sure  to  melt  in  the  nm'a  rsys.^ 

I  heard,  at  this  time,  of  a  n^ro  in  the  pTovince 
who  had  been  bit  by  an  aquas  snake,  whilst  gather* 
ing  wild  fruit  from  a  tree ;  unluckily  he  had  not  the 
anndote  with  him,  and  before  he  could  reach  home 
be  bfoke  out  in  a  profuse  perspiration,  and  became 
so  weak  he  was  obliged  to  lie  down,  and  was.  found 
nearly  dead.  I  did  not  hear  whether  be  recovered. 
In  one  of  my  walks  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Popayan,  I  had  nearly  trodden  on  a  dark-coloured, 
thin,long  snake,  lying  asleep  across  a  small  footpath. 
I  perceived  it  just  as  I  was  about  to  step  on  it,  and 
.  retired  quickly  with  a  very  unpleasant  sensation,  bat 
felt  afUrwards  much  pkased  at  my  lucky  escape. 


9(i  TRAVELS    IN    THE 

And  as  1  had  no  weapon  of  defence  with  me,  1 
thought  it  most  prudent  to  leave  the  creature  in 
quiet  poBscasion  of  the  footpath,  and  take  a  cir- 
cuitous route.  Persons  walking  in  woods,  plains, 
or  savannahs,  should  have  their  eyes  about  them. 

The  city  of  Popayan,  formerly  the  capital  of  the 
province  of  the  name,  and  at  this  time  of  the  pro- 
vince and  department  of  Cauca,  in  the  state  of 
Columbia,  is  situated  in  the  south,  2°  2^'  of  northern 
latitude  and  73°  36'  of  west  longitude  from  Paris 
(according  to  the  Baron  de  Humboldt),  at  the  foot 
of  the  t'ordilleras,  looking  on  a  beautiful  plain,  and 
environed  in  a  manner  by  two  small  rivers  named 
the  Molino  to  the  north,  and  the  Egido  to  the  south. 
These  streams  finish  their  course  about  a  league 
below  the  town  of  Popayan  by  entering  the  fine 
river  Cauca,  which  winds  to  the  westward  through 
the  rich  plains  and  the  charming  valley  of  the  same 
name. 

As  I  before  stated,  the  climate  of  Popayan  is 
really  delicious,  the  inhabitants  being  never  op- 
1  by  heat  or  annoyed  by  cold — the  periodical 
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rains  falling  in  the  months  of  October,  November, 
part  of  December,  and  April  and  May ;  but  even 
in  the  rainy  season  the  mornings  are  fine,  the  rain 
seldom  coming  before  two  or  three  in  the  afternoon, 
and  continuing  during  the  night.  I  never  met,  in 
any  part  of  the  world,  with  thunder  and  lightning 
more  awful  than  at  Popayan  during  the  rainy  season* 
The  noise  of  the  former  is  tremendous,  owing  to  that 
town  being  situated  at  the  foot  of  a  branch  of  the 
Andes,  and  the  sound  re-echoing  from  one  moun- 
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tain  to  another.  The  lightning  is  awftdly  vivid,  and 
extremely  dangerous ;  a  year  seldom  passes  but  some 
of  the  inhabitants  are  struck  dead.  A  few  years  be- 
fore this,  the  lady  abbess  of  the  convent  of  £1  Car- 
men had  been  killed.  Dr.  Wallace  told  me  he  had 
been  sent  for  to  attend  her,  but  found  her  quite  dead. 
The  doctor  added,  that  he  conceived  the  electric 
fluid  was  strongly  attracted  by  the  metallic  particles 
which  abounded  in  the  adjacent  mountains. 

The  paramos  of  Puxana  and  Soltana  are  at  a 
short  distance  from  Popayan,  and  present  sublime 
objects  to  the  view,  and  early  in  the  morning  you  see 
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the  Cordillena  et  Chioqoks  ^Udi  attmi  to  « 
gmt  dirtasce  to  the  vestwatd.  There  k  •  hud* 
wme  bridge  over  the  Cauca,  abcnt  a  Uagiw  to  the 
north  of  the dty,  btdit  at  the  sde  expense rf  aridi 
Spaniard  who  had  made  hii  fiirtu&e  aa  an  ^mthe- 
eiaj  at  Pop^aa,  hot  he  took  care  to  mmmcrate 
UmMdf  hj  obtaiidng  penoiarioD  of  the  goVenur  to 
eetaUiah  a  toll «  the  hridge.  From  the  nUey  vt 
Canca,  angar,  rice,  chocolate,  &c,  an  sent  to  die 
capital,  and  the  Indians  of  the  Doghbouring  moun- 
tains supply  the  market  vith  flour,  potatoes,  maiae, 
plantains,  v^etables,  kc ;  and  previoos  to  the  o- 
ril  war,  a  considerable  trade  vas  carried  on  throngfa 
Popayan  from  the  departments  of  Quito,  the  province 
of  Pasto,  valley  of  Patia,  and  other  adjacent  amall 
towns.  The  jBincipal  articles  brought  from  these 
places  were  baiceR  and  coarse  linens ;  from  Quito 
also  come  rosnas  and  cloaks;  from  the  PastoSj  wool ; 
and  Indian  pepper  from  the  valley  of  Patia.  Be- 
fore the  war,  large  droves  of  cattle  were  sent  from 
the  province  of  Pasto,  and  8,000  head  t£  honied 
cattle  had,  a  short  time  before,  been  driren  from 
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that  prarince  into  the  Tslley  of  Caucs,  as  a  pimisb- 
ment  to  the  PAatuciana  for  their  obetiiute  reastance 
to  the  Colamlnan  goTemraent.  Popayan  containt 
a  college  with  two  profeswrs,  one  of  graminar,  the 
odier  of  philosophy ;  and  has  also  a  rector  and  vice- 
rector.  There  is  a  cathedral,  which  is  used  at  pre- 
sent as  a  parochial  church,  until  the  ancient  cathe- 
dnl  ahall  be  rebuilt.  There  were  four  convents, 
those  of  St  Frandsco,  St.  Dcnningo,  St.  Augustin, 
and  St  Caocias ;  and  two  nunneries,  those  of  El 
Carmen  and  of  the  EncamacioD;  but  of  the  convento 
St  presoit  there  only  remaitiB  Uiat  of  St.  Francisco, 
the  others  having  been  suppressed  by  the  law  of  the 
Congress  of  Cuenta  in  1821.  Bendes  these  there 
are  two  or  three  other  churches  called  Del  Betem 
«nd  La  Hennistad,  and  a  chapter-houae,  in  which 
assfmUe  tiie  individuals  composing  the  chapter, 
which  consists  of  twelve  regidores,  two  alcaldes  or- 
denatios,  one  lawyer,  and  a  magistrate. 

The  great  square  of  the  town  has  a  desolate  ap- 
pearance, irom  the  cathedral  being  in  ruins,  and 
some  of  the  best  houses  having  been  deserted  by 
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their  proprietors  during  the  war,  or  converted  into 
barracks  for  soldiers.  Dr.  Wallace  told  me  that  in 
this  square  lie  had  once  witnessed  great  presence  of 
mind  and  gallantry  on  the  part  of  a  Columbian 
Serjeant,  when  the  place  was  attacked  by  the  Spa- 
niards. The  Columbian  troops  had  been  surprised, 
and  some  Spanish  cavalry  had  charged  the  Coliun- 
bian  soldiers  in  the  great  square,  when  a  Spanish 
colonel  galloped  after  a  Serjeant,  who  offered  to  sur- 
render provided  tiie  colonel  would  spare  his  life ; 
but  observing  that  the  Spanish  officer  was  getting 
his  pistol  out  of  his  holster  to  shoot  him,  he 
instantly  made  a  desperate  lunge  at  him  with 
his  lance,  which  passing  through  a  cloak  slightly 
wounded  the  colonel  in  the  side,  who  became  so 
alarmed  that  he  threw  himself  off  his  horac,  which 
the  Serjeant  mounted  with  much  adroitness,  and 
galloped  olf,  master  of  a  good  horse  and  all  the 
colonel's  appointments.  On  this  occasion  an- 
other Columbian  Serjeant  was  badly  woanded,  but 
by  the  skill  and  attention  of  Dr.  Wallace  the 
poor  fellow  recovered ;    when,  by  a  refinement  of 
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cruelty  on  the  part  of  the  Spsniuds,  the  eeijeuit 
was  led  out  and  shot. 

The  public  officers  of  government  ire,  the  ad< 
ministrator  of  tobacco,  chief  of  the  custom-houae, 
and  the  poat-master.  The  Lancasterian  school, 
which  I  visited  with  the  governor,  is  in  the  ancient 
chapel  of  the  eeminary  of  the  college.  The  dress 
of  the  females  of  the  middling  classes  is  gay,  and 
displays  much  taste.  They  wear  generally  a  scarlet 
petticoat  with  an  embroidered  border,  a  white  body 
ornamented  with  frills  and  ribands,  and  round  the 
wMst,  a  cotton  band  wove  in  differeot  colours.  The 
hair  is  plaited,  curled,  and  adorned  with  artificial 
flowers. 

A  few  days  before  we  lefl  Popayan,  Mr.  Cade 
vent  on  a  hunting  party  with  some  geBtlemeo  of 
the  town,  a  few  leagues  off.  He  had  excellent 
sport,  and  three  deer  were  killed.  They  had  after- 
wards a  cold  dinner  at  a  farm-house,  which  had 
been  sent  from  Popayan.  Mr.  Cade  saw  a  negro 
make  an  admirable  shot  at  a  buck  at  full  speed ;  the 
man  was  on  horseback,  and  sent  alwll  through  the 


lOS  TKAVBLI  111  THX 

deer'i  head ;  the  aniiiud  jiui]|ied  »  conwdtwUg 
bright,  lad  fm  dead.  We  had  some  of  the  Tsiiaao, 
which,  like  that  at  Bogot^  waakan,  and  had  little 
flavour. 

On  the  coaat  of  the  Padflc,  a  ainall  ahelUah  ia 
fimnd,  fioB  which  a  fine  purple  dye  ia  extracted, 
nearly  eqnal  in  lustra  to  the  T^iian  dye,  end  die 
oolour  nerei  bdes.  'i^iia  fiih  ia  dnwn  partly  floB 
its  shell,  and  by  s  slight  presBuie  diichaxgea  the 
purple  dye.  This  may  be  repeated  several  times, 
but  a  emaller  quantity  of  dye  is  obtained  each  time, 
and  at  last  the  fish  dies  from  the  want  of  the  fluid. 

I  was  now  anxious  to  leave  Popsyan,  although 
the  rainy  season  was  not  quite  over,  and  the  roads 
were  still  in  a  bad  state,  but  the  bishop  requested  I 
would  remain  «  day  or  two  l<Miger  in  order  to  aee 
a  comedy  performed  by  the  nuns  of  the  order  of 
Encanuunon  on  the  occasion  of  the  re-electi<Hi  of 
the  former  lady  abbess. 

On  the  Slst  of  November,  Mr.  Cade  and  mysdf 
went  to  the  convent,  where  we  were  received  with 
the  usual  politeness  by  the  lashop  and  the  lady 
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abbess  who  was  now  gaily  dressed.  Several  of  the 
nuns  also  were  attired  in  dresses  corresponding  to 
the  characters  they  were  about  to  personate  in  the 
comedy ;  they  were  so  completely  disguised  by  their 
new  habits  that  neither  Mr.  Cade  nor  myself  should 
have  recognised  them.  We  congratulated  the  lady 
abbess  on  her  re-election,  who  appeared  in  high 
8[»rits  and  on  the  alert  to  make  arrangements  that 
the  festivities  should  be  carried  on  with  life  and 
spirit.  The  servants  and  slaves  were  all  gaudily 
dressed ;  these  were  to  perform  a  play  first,  in  the 
square  of  the  convent,  which  was  to  represent  a 
battle  between  the  Spaniards  and  Moors.  At  two 
o^dock  the  performance  commenced  with  the  ser- 
vants in  the  square,  who  were  drawn  up  in  two  lines, 
each  having  their  general  in  front,  the  Moorish  ar- 
loy  being  commanded  by  the  Mulatto  girl  who  play- 
ed so  well  on  the  organ.  After  a  number  of  speeches 
and  bitter  reproaches  between  the  contending  ar- 
mies, a  desperate  fight  took  place  with  wooden 
swords,  and  of  course  the  Christians  gained  a  com- 
plete victory  over  the  Infidels.     We  then  went  to 
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a  lar^e  room  adjoming  the  chapel,  which  was  neatly 
fitted  up  as  a  theatre,  and  at  a  proper  distance  in 
front  of  the  stage  three  chairs  were  placed.  In  the 
centre  sat  the  governor,  and  the  bishop  and  myself 
occupied  that  on  each  side,  the  rest  of  the  spectators 
were  accommodated  with  small  benches  on  the  right 
and  left.  The  comedy  had  been  written  by  one  of 
the  nuns,  sister  to  Airs.  Wallace.  The  nuns  and 
novices  performed  their  parts  extremely  well,  par- 
ticularly the  authoress  of  the  piece,  who  made  the 
governor,  bishop,  and  all  the  audience  laugli  Jieartily. 
The  comedy  represented  the  difficulties  the  lady 
abbess  and  nuns  had  to  contend  with  during  the 
civil  war,  and  the  chief  scenes  were  between  the 
lady  abbess  and  the  steward  of  the  estates  belonging 
to  the  convent,  who,  to  get  the  rents  and  their  daily 
subsistence,  adopts  many  ludicrous  ways  and  means, 
contriving  by  his  ingenuity  to  overcome  all  obstacles. 
After  the  comedy  we  had  the  gratification  of  seeing 
the  nuns  and  novices  dance  boleros  and  other  Spa- 
nish dances,  and  the  whole  concluded  with  an  en- 
tertainment of    confectionary,   fruits,   wines,    &c. 
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terwardfl  to  England,  as  he  much  wished  to  see  that 
country,  and  that  he  was  not  kindly  treated  at  home, 
his  mother  having  married  a  second  time.  After 
consulting  with  Mr.  Cade  what  was  to  be  done  with 
the  lad,  we  decided  that  he  should  mount  one  of  the 
baggage  mules  and  go  with  us.  Joaquin  was  about 
twelve  years  of  age.  He  is  now  living  widi  me  in 
England,  and  has  turned  out  a  remarkably  good 
boy,  and  speaks  English  extremely  well.  His  coun- 
tenance is  pleasing  and  intelligent,  having  the  large 
dark  eyes  of  the  Indians  with  European  features. 

Our  first  day'*s  journey  was  most  disagreeable,  as 
it  rained  almost  the  whole  day,  and  the  roads  were 
in  a  very  bad  state.  My  mule  fell  once  with  me 
from  the  roads  being  exceedingly  slippery,  and  I 
got  well  covered  with  mud.  Towards  evening  I 
waited  a  considerable  time  for  Mr.  Cade  and  the 
baggage  mules,  but  I  could  see  nothing  of  them^ 
and  continued  my  route  to  an  hacienda  (or  farm- 
house), called  Pendamon,  about  five  leagues  from 
Popayan,  where  we  had  been  recommended  to  pass 
the  night.     The  owner  of  the  estate  said  his  house 
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was  much  at  our  service,  and  he  very  civilly  sent 
two  of  his  servants  to  endeavour  to  find  Mr.  Cade, 
who,  with  the  baggage,  arrived  at  eight  o^dock  in 
the  evening.  It  appeared  he  had  lost  his  way,  and 
at  last  came  to  the  house  of  a  cure,  who  insisted 
on  his  alighting  and  taking  some  refreshment,  and 
then  sent  a  guide  with  him  to  Pendamon.  During 
this  day  the  Cordilleras  were  close  to  us  on  our 
right,  and  once  or  twice  we  got  a  view  of  Purace, 
which  was  covered  with  snow.  We  had  consi- 
derable difficulty  in  getting  across  some  of  the 
streams,  which  were  much  swollen  from  the  rains ; 
and  I  began  to  be  under  some  apprehension  that 
we  should  be  unable  to  proceed  on  our  journey  if 
the  rain  continued  a  few  days  longer. 

We  left  Pendamon  at  seven  a.m.,  the  24th. 
This  day  we  fortunately  escaped  the  heavy  rains, 
which  did  not  set  in  till  we  had  arrived  at  a  lonely 
cottage  five  leagues  distant  from  Pendamon,  when 
it  poured  the  whole  night.  Our  baggage  mules 
did  not  arrive  until  three  hours  after  us,  servants, 
miiles,  and  baggage  having  got  a  complete  soaking. 
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possible  in  the  morning  to  get  under  cover  before 
the  Tflin  falls  in  the  afternoon.  The  whole  of  this 
day  we  did  not  see  a  single  liouse  or  cottage,  al- 
though fine  woods  and  extensive  pasture  land,  suf- 
ficient for  large  herds  of  cattle  and  sheep,  appeared 
to  otfer  temptation  to  settlers.  Here  we  found  very 
indifferent  accommodation,  but  the  poor  people 
were  anxious  to  make  room  for  slinging  our  ham- 
mocks, and  willing  to  sell  us  poultry  and  eggs. 

Since  wc  had  turned  our  backs  on  Popayan,  we 
had  been  gradually  descending  towards  the  valley 
of  Cauca,  and  found  the  climate  three  or  four  de- 
grees warmer  than  at  the  capital,  but  by  no  means 
unpleasant.  In  this  day's  journey  the  roads  were 
so  sUppery  in  ascending  and  descending  the  hills, 
that  the  mules  sometimes  slid  down  on  their  hind 
parts  for  thirty  or  forty  yards  together,  we  sitting 
back  as  much  as  possible  to  throw  all  the  weight  of 
our  bodies  on  their  haunches,  at  the  same  time 
giving  tlicm  their  heads.  In  ascending  the  hills, 
the  mules  had  great  dillieulty  in  getting  a  purchase 
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with  their  fore  feet,  and  they  fell  several  times ; 
luckily  no  bones  were  broken. 

We  got  away  early,  still  travelling  through  a  fine 
country  without  seeing  a  single  habitation.  On  the 
road  we  met  with  some  negroes  conducting  the 
mules  and  baggage  of  a  Columbian  merchant  to 
the  town  of  Bouga ;  they  were  much  amused,  and 
cracked  their  jokes  pretty  loudly  at  seeing  my  cook 
Edle  scrambling  up  and  down  the  greasy  hills  on 
foot ;  his  nerves  were  not  equal  to  sitting  on  the 
back  of  a  skaiting  mule.  It  was  provoking  to  see 
these  black  fellows  sit  on  their  mules  with  as  much 
sang  froid  as.  if  they  had  been  riding  over  the  best 
roads  in  Europe,  long  habit  and  custom  having  well 
trained  their  bodies  and  nerves  to  this  dangerous 
sort  of  travelling ;  and  as  the  negroes  are  nearly 
naked  and  very  active,  they  contrive,  when  the  mule 
fidls,  to  be  off  his  back  in  an  instant,  and  safe  on 
their  own  legs.  The  people  at  the  cottage  where 
we  slept  told  us  that  the  woods  and  forests  were 
full  of  deer,  and  that  the  spotted  leopard  and  tiger- 
cat  were  firequently  seen,  but  that  no  one  came  to 
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pushed  for  time  ae  not  to  be  able  to  visit  these 
mountains  and  examine  the  trees  from  which  the 
bark  is  taken. 

Wc  arrived  rather  early  at  the  hacienda  of 
Mondomo,  situate  on  a  fine  gentle  slojie,  with  the 
small  river  Mondomo  winding  round  the  hill,  which 
empties  itself  into  the  river  Cauca,  three  leagues 
from  this  estate.  Here  I  saw,  for  the  first  time,  two 
of  the  beautiful  little  calli  paroquets ;  they  were  not 
mucli  larger  than  sparrows,  the  breast  a  light  blue, 
head  red,  and  the  back  a  bright  green.  I  wished 
much  to  have  got  a  pair  of  these  paroquets,  but  the 
natives  told  me  they  would  never  live  in  a  cage,  as 
they  were  "  muy  bravos"  (very  wild).  There  were 
at  this  hacienda  a  few  miserable  small  cott^es, 
and  a  chapel  of  nearly  the  same  description.  Some 
slaves,  who  brought  earth  from  the  neighbouring 
hills  to  wash  for  gold  in  the  river  Mondomo.  had 
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formerly  resided  here,  and  the  property  belonged  to 
a  gentleman  at  Popayan,  but  at  this  time  there 
were  but  few  slaves  remaining,  and  these  appeared 
in  a  comfortless  state.  The  Spaniards  had,  some 
months  before,  in  marching  through  that  part  of 
the  country,  carried  off  all  the  cattle  and  sheep,  and 
plundered  the  slaves,  out  of  revenge  to  the  master 
of  the  estate,  who  was  a  staunch  patriot.  They 
also  took  seventeen  of  the  best  slaves  to  serve  in 
one  of  their  corps.  Here  I  again  heard  of  the 
Chapitones  or  Spaniards  killing  the  beasts  merely 
for  their  tongues. 

At  Mondomo  we  met  with  the  Columbian  mer- 
chant, whose  slaves  had  amused  themselves  at  the 
expense  of  our  cook.  He  had  left  the  town  of  Bar- 
bacoas  a  few  days  before.  He  gave  me  more  par- 
ticulars of  the  gallant  conduct  of  Colonel  Mos- 
quera,  as  he  happened  to  be  in  the  place  when  Aqua- 
longa  made  his  attack,  and  assisted  him  in  defending 
the  house.  I  found  the  merchant  an  intelligent 
man,  and  derived  tome  useftil  information  from  him 
respecting  the  valley  of  Cauca,  and  I  was  much 
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pleased  to  hear  hira  esiy  he  considered  the  rainy 
season  was  over,  and  that  I  should  find  the  road  to 
Bouga  much  better  in  the  valley  of  Cauca.  On 
one  aide  of  the  road,  on  this  day's  journey,  we 
were  sliown  a  very  strong  position  occupied  for  a 
considerable  time  by  n  detacliment  of  the  Columbian 
troops.  This  position  commanded  the  passage  of 
a  bridge  over  a  rapid  river,  and  the  ascent  to  the 
batteries  was  over  steep  and  rugged  rocks.  The 
selection  of  this  military  post  proved  to  me  that 
the  Columbian  officers  knew  the  strength  of  ground, 
and  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  it  when 
acting  on  a  defensive  system.  Some  of  the  huts  of 
the  encampment  were  stiU  remaining. 

On  the  24th  of  November  we  left  MoDdomo, 
and  had  not  proceeded  more  than  two  leagues  when 
we  met  on  horseback  the  servant  of  Mr.  Arboleds 
who  lived  at  Capio  in  the  valley  of  Cauca,  and  who 
had  politely  sent  me  a  note  to  request  I  would  spend 
two  or  three  days  with  him  at  his  country-house. 
Soon  after  this  meeting  we  ascended  a  hill,  (mm 
the  summit  of  which  we  had  a  grand  \-iew  of  the 
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bemutiful  and  extenave  vallev  of  Cauca..  Tbe  river 
of  that  name  ran  throogfa  its  centre  the  town  of 
Calli  lav  in  the  distance  to  the  westward  at  the  foot 
of  the  Cordilleras,  and  the  large  village  of  Killa- 
cho  lay  directly  under  us,  at  the  very  mouth  of 
the  valley,  which  appeared^  from  this  spou  to  be 
akirted  on  each  side  by  the  CordiUeras  (or  high 
mountains)  of  the  Andes.  We  remained  here  for 
a  quarter  of  an  hour,  to  feast  our  eyes  on  this  no- 
ble expanse,  and  to  have  the  diflerent  objects  ex- 
plained to  us  by  Senor  Arboleda's  servant,  Mr. 
Cade  and  myself  rejoicing  at  the  idea  of  travelling 
through  this  delightful  valley,  which  had  always 
been  described  to  us  by  our  friends  at  Bogota  and 
Popayan  as  the  finest  spot  in  all  Columbia. 

In  passing  through  the  village  of  Killacho,  I 
caUed  on  the  sister  of  Mr.  Hurtado,  tlic  Colum- 
Uan  minister  in  this  country,  who  received  us 
with  much  politeness,  and  offered  us  refreshment. 
Colonel  Palma  had  informed  me  at  Popayan,  that 
Mrs.  Hurtado  had  a  large  collection  of  Indian 
curiosities,  and  I  was  in  hopes  of  being  able  to 
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pUTchue  Bome  from  the  Udy,  but  I  fonnd  tm  to- 
quity  the  report  was  not  correct.  Mtb.  Hurtado 
shewed  us  «  considerable  quantity  of  gold  doat, 
which  I  beliere  had  been  brought  from  her  minea 
in  the  neighbourhood. 

This  day  I  had  the  bad  luck  to  stick  with  my 
mule  into  a  deep  slough,  and  I  had  no  altemstive 
but  to  get  off  his  back  into  the  mud  with  my 
jack  boots,  where  I  soon  became  lost,  to  the  mer- 
riment and  amusement  of  my  secretary,  servants, 
muleteers,  &c.,  who  seemed  delighted  to  see  the 
master  and  mule  verifying  the  old  proverb  of  "  the 
more  you  try  to  get  out  of  the  mire,  the  deeper 
you  stick.^  However,  the  muleteers  at  last  pulled 
me  out,  nearly  minus  my  jack  boots  and  spurs,  and 
the  poor  mule  having  got  rid  of  fourteen  stone 
weight  was  also  extricated  from  the  bog,  both  of 
ue  to  be  sure  in  a  sad  plight,  which  was  rather  an 
annoyance,  bb  I  was  to  make  my  debut  at  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Arboleda's,  who  were  people  of  great  con- 
Bcqucncc  in  this  part  of  the  valley  of  Cauca.  Soon 
ftftcr  this,  OS  we  were  going  to  cross  a  stream,  wc 
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observed  a  large  snake  swimming  towards  us,  and 
when  he  arrived  near  the  bank  he  stopped,  appa^ 
rently  to  watch  our  motions,  with  his  head  and 
part  of  his  body  out  of  water ;  I  then  observed 
the  black  cross  on  his  neck,  and  knew  it  was  the 
snake  called  the  aques.  A  negro  who  was  passing 
on  foot  at  this  time,  agreed  for  a  dollar  to  enr 
deavour  to  kill  the  reptile.  For  this  purpose  he 
went  a  short  distance  in  the  rear,*  and  cut  a  large 
long  bamboo  with  his  manchette,  and  advanced  to 
the  attack  of  the  snake,  who  had  remained  quiet 
in  his  position  with  his  eyes  fixed  on  us.  As  the 
negro  approached  the  aques,  he  put  out  his  forked 
tongue,  and  raised  himself  higher  in  the  water,  as 
if  preparing  to  make  a  dart  at  his  enemy,  which 
the  black  observing,  retired  a  few  pac^,  and  then 
told  me  he  was  afraid  to  attack  it,  as  it  was  prepared 
to  spring  on  him.  In  this  position  the  negro  and 
snake  remained  for  two  or  three  minutes,  watching 
each  other,  when  suddenly  the  aques  turned  round 
to  swim  to  the  other  side  of  the  river.  The  mo- 
ment the  negro  observed  its  head  turned  from  him, 
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he  rushed  to  the  bank,  and  gave  the  aques  two  or 
three  tremendous  blows  with  the  bamboo,  which 
made  him  turn  on  his  baclt,  and  the  negro  followed 
up  his  attack  and  succeeded  in  killing  his  enemy. 
This  aques  measured  six  feet  in  length.  The  black 
brought  it  to  me  on  his  bamboo,  and  appeared 
much  elated  at  his  victory,  and  not  less  so  when 
he  received  his  reward. 

After  we  had  left  the  village  of  Eillacho,  wc 
found  the  road  almost  impassable,  as  it  Uy  throtigh 
swamps  and  morasses,  in  which  our  poor  mules 
were  up  to  their  knees  at  almost  every  step  ;  and 
whilst  myself  and  mule  were  struggling  to  get  out 
of  a  hole,  Mr.  Arholeda,  accompanied  by  r  clergy- 
man, met  us,  and  introduced  himself  and  friend  to 
us,  and  in  a  very  hospitable  manner  requested  we 
would  pass  two  or  three  days  with  him  at  his  country 
house,  called  Capio,  which  was  a  league  and  a  half 
from  Killacho,  Mr.  Arboleda  apologized  for  the 
bad  state  of  his  roads,  which  he  said  was  chiefly 
owing  to  his  having  licen  absent  from  his  property 
for  a  long  time  during  the  civil  war,  when  every 
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thing  had  been  neglected,  and  his  estate  plundered 
by  the  Spaniards. 

A  short  distance  from  Capio,  Mr.  Arboleda 
pointed  out  to  me  a  small  range  of  hills,  the  soil 
of  which  was  a  red  clay ;  these,  he  said,  were  the 
hills  of  which  his  slaves  washed  the  soil  for  gold 
dust,  and  that  if  we  had  no  objection  he  should 
have  much  pleasure  in  riding  with  us  there  the  next 
day  to  show  us  the  process.  Afterwards,  on  our 
fiirther  progress  through  the  valley  of  Cauca,  we 
saw  these  red  clay  hills  containing  gold  dust ;  they 
were  on  our  right  for  several  leagues.  Mr.  Arbo- 
leda mentioned,  that  he  had  at  that  time  800  slaves 
on  his  estates  in  the  valley  of  Cauca  and  in  the 
province  of  Choco,  the  greater  portion  of  whom 
were  employed  in  washing  for  gold  dust. 

On  our  arrival  at  Capio  we  were  introduced  to 
Sefiora  Arboleda,  a  fine  elegant  young  woman,  who 
was  daughter  to  Senor  Piombo,  Master  of  the 
Mint  at  Popayan,  and  niece  of  General  Count 
O^Donnell,  who  was  in  the  Spanish  service.  The 
lady  could  not  help  smiling  at  seeing  me  so  com- 
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plctdy  plastered  with  mod,  and  remarked  tbat  their 
roads  must  appear  particularly  bad  to  Englishmen, 
who  were  accustomed  to  such  good  ones  in  their 
own  country.  After  making  ourselves  clean  and 
comfortable,  we  sat  down  to  an  elegant  dinner 
served  on  massy  silver  dishes  and  French  china, 
and  soon  forgot  all  our  past  grievances,  or  rather 
they  served  to  amuse  us,  over  Mr.  Arboleda^s  dd 
Spanish  wines. 

We  found  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Arboleda  very  weU  in- 
formed; the  former  had  previously  been  mentioned 
to  mc  at  Popayan,  as  possessing  superior  abilities, 
and  having  taken  infinite  pains  to  cultivate  his  mind 
by  reading ;  and  in  a  room  which  he  called  his  study, 
he  had  an  extensive  library  of  French,  English, 
Italian  and  Spanish  books,  a  great  many  of  which 
he  had  recently  purchased  at  Lima,  where  he  had 
been  sent  on  a  diplomatic  mission  by  the  Columbian 
government  with  his  cousin  Sefior  J.  Mosquera. 
During  the  civil  war,  when  Morillo  had  possession 
of  nearly  the  whole  of  Columbia,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Arboleda  suffered  great  hardships,   being  obliged 
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-  Are  t:c  s  ix:- 


«   i.^^^  ■ 


"no.*"  -  I:  ii  *  l::^i:T  ±rrr:~ sa=>cg  f cr voc ih*5 tou 
sre  not".  5*id  M^t£11:--  "^  f.^-  ii  t.?u  kid  Ix^n  ose,  I 
would  hare  had  t.?u  §b*:*:  in  leso  tiun  nrennr-four 
hoars,  u  I  cocfider  these  vile  buyers  the  rety 
fiicas  of  rebellion  and  sedition :  and  although  1  am 
aware  jou  are  married  to  a  niece  of  General  CVIV>n« 
neD,  that  alliance  should  not  have  saved  you«  had 
yon  been  a  doctor^ 

Previous  to  the  revolutionary  war,  10,0(K)  head  of 
catde^  each  worth  eight  dollars,  were  kept  on  tlic 
estate  of  Capio;  at  present  there  was  not  above  a 
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lentil  part  of  that  number,  as  the  Spaniards  were 
continually  demanding  contributions,  during  the  nar, 
of  three  or  four  hundred  head  at  a  time.  If  the 
demand  were  opposed,  the  steward  of  the  estate 
received  one  or  two  liundred  coups  de  baton  on  his 
shoulders  as  a  punishment  for  his  refractory  con- 
duct. Mr.  Arboleda  assured  me,  that  before  the 
struggle  for  their  Hberty  commenced,  above  a  mil- 
lion head  of  cattle  were  fed  and  fattened  in  the 
valley  of  Cauca,  and  at  the  present  period  he  sup- 
posed there  were  not  200,000  all  over  the  valley 
and  province. 

When  I  entered  my  bed-room,  I  was  struck 
with  astonishment  to  sec  the  neatness  with  which 
every  thing  was  arranged,  and  luxuries  provided 
for  the  toilet  which  arc  only  found  among  rich 
families  in  Europe,  and  which  I  little  expected 
to  find  in  the  secluded,  although  beautiful  valley 
of  Cauca.  My  bed  and  curtains  were  completely 
in  the  French  style,  the  latter  ornamented  with 
artificial  flowers,  and  on  a  table  was  placed  eau  de 
Cologne,  Windsor  soap,  huile  de  Macassar,  crcmc 
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d'^amandes  ameres,  brushes,  &c.  I  slept  most  pro- 
foundly in  my  luxurious  bed,  which,  in  every  sense 
of  the  word,  might  be  called  a  bed  of  roses. 
Early  in  the  morning  a  servant  announced  that  a 
cold  bath  was  ready.  The  whole  appeared  to  me 
almost  like  enchantment,  and  I  could  have  fimded 
myself  like  one  of  the  heroes  in  the  Arabian  Nights^ 
Entertainments  transported  to  a  palace,  after  the 
poor  lodgings  and  humble  £ure  I  had  been  accus- 
tcmied  to.  This  good  arrangement  gave  me  a  high 
opinion  of  the  refined  taste  of  our  hostess,  having 
never  met  with  any  thing  of  the  land  in  Columbia. 
After  breakfast,  Mr.  Arboleda  proposed  that  we 
should  ride  to  one  of  his  hills  to  see  (he  operation 
of  washing  for  gold  dust,  which  was  a  league  from 
Capio.  On  our  arrival,  we  found  about  a  dosen 
nq^resses  very  neatly  dressed  in»  white  petticoats 
with  blue  ornaments  and  large  straw  hats,  busily 
employed,  by  the  side  of  a  small  stream,  washing 
the  earth  in  bateas  (or  wooden  bowls),  for  the  gold 
dust,  while  the  negroes  were  occupied  in  bringing 
the  red  day  to  the  side  of  the  water.  Mr.  Arbo- 
leda explained  to  me  the  manner  in  which  the  ne- 
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groes  separate  the  earth  and  other  stony  partidea 
from  the  gold  dust,  which,  he  said,  in  the  depute 
ment  of  Cauca  was  a  very  mmple  opemtimi.  The 
working  negroes,  from  long  experience,  know  imiDe> 
diotely,  on  examining  the  earth  or  day,  whether  it 
contains  mach  ore.  For  some  time  a  great  numher 
of  them  ore  employed  in  dig^ng  the  earth  and 
cmmUing  it,  and  th^i  by  means  of  a  channel 
of  water,  arlifidaUy  brought  along  the  side  of  the 
hill,  the  earth  is  moistened,  and  the  gold,  fivm  its 
weight,  falls  to  the  bottom  of  the  channel,  the 
lighter  particles  being  carried  away  by  the  current, 
which  ia  contrived  bo  as  always  to  run  with  the 
same  d^ree  of  velocity.  The  stones  are  then 
picked  out  by  the  women. 

The  canal  before  us  was  dug  on  the  third  8Cra> 
turn  of  earth,  called  peiia,  from  its  being  a  soft 
rocky  stone,  and  the  sides  and  bottom  were  kept 
smooth,  to  prevent  the  gold  dust  being  lost  in  the 
crevices.  After  the  stones  were  taken  out,  and  the 
earth  carried  off  by  the  water,  there  remained  in 
the  canal  gold  dust,  very  small  stones,  a  quantity 
of  sand,  and  particles  ofiron,     All  these  substances 
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60  deposited  are  collected  in  large  wooden  bowls. 
The  women  take  a  small  quantity  of  the  above  in- 
gredients into  their  bateas,  and  shake  them  about 
very  skilfully  on  the  surface  of  the  water,  taking 
care  to  get  rid  of  the  extraneous  substances,  and 
retaining  in  the  batea  the  gold  dust,  mixed  with 
fine  sand.  As  this  sand  is  very  small,  and  spe- 
cifically heavier  than  the  water,  the  miners,  in  order 
to  thicken  the  water,  mix  with  it  a  certain  herb, 
which  is  generaUy  found  in  the  mming  districts, 
and  by  its  means  separate  the  gold  firom  the  sand 
in  the  following  manner. 

They  place  the  ore  in  a  kind  of  basin  or  pan, 
made  of  a  hide,  inclining  it  gently  towards  one  of 
the  bateas;  they  then  pour  softly  and  gradually 
this  decoction  of  the  herb  over  the  gold  and  sand, 
which,  carrying  the  sand  with  it  into  the  batea, 
leaves  the  pure  gold  in  the  basin  of  hide.  Then  a 
piece  of  lighted  wood  is  brought  to  a  negress,  who 
dries  the  gold,  and  puts  it  into  paper.  Such  was 
the  process  we  witnessed  at  Mr.  Arbolcda's  mines, 
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and  XD  old  negras  pnMAted  me  the  paper  filled 
«ith  gold  dost,  aD  the  sl«m  excUiming  repeUnOy 
ai  tbe  staae  time,  *'  viva  cl  Setwr  Arbolrda."  He 
gave  them  a  handful  of  ailTFr,  and  I  presented  to 
the  sUves  some  gold  in  a  more  solid  tangiltic  sliape 
than  the  gold  dost.  All  these  n«-groes  worked  at 
gold  vasfaing  fiiur  days  in  the  week  for  SeAor  Ar- 
boleda,  and  two  days  for  tbenisclved  in  the  minn. 
Eoeh  married  man  had  a  cottage  and  a  small  piece 
pf  ground  for  cultivation,  for  which  he  paid  bd 
rent.  From  what  I  witnessed,  I  believe  these  alaiM 
are  most  happy  and  com&ruMc  under  their  pre- 
sent master,    and  enjoy  more  uf  the  confotrU  of 
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jWEurc  to  great  heat  does  not  prove  injtirious  to 
Africans,  although  it  would  be  fatal  to  Kuropean 
constitutions.  The  thermometer  at  two  r.H.  in  the 
shade,  was  79°-  This  mine  was  called  "  St.  Vin- 
centc  de  Quiramays." 

Mr.  Arboleda  had  a  very  nice  ^rden  laid  out 
in  parteiTCB,  with  a  variety  of  flowers  and  plants 
in  it,  and  among  them  some  small  cypress  trees  he 
had  brought  from  Peru.  Some  years  back  liis 
father  established  a  cotton  manufactory  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  Popayan.  When  the  Spanish  viceroy 
heard  of  tt  at  Bogota,  he  gave  orders  that  it  ahould 
be  destroyed ! ! !  The  estate  of  Capia  is  seven 
Spanish  leagues  in  circumference,  and  Mr.  jVrboleda 
told  us  that  some  of  the  estates  in  the  valley  of 
Cauca  were  much  larger. 

At  the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  the  slaves  ge- 
nerally in  the  province  of  Cauca,  and  the  province 
of  Cboco,  tirst  espoused  the  cause  of  the  Spaniards ; 
but  the  act  of  emancipation  passed  by  the  general 
congress  had  the  effect  of  converting  them  into 
^ends  of  the  patriot  cause. 
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Since  my  return  to  England  I  have  been  ex- 
tremely sorry  to  hear  firom  Mr.  Hurtado,  that  a 
younger  brother  of  Mr.  Arboleda  had  been  com- 
pelled, firom  the  state  of  his  health,  to  return  to  Co- 
lumbia. I  became  acquainted  with  him  at  B<^t& ; 
he  had  come  over  to  this  country  in  order  to  learn 
the  English  language. 

On  Sunday,  88th  of  November,  we  took  leave  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Arboleda,  having  passed  two  most 
agreeable  days  with  them.  Mr.  Arboleda  begged 
my  acceptance  of  a  map,  which  he  had  made  him- 
self, of  the  department  of  the  Cauca  and  this  part 
of  the  coast  of  the  Pacific,  which  I  have  published 
with  this  work,  and  which  I  have  reason  to  believe 
is  correct.  Mr.  Arboleda  accompanied  us  a  league  on 
the  road,  and  then  sent  a  guide  on  with  us,  as  some 
parts  of  the  way  were  nearly  impervious,  excepting 
by  the  passes,  which  were  only  known  to  the  people 
of  the  neighbourhood. 

The  weather  had  now  set  in  fine,  and  we  had  a 
most  dclightfiil  ride  for  five  leagues  through  this 
iiue  valley,  until  wc  arrived  at  the  hacienda   of 
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Cabrede  Secca.  We  slept  at  the  foot  of  the 
Cordillera  which  separates  the  valley  of  Cauca 
from  the  province  of  Neyva,  from  which  descended 
small  rivers  whose  waters  were  as  clear  as  crystal. 
One  river,  called  the  Pelo,  is  sometimes  crossed  in 
canoes,  but  we  were  able  to  ride  through  it.  Our 
guide  told  us  that  all  the  beds  of  these  rivers  con- 
tained gold  dust,  and  that  considerable  quantities 
were  sometimes  obtained  by  the  natives  washing  the 
sand  of  the  Cauca. 

The  situation  ofCabreda  Secca  was  really  beautifrd, 
having  two  clear  streams  running  on  each  side  within 
a  few  hundred  yards  of  the  house,  flanked  also  by 
noble  woods,  and  in  the  frx)nt  and  rear  were  ex- 
tensive pasture  groimds  well  stocked  with  cattle. 
From  the  front  of  the  house,  you  had  a  distinct 
view  of  the  convents,  churches,  and  white  houses 
of  the  town  of  Calli,  with  the  grand  range  of 
mountains  in  its  rear  which  separates  this  valley 
from  the  Pacific  Ocean ;  and  in  the  rear  of  the  ha- 
cienda were  the  Cordilleras  which  we  had  on  our 
right   during  our  journey.      On  our  arrival,  the 
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Blavea  said  their  master  iru  firom  home  for  a  day 
or  two,  and  refused  to  eell  ua  a  couple  of  fowls 
which  we  wished  to  dress  for  our  dinner.  As  we 
had  nothing  to  cat,  and  there  was  abundance  of 
poultry  in  the  yard,  we  determined  on  killing  a 
couple,  and  paying  for  them.  Whilst  my  servants 
were  in  the  act  of  catching  the  fowls,  the  master  of 
the  house  made  his  appearance,  who,  we  found  out, 
had  been  taking  his  siesta  after  dinner.  I  informed 
him  of  the  conduct  of  his  slaves,  which  he  con- 
demned, and  ordered  them  to  kill  poultry  for  us. 
Wc  thought,  however,  he  did  not  give  these  orders 
with  a  very  good  grace,  but  afterwards  .we  became 
good  friendti,  and  walked  with  him  into  his  garden, 
where  he  showed  us  a  large  cinnamon  tree  twenty 
years  old,  some  line  tobacco  plants,  and  a  tree  with 
large  round  fruit  on  it.  The  sliell  that  covers  this 
fruit  is  made  into  tertumas,  or  bowls,  by  the  i»eople. 
He  ordered  one  of  his  servants  to  gather  us  some 
dwarf  French  beans,  the  first  wc  had  seen  in  Co- 
lunibia,  and  to  boil  them  for  our  dinner.  In  his 
woods  wc  received  a  welcome  from  our  Alagdalciia 
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friends^  as  the  red  monkeys,  scarlet  macaws,  and 
green  parrots  were  in  abundance,  which  proved  we 
had  again  entered  a  tropical  climate,  although  we 
did  not  find  the  heat  oppressive,  owing  to  a  fine 
cool  breeze  which  descended  from  the  high  mountains 
in  the  rear.  Our  landlord  gave  us  a  great  deal  of 
information  about  the  animals  and  birds  which  are 
found  in  the  valley  of  Cauca,  and  said  that  there 
were  seven  different  kinds  of  macaws  and  parrots 
there.  Some  of  the  latter  had  yellow  plumage  on 
the  breast,  wings,  and  tail,  and  red  feathers  on  the 
head.  In  the  plains  were  abundance  of  stags, 
deer,  wild  turkeys,  a  species  of  grouse,  and  par- 
tridges. About  two  months  before,  our  host  and 
his  slaves  had  killed  a  large  fat  black  bear,  which 
he  considered  good  meat  when  roasted. 

For  upwards  of  two  years  he  had  lived  in  the 
Cordilleras,  behind  his  house,  when  the  valley  of 
Cauca  was  occupied  by  the  Spaniards,  where  he 
was  frequently  on  the  point  of  being  starved 
to  death,  and  where  he  underwent  almost  incre- 
dible hardships.      The  Spaniiurds  robbed  him  of 
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ind  killed  and  carried  off  all  the 
L'aitli'  lu'loiijrini;  to  the  csute.  Notwithstanding 
tlii~  (IcvtriK'tioii,  exccHent  meat  could  be  purchased 
at  tliric  i>Lnco  per  pound.  la  the  afternoon,  we 
Kiiiv  ilic  sl;ivcs  )aso  a  bull  very  adroitly,  mhA 
ill  lialt'  an  huur  he  was  skioned,  cut  up,  and  di- 
\i(1i'<l  aiiioti^Kt  the  negroes  belouf^g  to  the  estate, 
^ill  wKkU  work  was  done  in  the  open  6eld.  An 
^trnilu  (or  2o  Wk.)  of  beef  was  allowed  to  each  full 
jiunvn  slave  for  a  month's  allowance. 

All  till-  large  haciendas  in  this  valley  have  th^ 
eJiaiuK  ami  cureu,  who  say  mass  to  the  negroes 
moriiiiij;  and  evening,  and  confess  them.      There  is 
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mounted  our  mules,  and  bid  adieu  to  the  owner  of 
Cabeda  Secca,  and  in  passing  through  a  wood  near  his 
house  saw  a  great  many  nests  of  the  oropenduluro, 
hanging  from  the  branches  of  the  highest  trees. — 
Wild  cotton  and  vanilla  are  found  here  in  abundance, 
but  the  natives  scarcely  ever  gather  them,  not  having 
a  market  for  these  articles.     On  crossing  some  of 
the  small  rivers  this  day,  we  observed  that  the  water 
was  of  a  reddish  colour,  and  on  enquiry,  foimd  it 
was  caused  by  washing  the  red  clay  for  gold  dust 
Our  ride  this  day  was  most  agreeable ;  we  enjoyed 
a  refreshing  cool  breeze  from  the  north,  and  every 
three  or  four  miles  passed,  either  to  the  right  or 
left  of  the  road,  haciendas,  belonging  to  different 
gentlemen,  some  of  which  were   substantial,  good 
houses  ^  and  near  these  places,  there  were  nume- 
rous cottages  built  of  bamboo,  with  fences  and  small 
enclosures  made  of  cane,  in  a  very  neat,  and  at  the 
same  time  strong  manner.      In  these  cottages  a 
great  many  of  the  free  peasantry  lived ;  who  were 
a  tall,  dark,  handsome  looking  people,  well  clad,  and 
possessing,  what  is  pleasant  to  see  in  all  countries, 
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a  number  of  little  comfort*  nttocbed  to  their  cot< 
tagcs. 

Wc  had  now  got  well  into  the  valley  of  Cauca. 
and  I  found  the  favourable  reports  I  had  received 

relative  to  this  vale  had  not  been  exaggerated ;  for 
I  had  seen  no  part  of  Columbia  that  could  bear  any 
comparison  with  this  extensive  valley,  either  in  the 
fertility  of  its  soil,  or  in  the  beauty  of  its  scenery, 
and  comfortable  and  respectable  appearance  of  the 
country  houses  and  cottages  ;  and  tfaiB  was  the 
state  of  things  at  the  conclusion  of  a  sangui- 
nary civil  n  ar,  which  had  raged  all  over  the  countiy 
for  fourteen   or  fi^een  years.      What  might  lln^ 
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as  during  the  war  they  had  been  deserted  by  their 
proprietors,  and  had  fallen  into  decay  from  the  want 
of  timely  repair. 

We  arrived  at  three  o'clock  at  a  large  country 
house  called  El  Bolo,  where  we  were  politely  re- 
ceived by  Sefior  Caytano  de  Erenbol,  doctor  of 
law,  late  a  member  of  Congress,  but  who  had  lately 
given  in  his  resignation  on  account  of  his  living  at 
so  great  a  distance  from  Bogotd ;  and  he  was  also 
anxious  to  look  personally  after  his  property,  and 
endeavour  gradually  to  improve  it,  and  bring  it  back 
to  its  former  state,  as  it  had  shared  the  fate  of  all 
other  estates  and  been  well  plundered  by  the  Spa- 
niards. He  had  two  nephews  living  with  him, 
fine  young  men,  who  had  been  educated  at  one  of 
the  public  colleges  at  Bogota.  Our  dinner  was 
rather  a  curious  one ;  first  soup,  then  a  course  of 
vegetables,  followed  by  meat  and  fruits,  which  were 
removed  for  dulces  and  sweet  things  with  cheese, 
which  the  Americans  eat  together. 

This  gentleman  had  a  brace  of  the  handsomest 
grayhounds  I  had  seen  in  this  country,  marked 
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black  and  white;  he  told  me  he  hid  got  them  Cruin 
GuyaquU  lo  hunt  deer,  and  tlul  ihcj-  were  very  swjA 
uf  foot.  In  the  room  vas  hanging  a  beautiful 
painting  of  tlic  Virgin  and  infant  Jcsuf,  whidi 
came  Ironi  Quito.  I  gave  Gevcnl  broad  hint*  thai 
I  eliould  like  to  purchase  the  painting,  as  I  Aill 
felt  anxious  to  bring  the  work  of  tht;  Quitoniu 
mnstcr  to  England,  but  these  hints  were  not  taken, 
as  Senor  C'aytano  had  a  high  value  for  this  picture. 
The  countenances  of  the  virgin  and  child  were 
very  pleasing  and  interestiug,  the  style  of  compoM- 
tion  was  good,  and  the  colouring  full  of  truth, 
warmth,  and  force.     I  regretted  not  being  able  to_ 
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is  constantly  saying  "  Dios  ti  de.""  There  is  also  here 
a  mico  (or  small  brown  monkey),  with  a  large  bushy 
tail ;  and  another  species  also  of  a  light  brown, 
with  a  long  tail :  each  holds  that  of  its  companion  in 
skipping  &om  tree  to  tree,  or  in  crossing  small 
rivers. 

The  nephews  were  great  sportsmen,  and  told 
me,  that  they  had  sometimes  excellent  sport  in 
shooting  the  black  partridge  in  the  adjacent 
mountains,  which  was  the  size  of  a  hen;  this,  I 
conceive,  must  be  the  black  cock.  In  the  river 
Cauca,  these  young  men  told  me,  they  caught 
the  begre,  bochachico,  and  barbudo,  and  in  the 
smaller  rivers,  el  capitan  and  la  savilleta,  a  species 
of  small  salmon,  with  jbright  silver  scales.  They 
had  also  taken  white  and  spotted  deer :  in  short,  by 
their  account,  the  hunting  and  shooting  must  be 
capital  in  this  neighbourhood,  and  Mr.  Cade  and 
myself  regretted  that  we  could  not  remain  a  few 
days  at  this  hacienda,  to  partake  of  the  field  sports. 
However,  it  is  necessary  that  every  keen  sportsman 
should  sometimes  recollect  the  old  French  adage. 
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"  qui  va  ii  U  chasse,  perd  bs  place.*  Tbe  ptincipal 
trade  now  carried  on  from  this  part  of  tbe  valley 
of  Cauca,  was  to  Popayafi,  the  province  of  Pasto, 
and  even  as  far  as  Quito,  consisting  of  dried  beef, 
sugar,  cbocolate,  coffee,  and  spirits. 

Sefior  CaytKQO  told  me,  the  peasants  of  the  val- 
ley of  Cauca  make  excellent  soldiers;  tbey  are 
brave,  patient  under  privation,  and  obedient  on  all 
occasions  to  theit  officers.  The  battalion  formed 
in  this  valley  by  the  patriots,  fought  desperately 
against  the  Spaniards,  whom  they  detested  for  their 
cruel  conduct  and  the  robberies  and  plunder  they 
committed  in  this  beautiful  valley,  which  may  fairly 
be  called  "  the  Garden  of  Columbia."  The  pea- 
santry here  are  also  very  yidustrious,  much  more 
so  than  the  inhabitants  of  the  province  of  Xcyvs, 
on  the  other  side  of  the  Cordilleras,  to  the  east- 
ward of  Cauca. 

We  walked  out  with  Senor  Caytano  and  liis 
nephews,  who  showed  us  nearly  two  hundred  brctod 
mares,  with  their  colls  and  fillies  in  large  enclosiuts- 
Thc  Blavea  collected  them  into  these  enclosures  H 
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a  week,  to  examine  the  animals,  and  to  dress  and  fo- 
ment any  wounds  or  kicks  they  might  have  received. 
There  were  few  entire  horses  in  this  valley,  which 
was  owing  to  the  Spaniai'ds  always  carrying  them 
off  for  their  cavalry ;  these  dons  never  condescended 
to  ride  mares.     We  also  went  over  the  trapiche,  or 
sugar-mill,  and  saw  the  negroes  placing  the  sugar- 
canes  between  two  large  copper  rollers,  to  express 
the  juice  of  them  into  large  bateas  (or  wooden  bowls). 
These  bowls  are  cut  out  of  the  wood  of  a  tree, 
called  igaron,  which  bears  a  fruit  much  sought 
after  by  the  deer  and  monkeys.     The  juice  is  then 
removed    into    rather  shallow  and  wide  wooden 
troughs,  to    dear  it,    and  put  into  the  boilers, 
thence  into  large  earthen  covered  pots,  where  the 
sugar  remains  to  cooL     This  was  the  whole  pro- 
cess of  making  sugar  which  we  saw  in  the  valley  of 
Cauca ;  and  as  the  people  had  never  heard  of  refined 
sugar,  they  were  contented  with  the  article  thus 
simply  procured,  at  a  small  expense,  which  renders 
the  concern  a  profitable  one  to  the  owner. 

As  the  estates  are  of  great  extent  in  this  valley, 
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tlioBe  dkveB  who  have  the  management  of  the  oal- 
tle  are  mounted,  and  ride  remarkably  welL  Their 
appearance  on  horseback  is  aingnlar ;  a  doakp 
made  of  rushes,  covers  their  whole  bodies,  while 
their  head  is  overshadowed  by  a  hucge  stmw  hat. 
The  cloak  is  worn  to  keep  oat  the  heat  as  well  as 
the  rain.  Thdr  legs  are  bare,  bat  they  protect  their 
fiset  with  sandals,  to  which  are  attached  prodigioiis 
spurs;  they  carry  a  long  manchette  fixed  in  a 
ffidle  on  their  left  side.  I  hardly  ever  met  these 
blacks  riding  at  any  other  pace  than  a  sharp  gallop, 
and  I  was  quite  pleased  to  see  them  wheel  thdur 
horses  round,  or  halt,  in  a  moment,  with  all  thcf 
adroitness  of  a  Mameluke.  The  cattle  keepers  are 
selected  when  boys  for  this  business,  and  those 
only  who  are  quick  and  intelligent  have  the  honor 
of  filling  this  post.  There  are  also  slaves  whose 
duty  is  to  attend  their  masters  in  hunting  the  jaquar, 
leopard,  black  bear,  stag,  and  deer.  The  slaves  on 
the  estate  of  £1  Bolo,  must  have  been  numerous, 
if  one  might  judge  from  the  great  number  of  cot- 
tages near  the  mansion,  having  a  good  sized  chapel 
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in  the  centre;  but  they  had  not  certainly  the 
healthy  appearance  of  those  of  Sefior  Arboleda, 
whom  we  had  seen  washing  the  gold  dust,  and  there 
appeared  a  want  of  comfort  in  the  habitations  on 
the  estate  of  El  Bolo. — A  man  travelling  in  any 
part  of  the  world,  may  soon  discover  where  a  Sir 
Roger  de  Coverley  resides ;  the  appearance  of  the 
servants  and  dependants  soon  lets  out  the  secret, 
although  I  must  add,  in  justice  to  Sefior  Caytano, 
that  I  never  heard  he  was  an  unkind  or  severe 
master. 

On  these  sugar  estates,  a  great  number  of  pigs 
are  kept,  which  are  fattened  on  the  sugar  cane,  after 
the  juice  has  been  extracted,  and  on  other  reftise 
arising  from  the  preparation  of  the  sugar.  The  pork 
is  good  tasted,  but  rather  soft  and  flabby.  The  ne- 
groes also  get  &t  when  the  sugar  canes  are  ripe, 
being  remarkably  fond  of  it.  Mr.  Cade  and 
myself  had  the  same  taste ;  we  often  regaled  our- 
selves with  a  piece  of  sugar-cane,  after  eating  which, 
a  draught  of  cold  water  is  particularly  pleasant ; 
with  this,  a  cigar,  and  a  cup  of  chocolate,   you 
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pointed  out  to  us,  which  bears  a  small  wild  fruit, 
on  which  pigs  fiitten  quickly.  Many  of  these  trees 
grow  near  the  river  Cauca,  and  in  the  proper  season 
herds  of  swine  are  turned  out  to  fatten  on  their  pro- 
duce. We  saw  some  Guinea  fowls  at  this  hacienda, 
not  having  before  met  with  them.  They  are  full  as 
noisy  as  in  Europe,  and  are  considered  a  delicacy 
for  the  table. 

On  Tuesday  the  30th  of  November,  we  quitted 
£1  Bolo  early,  accompanied  by  Sefior  Caytano  and 
his  nephews,  who  insisted  on  escorting  us  to  the 
boundary  of  the  estate,  nearly  two  leagues  from  the 
house.  Mr.  Cade  having  much  admired  a  gray 
stallion,  four  years  old,  we  were  a  great  deal  sur- 
prised to  find  his  Grerman  servant  leading  the  horse 
away  in  the  morning,  and  on  enquiry,  we  found 
that  Sefior  Caytano  had  given  orders  that  the  horse 
should  be  delivered  to  the  servant,  for  his  master. 
Mr*  Cade  rode  up  to  Sefior  Caytano,  to  thank  him 
for  his  kindness  and  attention,  and  to  decline  ac- 
cepting the  horse,  but  all  to  no  purpose,  as  the 
Sefior  told  him,  he  should  feel  hurt  if  he  returned 
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his  present,  particularly  aflor  adinmtijt  tlie  aninud 
8o  much  tlie  preceding  oveiung.  This  van  cer- 
tainly not  a  Spanish  compltffltiit.  Wc  had  aone 
rain  this  morning,  but  not  heavy,  and  our  ride  va«, 
as  usual,  agreeable  and  pleasant.  About  two  o'dotJc 
we  met  Dr.  Soto,  a  clergyman,  and  lit*  kou,  who 
had  come  to  the  confines  of  his  estnto  to  meet  us; 
the  Bishop  of  Popayan  had  written,  ajiprising  him 
that  we  lihoidd  arrive  about  the  latter  cud  of  (be 
month ;  and  I  had  also  a  letter  of  introduclaDn  to 
him  from  the  worthy  bishop.  The  doctor  cjnbruc«d 
us,  and  received  us  in  the  kindest  manner,  and  told 
me  that  he  would  excommunicate  ua  if  wc  did  not 
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was,  that  Dr.  Soto  was  universally  beloved  in  the 
valley  of  Cauca,  where  he  had  great  influence  with 
all  classes,  and  was  also  much  respected.  He  told 
me,  that  himself  and  Seiior  Caycedo  (since  killed 
in  action  by  the  Pastucians)  were  the  two  first  gen- 
tlemen who  raised  the  inhabitants  of  the  valley  of 
Cauca  to  resist  the  tyranny  of  the  Spaniards,  and 
that  he  considered  it  the  most  glorious  deed  of  his 
whole  life. 

The  doctor,  previous  to  becoming  a  priest,  had 
married,  and  had  several  children,  two  sons  and  a 
daughter,  who  were  now  grown  up  and  living  .with 
him.  Our  first  meal  convinced  us  he  was  a  bon 
vivant ;  every  dish  was  well  dressed,  agreeably  to 
the  Spanish  style  of  cookery,  and  the  doctor,  as 
well  as  ourselves,  had  an  excellent  appetite. 
After  dinner,  he  related  to  us  some  of  the  events 
of  the  late  war,  from  which  we  discovered,  that 
the  old  divine  (I  suppose  he  was  sixty-five)  could 
fight  as  well  as  preach  ;  he  certainly  did  not  preach 
over  his  wine,  which  was  old  Malaga,  and  very 
fine.     He  had  been  taken  prisoner  by  the  Spanish 


ftami  S^a^n,  «ho  «i>  i&svMiU  vjccniy  of 
Sew  GrettMla.  lad  wot  bjr  kim  to  Quito.  Wbea 
be  w  fTunniri  br  tbe  captain-genenU  of  tint 
proTiiKe,  Meatcs,  W  Iwlffly  mvnl  that  ho  «u 
a  paSnM.  and  tbtt  aottog  AwH  induce  him  to 
dta^e  ku  poBiifd  andBOBs.  Tliis  fruikness 
pleased  the  i  i[iliiii  gwnl  to  nmcfa,  who  wu  a 
man  of  educatioa  and  of  a  humane  diepoeitioii, 
that  be  immediueljr  gave  ofden  to  let  the  doctor 
go  vbere  he  Bkcd,  nmuiiaBg  **diat  md  fiai^ 
sod  <^>ei)  eaenues  ihiHdd  be  tnwted  ^tfa  libenlitjr." 
1  suspect  il'  there  had  beoi  «  Sew  n 
in  the  njuutrr,  at  the  aiftuu-geiteai  1 
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On  the  morning  of  the  1st  of  December,  a  de- 
putation of  the  principal  people  of  the  little  town 
of  Llano  Grande  arrived  at  the  doctor'^s  house,  to 
congratulate  us  on  our  safe  arrival  m  this  neigh- 
bourhood,  and  to  request  we  would  do  them  the 
honor  of  visiting  th^  town.  I  told  them  I  should 
have  much  pleasure  in  acceding  to  their  wishes, 
and  accordingly,  as  soon  as  we  had  breakfasted, 
and  our  host  was  booted  and  spurred,  we  all 
mounted  our  horses  and  mules  for  the  town  of 
Llano  Grande,  which  was  about  three  quarters  of 
a  league  distant.  On  our  approach  to  the  town, 
we  were  met  by  a  great  many  more  horsemen, 
who  joined  our  cavalcade,  and  in  this  manner 
we  rode  through  the  streets  of  Llano  Grande,  re- 
ceiving the  smiles  of  the  old  and  young  women 
and  the  bows  of  the  men. 

Llano  Grande  is  a  neat  little  town,  and,  as  its 
name  denotes,  is  situated  in  an  immense  plain,  al- 
most in  the  centre  of  the  valley  of  Cauca.  This 
plain  is  a  fine  rich  pasture,  and  supports  a  vast 
number  of  cattle,  which  constitute  the  riches  of  the 
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in  these  provinces.  I  commissioned  the  doctor 
to  offer  the  gentleman  fifty  dollars  for  the  bird, 
which  he  did,  and  I  believe  I  should  have  effected 
the  purchase,  had  not  the  lady,  and  I  suppose  the 
Indian  girl,  put  in  their  vetos  against  the  sale.  I 
had  never  seen  a  yellow  parrot  before,  nor  have  I 
ever  met  with  such  a  bird  since.  I  had  s  black 
parrot  with  me  at  the  time,  which  I  had  procured 
at  Popayan.  I  was  shown  some  embroidery,  which 
was  very  beautiiul  and  had  been  worked  by  the  aame 
Indian  girl  who  prized  the  parrot  bo  much.  Among 
the  persons  who  came  out  to  meet  us,  was  our  friend 
the  merchant  with  nhom  we  had  fallen  in  on  the  road 
from  Barbacoas,  and  I  found  this  town  was  his  place 
of  residence,  and  not  Baga,  as  I  at  first  understood. 
He  very  civilly  requested  we  would  take  some  re- 
freshments at  his  house,  and  introduced  us  to  his 
wife,  who  was  a  pretty  little  woman.  After  we 
had  been  a  short  time  with  him,  he  intjuired  if  I 
was  a  mineralogist.  I  told  him  I  knew  a  little  on 
the  subject,  but  not  much.  He  then  showed  me  a 
piece  of  pure  gold,  weighing  rather  more  than' two 
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the  tears  trickle  down  the  good  old  man'^s  cheeks, 
who  could  not  find  utterance  for  his  words,  being 
quite  overcome  by  his  feelings.  I  perceived  at  once 
the  amor  patriae  burning  in  his  breast ;  no  selfish 
motives  had  influenced  his  political  conduct :  the 
people  were  fully  aware  of  his  good  qualities, 
and  he  was  sincerely  beloved  by  every  one.  We 
had  afterwards  a  small  party  to  meet  us  at  dinner, 
and  passed  the  day  very  agreeably.  Our  host 
had  a  tolerably  good  library  and  some  French 
books,  among  which  I  found  the  amusing  one  of 
Les  Causes  Celebres.  We  walked  over  the  farm- 
yard, and  found  every  thing  in  excellent  order: 
the  agricultural  department  was  managed  by  his 
sons.  We  saw  plenty  of  fat  pigs  and  a  couple  of 
peacocks,  one  of  which  had  been  in  his  possession 
thirty  years.  It  was  a  singular  circumstance  that 
the  pea  hens  always  died.  The  doctor  had  a 
great  desire  to  get  some  geese,  never  having  seen 
any,  and  I   promised  to  send  him  a  couple  from 

Bogota. 

The  great  source  of  an\,usement  to  Dr.  Soto  was 
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his  garden,  which  was  in  the  nicest  order,  having 
small  artificial  streams  running  through  different 
parts  of  it,  to  convey  water  to  the  trees,  plants, 
and  flowers,  at  all  seasons.  He  was  a  sdcntific 
botanist  and  florist,  and  piqued  himself  on  having 
introduced  some  useful  plants  and  trees  into  the 
valley  of  Cauca.  The  doctor  pointed  out  to  us 
the  following,  in  his  garden,  all  looking  very 
healthy : — 

The  mango  of  J&midca :  the  &ago  plant  from 
Jamaica ;  the  bread  tree,  from  the  South  Sea  Is- 
lands :  the  nispero,  twice  the  size  of  a  large  straw- 
berry, the  taste  of  which  resembled  the  quava  jelly : 
the  membrillo,  very  good  in  cases  of  dysentery; 
preserves  arc  likewise  made  of  it :  the  pita,  hke 
the  pine,  the  seed  of  which,  chewed,  acta  as  a 
frcntle  purgative :  the  maragon,  shaped  like  a 
pear ;  this  fruit  is  excellent  for  preserves,  resem- 
bling in  colour  a  rosy  apple ;  the  seed  is  on  the  oul- 
side  of  the  fruit ;  the  peel  of  the  maragon  is  an  ac- 
tive caustic :  camito,  a  large  tree,  the  fruit  nearly 
the  size  of  a  melon.  All  these  trees  bear  fruit  twice 
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a  year.  Sweet  orange,  lemon,  chirimdyas,  tamarind, 
and  coffee  trees;  the  coffee  was  gathered  every 
morning  from  the  tree,  and  roasted  for  our  break- 
fiist :  the  aguacate,  the  fruit  is  of  an  olive  colour, 
in  shape  like  a  large  bottle,  rich  and  oily,  and  oil  is 
extracted  from  it :  the  sapota,  its  fruit  is  like  the 
mango,  sweet  and  of  a  fine  flavour :  mamei,  a  fruit 
from  Columbia  and  the  vSDey  oT  Cttcut^,  sometimes 
the  size  of  a  boy'^s  head,  very  sweet ;  preserves  are 
made  of  it :  three  sorts  of  pine-apples  and  a  va- 
riety of  melons :  plantains  of  St.  Domingo,  of  Ota- 
heite,  of  Acton,  of  Magrondo,  of  Azaranfado,  of 
Mauteguillo,  Negro,  Guinea ;  from  this  last  vinegar 
is  distilled. 

The  doctor  also  informed  me  there  were  a  great 
many  wild  fruits  in  the  valley  of  Cauca,  among 
them  the  madrona,  colour  yellow,  its  taste  sweet, 
with  a  little  acidity,  the  size  of  a  cocoa-nut :  the 
uchova,  size  of  a  cherry,  amber  colour,  good  as  a 
preserve :  the  bad^a,  also  sweet,  with  a  little 
acidity,  the  size  of  a  melon,  colour  green  and  yellow: 
cojorosos,  a  small  wild  cocoa-nut,  the  size  of  a 
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wahutly  the  kernel  voypleMiiit  to  die  tasto:  die 
agKMM,  a  amaU  wild  bled  giqpe,  fiom  whidi  wine 
nd  yin^gar  tie  niede ;  the  jmee  eitiactod  fiem  die 
tree  U  taken  ae  a  imwKfme  m  hilioui  fiwrqra.  Then 
wcfe  alflo  in  die  doctor*g  gaiden  a  gieat  TarieCy  of 
medicinal  plants,  whoee  qualities  he  appealed  toim* 
dentand  peiftcdy.  Aa  much  of  his  time  was  paased 
in  odlectuig  and  coldTating  herbs,  he  beeamea St. 
Luke  in  his  ndghboorhood,  and  was  aMe  to  ad- 
minister tarn  curse  corporis  quam  animarum.  In 
this  valley  also  they  cultivate  three  sorts  of  Indian 
com,  and  three  sorts  of  tobacco. 

I  omitted  to  mention  a  plant  called  the  col^gal, 
which  was  in  the  doctor^s  garden ;  it  bore  a  bright 
scarlet  flower  like  a  geranium,  a  decoction  of  which 
is  an  antidote  to  the  bite  of  snakes.  We  were  never 
tired  of  walking  in  this  garden,  and  the  doctor 
seemed  much  pleased  at  our  taking  so  much  interest 
in  his  trees  and  plants.  He  made  us  laugh  heartOy 
with  an  account  of  his  manner  of  rejoicing,  on  hear- 
ing the  news  of  the  great  victory  obtained  by  Boli- 
var at  Boyaea.     He  said,  he  determined  that  every 
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animal  and  bird  belonging  to  him  should  get  drunk 
on  this  glorious  occasion,  and  he  therefore  gave  his 
horses,  cows,  pigs,  poultry,  &c.  as  much  of  the  juice 
of  the  sugar-cane  as  they  could  drink,  and  he  said 
he  was  highly  entertained  at  seeing  the  pigs  jump 
about  in  the  most  frolicsome  manner. 

A  &t  ox,  previous  to  the  war,  was  not  worth  in 
the  valley  of  Cauca  more  than  sixteen  dollars. 
The  sheep  lamb  twice  in  the  year.  With  respect 
to  snakes,  the  doctor  said  they  had  one  sort  peculiar 
to  the  valley  of  Cauca,  called  the  Jarruma ;  it  is 
small,  and  exactly  the  colour  of  the  tobacco-leaf 
when  prepared  for  smoking ;  the  bite  is  considered 
extremely  venomous,  but,  fortunately  for  the  inha- 
bitants, this  snake  is  rare,  and  also  drowsy. 

On  Thursday,  2d  December,  we  left  the  hospit- 
able mansion  of  Dr.  Soto,  who,  with  his  sons,  in- 
sisted on  accompanying  us  a  league  on  the  road. 
The  doctor  gave  us  an  affectionate  embrace,  exclaim- 
ing in  Spanish  ^^  I  love  the  English  nation  most 
sincerely  for  their  virtues  and  their  bravery .""  I 
must  say 9  I  never  saw  a  man  who  gained  so  much 
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on  Client  aSectionfl  as  this  gndenuD;  hifl  fiank-^ 
nan  and  urbanity  of  manner  were  quite  deUi^itfiiL 
Poor  Dr.  Soto !  I  think  there  is  but  little  dianoe 
of  our  meeting  again  in  thia  world,  aa  I  heard, 
prerioualy  to  my  leaying  Bogota,  that  he  waa  da»- 

gerouflty  ill* 

The  reat  of  our  journey  this  day  Mr.  Cade  and 
myself  passed  in  a  pensive  mood,  until  we  aniTedat 
Ihe  hadenda  of  Guavas,  five  Spanidi  leagues  distant 
firom  the  doctor^s  bouse.  The  proprietor  of  this 
estate  was  his  nephew,  to  whom  he  had  kindly  given 
us  a  letter  of  introduction.  His  style  of  living 
was  by  no  means  equal  to  that  of  his  unde, 
but  it  was  prudent  to  have  a  banyan  day  after  the 
feasting  of  St.  Jose.  The  situation  of  this  hacienda 
was  open,  in  the  centre  of  a  large  fertile  plain,  with 
a  fine  stream  of  water  near  the  house,  in  which  we 
bathed  early  in  the  morning.  Our  landlord'*s  mind 
was  not  quite  so  well  cultivated  as  the  doctor^s ;  he 
asked  a  great  many  questions  relative  to  England, 
and  amongst  others,  whether  we  had  any  cats  in  our 
country ;  I  assured  him  we  had,  and  plenty  of  rats 
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and  mice  to  amuse  them.  Another  gentleman  en- 
quired of  Mr.  Cade,  whether  England  was  not  di- 
vided from  France  by  a  high  range  of  mountains. 

We  left  this  hacienda  early,  accompanied  by  the 
owner ;  and  as  we  approached  the  town  of  Bouga, 
we  observed  country-houses  at  every  mile  and  a 
half  on  the  right  and  left  of  the  road,  and  the  po- 
pulation appeared  considerable.  Here  and  there 
were  large  enclosures,  with  strong  bamboo  fences 
round  them,  in  which  were  growing  the  finest  trees, 
apparently  as  if  they  had  been  planted  to  give  ef- 
fect to  the  scenery,  and  which  gave  to  these  fields 
the  appearance  of  a  gentleman'^s  park  in  England. 
We  passed  also  through  a  noble  forest,  well 
watered  with  clear  streams.  Here  we  saw  some 
prodigiously  large  trees,  whose  wide-spreading 
branches  covered  a  vast  space  of  ground.  One 
river,  called  the  Hinatura,  was  pointed  out  to  us, 
on  the  banks  of  which  they  wash  for  gold  dust,  but 
it  is  not  procured  in. any  great  quantity. 

On  reaching  the  summit  of  a   small  hill  about 
three  miles  from  the  town  of  Bouga,  we  saw  to  our 
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great  Mtonifliineiit  the  wlide  cibfldo  (or  ootp^ 
ration)  headed  by  a  band  of  muric,  and  laq^e 
crowds  of  pec^  on  foot,  coming  towarda  ui. 
When  they  approached,  a  speech  was  addresaed  to 
me,  wdcoming  our  party  to  Booga,  to  whidi  I  made 
a  short  reply,  and  we  all  rode  into  Bonga  togetlier  ; 
the  mob  at  intervals  huming  and  shoutiog  ^  ybm 
los  Inf^eses,  viva  la  Cdambia,  y  noestio  Bolivar.** 
On  entering  the  town  the  band  struck  up,  and 
rockets  and  fire-works  were  let  off  in  all  direc- 
tions. This  kind  reception  was  extremely  flat- 
tering to  Mr.  Cade  and  myself,  and  our  servants 
appeared  to  enjoy  the  fim  as  much  as  any  of  the 
party.  The  cabildo  conducted  us  to  a  lai^  house, 
which  had  been  prepared  for  our  reception,  and 
wine,  cakes,  and  sweetmeats,  were  set  out  on  the 
table.  In  a  short  time  they  retired,  that  we  might 
repose  after  our  journey,  saying  they  should  do 
themselves  the  honor  of  dining  with  me  at  fbur 
o^clock,  and  that  a  lady  and  six  slaves  were  in 
the  house  to  see  we  had  every  thing  we  required 
during  our  residence  at  Bouga.     This  was  really 
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doing  tbe  thiogcomme  il  faut,  and  I  hegxa  to  think 
if  we  were  treated  in  this  noble  and  hospitable 
manner  throughout  the  valley  of  Cauca,  I  »houM 
never  get  back  to  Bogota. 

At  the  last  hacienda  where  we  stopt  I  received 
a  message  from  some  of  the  inliabitants  of  Catli, 
staling  they  were  exceedingly  disappointed  that  I 
had  not  paid  a  visit  to  their  town.  I  told  their 
mesGenger,  that  I  well  knew  how  to  appreciate  the 
kindness  of  the  good  people  of  CalH,  but  that  my 
time  was  limited,  and  that  1  could  not  possibly 
deviate  so  far  from  my  road. 

A  considerable  trade  is  carried  on  between  tliis 
town  and  the  port  of  Buenaventura  on  the  Pa- 
cific. Going  from  Calli  you  travel  two  days  by 
land,  and  then  embark  in  a  small  canoe  on  the  river 
d'Aqua,  and  in  two  days  more  you  are  at  the  pott  of 
Buenaventura,  which  is  at  present  only  a  miserable 
village,  with  a  captain  who  commands  a  small  de- 
tachment of  the  military.  The  navigation  of  the 
river  d'Aqua  is  dangerous,  from  its  great  rapidity 
and  sharp  descent  and  large  rocky  stones  in  the 
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bed  of  the  river ;  hut  the  negroes  display  greit 
sltill  and  dexterity  in  guiding  their  cwm 
all  these  difiiculties. 

The  port  of  Uucnaventuni  is  tine,  and,  I  uiidcx*^ 
stand,  capable  of  containing  a  great  number  of 
large  vessels.  Perhaps,  ere  long,  the  poor  village 
of  Buenaventura  may  become  a  eummcrcial  town 
of  some  consequence,  when  the  cum muoi cation 
with  the  interior  is  improved. 

At  four  o'clock  all  the  members  of  the  corpt^ 
ration  and  some  military  gentlemen  returned,  and 
we  adjourned  into  another  apartment,  where  a 
sumptuous   dinner  vas  served,  and  I  waa  obliged. 
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may  be  seen  every  day  at  cold  formal  dinner  par- 
ties in  this  country.  I  have  often  sat  by  a  lady 
who,  for  the  first  quarter  of  an  hour,  could  only 
utter  a  short  "  yes  ",  or  **  no  ^,  but  a  glass  or  two 
of  sparkling  champagne  soon  transformed  the  frigid 
fieur  one  into  a  pleasant  chatty  companion. 

The  next  morning  at  ten  o'^clock  all  the  clergy, 
the  juez  politico  (or  chief  judge),  and  the  corpo- 
ration, visited  me  in  form,  and  until  dinner-time 
we  amused  ourselves  in  walking  about  the  town, 
which  was  well  built,  the  houses  generally  low. 
There  was  rather  a  fine  square  in  one  part  of  the 
town.  At  four  we  went  to  dine  with  the  chief  judge, 
Senor  Barcla.  The  party  consisted  of  twenty-five 
persons ;  and  if  I  may  judge  from  these  two  dinners, 
the  people  of  Bouga  were  determined  to  convince 
us  that  they  knew  how  to  live.  I  was  introduced  to 
Sefior  Barclays  wife  and  two  daughters,  the  latter 
pretty  lively  brunettes ;  and  we  were  very  sorry  to 
find  they  were  not  to  be  of  our  party  at  dinner,  as 
it  was  contrary  to  etiquette  here  for  ladies  to  dine 
with  the  gentlemen  on  these  occasions.     I   was 
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ctbli^cd,  as  1  hid  dose  befove,  to  take  the  head  of 
the  uble,  but  all  the  gndficatiaD  I  shouh]  have  dB> 
rived  from  the  sodetjr  md  boapitality  was  allo^ 
by  one  of  the  akaUe's  iaaauag  un  sundiiig  bdiind 
my  chair,  ami  waiting  om  me  dtmng  ditmer :  and 
noivith&tanding  atl  nij  imotutniices  I  could  not 
prevail  on  this  gentleman  to  give  u|>  his  menial 
duties.  AAcr  the  dinner  was  over,  the  alcalde  re- 
tired into  another  apsTtmentr  where  he  got  a  hnr- 
rieil  meal.  »nd  then  juined  our  party.  I  giqipuac 
this  is  one  of  the  nbomioable  Spanish  custoiiH  at 
eli4uetto,  and  the  soodct  it  is  got  rid  of  the  better; 
it  ill  suits  the  dtaiacter  of  citisens  of  an  itMte' 
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of  the  ladies  of  Bogotd  and  Popayan.  About 
nine  in  the  evening  we  repaired  to  tlie  large 
square,  where  a  small  balloon  was  let  ofT,  and  more 
fire-works,  as  a  compliment  to  us. 

The  population  of  Bouga,  at  this  time,  was  com- 
puted at  between  5000  and  6000  persons  ;  before 
the  civil  war  it  was  much  more  numerous.  The 
canton  contains  20,000  souls.  Most  of  the  best 
houses  in  the  town  belong  to  gentlemen  who  have 
haciendas  in  the  neighbourhood,  where  tliey  reside 
for  nine  months  in  the  year,  and  the  other  three  at 
their  town  residences,  following  the  example  of  our 
rich  people  in  England.  Christmas  is  the  time  when 
they  come  to  Bouga  to  enjoy  the  festivities  of  the 
carnival.  What  is  particularly  pleasing  in  walking 
through  the  streets  in  tliis  town,  is  a  pleasant  cool 
river,  which  descends  from  the  Cordillera,  to  the 
eastward.  In  its  limpid  waters,  ladies  of  the  first 
rank  bathe  every  morning,  at  five  or  six 
o'clock,  during  the  summer  season ;  and  the  first 
morning  that  Mr.  Cade  and  myself  went  to  bathe, 
we  (shall   I   say  unfortunately  ?)   stumbled  on   a 
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gRMope  of  these  Naiida,  ind  ntfaer  alamed  them, 
bat  of  crane  we  retiied  ss  quickly  as  poasibte, 
widwot  Stopping  to  ask.  "  do  we  iDtrude  'f  Ho*. 
ever,  «e  could  dm  help  looking  back,  though  «e 
hdl  been  sore  of  receiving  the  punishment  of  Peep- 
ing Tom  of  Coventry ;  and  we  saw  the  fine  loi% 
dishevelled  tiesaes  of  these  goddesses,  who,  in  Uw 
haih,  aie  clothed  in  light  blue  dresses.  Bathing 
is  cunsidered  by  the  inhafaitsnte  highly  conducive 
to  health. 

As  I  before  oheerved,  the  houmea  in  Bouga  are 
in  gmenl  only  one  story  in  height,  and  most  of 
them  have  long  gardens,  with  orange,  tunaiiiid. 
and  palm  trees,  which  sometimes  almost  conceal 
the  house.  There  are  four  churches,  but  aD  the 
monaalenes  have  been  suppressed  since  the  revolu- 
tion, and  the  government  hold  the  estates  that  Ixs 
longed  to  them.  Bouga  is  situate  near  the  top  of  a 
ralley.  formed  by  two  lofty  branches  of  the  Cor- 
dillcra^  which  i^veige  lowatti  the  east  and  west; 
Kid  the  valley  in  that  part  is  not  more  tlian  three 
Spanish  leagues  in  breadth,  but  on  proceeding^ 
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the  north,  it  gradually  expands.  There  is  a  pub- 
lie  school  here  on  the  Lancasterian  plan,  at  which 
eighty  boys  are  educated.  Excellent  straw  hats 
and  beautiful  artificial  flowers  are  made  in  this 
town.  The  horses  bred  in  this  part  of  the  valley 
of  Cauca  are  in  high  estimation,  and  a  great 
number  are  sent  every  year  to  Bogotd,  apd  other 
provinces.  We  were  told  there  was  a  great  deal  of 
gold  in  the  river  which  runs  through  the  town, 
but  no  one  is  allowed  to  go  through  the  process  of 
washing  for  it,  lest  the  water  should  be  rendered 
impure-— an  excellent  regulation,  which  shows  the 
philosophy  of  the  inhabitants  of  Bouga,  in  prefer- 
Ting  pure  water  to  pure  gold.  The  climate  is  warm. 
We  found  the  thermometer  at  80^  in  the  middle 
of  the  day  in  the  shade,  but  you  have  generally 
refreshing  breezes  from  the  north,  and  the  morn- 
ings and  evenings  are  delightedly  pleasant. 

Bouga  is  supplied  with  wine,  spirits,  and  English 
goods  (linens,  cottohs,  &c.)  from  the  town  of  Ca- 
tana,  which  is  the  capital  of  the  province  of  Choco. 
The  communication  between  these  places  is  chiefly 
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gtu^^a,  SB  ampbitnouB  animml,  ie  found  in  >  Urge 
lake  near  the  town ;  ite  colour  is  brovn,  with  white 
spots  on  the  sides.  It  is  the  sixe  of  a  half-grown  pig, 
and  has  the  same  sort  of  coarse  hair.  The  guaga 
holds  a  high  rank  at  the  tables  of  the  bon-vivante  of 
Bouga.  It  has  always  two  holes  in  the  banks  of 
the  river  to  retire  into  from  its  enemies;  oneofthem 
is  generally  stopt  up  with  leaves.  It  is  remarkable 
that  the  snake  called  the  aquas  is  found  in  these 
holes,  and  that  the  guaga  and  aquas  dwell  ti^^her 
on  the  most  friendly  terms.  The  gnaga  lives  on  fish 
and  roots.  A  small  animal  called  the  guatin  is 
hunted  here.  It  is  the  raze  of  a  hare,  and  its  hair 
is  of  a  light  green,  and  coarse ;  it  rune  fiut,  and 
affords  excellent  sport  to  the  hunters ;  its  flesh  is 
good  for  the  table,  llie  beaver  and  otter  are  found 
in  abundance  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Cguca.  I 
had  several  skins  of  the  Utter,  which  were  of  a  £ne 
soft  silky  brown. 

The  above  informatimi  respecting  animals,  &c., 
was  communicated  to  me  by  Sefior  Vincente  Hamilet, 
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chief  alcalde  of  Bouga,  who  waa  a  great  aportmuni. 
He  related  to  me  a  cnriooB  occonenoe  that  hap- 
pened to  himself,  which  aeems  to  prore  diat  &t  ie> 
•ists  the  venomous  bites  cS  snakes.      Que    daj, 
shooting,  he  was  walking  thnmgfa  some  Umg  grass, 
when  suddenly  he  was  attadnsd  by  a  lafcge  aqoaa, 
before  he  could  get  his  gon  up  to  shoot  him ;  the 
snake  gave  him  so  severe  abite  in  the  calf  of  his 
leg  that  the  blood  ran  profusely  down  his  stocking, 
but  before  he  could  repeat  the  bite,  he  shot  him 
dead.     He  had  nothing  to  put  to  the  wound  for 
nearly  three  hours  until  he  gpt  home,  when  he  ap- 
plied the  seeds  of  the  algala,  which  are  an  anti- 
dote to  poison.     Se5or  Vincente  supposes  that  the 
fongs  of  the  aquas  had  only  penetrated  the  fot  dt 
the  calf  of  his  leg^  which  he  conceived  had  saved 
his  life.      This  gentleman  was  above  six  feet  in 
height,  and  at  this  time  at  least  sixteen  stone  in 
weight.     The  seeds  of  the  algala  are  contained  in 
a  pod,  something  like  that  of  a  pea,  and  striped 
brown  and  white.   Sefior  Vincente  informed  me,  that 
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the  people  of  the  cantoa  al  B»j«;a  are  Kore  ix^ 
dostriously  ind  monlly  dicpoeed  thac  their  ceigb- 
boars,  and  that  in  Dj^Lsequeoce  of  thU  their  com- 
fiyrts  are  augmented.  Seventeen  slarei  vere  eiLxs^ 
cipated  the  la&t  vear,  the  price  of  their  fireedcAn 
being  defrayed  by  means  of  a  fixnd  e^taMi^ed  for 
the  gradual  emancipation  of  slaTei  who  ha^e  mar- 
lied  and  become  fathen  of  finnilie«.  and  have  con- 
ducted  themselves  welL  This  mav  be  a  uiefnl 
hint  to  our  ovn  colonists  in  the  West  Indies. 

I  remarked  an  ingenious  way  of  carrying  water 
from  the  river  to  the  town  of  Bouga.  Six  Urge  hoi- 
low  canes  are  fixed  on  each  side  of  a  mule,  which  are 
filled  with  water,  and  bushes  put  on  its  surface  to 
prevent  the  motion  of  the  animal  from  spilling  the 
fluid.  The  ladies  here  are  remarkably  prolific ;  we 
heard  of  fifky-one  children  who  had  been  brought  into 
the  world  by  only  three  mothers,  but  some  of  them 
had  died.  One  of  these  mothers  had  borne  twenty- 
fiND*  children  ! ! !  Near  the  town  was  the  large  ta- 
marind tree,  the  trunk  of  which  was  measured  by 
Baron  dc  Humboldt  when   he    passed    throu^ 
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BcfogiLmk  hk  way  to .Quto>  lv«t]r-flfe  jmsmM^g^ 
Timi^  whii^  q^ms  nodii^  dbttaifdl 

diis  fine  old  lioe* 

On  Sunday  after  dinner  we.  rode  with  the  jiks 
politico,  Sefior.  Vmoente  Bynilei,  and  a  few  other 
gentleilieB,  to  eee  the  lake  of  Bopga,  whiA  wm 
about  three  mileadiitantftoin  the  tqwn.  Dupened 
on  each  ride  of  the  road,  were  nomerona  imtt^gfii 
neatly  constructed  of  bamboo,  rituate  in  fielda  of 
sugar-cane,  cocoa-trees,  plantains,  maise,  &c ;  the 
pasture  grounds  were  generally  stocked  with  fine 
fat  cattle,  and  here  and  there  the  country  was  in- 
tersected with  groves  of  tall  majestic  trees.  The 
guadia  (or  tall  bamboo)  growing  in  clumps  is  a  great 
ornament  to  the  grounds  in  this  neighbourhood; 
the  branches  are  like  the  weeping  willow.  Imagine 
to  yourself  a  bimch  of  ostrich  feathers  magnified, 
and  the  appearance  of  these  clumps,  with  brandies 
waving  to  the  wind  in  every  direction,  seems  to  re- 
alize your  fancy.  Here  we  saw,  for  the  first  time, 
the  large  dark-green  macaws^  with  a  scarlet  head,  in 
a  wild  state ;  they  are  rather  larger  than  the  scarlet 
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macaw,  and  their  note  is  deeper.  I  brought  one 
of  them  to  England  with  me.  Our  ride  did  not 
repay  us  with  a  sight  of  the  lake,  in  consequence  of 
the  waters  being  unusually  high,  and  my  friends 
entreated  us  to  remain  one  day  more  with  them,  for 
the  purpose  of  going  the  next  day  to  the  lake  by 
another  road,  which  would  present  but  few  obsta- 
cles to  our  approach. 

In  the  evening  we  paid  a  visit  to  some  yoimg 
ladies,  who  shewed  us  some  remarkably  nice  straw 
bonnets,  interwoven  with  narrow  silk  riband  which 
they  had  made.  These  bonnets  were  adorned  with 
artificial  flowers  made  by  the  same  delicate  fingers, 
which  would  not  have  disgraced  the  head  of  one  of 
the  first  Parisian  belles.  After  this,  these  yoimg 
ladies  gave  ample  proof  that  they  could  make  use 
of  their  feet  as  well  as  their  hands,  and  the  rest  of 
the  evening  was  passed  in  Spanish  country  dances 
and  waltzing. 

This  night  a  circumstance  occurred  which  rather 
annoyed  me,  the  death  of  a  little  playful  animal 
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WKf  bifaaitt  maftmcn.  litA'HiAmt»mm^m 
vny  fnttj  tmtSL  ■■■kay,  iMA  had  baaa  jN« 
.  BH  by  dw  gOTMBMr  of  Am  praviuoe  ot  Fop^n% 
•nd  to  pnviBt  «ay  ddag  banwiag  M  it,  I  hmi  h 
btteofld  up  in  a  CMMT  of  b^  bidmont  htt  m  A* 
nigfato  wcR  ndtiy,  X  akpl  wiA  1|m  wiaJgw  ap» 
la  die  aigkt  I  bNRl  an  oU  MM  of  adM,  tal  b»> ' 
b^  half  anke  pud  Utde  atUMtiMi  to  iL  WhM 
I  got  up  in  the  iborniag,  I  was  quite  grieved  to 
■ee  my  little  ftvorite  lying  dead  on  (he  Boat,  aad 
one  Bide  of  his  neck  bloody.  On  shewing  it  to  the 
sUves,  they  immediately  told  me  that  he  had  beeo 
killed  by  one  of  the  large  bat«  or  Tamjnrea,  whidi 
had  sucked  nearly  all  the  blood  out  of  the  po«r 
animal''s  body.  This  monkey  had  a  very  pretqr 
countenance,  and  his  great  amusemoit  waa  catchiag 
spiders,  flies,  and  other  small  insects,  which  he  de- 
voured. The  next  night  I  kept  the  windows  down, 
lest  the  vampire  should  have  any  curionty  to  taste 
my  own  Uood.  I  have  always  understood  that 
diese  animals  are  as  expert  in  drawing  blood  as  a 
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skilful  surgeon  with  a  lancet,  and  during  this  ope- 
ration they  continue  to  fan  their  patient  gently  with 
their  wings. 

At  Bouga  large  quantities  of  the  quava  jelly  is 
made,  which  is  sent  to  several  provinces,  as  it  is 
considered  the  best  in  Columbia.  In  all  the  valley 
of  Cauca,  I  saw  neither  man  nor  woman  with  the 
goitre,  or  swelled  throat.  The  palma  Christi  tree, 
from  the  fruit  of  which  the  castor  oil  is  extracted, 
grows  here  in  great  abundance.  The  inhabitants 
are  plagued  with  two  sorts  of  the  chinche  (or  bug), 
and  if  you  scratch  their  bite,  inflammation  ensues. 
They  are  of  a  darker  colour  than  the  European  bug, 
and  run  very  fast.  I  saw  several  of  them;  but 
Bouga  has  the  advantage  of  being  free  firom  fleas 
and  niguas. 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  6th  of  December  I  set 
out  a  second  time  to  see  the  lake  of  Bouga  with 
the  companions  of  my  former  expedition.  We 
found  some  parts  of  our  second  route  extremely  bad, 
imd  began  to  fear  we  should  be  obliged  to  leave  the 
country,  without  seeing  this  fine  expanse  of  water ; 
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but  by  persevering  we  at  last  arrived  on  its  mar- 
gin. This  denaga  (or  lake)  was  certainly  grand,  but 
not  to  be  compared  to  some  of  those  we  had  crossed 
in  our  way  from  Santa  Martha  to  the  river  Magda- 
lena.  In  some  parts  we  could  see  nothing  but  high 
reeds,  which  appeared  full  of  wild  fowl,  as  we  saw 
flocks  of  them  ascending  and  descending ;  amcmg 
the  number  was  the  pato  real  (or  royal  duck).  Here 
was  also  pointed  out  to  me  the  black  duck,  which  is 
nearly  as  large  as  a  goose,  and  good  for  the  table. 
It  is  entirely  black,  excepting  a  few  white  feathers 
in  each  wing.  Among  the  inhabitants  of  this  lake 
were  the  pato-cuchara  (or  spoon-bill);  the  white  and 
blue  heron  ;  sarcetta  (or  small  wild  duck)  with  plu- 
mage of  a  variety  of  colours ;  pallaras,  plumage 
white,  black,  and  brown.  All  these  after  having  af- 
forded pleasure  to  the  sportsman,  are  submitted  to 
the  dominion  of  the  cook.  We  saw  a  bird  called 
here  gaceones,  six  feet  in  height,  neck  red,  and  bill 
black.  This  bird  appeared  to  be  the  same  as  the 
capitan,  which  we  had  seen  on  the  river  Magda- 
lena.    There  were  the  gallitas,  which  were  small,  of 
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a  coffee  colour,  with  red  biU,  yellow  feet,  and  various 
other  sorts,  including  the  tribui  de  la  cienaga.  I 
also  saw  in  this  ride  a  new  parrot,  called  the  cota- 
micha,  head  blue,  body  fine  green,  tail  scarlet,  ra- 
ther small ;  and  in  the  same  tree  a  humming-bird, 
whose  colours  were  beautiftil  beyond  description. 
The  sensitive  plant  is  here  in  great  abundance, 
growing  about  a  foot  in  height  with  a  small  purple 
flower ;   the  sheep  are  very  fond  of  it. 

We  conversed  with  some  persons  fishing  with  nets 
in  a  small  canal  communicating  with  the  lake  of  Bou- 
ga;  their  information  was,  that  the  magistrates  allowed 
only  a  certain  quantity  of  fish  to  be  sold  to  the  in- 
habitants of  Bouga,  because  too  much  fish  diet  was 
considered  injurious  to  their  health.  Perhaps  these 
gentlemen,  who  formed  the  medical  board,  were  part- 
ly led  to  this  salutary  conclusion  from  an  apprehen- 
sion, that  too  great  a  sale  of  fish  might  lessen  the 
consumption  of  their  own  fat  beef  and  mutton. 
We  afterwards  rode  to  the  banks  of  the  Cauca, 
which  is  here  a  fine  river,  but  the  water  muddy, 
like  that  of  the  Magdalena.     I  saw  a  small  cham- 
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pan  on  the  other  aide,  whidi  reminded  me  of  our 
severe  pilgrimage  up  that  river. 

**  Sweet  are  the  fleecy  moments,  fly  they  must  ;** 

therefore,  early  on  the  morning  of  the  7^  ▼e  had 
all  prepared  for  leaving  the  hospitable  town  of 
Bouga,  where  they  had  taken  such  infinite  pttina  to 
make  our  sojourn  pleasant  and  agreeable.  I  ahaD 
always  recollect  with  the  wannest  gratitude  the  at- 
tention and  kindness  shewn  to  Mr.  Cade  and  my- 
self. As  the  country-house  of  Seiior  Vincente  Ra- 
milez  lay  in  our  road  to  the  town  of  Cartage,  he 
insisted  on  our  dining  there,  and  with  his  friend 
the  juez  politico  accompanied  us  to  his  mansion. 
All  the  other  gentlemen  rode  with  us  a  couple  of 
leagues,  and  then  returned  to  Bouga.  On  our  road 
this  day  we  saw  a  great  many  trees  bearing  the 
chirimoya  fruit  in  a  wild  state ;  a  single  wild  chi- 
rim(>ya  has  been  known  to  weigh  an  arriSba  (251bs.). 
It  is  a  very  nice  fruit,  rather  more  acid  tlum  when 
cultivated  in  gardens,  and  is  considered  a  good  re- 
medy in  bilious  fevers.     Monkeys  are  very  fond  of 
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it.  Sefior  Vincente  pointed  out  to  me  the  caucho 
tree,  from  which  the  Indians  extract  the  juice, 
or  rather  gum,  which  when  solid  becomes  In- 
dian-rubber. There  are  a  great  many  of  these 
trees  in  the  Cordilleras  near  Bouga.  Our  route 
lay  through  a  very  fine  country,  and  the  pas- 
ture lands  appeared  to  be  extremely  luxuriant,  and 
there  was  no  want  of  cattle  to  consume  the  thick 
herbage.  We  arrived  at  the  hacienda  called  Ta- 
pias,  belonging  to  our  friend  the  alcalde,  at  twelve 
oVlock,  and  at  two  were  regaled,  as  usual,  with  all 
the  luxuries  of  the  valley  of  Cauca,  and  at  four  we 
bid  adieu  to  our  liberal  host  and  his  friend ;  the  for- 
mer took  from  his  shirt  a  large  emerald  set  in  gold, 
which  he  insisted  on  my  accepting  as  a  small  token 
of  remembrance. 

Our  guide  was  a  fine  old  man,  who  had  per- 
formed the  same  office  to  the  Baron  de  Hiun- 
boldt  in  his  journey  through  this  valley ;  and  a 
gentleman  at  Bouga  having  given  me  a  beautiftil 
and  rare  parrot,  I  thought  I  could  not  do  better 
than  commit  the  bird  to  the  care  of  our  old  guide, 
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who  was  to  accompuiy  ns  to  Coitago  on  fbot-    BoC 
pets  and  ftyouritea  generany  crane  to  an  nntiBMlj 
end.     We  had  preceded  the  guides  and  one  of  my 
•ervanta,  on  his  joining  ns,  infiinned  me,  to  my  gieat 
vexation,  that  the  paiiot  was  gone.    The  dmj  be- 
uig  ▼^  lM>t,  the  old  man  had  stopped  by  the  aide  of 
the  load,  and  taken  the  paiiot  oat  of  the  cage  to 
get  him  some  water;  the  moment  his  hack  was  tamed, 
a  tiger-cat  sprung  on  poor  Polly  and  carried  her  off 
with  the  quickness  of  lightning.      The  poor  old 
guide  was  greatly  alarmed  at  having  lost  the  bird ; 
but  as  the  man  was  not  to  blame,  I  couldsay  nothing. 
This  bird^s  plumage  was  of  bright  green,  wings  half 
red,  throat  and  breast  pink  and  white,  tidl  scarlet, 
and  the  eyes  a  light  blue.     Wc  passed  through  the 
village  of  Tapias,  which  was  not  more  than  a  mile 
from  Don  Vincente^s  house,  and  it  had,  apparently, 
suffered  much  in  the  war,  as  some  of  the  houses 
were  still  in  ruins.     At  seven  in  the  evening  Ve  ar- 
rived at  the  cur^s  hopse  at  Bouga  la  Grande ;  he 
was  absent,  being  at  another  village  for  the  cele> 
bration  of  a  feast  in  honour  of  some  saint.     We 
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were  glad  to  get  to  bed  early,  as  the  distance  of  this 
day'fljoumey  had  been  nearly  eight  Spanish  leagues ; 
and  very  early  cm  the  8th  we  left  Bouga  la 
Grande. 

At  three  in  the  afternoon  we  got  to  the  hacienda 
of  La  Lacas.  The  country  was  rather  more  hiUy,and 
not  80  fertile,  but  still  furnished  very  good  pasture. 
The  number  of  cottages  had  diminished  considera- 
bly in  this  part  of  the  valley,  which  probably  might 
arise  from  the  scarcity  of  water,  as  this  part  of  the 
Cordilleras  to  the  eastward  did  not  afford  many 
springs  or  rivulets.  The  owner  of  this  estate  was 
in  the  house,  although  he  generally  resided  at  Car- 
tago.  We  were  received  politely,  but  nothing  offer- 
ed in  the  way  of  refreshment ;  and  I  heard  after- 
wards that  he  was  considered  in  the  country  a  very 
close-fisted  gentleman,  although  particularly  well- 
informed.  He  told  us  he  had  two  thousand  head 
of  cattle  on  this  estate,  and  complained  exceedingly 
of  some  wild  dogs  which  were  running  about  the 
country,  and  had  a  few  days  before  killed  two  doiea 
of  his  sheep- 
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We  qoittMl  Lans  llie  next  nanoDg  tsrly,  the 
!)lh,  uid  arrived  at  the  tnvn  of  Cut^o  si  fanr  in 

ihc  iii\cTiio'jn,  all  of  us  tnmmmooty  fioigued  (ran 
tliir  heat  of  the  day,  and  tlir  dittoaci!  of  gut  JMff- 
ney ;  wc  had  tnivened  ^ani  e^ht  Spuitifa  Icttj^iuv. 
niul  we  hod  been  nioe  b«m  on  our  main. 

Our  retxption  at  Cutago  was  very  diflcrmt  froBi 
tliat  wc  had  experienced  at  Donga.  1*hrcc  or  fmr 
^L-iitlcmeii  came  out  a  nhati  dtstasce  to  med  at, 
and  we  were  lihown  into  an  cmpiii-  house  svanniag 
with  cock-roachc8,  and  left  tu  our  own  nacmne& 
Thcuc,  howeviT.  were  ample,  as  1  bad  a  cook, 
nioney,  undamsrlcetat  hand.   The  country  ti 
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season  we  should  certainly  never  have  gotten  across 
the  country. 

Here  you  frequently  meet  horses  and  mules 
without  ears,  and  some  with  their  ears  lying  flat  on 
their  necks ;  this  is  occasioned  by  an  insect  like  a 
wood-louse  getting  inside  them,  which  is  as  prolific 
as  the  nigua  in  the  toes  of  the  human  species,  and 
gradually  devours  the  nerves  of  that  organ.  To 
prevent  this,  the  muleteers  rub  the  inside  with  hogV 
lard,  from  which  that  insect  is  very  averse. 

In  the  valley  of  Cauca  great  use  is  made  of  the 
bamboo  and  cane.  It  serves  for  the  building  of 
houses,  and  the  construction  of  a  great  variety  of 
fences  and  frames  for  flower-beds.  It  is  formed,  too, 
into  flutes  and  fifes ;  the  former  have  a  soft  and  me- 
lodious tone.  It  fiimishes  the  inhabitants  with  drink- 
ing-cups,  water-buckets,  and  bird-cages.  It  is 
made,  also»  into  rafts  for  conveying  cocoa  down  the 
rivers,  chairs  and  bedsteads,  blow-pipes  and  arrows. 
Ox-hides  appear,  also,  nearly  as  useful  for  do- 
mestic purposes  in  Columbia,  as  the  bamboo  and 
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to  the  eastward  is  over  the  Quindio  mountains  into 
the  province  of  Mariquito,  and  to  Bogota ;  to  the 
westward,  to  the  towns  Citaria  and  Novita,  in  the 
province  of  Choco  ;  to  the  southward,  to  Popayan, 
Las  Pastas,  and  Quito ;  and  to  the  northward,  to 
the  province  of  Antioquia.  The  population  of  the 
Canton  is  about  9000.  You  may  travel  to  the 
northward  for  six  days  in  the  valley  of  Cauca, 
which  has  a  fine  river  of  the  same  name  gliding 
gently  through  the  vale.  Unfortunately  for  the 
navigation  between  the  province  of  Antioquia  and 
the  valley  of  Cauca,  there  are  considerable  water- 
falls soon  after  the  river  enters  the  defiles  of  the 
mountains  which  separate  Antioquia  from  the  Cauca 
▼alley,  otherwise  there  would  be  a  direct  water 
communication  for  1500  miles,  to  the  mouth  of  the 
river  Magdalena,  as  the  Cauca  enters  the  Magda- 
lenaa  short  distance  below  Mompox. 

We  regretted  the  loss  of  our  little  monkey,  who 
would  have  had  glorious  sport,  and  been  very  use- 
ful in  catching  cock-roaches,  emmets,  spiders,  and 
flies,  which  were  in  abimdance  all  over  the  house, 
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and  I  could  not  sleep  at  mght  from  their  cravllng 
orer  my  face  and  hands ;  but  atoll  I  preferred  them 
to  tlie  fleas  and  niguas  of  Popayan.  In  our  gar- 
den at  this  place,  one  of  my  servanU  killed  a  cord 
snake,  a  foot  and  a  half  in  length.  The  bcHy  was 
the  colour  of  coral,  the  back  a  dark  purple,  with 
light  blue  rings  round  tlie  body,  about  half  an  inch 
asunder.  I  believe  I  before  remarked  thai  die  bite 
of  this  snake  is  extremely  venomous.  I  found  our 
old  guide  very  communicative  on  the  road.  He 
spoke  in  high  terms  of  the  Baron  de  Humboldt, 
who  appears  to  have  been  a  universal  favourite 
among  the  inhabitants  of  the  valley  of  Cauca. 
The  old  man  told  me  he  had  carried  a  curious  in- 
BtRunent  for  the  baron,  such  as  he  had  never  seen 
before  or  since,  and  that  he  was  terribly  a6-&id  of 
falling  down  and  breaking  it.  I  suppose  it  was  a 
barometer  for  measuring  heights.  As  the  old 
guide  had  been  a  fellow  traveller  with  the  banm,  1 
thought  it  incumbent  on  me  to  give  him  some  extra 
pay,  and  we  parted  most  excellent  friends. 

TIic  morning  aiWr  our  arrival   at   Cartago,  wc 
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received  a  visit  from  the  juez  politico,  the  alcalde, 
and  some  other  great  personages.  Monsieur  de  la 
Roche,  a  Frenchman,  who,  having  married  a  Car- 
tago  lady,  had  resided  in  the  place  nearly  twenty 
years,  and  had  a  numerous  family,  was  one  of  our 
visitants.  We  were  amused,  in  talking  French  to 
M.  de  la  Roche,  to  find  he  was  constantly  mixing 
Spanish  words  with  his  French,  and  he  told  us 
that  he  now  found  more  diflSculty  in  speaking  his 
native  language  than  Spanish.  This  gentleman 
then  held  the  situation  of  administrador  of  tobacco, 
the  salary  of  which,  was,  as  he  remarked,  ^^  pas 
grande  chose.^^ 

We  had  some  sad  news  from  the  juez  politico, 
who  informed  us,  that  as  the  feasts  were  now  going 
on  at  Ibegues,  there  would  be  no  chance  of  any 
peons  (or  foot  couriers)  coming  over  the  Quindio 
mountains  for  some  time,  and  that  our  best  plan 
would  be  to  send  a  peon  to  the  juez  politico  of 
Ibegues,  stating  what  number  of  men  and  horses  we 
should  want  to  convey  us  and  pur  baggage  over  the 
Quindio  mountains.        This    plan   was   instantly 
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Co  wham  we  paid  c^i  doDan  Ar  muj^iag  lie 
letter  to  Ib^gues,  and  nidy  I  dioiild  lunre  an  «■» 
flwear  in  mue  daji*  He  fuile^  end  efaMrfed» 
^  yoa  oie  ntfaor  lieeTy,  oolonel,  Iml  I  luvre  ]mv* 
ticakriy  requesled  my  ftkod  al  Ibegoe^*  to  |«^ 
onefo  yea  two  of  tha  beet  mikmm  (or  dwoMi) 
in  tbe  town^  and  I  can  nith  coafidcoce  aaraie  joo^ 
ihat  they  will  cany  you  safidy  over  the  mom* 
tains.^  I  thanked  him  for  this  attention,  and  tdd 
him  that  I  was  in  hopes  I  should  be  able  to  ride 
oyer  the  mountains,  but  that  if  I  found  that  im- 
practicable, I  should  certainly  walk;  at  this  he 
laughed  exceedingly.  I  added,  that  it  was  my  firm 
determination  not  to  ride  on  the  back  of  a  man, 
unless  I  was  taken  ill  on  the  road,  and  in  that  case 
I  must  certainly  be  carried,  not  having  a  particular 
desire  to  be  devoured  by  the  tigers  and  other  wild 
beasts  which  infest  the  forests  in  the  Quindio  moun- 
tains; and  that  I  should  request  Mr.  Cade  and 
order  my  servants  to  adopt  the  same  plan. 

To  be  obliged  to  remain  for  at  least  fourteen 
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days  in  the  dull  town  of  Cartago,  was  certainly  a  trial 
of  patience,  particularly  as  I  was  anxious  to  get  to 
Bogotd ;  but  as  there  was  no  remedy,  Mr.  Cade  and 
myself  were  determined  to  make  ourselves  as  com- 
fortable as  we  could,  and  to  ensure  this  object,  I 
desired  the  servants  to  wage  an  active  war  against 
the  cock-roaches  and  other  troublesome  insects ;  for 
the  former,  we  found,  were  devouring  our  boots  and 
shoes,  provisions,  and  every  thing  that  came  in 
their  way. 

As  we  found  dinner-parties  were  not  much  in 
vogue  at  Cartago,  I  invited  the  juez  politico  and 
M.  de  la  Roche  to  dine  with  us,  and  told  the 
former,  I  should  be  obliged  by  his  ordering  some 
wine  for  the  occasion ;  and  the  next  day  he  sent 
some  pleasant  Spanish  red  wine  from  his  own 
cellar.  After  dinner  I  enquired  of  M.  de  la 
Roche,  how  it  happened  that  his  fate  had  fixed  him, 
for  the  greater  part  of  his  life,  in  so  secluded  a 
place  as  Cartago,  when  he  immediately  commenced 
his  history.  He  said  he  was  of  a  good  family  in 
La  Vendue ;  that,  like  all  persons  in  his  province,  he 
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had  talmi  op  acDMi  dMH^  iai  iImi  ittftrtMHe  «(* 
fivr  of  Quibott^  lie  vtt  lidEHi]nMMr,b«l  WsJib 
ipmd  by  ft  yepoUiefli  «ff6»«iA  irihom  ktiwl 
finM9^  liT«d  M  toons  of  iwriiMcy,  .Thai  aAar 
diifl,  lie  anbadwd  ftr  the  Ifaimtfaly  vitli  Aedb> 
ternwrnelirm  of  quittky  ^^le  beBe  Fnmm'^  tm 
ever.  On  hk  ^nrytigt  tUtber,  die  fwni  pm  iam 
liente  Video^  end  now  indbg  UnMlfni  the 
country  <^  wboee  silyer  and  gold  mines  he  bed 
read  much,  and  having  studied  mineralogy  tx 
his  amusement,  he  determined  to  try  his  fortune  in 
the  New  World.  From  Monte  Video  he  wait  to 
Buenos  Ayres,  thence  over  the  immense  pampas 
(or  plains)  to  Chili,  from  Chili  to  Sima,  Quito 
and  to  Cartage,  to  examine  some  mines  in  the 
neighbourhood,  but  here,  exclaimed  M.  de  la 
Roche,  ^^  Tamour  finit  ma  carri^,^  as  he  fdl  in 
love  with  his  present  wife,  and  had  yegetated  at 
Cartage  ever  since. 

I  had  some  oonversati<m  with  M.  de^  Roclie 
about  the  mines  of  Vega  de  la  Supia,  as  I  had 
heard  them  highly  spoken  of  by  some  Columbian 
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gentlemen  at  Bogota,  and  the  Baron  de  Humboldt 
visited  them  in  his  travels  in  this  part  of  South 
America,  and  on  examining  a  specimen  of  these 
mines,  he  considered  them  rich  in  ore.  M.  de  la 
Roche  had  the  kindness  to  give  me  specimens  of  the 
mines  of  Sachafeute. — There  is  found  in  this  river 
a  mixture  of  gold  and  silver. 

I  imderstand  that  the  mines  in  the  neighbour* 
hood  of  Vega  de  la  Supia  have  not  been  worked 
for  some  years,  and  that  some  of  the  shafts  are 
filled  with  water.  The  mines  are  the  property  of 
government  and  of  private  individuals,  and  will  be 
soon  worked  by  the  agents  of  mining  companies 
established  in  England.  One  serious  obstacle  to 
any  undertaking  in  this  part  of  Columbia  is  the 
dreadful  state  of  the  roads;  but  as  regards  cli- 
mate, provisions,  &c.,  I  think  the  miners  would 
get  on  tolerably  well.  M.  de  la  Roche  mentioned 
Captain  Charles  Cochrane  of  the  R.N.,  having 
been  at  Cartago  the  year  before,  and  that  he  had 
given  him  much  information  respecting  the  mines 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Vega  de  la  Supia. 
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navigable  for  small  boats  from  the  Cauca  to  Cartago. 
There  are  two  sorts  of  fish  taken  in  this  river,  the 
barbuda  and  the  getudo ;  they  resemble  each  other, 
but  the  latter  has  no  whiskers,  and  is  considerably 
more  delicate  for  the  table.  A  fat  sheep  is  here 
worth  nine  shillings. 

There  are  in  Cartago  a  great  number  of  slaves, 
negroes  and  negresses ;  the  latter  wear  only  a  blue 
petticoat.  Two^  or  three  of  these  negresses  asked 
Mr.  Cade  to  purchase  them  of  their  masters ;  others 
said  they  should  purchase  their  liberty  at  the  price 
fixed  by  the  Congress,  and  then  sell  themselves 
again,  and  get  a  profit  of  one  hundred  dollars.  We 
used  to  meet  great  numbers  of  them  coming  from 
the  river  with  large  pigs  of  water  on  their  heads, 
walking  in  the  most  graceful  manner,  and  as  upright 
as  darts.  I  have  often  thought  that  it  would  be  an 
excellent  plan  for  drilling  young  ladies,  to  make 
them  carry  a  pig  of  water  on  their  heads,  and  walk 
up  and  down  the  room  for  half  an  hour. 

We  paid  a  visit  to  M.  de  la  Roche,  and  was  in- 
troduced to  his  wife,  who  was  still  a  very  pretty  wo- 


kad  tm  dtildnn  KviMg.  W»  d 
Ae  town,  and  wt&tA  into  am  cf  As  dnnii^ 
wlMre  I  tbaad  Mne-MgraMct^gbig*  gnmSmm 
■mUtta  wuMa ;  and  in  gaiag  to  the  othar  aad  if 
tlu'cjundi,  Te-almoM  fill  onrABcnpMk  lAidi 
was  Ijii^  on  •  Imt,  vitibaot  anch  eotman^  aad 
two  oandlM  boniqt  at  aadb  tmi  tt  k.  13ia»  wia 
nothing  renu^Ue  in  ibe  chnrch. 

On  my  aniral  at  Cuiago,  I  had  mentioned  to 
M.  de  U  Roche,  that  if  he  should  hear  of  any  In- 
dian curioeities  to  be  sold,  I  should  be  glad  to  par- 
chase  them.  Consequently,  one  morning  he  broof^t 
me  an  Indian  idol  made  of  clay,  hollow,  and  with 
an  ugly  countenance,  about  eighteen  inchea  in 
height,  which  had  been  dug  up  on  the  banks  of  ^ 
Cauca,  two  leagues  from  Cartago.  M.  de  la  Roche 
told  me  that  the  idol  belonged  to  a  poor  w<Hnan, 
whose  husband  had  found  it,  and  that  she  allowed 
her  children  to  play  with  it,  who  had  bn^en  off  one 
of  the  feet.  We  went  to  the  woman's  bouse  to  ask 
what  she  would  take  for  the  clf^y  idol,  when  she 
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modestly  sud  two  renls  (tenpence),  and  her  joy  and 
astonUhment  were  great,  when  I  pat  two  dollars 
into  her  hand,  aod  carried  off  my  priie,  both  of  lu 
highly  delif^hted  with  our  bargun. 

The  6nding  this  clay  idol  on  the  banlcB  of  the 
Cauca,  is  an  incontestible  proof  that  the  lihe,  fertile, 
and  extensive  valley  of  Cauca  bad  formerly  been  iii' 
habited  by  the  Indians ;  and  tradition  says  that  pre- 
vious to  the  conquest  of  the  country  by  the  Spa- 
niards, the  valley  was  covered  with  Indian  villages 
and  cottages  ;  while  at  this  time  not  one  solitary  In- 
dian hut  is  to  be  seen !  What  a  scoutgc  these  con- 
qaerors  must  have  proved  to  the  poor  Indians  to 
have  so  completely  eztenniuated  them  from  this 
large  valley  !  Travelling  through  the  country  you 
may  easily  see  the  old  narrow  Airrows  on  the  land, 
a  mode  of  cultivation  peculiar  to  the  Indians,  and 
which  is  still  practised  by  them  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Popayan.  I  verily  believe  most  of  the  In- 
dians died  in  the  gold  mines  of  Choco  and  Buena- 
ventura from  the  hard  labour,  and  the  severity  ex- 
(Tcisad  by  their  relentless  and  avaricious  masters. 
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Im  Chm  (the  grait  daapMB  aad  tAtad  t£  ikm 
ladittu  ondw  Chadaa  V,)  w^  hne  BBWMMiHy 
oiaggMftted  the  cndtiM  of  the  Speaiaid*  tovaidi 
die  ■boriginet  of  the  ewmtiy,  but  they  cntmij 
woe  at  a  peetjlentiel  Uast  to  Ae  pooc  Xafian^ 


te^wflric,  and  vboae  beatta  mm  brakcB  ijf  Ae 
Imaof  AarlU)eil7. 

M.  de  la  Roche  had  also  the  lindnese  to  give  me 
a  couple  of  small  Indian  ornaments  made  of  gold, 
,  and  a  necklace  of  lime-atone,  which  he  had  found  in 
an  ancient  Indian  sepulchre  in  the  mountain  of 
Cucuana.  He  gave  me  in  writing  the  following 
account  of  what  he  discovered  in  the  gnres  of  the 
Indians. 

"  In  the  mountain  of  Cucuana  near  the  Paramo 
of  Banegar,  I  met  with  a  huaco  (or  ancient  sepul- 
chre) of  the  Indians,  in  which  were  two  skeletons ; 
one  was  in  a  sitting  posture,  and  wrapped  in  a  cover- 
ing of  palm  which  formed  a  pyramid :  on  the  bone 
of  the  forehead  was  a  plate  of  gold,  which  rc^ne. 
sented  a  sort  of  fleur-de-lis,  and  in  the  place  of  the 


tKOVlKCES    OF    COLtUBlA.  193 

nose,  were  two  ringa  of  gold  clasped  in  one  another, 
of  two  inches  diameter.  The  other  skeleton,  which 
by  the  ornaments  appeared  a  female,  was  lying  in  « 
Itttge  sort  of  jar  which  served  for  a  coffin.  She 
had  round  the  vertebra  of  the  neck  eight  beads 
of  lime-atone,  which  appeared  like  marble,  and 
formed  a  necklace,  Irotn  which  was  suspended  an- 
other plate  of  gold  like  the  first,  and  on  the  bones 
of  the  anna  were  a  multitude  of  small  pearls  which 
seemed  to  have  been  bracelets.  In  the  nose  was  only 
one  large  gold  ring,  tailing  over  the  front  teeth, 
and  these,  with  the  double  teeth,  were  all  in  such 
perfect  preservation  as  shewed  the  woman  had 
died  young.  I  also  found  here,  joined  to  the  first 
body,  a  [Aece  of  baked  clay  representing  the  ex- 
panded wings  of  a  butterfly,  broken  off  from  its 
body ;  and  recollecting  that  the  Egyptians  of  anti- 
quity represented  the  divinity  with  similar  wings, 
to  denote  that  it  had  dominion  over  the  winds  and 
inhabited  the  air,  one  can  by  analogy  suppose,  that 
this  without  doubt  related  to  the  religion  of  the 
Indians,  and  draw  some  inference  as  to  their  origin.^ 

VOL.  II.  o 


IM  T%jamts  IS  THE 

I  bare  ttin  tbe  tume  n/^lm 
unj  tW  viBgt  of  tbe  faottafly  mad  gold  ona- 
■■•b  M.  de  k  Back  Mated  to  Me,  Uut  a  S|m. 
■A  cnloBd  waA  to  eoannd  u  tbe  TiUey  <^ 
Cne^  ened  ^iqivwdi  afMOj/OOO  bad  dolbn. 

Pt9MH  n  ^tBope.  rt»  raceive  pmniB  tf  co- 
tmu  biids  and  aaimals  aUre,  scandy  know  bm  to 
i^ipKdate  ibcir  vcstfa  bIkkbUt  ;  for  when  tfacy 
OBBBe  fi«a  the  utnior  of  Soatb  Anaiea,  it  n- 
qniei  nfimte  pains  and  trauble  ts  fare  iImb, 
•wing  to  the  hid  nnda,  and  the  gnnt  nrietjri/ 
cfinate  yon  paas  thwwigk. 

We  fouBd  the  brtad  good  at  ranigu,'iii  die 
floiv  ia  brooght  from  Bagoti,  ovn  the  Qna^ 
■aiinlahi&.  Here  ve  saw  a  carpenter  miHng  tat 
of  voodoi  nailfl  made  of  a  tree  called  grenaifilk^ 
whose  wood  is  extremely  bard  and  toogb.  The 
Bcgnes  are  fond  of  tbe  pu}p  tbju  corcn  the  Kcd  fi 
the  fiuit  of  tbe  giura  tree ;  nombers  (rf*  these  tieea 
grow  about  bcre^  with  their  fruit  bailing  down,  of 
a  dait  cnlour,  aod  ia  shape  like  a  ¥naA  beao. 


tan; 


walks  in  the 


ne^hbooriMwd,  I  i 
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nnidl  gtrewns  and  ponds,  j^ctity  of  wild  dtuk,  wid- 
geon, teal  and  mipet.  In  one  snull  pond,  abont 
two  milei  fiom  the  town,  I  put  up  more  tbm  tbirQr 
fanoe  of  nupes.  Tbey  todc  veiy  iboit  flight!  and 
Mid  wcil,  and  we  night  have  had  exceUent  shoot- 
iflg,  but  I  had  givao  my  &iend  Sefior  Vincento  Ro- 
nuees  tjie  only  two  pounds  of  Eiiglish  gimpowdet 
irtiich  I  had  left,  which  pree^t,  as  he  was  fond  (^ 
ahootbg,  pleased  him  exceedingly. ' 

Near  oet  dwelling  Hved  four  yoong  ladies  with 
their  mother,  in  a  neat  small  honse.  They  had  a 
ftw  acne  of  land,  and  kept  a  couple  of  cows,  and  we 
found  diem  ezcdlent  ne^^lxmrs;  every  mwning 
the  mother  sent  ns  a  large  bowl  fiill  of  new  milk. 
Cwnmon  courtesy  required  that  we  should  call  to 
return  thanks  for  the  attention  paid  us ;  we  found 
her  living  very  comfortably  with  her  four  daughters 
and  a  little  boy,  the  son  of  the  second  daughter. 
The  three  youngest  daughters  were  very  pretty 
ptla,  the  eldest  of  them  not  more  than  twc»^,  with 
fine  European  complexions.  I  learnt  their  history 
&om  M.  de  la  Roche,  who  informed  me  that  they 
o  2 
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were  of  the  family  of  Caycedo,  one  of  the  ricliest 
in  the  valley  of  Cauca ;  that  in  the  civil  war,  the 
husband  of  Seflora  Caycedo  had  loet  nearly  all  his 
property,  and  that  the  widow  had  a  small  estate 
left  which  produced  them  four  or  five  hundred  a 
year,  on  which  they  lived.  The  second  daughter 
had  been  seduced  by  a  merchant  under  a  promise 
of  marriage,  who  was  the  father  of  the  little  boy  we 
had  Been.  The  widow's  house  was  a  capital  lounge 
for  my  young  secretary  in  a  dull  town  like  Cartago ; 
occasionally  I  paid  the  ladies  a  visit,  and  found 
them  very  agreeable  good-natured  girls.  In  one  of 
these  visits  I  heard  them  whistle  a  trio  remarkably 
well,  and  they  all  played  on  the  Spanish  guitar, 
accompanying  the  instrument  with  their  voices,  and 
sang  Spanish  songs  with  much  taste.  They  possess- 
ed also  another  accomplishment,  that  of  swimming 
well ;  we  saw  them  all  one  morning  swim  across  the 
river  La  Viega.  Fortunately  I  had  some  books 
with  me,  otherwise  I  should  have  found  some  diffi- 
culty in  getting  through  the  fortnight  we  remained 
»t  Cartago. 


J 
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The  lower  class  play  on  an  inatrutnent  here, 
called  the  alfandoki,  which  ia  made  of  the  wood  of 
a  tree,  called  mano  de  Icon,  naturally  hollow.  They 
put  into  it  small  black  seeds  of  a  fruit  named  cha- 
kera  ;  by  shaking  the  inatrumcnt  the  seeds  make  a 
considerable,  and  not  altogether  disagreeable  noise, 
and  on  this  they  accompany  the  guitar  players. 
The  carraska,  on  which  they  also  play,  makes  a 
tremendous,  and  not  a  melodious  noise.  It  is  made 
of  the  wood  of  the  black  poplar  tree,  and  large 
notches  are  cut  on  one  aide.  The  fiddle-stick  is  one 
of  the  ribs  of  a  bullock,  which  is  rubbed  over  the 
notches,  and  would,  I  conceive,  in  Europe,  pro- 
duce the  same  scene  as  the  inimitable  Hogarth  haa 
60  well  depicted  in  his  Enraged  Musician.  The  tiple 
is  a  small  guitar  played  on  at  Cartago.  I  brought 
with  me  to  England  a  very  curious  small  harp, 
which  was  about  three  feet  high,  with  three  octaves 
of  catgut  strings.  The  sounding-board  part  was 
made  of  a  whole  gourd,  large  at  the  bottom  and 
smaller  towards  the  top,  to  which  were  pieces  of 
wood  roughly  joined  in  the  harp  shape. 
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In  the  neigh bourhoocl  of  Cartf^  were  a  great 
Dumber  of  the  large  black  ant,  called  the  cazaclores 
{or  hunters) ;  they  are  encouraged,  as  they  kill  the 
small  snakes,  toads,  and  other  Terrain,  by  stinging 
them  to  death.  If  a  column  of  these  black  ants 
enter  a  cottage,  the  owners  resign  their  habitation 
immediately,  and  wait  until  they  pursue  their  jour- 
ney, so  much  do  they  dread  the  sting  of  these 
ants.  The  black  bears  come  frequently  from  the 
mountains  into  the  plains,  to  feed  on  the  fruit  of 
the  palm  trees. 

One  morning  early,  we  were  much  amused  at 
seeing  a  small  bird  come  into  the  room  to  attack 
the  cock-roaelies,  which  he  darted  on  with  great 
force,  and  perforated  their  bodies  with  his  sharp 
bill,  and  Rcw  away  with  them.  The  plumage  of 
the  bird  was  of  a  light  brown,  with  a  large  black  eye, 
and  his  note  very  sweet,  I  have  observed  night- 
ingales attack  black-beetles  in  this  country,  in 
nearly  the  same  manner,  having,  at  a  gentlemui's 
house,  seen  a  jar  of  black-beetles  emptied  into  an 
aviary  which  was  ftdl  of  nightingalcB. 


A 


PAOTTVCES   OF   COLCMBIA.  199 

On  the  laih  of  Deccnber  M.  de  k  Rodie 
dined  with  us  again,  and  the  next  day  we  had  the 
Jianor  of  dining  with  the  jikz  politico,  who  prored  to 
08  that  he  knew  how  to  live,  bjr  the  display  of  agreat 
many  sayouiy  dishes.  Dr.  Rodxiquei  (the  name  of 
the  jues)  shewed  me  the  skin  of  a  large  snake  which 
had  porsned  a  negro-boy  in  the  province  of  Choco 
for  a  considerable  time,  and  the  boy,  finding  the 
snake  gaining  on  him,  leaped  into  the  riTer  and 
dived  under  water.  A  negro,  who  was  at  work 
near  the  spot,  heard  the  boy^'s  cries,  and  ran  to  the 
river,  when  he  saw  the  snake  raising  himself  up  in 
the  bushes  looking  about  for  the  young  negro ;  he 
*  instantly  attacked  him  with  his  long  knife,  and  killed 
him.  This  snake  was  of  the  boa  constrictor  kind. 
There  is  a  snake  in  the  valley  of  Cauca  which  early 
in  the  morning  cackles  like  a  hen.  The  eldest 
daughter  of  the  juex  politico  was  a  remarkably 
pretty  girl,  with  fine  blue  eyes  and  light  auburn 
hair,  which  I  had  not  seen  before  in  the  valley  of 
Cauca.  She  appeared  to  us  a  very  sensible,  mo- 
dest girL 
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After  dinner,  the  wife  of  SeSor  Rodriquez  asked 
me  if  I  knew  any  thing  of  medicine,  as  her  eldest 
daughter  had  been  very  unwell  for  the  last  twelve- 
months, and  elie  should  like  me  to  prescribe  for  her, 
which  made  Mr.  Cade  laugh  heartily.  The  dis- 
ease of  the  poor  daughter  was  disappointed  love. 
She  had  formed  a  strong  attachment  to  a  European 
officer  in  the  service  of  Columbia,  who  had  been 
quartered  at  Cartago,  but  as  he  was  only  a  soldier 
of  fortune,  the  ji'iez  politico,  who  was  a  weahhy 
man,  would  not  consent  to  the  match  ;  I  felt  much 
for  the  poor  girl,  whose  health  was  suffering  severely 
&om  this  unfortunate  passion.  Tlie  nest  even- 
ing we  saw  a  funeral  with  a  drum  and  fife  playing 
at  the  head  of  it,  and  in  the  great  square  the  people 
were  letting  off  fire-works.  On  enquiring  the  cause 
of  this  apparently  anomalous  conduct,  it  was  ex- 
plained to  me  that  this  was  tlie  funeral  of  a  young 
girl,  daughter  of  the  brother-in-law  of  the  juei 
politico,  and  that  there  are  always  public  rejoicings 
when  persons  die  young,  on  account  of  their  having 
fewer  sins   to  answer  for.     I  sow  the  father  of  Uie 
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deceased  girl  the  next  day,  vho  told  me,  with  a 
smile,  that  his  wife  had  just  filled  up  the  vacancy. 
The  Creoles  have  a  great  share  of  philosophy  in 
their  composition.  There  were  some  rich  men  in 
Cartago.  I  heard  that  one  had  died  a  few  months 
before,  worth  200,000  dollars.  The  only  stimulus 
to  their  exertions  seems  to  be  the  amor  nummi; 
and  the  only  enjoyment  of  their  gains,  their  hoard. 

At  last  the  glad  tidings  arrived  from  the  juez 
politico  of  Ibaquc,  saying  that  he  was  making 
every  exertion  to  procure  the  necessary  number  of 
silleros  (or  chairmen),  peons,  and  mules,  as  he  had 
received  instructions  from  his  government  to  afford 
U8  every  assistance  ;  and  on  the  20th  of  December, 
the  men  and  mules  arrived. 

The  jiiez  politico  called  on  me  on  the  21st, 
to  say  the  peons  would  require  one  day's  rest  be- 
fore they  returned  to  Ibaque,  and  that  they  also 
required  some  time  to  purchase  a  lew  things  for 
themselves.  Some  hours  were  passed  this  morning 
in  weighing  our  persons,     I  weighed  seven  arrdbas, 
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minus  51bs.,  which  is  equal  to  IS  stone  21bs. ; 
Mr.  Cftde  weighed  five  arrcSbas,  {or  8  stone  Slbs.). 
We  were  much  amused  at  the  two  silleros,  who 
supposed  they  were  to  carry  me  over  the  moun- 
tains, eyeing  me  minutely  all  over;  and  when 
the  juez  politico  asked  them  what  they  thought 
of  their  load,  they  replied  that  they  could  carry 
me  very  well,  that  they  had  carried  much  hea- 
vier men ;  and  from  what  the  jiiez  politico  had 
told  them,  they  had  expected  to  find  the  English 
consul-general  (a  title  they  always  gave  me)  a 
much  greater  personage.  We  had  four  silleros, 
fourteen  peons  for  the  baggage,  three  mules 
besides  our  own,  and  a  head  man,  who  is  a  sort 
of  commanding  officer,  but  whose  influence  over 
the  others  is  far  from  great.  By  the  advice  of 
Seiior  Itodriquez,  we  left  Mr.  Cade's  gray  horse 
behind,  as  the  farrier  had  lamed  it  in  shoeing.  My 
silleros  were  to  receive  each  sixteen  dollars,  Mr. 
Cade's  and  Edle's  ten,  and  the  peons  nine  each, 
and  I  promised  them  an  additional  reward  if  they 
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purformcd  the  journey  well,  and  took  care  of  our 


The  person  employing  the  nllerm  and  peons 
over  the  Qouidio  moontauu,  finds  them  in  pro- 
visions, which  consists  of  salt  beef,  pork,  plantains, 
snd  rice,  in  certun  propordons  to  each  num.  We 
were  glad  to  hear  from  Sefior  Rodriquei,  that  these 
carriers  were  of  a  very  different  character  from  the 
rascals  who  are  emfrioyed  in  poling  the  champans  up 
'  the  river  Magdalena.  X  was  fully  convinced  that  they 
might  be  better,  but  could  not  possibly  be  worse. 
The  mschine  on  which  tbey  carry  the  baj^age, 
is  a  sort  of  frame  of  bamboos,  about  three  feet  long 
with  a  cross  piece  at  the  lower  end,  on  which  they 
put  their  load-  It  is  secured  with  straps  made  of 
the  bark  of  a  tree,  which  first  cross  the  burthen, 
then  go  over  the  shoulders  and  across  the  breast  of 
the  peon ;  another  strap  passes  over  his  forehead, 
which  is  fastened  to  the  top  of  the  bamboo  at  the 
back.  They  are  careful  to  put  a  pad  between  the 
strap  and  the  head,  and  between  the  chair  and  ^e 
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loins,  to  prevent  chafing.  They  are  naked,  except- 
ing a  handkerchief  tied  round  the  middle.  The 
eillero  on  which  they  carry  people,  is  much  the 
same  as  the  silla  de  cargo  above  described  for  bag- 
gage, excepting  that  the  sillero  has  rests  for  the 
arms  and  a  step  for  the  feet.  The  usual  load  of  a 
peon  is  about  lOOlbs.,  but  many  carry  a  greater 
weight,  and  some  have  been  known  to  carry  eight 
arrobas  (or  2001bs.).  With  these  weights  the)- 
climb  the  mountains  with  the  greatest  ease,  and 
seldom  stop  to  rest.  We  found  the  jiicB  politico 
particularly  kind  and  attentive  in  seeing  that  every 
thing  was  properly  arranged  for  our  passage  over 
the  mountains,  and  he  exliorted  the  peons  to  con- 
duct themselves  well  during  the  journey. 

On  the  morning  of  the  22d  of  December,  wc 
were  all  in  readiness  to  leave  Cartago,  and  previous 
to  our  departure,  I  desired  my  servants  not  to  think 
of  being  carried  by  the  silleros  unless  they  were 
taken  ill  on  the  road,  which  order  I  had  the  satis- 
faction to  fmd  was  strictly  obeyed.     Having  taken 
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leave  of  the  juex  politico,  M.  de  la  Roche,  and  two 
or  three  other  gentlemen,  not  forgetting  the  female 
whistlers,  we  commenced  our  journey  for  the  Quin- 
dio  mountains  at  nine  in  the  morning,  all  mounted 
on  mules,  as  I  was  resolved  to  ride  as  fiir  as  I  could. 
For.  about  three  quarters  of  a  league  the  road  was 
very  tolerable,  but  after  that  it  became  so  desperate- 
ly bad  that  I  was  obliged  to  dismount,  and  wade 
through  the  mud  in  a  pair  of  jack-boots  and  large 
spurs,  to  the  no  small  amusement  of  the  peons,  but 
at  the  expense  of  a  great  deal  of  my  own  fat.    The 
descent  on  mules  from  some  of  the  heights  was  an 
undertaking  replete  with  danger,  from  their  exces- 
sive steepness  and  the  slippery  state  of  the  mule 
track.     The  mules  take  every  precaution,  and  seem 
to  know  the  danger  they  incur  in  descending  these 
heights,  for  they  inspect  the  road  narrowly  before 
them,  and  then  place  their  fore-legs  close  together, 
and  slide  down  on  their  hams,  in  a  manner  which 
scarcely  any  one  but  an  eye-witness  would  credit. 
All  that  the  rider  has  to  do  on  these  occasions  is,  to 
keep  himself  well  back  in  his  saddle,  and  trust  to 
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Providence  and  the  mule  to  prevent  his  being  d&shcd 
to  pieces  by  goinji;  headlong  into  some  frightful 
abyss. 

At  three  in  the  afternoon  we  arrived  on  the  hKoks 
of  the  river  La  Vieja,  at  a  solitary  house,  where  wf 
were  to  remain  for  the  night.  I  was  much  fatigued 
with  my  walk  tliia  day,  having  been  so  ill  equipped 
as  a  pedestrian,  and  the  heat  was  excessive,  as  wc 
had  ascended  but  little  from  the  valley  of  Cauca- 
Mr.  Cade  contrived  to  ride  a  mule,  being  so  muck 
lighter  than  myself.  Wc  were  annoyed  all  night  by 
mosquitoes,  the  house  being  built  close  to  the  banks 
of  the  river.  Wc  found  from  the  state  of  the  road 
or  mule  path  that  there  had  been  a  considerable  fall 
of  rain  in  the  mountains  lately,  although  we  had 
liad  fine  weather  at  Cartago,  and  this  was  conlinned 
by  the  peons  who  had  crossed  the  mountains  from 
Ibaquc. 

Wo  rose  early  on  thcmoming  of  the  23d  of  De- 
cember to  ]»roceed  on  our  journey,  and  1  was  now 
well  prepared  for  walking  over  the  Quindio  moun- 
tain.     I  had  on  my  feet  a  pair  of  alborgas  (or 
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sandab),  vhich  I  had  bougbt  it  Csrtago,  made  of 
the  barii  of  a  tree,  which  cover  the  eoles  of  the  feet 
and  part  of  the  toes,  and  are  &steiied  behind  vith 
two  stiings  which  come  over  the  inatep ;  no  atockiiigs, 
as  I  should  have  lost  them  in  the  mud ;  loose  white 
trowsera,  shirt,  waistcoat;  a  straw  hat  with  a  very 
broad  brim;  and  a  long  strong  stick  with  a  sharp 
point  to  assist  me  in  getting  over  the  rocks  and  deep 
muddy  holes,  completed  my  equipment. 

We  found  the  roads  this  day  in  the  same  dteadful 
state.  I  got  into  two  or  three  sloughs,  out  of  which 
the  peons  were  obhged  to  drag  mc,  and  i  began  to  be 
appiehensiTelest  I  should  not  have  sufficient  strength 
to  accomplish  my  undertaking  of  walking  over  these 
mountains;  but  as  long  as  I  could  move  a  leg,  so 
long  I  was  resolved  to  persevere  in  my  determina- 
li<m.  We  remained  to  rest  ourselves  at  the  ruins 
of  a  small  village  called  La  Balsa,  which  are  the  last 
dwellings  seen  by  the  traveller  until  he  arrives  near 
Ibaque.  For  four  days  you  travel  through  a  part 
of  the  Quindio  mountwns  named  La  Tnicha,  which 
is  a  muddy,  miry  country ;  sfUr  that  you  get  to  a 
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nothing  but  long  use  could  have  so  well  trained 
their  bodies  to  this  dangerous  and  laborious  work. 
We  were  told  they  begin  when  boys  to  carry  a  small 
load,  which  is  increased  as  they  grow  older.  In 
some  places  lai^e  trees  had  fallen,  and  were  lying 
parallel  with  the  road,  and  to  avoid  the  deep  mire 
I  have  seen  the  peons  skip  along  the  trunks  of  them 
with  as  much  firmness  as  if  they  had  been  walking 
over  a  bowling-green.  My  two  silleros  were  faits  k 
peindre,  from  their  fine  figures ;  one  of  them  had  a 
very  handsome  and  intelligent  countenance,  and  was 
a  pleasant  good-himioured  fellow  about  thirty.  He 
told  me  that  he  had  had  the  honor  of  carrying  over 
these  mountains  the  wife  of  Colonel  Ortega,  who  was 
now  governor  of  the  province  of  Popayan,  and  that^ 
he  never  made  one  slip  the  whole  way.  The  juez  po- 
litico of  Ibaque,  in  talking  afterwards  of  these  men, 
said  that  they  seldom  lived  beyond  forty  years, 
being  generally  carried  off  by  the  bursting  of  a 
blood-vessel  or  by  pulmonic  complaints;  and  like 
most  men  who  work  hard  and  gain  much  money  at 
the  time,  they  do  not  like  to  resume  their  labours 
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until  they  bavegotridofdieireinui^indninkifr 
nesB  or  dianpsdon.  There  an  between  three  or  finr 
hundred  peona  at  Ibi^,  who  Mdiriat  entirely  I7 
cwtying  perBoni  ttid  hlfsagv  ^^Te^-  A^  Qamdio 
mountunB.  Itirto^be^boped  tfitt'Ae  gitacn^cnt 
will  improre  the  iMda  ova-theM  mo<mt:iim,lo  dut 
peracuu  may  be  eniUed  to  traVd  laflAy  on  nmlai, 
for  it  is  really  di^gnee&l  fbr  the  hnnuA  nee  ta 
be  debased,  by  doing  the  wtvk  that  oogbt  to  be 
performed  by  brutes.  I  haye  been  told  that  the 
SpaniardB  and  nativeB  mount  these  chsirmen  with 
as  much  sang  froid  as  if  they  were  getting  on  the 
backs  of  mules,  and  some  brutal  wretches  have  not 
hefdtated  to  spur  the  flanks  of  these  poor  unfortunate 
men  when  they  fancied  that  they  were  not  goingfiut 
enough.  In  travelling  one  after  the  other  the  cb- 
gero  who  leads  wliistlea  every  five  or  ten  minutea,  le 
let  the  others  know  the  way  which  be  is  gofaig,.ad 
that  all  is  well. 

All  our  party  were  ready  to  start  early  in  fhe 
morning  of  the  25th  of  December  from  Portachilo. 
We  had  kept  up  good  fires  all  night  to  keep  off  the 
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UBtil  they  have  got  rid  of  tlieir  eamingB  in  dnmbcn- 
ness  or  (liitsipation,  There  are  Ix-twcen  three  or  four 
hundred  peons  at  Ibsquc.  who  siibsjet  entirely  by 
caiT)'ing  ]KTsous  and  lMg;ga^  orcr  tlic  Quindiu 
mountnins.  It  iR  to  l>e  luiped  that  the  gaverammt 
will  inipruvc  the  roads  over  tlieec  mountain*,  w  that 
persons  mity  be  moblcd  to  travv)  eaMy  on  nniles, 
for  it  is  really  diHgriliTiiil  6>r  the  humau  race  to 
be  debased,  by  doing  the  work  that  ought  to  be 
pcrfonncd  liy  brutes.  I  have  been  tuld  tlwt  the 
Spaniards  and  natives  mount  these  chairmen  with 
as  much  sang  froid  as  if  they  were  getting  on  the 
backs  of  mides,  and  some  bnital  wietebee  Ii 
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tigers  and  protect  our  mules,  as  they  are  sometimes 
very  bold  in  their  attacks  on  these  animals;  we 
heard  them  roaring  frequently  during  the  night,  and 
a  dismal  howling  was  kept  up  by  the  red  monkeys ; 
added  to  this  was  the  loud  screeching  of  some  night 
bird,  all  which  formed  a  serenade  by  no  means  pleas- 
ing to  the  English  ears  of  Mr.  Cade  and  myself.  This 
day  we  passed  over  the  same  deep  country,  sur- 
rounded with  gloomy  forests  ascending  gradually 
towards  the  summits  of  this  branch  of  the  Andes, 
and  in  a  few  places  where  there  were  openings  we 
had  views  of  the  mountains  on  our  right  and  left, 
some  of  whose  tops  were  concealed  in  the  clouds* 
Mr.  Cade  persevered  in  riding,  although  he  had 
two  or  three  falls  firom  his  mule ;  the  servants  occa- 
sionally rode  their  mules  and  walked  great  part  of 
the  way.  I  found  I  was  becoming  a  good  traveller 
on  foot,  although  my  feet  were  rather  sore  from 
being  unaccustomed  to  sandals,  and  I  had  received 
numerous  blows  and  rubs  against  stones  and  roots  of 
trees.  We  saw  some  curious  birds  in  the  trees, 
some  with  brilliant  plumage  which  were  new  to  us, 
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one  was  the  size  of  a  pheasant,  with  a  long  bill  and 
dark  blue  plumage.  The  peons  told  me  that  these 
forests  abounded  with  birds  which  were  never  seen  in 
the  valley  of  Cauca  or  in  the  provinces  of  Mariquito 
or  Neyva.  What  an  occupation  in  these  mountains 
for  the  scientific  and  active  ornithologist!  aad  I  have 
no  doubt  but  the  botanist  would  be  equally  repaid 
for  his  labours ;  but  the  naturalist  must  make  up  hts 
mind  to  endure  many  hardships  and  privations. 

One  of  the  silleros  killed  this  morning  with  his 
spear  a  beautiful  bright-grccn  snake,  eight  feet  in 
length ;  it  was  sleeping  two  or  three  yards  from  the 
path.  The  peon  told  me  that  this  species  of  snake 
grew  to  a  great  size,  and  that  they  frequently  had 
seen  them  in  the  trees  hunting  after  bbds  and  small 
aDimals-  The  bite  of  them  is  not  venomous.  We 
arrived  at  a  sleeping  place  at  three  o'clock,  on  a  fiat 
situation  on  an  eminence,  which  had  been  cleared 
away  by  the  peons ;  there  was  grass  for  the  mules 
and  water  near  it, 

I  was  much  tired  with  my  walk  to-day,  and  obliged 
to  rest  by  the  side  of  the  road  Bereral  tines.    When 
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ve  left  Cartago,  Edie,  tbe  cook,  had  his  1^  much 
swollen  with  some  Bores  on  them ;  but  from  the 
climate  becoming  cooler  as  we  ascended  the  moun- 
tains, the  thermometer  here  was  64°,  his  legs  were 
getting  well,  and  the  swelling  had  subsided.  Our 
peons  conducted  themselves  remarkably  well,  and  I 
promised  them  twenty  dollars  extra  if  this  good 
conduct  continued  until  we  arrived  at  Ibaque.  Our 
four  silleros  had  no  loads,  so  they  kindly  assisted 
the  other  peons  in  carrying  our  ba^age.  Some  of 
them,  like  the  cunning  j^sop,  had  taken  heavy  loads 
of  provisions,  for  which  they  had  an  extra  price. 
After  two  or  three  days  these  fellows  went  dancing 
along  with  their  diminished  load,  ae  our  consump- 
tion had  much  lessened  our  provisions.  One  of  the 
peons  pointed  out  to  me  the  palma  de  la  cera  (or  wax 
tree). 

This  being  Christmas-day,  Mr.  Cade  and  myself 
took  an  extra  glass  of  punch,  to  drink  to  the  health 
of  all  our  friends  in  England.  Wc  did  not  foiget  our 
servants,  who  did  the  same,  and  seemed  very  happy 
with  the  peons.     I  cannot  say  that  we  passed  a  very 
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taDove.  The  moantaiiu  were  dotted  m&tm  Uw 
^e  could  rea^  with  immenae  forests,  into  vhidi 
man  had  never  penetrated,  excepting  by  this  alnroat 
impaasable  road.  In  the  evening  I  walked  down 
with  two  of  the  peons  to  a  stream  of  water  at  the 
bottom  of  the  hill,  and  one  of  the  men  pmnted  ont 
to  me  a  large  jaquar  that  was  drinking  about  900 
yards  from  us.  The  jaqnar  looked  at  ua  for  two  or 
three  seconds,  and  walked  quietly  into  the  fiirestt 
which  movement  I  much  approved  of,  aa  we  were 
nni^ovided  with  lances  or  6re-arm8.  One  of  my 
ailleroB  complained  this  evening  of  being  unwelL  I 
wished  to  give  him  some  medicine,  but  be  dedined 
tiUdng  it  i  finding  him  well  the  next  d«y  I  eoqutied 
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what  remedy  he  had  taken,  he  replied,  sugar  and 
water,  which  was  a  certain  cure  for  all  diseases. 
The  European  doctors  wiU,  I  think,  hardly  acquiesce 
in  this  theory. 

On  this  day  we  passed  the  river  Quindio,  which 
running  in  a  southerly  direction  falls  into  the  river 
La  Vieja.  We  found  the  nights  cold  and  the 
blankets  very  comfortable,  in  our  little  tent.  Left 
our  sleeping  place  at  six  a.m.  the  26th  of  Decem- 
ber, and  now  we  began  to  ascend  rapidly.  Early  in 
the  morning,  we  saw  many  wild  turkeys,  and  had 
we  been  provided  with  our  gims  and  ammunition 
we  might  have  procured  for  ourselves  two  or  three 
good  meals,  as  the  birds  would  have  kept  well  in 
this  cool  climate;  but  a  traveller  going  over  this 
rugged  and  difficult  country  has  only  one  object  in 
view  every  day,  which  is,  to  get  to  his  journey's 
end,  particularly  when  he  is  forced  to  tramp  on  foot. 
One  of  the  silleros  pointed  out  to  me  the  tracks  of 
some  tigers'  and  black  bears'  paws,  one  of  the  former 
was  very  large  and  fresh,  and  I  kept  a  sharp  look 
out  as  we  passed  some  of  the  dark  defiles  in  these 


mountmns,  thai  wc  might  not  be  surprised  by  these 
visitors. 

We  arrived  at  our  sleeping-place  a  little  before 
three,  which  I  always  hailed  with  much  satisfaction. 
Wc  had  got  rid  of  most  of  the  deep  sloughs,  but  in 
lieu  of  them  had  large  rocks  and  stones  to  Ecramble 
over,  and  the  sharpness  of  the  asceut  made  walking 
hard  work  ;  and  from  the  rsrilied  state  of  the  air  I 
found  a  difficulty  in  breathing.  Those  peons  who 
carried  baggage  which  was  not  to  be  unpacked,  laid  it 
in  an  evening  in  a  sloping  direction,  and  covered 
the  trunks  with  plantain  leaves,  which  will  throw  off 
a  great  deal  of  rain.  Hitherto  we  had  been  so  for- 
tunate in  the  weatlier  as  to  have  had  scarcely  a  drop 
of  rain  since  we  entered  the  Quindio  mountains, 
while  the  week  before,  the  peons  said,  it  had  rained 
every  tlay  as  they  were  on  their  way  from  Ibaque  to 
Cartago.  From  this  place  we  had  a  fine  view  of 
the  mount^n  of  Tolema,  some  leagues  to  our  left, 
whose  summit  is  the  shape  of  a  cone,  and  is  always 
covered  with  snow,  This  is  the  mountain  I  men- 
tioued  before,  as  being  visible  from  Bogota  early  in 
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the  morning.  I  believe  its  height  is  not  known,  but 
it  must  be  very  great  to  be  seen  at  so  many  leagues^ 
distance. 

Left  oiur  sleeping-place  at  half  past  six  a.m.  the 
27th  of  December,  and  by  eleven  o^clock  we  had 
crossed  the  Paramo  on  the  summit  of  the  Cordillera, 
which  is  13,000  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea,  and 
now  began  to  descend  rapidly.  The  ascent  for  the 
last  two  leagues  had  been  very  steep,  and  I  had 
gone  so  much  in  advance,  accompanied  by  my  two 
silleros,  that  we  arrived  three  quarters  of  an  hoiur  at 
oiur  resting-place,  on  the  other  side  of  the  Paramo, 
before  Mr.  Cade  with  the  servants  and  peons. 
The  silleros  paid  me  a  handsome  compliment  on 
my  walking  so  well,  which  they  had  never  seen  a 
gentleman  do  before.  This  great,  and  perhaps  it 
may  be  called  imprudent,  exertion  nearly  brought 
me  to  a  stand-still,  some  biscuit  and  a  glass  of  rum 
and  water  however  revived  me,  and  I  reached  our 
halting-place  at  three  in  the  afternoon  quite  done  up. 
Near  the  summit  of  the  Andes  we  saw  on  the  road 
the  tracks  of  the  danta  (or  wild  ass) ;  the  hoof  of  this 
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alqr  ioiaiil  ia  difidfld  Ultt  Ai(  of  #p%;  ili0gr 
mibf  fouBd  on  iht  souoBoitB  of  Iho  Aiiiiii%  aad  il  it 
very  seldom  that  tike  Indians  are  able  to  appmaA 
one  of  them  saffioiaidy  near  to  lu&  ii.  Tlie  peons 
dsscaeibed  its  ooknir  as  daik-tooin^  that  it  is  vetj 
wmA  o(£bot»  and  latbsr  htga  than  a  fiilUgiown 
donkqr*  One  of  my  sOkRie  gate  me  a  fieoe  of 
fianldnoense  diat  he  had  gathend  fiom  a  Iseewhidi 
is  called  the  patilla ;  the  colour  is  that  of  amber,  and 
the  smell  very  fragrant.  Quicksilver  has  been  found 
in  the  mountain  near  Ibaque.  The  leagues  from 
the  summit  of  the  Cordilleras  to  the  eastward  are 
measured^  and  the  number  carved  on  a  wooden  post 
Nothing  could  be  more  grand  and  sublime  than 
our  views  when  we  arrived  on  the  Paramo,  and  when 
we  were  d»»cending.  We  were  able  to  see  the  Cor- 
dilleras next  to  the  province  of  Choco,  which  must 
have  been  seventy  or  eighty  miles  distant.  The  eye 
comprehends  at  one  view  these  immense  mountains, 
and  as  the  traveller  observes  their  apparently  per- 
pendicular sides  and  thick  gloomy  forests,  he  ima- 
gines that  it  must  be  impossible  for  him  to  traverse 
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them,  for  the  narrow  mule-path  which  goes  winding 
round  their  steep  sides  cannot  be  discerned;  but 
the  perseverance  of  man  overcomes  the  most  for- 
midable obstacles  of  Nature.  However,  in  these 
roads  on  the  Quindio  mountains,  Nature  is  fast  re* 
Buming  her  former  empire,  and  if  the  government 
does  not  shortly  take  some  means  for  improving 
diis  passage,  it  will  be  soon  only  passable  for  wild 
beasts. 

All  our  servants  and  peons  were  ready  to  leave 
this  resting-place  at  half  past  six  on  the  2tith  of 
December.  The  water  which  we  drank  the  prece- 
ding evening  was  so  cold  as  to  give  pain  to  the 
teeth.  Mr.  Cade  still  persevered  in  riding  bis  mule, 
although  the  animal  bad  fiillen,  or  he  bad  been 
knocked  off  its  back  by  the  branches  of  trees,  six  or 
■even  times  ;  for  in  the  very  narrow  deep  defiles,  the 
trees  have  fallen  across  them,  leaving  scarcely  room 
to  ride  under  them,  unless  by  stooping  as  much  as 
posriUe.  This  gentleman  escaped  all  these  dan- 
gers with  only  a  slight  cut  on  the  side  of  his  head ; 
and  soon  after  bis  arrival  at  Bogota,  as   he  was 
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riding  on  the  barouche-box  of  the  consul-general's 
carriage,  was  overturned  in  a  narrow  road,  and  had 
one  of  his  legs  broken  in  two  places.  In  some  parts 
of  the  road  the  deep  dark  galleries  which  we  passed 
through  were  not  more  than  three  or  four  feet  wide, 
and  frequently  near  two  miles  in  length.  On  the 
sides  of  them  the  vegetation  is  most  luxuriant ; 
and  a  person  riding  through  these  nearly  dark 
passages  must  be  on  his  guard  continually,  to  pre- 
vent his  legs  being  bruised  by  pieces  of  rock 
which  project  into  the  road,  and  his  eyes  scratched 
out  by  the  long  thorns  of  the  bamboo,  or  else, 
being  knocked  off  his  mule  by  the  branches  of 
trees.  In  these  situations  it  is  far  preferable  to 
walk.  Sometimes  great  inconvenience  and  delay  is 
experienced  by  the  peons,  when  two  parties  happen 
to  meet  in  one  of  these  dark  long  detiles,  particu- 
larly when  they  have  oxen  or  mules  with  them,  and 
then  they  have  violent  disputes  as  to  who  is  to  back 
the  cattle.  We  met  one  party  of  peons  this  day, 
with  oxen,  going  to  C'artago  with  salt.  Their 
cargoes  are  small,  and  they  are  i 


■  are  fixed  on  the  boi^^^ 
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of  the  oxen  in  such  a  manner  as  to  enable  them  to 
pass  through  these  narrow  places.  They  carry  from 
eight  to  ten  arrcibas  of  salt,  and  from  their  strength 
get  through  the  deep  places,  where  the  mules  cannot. 

About  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  we  arrived 
at  a  tambo  (or  shed),  built  for  travellers,  which  we 
were  all  glad  to  see,  as  it  gave  us  some  small  idea 
of  civilixation.  We  bad  now  descended  conndera- 
bly  towards  the  plains  of  Ibaque,  and  agwn  found 
the  climate  warm  and  comfortable- 

Off  early  in  the  morning  of  the  29th  from  this 
tambo,  and  I  now  found  the  wallcing  easier,  from 
having  almost  constantly  a  descent  and  from  the 
improvement  in  the  roads,  which  on  the  eastern 
side  of  these  mountains  are  much  better  than  on  the 
western.  This  day  we  saw  a  great  variety  of  but- 
terflies, and  some  of  them  of  a  prodi^ous  sixe,  with 
brown  wings  and  orange-coloured  spots ;  also  a 
great  many  of  the  red  monkeys,  skipping  from  tree 
to  tree,  and  frequently  ^ley  would  come  and  look 
at  us  and  make  grimaces. 

This  day  we  crossed  the  river  St.  Juan,  which 
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Mkh^'  a  south-easterly  course  empties  itself  int^l 
the  ggBMriwKlfagiilmaiMlWfW^B— 'rfM^i* 
Ckm  to  dw  tcmI  tlwy  dumd  «■  «mt  du^imie 
wgnagh  Ou  OM  nqr  ko^  -^m  -odMT  «ifid ;  Ac 
pMDi  Mid  ^htn  w  BHiA  aul^or  nan  ibm 
ffria^  W«  WBR  all  wnr  in  U^  ■firili  at  At 
thonghia  of  aaan  annu^t-at 
Am  >taigiiiag  jaaa^f  -dw 
donld  csrtualy  be  dwit  &e 

About  twelve  o'clock,  I  faeaid  one  of  tlie  semnts 
exclaim  that  he  saw  a  cottage.  Immediatdy  all 
eyes  were  struned  to  catch  a  si^t  of  it,  with  the 
same  avidity  that  psasengen  cooped  up  on  board 
ship  look  out  for  land.  Soon  after  this  came  we  to 
a  field  of  Indian  com,  and  at  one  o'clock  arriv- 
ed at  a  place  called  Morales,  where  this  aolitarj' 
cott^e  was  utuste,  and  where  we  were  to  take  op 
our  quarters  for  the  night.  We  had  gone  this  day 
four  Spanish  leagues  (eighteen  miles)  ;  it  was  high 
time  for  me  to  srriw  at  Ibaqoe,  as  my  alborgas 
were  wearing  out,  and  both  my  heels  much  cut 
with    the  strings.     As  soon  as  we  got  in,    Edle 
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purchased  two  fowls  of  the  woman  who  lived  at  the 
cottage,  and  with  the  addition  of  potatoes,  a  gre&t 
luxury,  we  made  a  famous  dinner.  Edle  killed  an- 
other coral  snake  on  the  road  this  morning.  Our 
poor  peons  were  as  gay  as  larks  this  evening, 
amusing  themselves  by  dancing  with  two  mulatto 
g^rls  of  the  cottage,  and  playing  on  the  guitar  with 
the  noisy  caraska.  We  preferred  sleeping  in  our 
tent  to  taking  up  our  quarters  in  the  cottage. 

At  seven  in  the  morning  we  left  Morales,  all 
impatient  to  get  sight  of  the  town  of  Ibaque  and 
the  plains  of  the  province  of  Mariquito;  when 
we  arrived  within  a  league  and  a  half  of  the  former 
place,  we  had  a  charming  view  of  the  town  and  the 
fine  plains,  which  extend  to  the  river  Magdalena. 
At  a  great  distance  might  be  seen  the  mountains 
which  run  towards  Bogotd,  flanking  the  river  of 
that  name.  The  descent  to  the  town  of  Ibaque  is 
uncommonly  steep,  and  must  be  an  extremely  dif- 
ficult road  for  the  mules  to  ascend  and  descend  in 
rainy  weather. 

We  were  particularly  fortunate  in  the  passage  of 


the  Quindio  mountains,  as  during  our  nine  days''  tra- 
velling we  had  not  had  one  drop  of  rain.  Just  before 
we  reached  Ibaque,  Mr.  Cade  got  into  one  of  the 
chitirs  of  the  sillcros  to  try  how  he  liked  the  po- 
sition, and  the  sillero  ran  off  with  him  with  as  much 
ease  and  facility  as  if  he  had  been  only  a  butterfly 
on  his  shoulder.  Mr.  Cade  told  me  he  found  it 
very  comfortable.  I  was  much  pleased  to  think  we 
had  performed  this  journey  without  any  one  of  the 
party  being  obliged  to  employ  the  siUeroB.  We 
were  very  kindly  received  by  the  jiiea  politico  of 
Ibaque,  Sciior  Ortega,  brother  to  Colonel  Ortega, 
governor  of  the  province  of  Popayan,  and  took  up 
our  quarters  in  a  large  empty  convent  which  had 
formerly  belonged  to  the  order  of  Franciscan  friars, 
and  which  appeared  as  a  palace,  afler  the  vagabond 
life  we  had  led  on  the  mountains.  Sefior  Ortega 
requested  wc  would  not  think  of  providing  ourselvea 
with  any  thing  during  our  stay  at  Ibaque,  and  ac- 
quainted US  that  he  would  have  the  pleasure  of 
dining  with  us  at  four  oVlock,  and  bring  a  fiiend. 
We  now  made  ourselves  comfortable.     We  had 
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not  shaved  for  nine  days,  and  having  finished  my 
pedestrian  career,  I  put  on  a  more  subetantial  dress. 
An  excellent  dinner  was  sent  to  the  convent,  and  a 
medical  gentleman  from  Europe,  whose  name  I 
forget,  came  with  Sefior  Ortega  to  partake  of  the 
repast.  This  gentleman  was  going  into  the  pro- 
vince of  Choco  to  examine  some  of  the  gold  mines, 
particularly  those  where  the  platina  is  found.  The 
largest  piece  of  plattna  ever  discovered  was  given  by 
Seiior  Iquacio  Hurtado  to  the  Spanish  general 
Morillo,  in  1815,  when  at  Bogota.  This  spe- 
cimen was  in  shape  like  a  strawberry,  and  weighed 
nineteen  ounces  ;  it  was  found  in  one  of  the  gold 
mines  of  the  province  of  Choco,  and  was  sent  by 
General  Morillo  to  the  king  of  Spain. 

The  next  day  I  paid  all  the  peons,  and  made  a 
present  of  the  twenty  dollars  as  the  reward  of  their 
good  conduct,  and  we  parted  as  the  best  of  friends. 
I  also  made  a  favourable  report  of  them  to  the 
juez  politico. 

The  second  night  of  our  sleeping  in  the  convent, 
I  was  awoke  by  my  bed  rocking  under  me,  and 
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every  thing  ehaktag  in  the  room.  I  called  out  to 
Mr.  Cade,  who  was  sleeping  in  the  same  apartment, 
a§king  him  whether  he  felt  the  motion  ;  he  replied, 
he  was  sure  it  must  have  been  tlie  shock  of  an 
earthquake.  Finding  all  quiet  for  some  time  after- 
wards, I  fell  asleep  again,  but  Mr.  Cade  told  me 
he  could  not  close  his  eyes  for  the  remainder  of  the 
night,  expecting  the  old  convent  to  come  tumbling 
over  his  head.  In  the  morning  we  enquired  of  the 
jiiei  politico  respecting  the  motion  we  had  feJl,  who 
informed  us  there  had  been  a  severe  shock  of  an 
earthquake,  and  that  many  of  the  inhabitants  had 
been  so  much  alarmed  by  it,  that  they  ran  out  of 
their  houses,  and  renuiined  for  some  time  in  the 
streets.  He  further  stated,  that  tlicy  had  felt  a 
great  many  slight  shocks  for  the  last  two  months, 
and  that  they  expected  some  unusual  convulsion  of 
nature,  as  the  weather  had  been  particularly  sidtry 
for  three  months,  and  they  had  had  scarcely  any 
rain  in  the  province  for  the  last  six  months,  which 
had  occasioned  much  distress  and  misery  among 
the  lower  claeses,  their  crops  having  been  burnt  up. 
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All  the  higher  cUsees  at  Honda  had  left  their 
houses  at  this  time,  and  were  living  in  cottages  on 
the  hills,  so  much  did  they  dread  the  consequence 
of  these  repeated  shocks.  Mr.  Cade  and  I  con- 
gratulated ourselves  that  wc  had  escaped  being 
buried  in  the  ruins  of  the  Franciscan  convent.  I 
had  once  before  felt  a  alight  shock  of  an  earthquake 
at  Messina  in  Sicily,  but  not  so  violent  as  this  at 
Ibaquc. 

Talking  one  day  to  Mr.  Riviero,  director  of  the 
National  Museum,  of  the  shock  we  had  felt  in  the 
convent  at  Ibaquc,  he  told  roe  he  had  recently  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  the  priest  of  that  place,  an 
avaricious  and  ignorant  man,  requesting  to  know 
what  means  he  had  best  adopt  to  put  a  stop  to 
earthquakes,  as  he  was  much  alarmed  at  their  fre- 
quency !  The  climate  of  Ifaaque  is  very  pleasant, 
the  thermometer  being  on  an  average  throughout 
the  year,  in  the  middle  of  the  day,  7*°-  There 
are  in  this  Cordillera,  at  no  great  distance  Jrom 
Ibsque,  the  bocas  de  moate  (or  craters),  which  are 
Q  9 
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always  kept  open  by  the  inhabitants  to  prcveai 
earthquakes. 

The  Franciscan  convent  in  which  we  were  living, 
and  the  estates  belonging  to  it,  had  recently  been 
appropriated  to  the  formation  of  a  public  coU^e, 
and  the  head  of  the  college  was  shortly  expected 
here  to  make  the  necessary  arrangements  for  the 
establishment  of  this  useful  institution.  This  col- 
lege was  to  be  on  the  same  plan  as  those  of  Bogota, 
for  the  education  of  young  men  of  the  valley  of 
Cauca,  of  the  provinces  of  Maiiquita  ahd  Ncyva, 
and  some  parts  of  Choco  and  Antioquia.  The  si- 
tuation of  Ibaquc  was  central,  provisions  abundant 
and  cheap,  and  the  climate  one  of  the  healthiest 
in  Columbia;  these  advantages  had  induced  the 
government  to  establish  the  college  at  Ibaque. 

General  Santander,  the  Vice-President,  and  Dr. 
Uastrapo,  the  Minister  of  the  Interior,  deserve  in- 
finite praise  for  iheir  indefatigable  exertions  to  ex- 
tend learning  and  knowledge  to  all  classes,  in  every 
depaitraent  uf  the  state,  by  the  establishment  of 
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colleges,  schools  and  scminarieB  in  the  most  eligible 
situations ;  and  the  wealth  and  riches  which  were 
for  centuries  appropriated  to  enable  a  set  of  mo- 
nastic idlers  to  lead  indolent  and  luxurious  lives, 
will  now  be  expended  in  supporting  these  useftil 
institutions,  to  which  all  classes  of  citizens  belonging 
to  the  state  are  admissible ;  to  the  latter  of  them 
without  any  expense  to  their  parents.  In  this  in- 
stance, Columbia  has  set  a  noble  example  to  the 
other  independent  South  American  states,  and  it  is 
to  be  hoped  it  will  be  followed  by  them,  and  the 
same  plan  adopted  for  creating  revenues. 

Of  all  useless  members  of  society,  I  consider 
'  friars  the  most  so ;  and  not  imfrequently  they  are 
restless,  intriguing,  and  dangerous  to  the  go- 
vernment they  live  under  if  they  fancy  they  are 
thwarted  in  their  views  and  schemes.  History 
proves  to  us,  that  the  most  active  ambition  has 
sometimes  lain  concealed  under  the  cowl.  The 
extraordinary  ascendancy  obtained  by  the  order  of 
Jesuits  all  over  Europe  and  the  New  World,  is  a 
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remarkable  instance  of  what  can  be  accompHiihcd 
by  a  set  of  men  whose  minds  and  bodies  arc  at  the 
absolute  disposal  of  their  superior,  and  who  possess 
none  of  those  ties  in  society  which  influence  the 
conduct  and  actions  of  other  men.  It  is,  I  think, 
to  he  regretted  that  this  order,  which  bad  been  ba- 
nished from  all  the  Catholic  states  in  Europe  and 
America,  should  agiun  be  gradually  obtaining  an 
ascendancy  in  some  parts  of  Europe  ;  and  I  con- 
ceive education  could  be  carried  on  in  all  couatrics 
without  the  assistance  of  the  Jesuits,  who  will  pro- 
bably again  abuse  the  power  and  inHuence  which 
they  are  sure  to  acquire  over  the  minds  of  thor 
pupils. 

The  peasantry  of  the  province  of  Mariquitaarc 
good  horsemen,  and  their  canton  can  muster  on 
extraordinary  occasions  2000  men,  well  moimted 
and  armed  with  lances,  many  with  carbines,  and 
all  having  the  manchettc,  which  in  close  combat 
becomes  a  fonnidable  weapon.  The  inhabitants  of 
Ibaque  are  skiliul  in  killing  the  condour,  eagle  and 
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vulture,  with  poisoned  arrows  blown  through  the 
bodiquera  (or  blow-pipe).  To  accomplish  tlie  de- 
Btniction  of  these  voracious  bitds,  tliey  build  a  Eimtll 
shed  with  holes  in  the  side,  and  at  a  proper  distance 
carrion  is  placed.  When  the  birds  are  feeding 
they  are  shot  with  the  poisoned  arrow,  the  bodi- 
quera being  placed  at  one  of  the  holes  in  the  shed. 
The  stratagem  has  this  advantage,  that  the  birds 
of  prey  are  not  alarmed  with  any  noise,  as  would 
be  the  case  in  using  fire  arms.  The  peons  say,  the 
birds  when  struck  with  the  arrow,  seldom  fly  more 
than  a  few  yards  before  they  fall  dead.  They  told 
me  there  were  eight  different  sorts  of  tigers,  leo- 
pards, panthers,  and  tiger-cats  in  the  Cordillera 
which  stretches  from  Popayau  towards  the  province 
of  Antioquia,  one  nearly  black,  another  red,  and 
one  of  a  lighter  colour  with  white  spots.  I  have 
myself  seen  the  skins  of  five  different  sorts  of  the 
feline  race. 

Having  remained  two  days  at  Ibaque  to  rest  our- 
selves, during  which  time  we  received  every  possible 
attention  from  Sefior  Ortega,  we  left  that  town  early 
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on  the  2d  of  January  1825,  and  I  had  now  the 
pleasure  of  mounting  a  horse,  which  I  was  recom- 
mended to  ride,  as  our  road  lay  over  extensive 
plains.  No  boys,  just  arrived  at  hone  for  the 
holidays,  and  mounting  their  favourite  ponies  for 
the  first  time,  could  enjoy  a  ride  more  than  Mr. 
Cade  and  I  did.  We  cantered  merrily  along  nearly 
the  whole  distance,  five  Spanish  leagues,  of  this 
day's  journey,  passing  through  a  fine  grazing  coun- 
try, well  stocked  with  cattle,  but  apparently  rather 
deficient  in  water,  which  might  be  owing  to  the 
long  drought  they  had  experienced  in  this  province. 
We  saw  two  or  three  large  haciendas  near  the  road, 
one  of  which  had  been  recently  purchased  by  my 
friend  Colonel  Ruis,  the  senator,  now  residing  at 
Bogota. 

We  halted  for  the  night  at  the  house  of  a  wi- 
dow, who  informed  us  that  the  inhabitants  who  ro- 
sidetl  near  the  river  Magdalenawere  in  great  distress, 
as  the  last  harvest  had  entirely  failed  from  the 
want  of  rain  during  the  usual  season,  but  within 
twenty  miles  of  the  Cordillera  of  Quindio  they 
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been  more  fortunate,  and  had  had  moisture  sufficient 
to  save  the  crops  of  Indian  com,  and  a  fair  pro- 
portion of  plantains.  We  purcha§cd  a  fat  kid  from 
our  hostess,  which  wns  nearly  as  good  as  a  lamb. 

At  six  A.M.  on  the  3d  of  January,  we  left  this 
station,  and  at  three  in  the  afternoon  we  arrived  at 
the  small  village  of  Valtequi,  on  the  right  bank  of 
the  river  Magdalena,  a  few  leagues  below  the  place 
where  we  had  crossed  it  in  the  beginning  of  Sep- 
tember on  our  way  to  Popayan.  We  were  as  glad 
to  see  the  old  river  Magdalena  as  wc  had  formerly 
been  to  take  leave  of  it;  in  short,  we  were  in  the 
best  humour  with  every  thing,  from  the  reflection 
that  we  should  soon  finish  our  toils  and  labours. 

Shortly  after  our  arrival  at  Valtequi,  news  was 
brought  mc  that  one  of  our  baggage  mules  was 
missing,  and  on  examining  the  others,  we  found 
the  stray  one  to  be  that  which  carried  all  the  cu- 
riosities we  had  collected.  I  was  in  sad  dismay 
at  this  discovery,  and  sent  the  peons  and  two  of  our 
servants  ou  the  other  side  of  the  river  to  endea- 
vour to  find  it,  and  two  .-.r  three  lii>ius  after,  our 
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lost  mule  was  brought  with  all  the  bag^iitgc  safe, 
which  put  me  once  more  in  good  spirits.  The 
tnulc  had  taken  a  wrong  turn  on  the  road,  and  had 
travelled  on  until  it  came  to  the  river  Magdalena, 
where  it  stop]icd,  and  was  found.  It  was  extremely 
careless  of  our  servants  and  peons  not  to  have  nuBsed 
the  mule  until  they  were  swimming  then\  over  the 
river,  as  if  any  of  tlie  Bongo  fellows  had  unforto- 
nately  Been  it  in  their  passage  up  or  down  the  Mag- 
dalena in  their  champans,  they  would  have  carried 
off  the  load,  and  I  should  never  again  have  seen  my 
curiosities. 

We  took  up  our  quarters  at  the  house  of  the 
priest  of  the  parish,  a  Franciscan  tiriar,  who  received 
us  well,  and  invited  us  to  partake  of  what  he  had. 
He  told  us  his  parishioners  had  suffered  greatly  fiom 
losing  their  crops  of  maize,  and  that  he  bad  been 
obliged  to  send  to  Ibaque,  distant  ten  leagues,  for 
provisions.  We  found  the  heat  exceedingly  great 
at  this  place,  the  thermometer  being  above  85°  in 
the  shade  at  three  o'clock.  We  drank  here  a  great 
deal  of  ehicha,  and  found  it  agree  very  well  with  us ; 
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we  therefore  set  it  clown  as  a  wholesome  beverage. 
Our  host  belonged  to  the  Franciscan  convent  at 
Bogota,  and  was  a  great  friend  of  the  superior,  Father 
Candia,  who  treated  us  so  kindly  when  we  went  to 
aee  the  waterfall  at  Tequendama.  He  told  us  he 
had  lately  sent  the  superior  a  present  of  a  fat  pig. 

We  left  Valtequi  the  morning  of  the  4th  of  Janu- 
ary for  Tocayman,  and  had  a  particularly  pleasant 
ride  by  the  side  of  a  small  river,  which  is  shaded  on 
each  side  by  the  foliage  of  noble  trees-  Wc  saw  a 
buck  pass  close  by  us  across  the  road.  -Previously 
to  our  leaving  Valtequi,  the  friar  had  desired  us  not 
to  drink  any  water  on  the  road,  as  these  waters 
were  considered  very  unwholesome.  I  gave  this 
advice  to  our  servants,  but  Edlc  imprudently  disre- 
garded it,  and  having  indulged  in  a  draught  of  this 
bad  water,  slept  a  short  time  exposed  to  the  sun,  and 
was  taken  ill.  We  arrived  once  more  at  the  house 
of  the  old  miserly  priest  wc  had  before  visited,  who 
affected  to  be  glad  to  see  us,  but  took  good  care 
to  offer  us  no  retreshmcnt.  A  sort  of  low  fever  con- 
tinued to  annoy  Edle  for  nearly  a  month  after  our 
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arrival  at  Bogotd,  and  I  was  alraid  it  might  prove 
fatal  to  him.  Our  friend  the  commandant  called 
on  US,  and  congratulated  us  on  our  safe  arrival  u 
Tocayman,  brin^png  with  him  the  bone  of  the  mam- 
moth he  had  promised  to  keep  for  me.  He  told  me 
some  gentlemen  had  been  anxious  to  get  it  from 
him,  to  place  in  the  national  museum  at  BogotA; 
but  that  having  promised  it  to  me  he  could  not  pos- 
sibly accede  to  their  wtslies,  for  which  handsome 
conduct  I  expressed  my  best  thanks.  We  saw 
nothing  of  the  old  priest,  who,  as  usual,  abut  him- 
self up  in  his  room  to  eat  his  solitary  meals,  and 
feast  his  eyes  on  his  riches.  We  had  a  most  com- 
fortable and  refreshing  bath  in  the  evening  in  the 
river  Bogota.  It  was  quite  distressing  to  hear  the  . 
accounts  of  the  sufferings  of  tlie  lower  classes  in  this 
district,  and  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  some  must 
have  perished  from  starvation. 

We  qiutted  Tocayman  early  on  the  Sth  <^  Ja. 
nuary,  and  in  our  way  to  La  Mesa  called  on  the  good 
old  priest  at  the  village  of  Arapoyma.  We  wore 
shocked  to  find  the  good  man  in  a  deranged  state, 
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and  his  housekeeper  told  us  be  had  been  diaordered 
in  his  mind  for  nearly  a  month.  We  shook  hands 
with  the  poor  pricHt,  wlio  did  not  know  ub,  took 
some  refreshment,  and  continued  our  route  to  La 
Mesa.  Here  we  slept  at  the  house  of  the  alcalde, 
a  captain  on  half-pay,  who  requested  us  to  dine  with 
him.  I  called  on  our  friend  Sefior  Olaya,  the  co- 
lonel of  mibtia,  who  was  absent  at  his  country -houae. 
Lefl  La  Mesa  on  the  6th  of  January,  and  passed 
the  night  at  the  inn  at  Quatre  Bocas,  and  the  next 
day  at  four  o'clock  we  arrived  at  Itogotd,  afWr  an 
absence  of  just  four  months.  The  next  day  we  had 
abundance  of  visits  from  our  Bt^tii  friends,  to  offer 
UB  their  congratulations  on  our  getting  safely  back 
&om  our  long  and  arduous  journey.  Wc  found 
that  there  had  been  little  or  no  rain  at  Bogota,  and 
in  the  latter  end  of  January  we  saw  a  grand  religious 
procession  to  Santa  Barbara,  to  implore  her  inter- 
cession. But  the  saint  appeared  very  hard  hearted 
and  totally  unmoved  by  their  supplications,  as  all 
these  prayers  did  not  produce  a  drop  of  rain  at  that 
tims.     Santa  Barbara  is  the  saint  to  whom  the  Co> 
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lumbians  address  themsclvcB  to  petition  her  to  keep 
off  earthquakes,  pestilential  diseases,  famine,  &c.  1 
think  the  bishop  of  the  diocese  should  have  given 
the  priest  of  Iboque  a  severe  lecture  for  having  ad- 
dressed  himself  to  Seiior  Riviero  instead  of  Suits 
Barbara,  to  get  rid  of  the  earthquakes. 

On  the  3d  of  March  we  received,  at  Bogota,  the 
great  and  important  intelligence  of  the  battle  of 
Ayacucho,  gained  over  the  army  of  the  viceroy  L» 
Cama,  by  the  Columbian  general,  Sucre,  who  com- 
manded the  Columbian  and  Peruvian  troops.  This 
victory  decided  at  once  the  fate  of  Peru ;  and  as 
the  strong  fortress  of  Callao,  which  was  bravely  de- 
fended by  the  Spanish  general,  RodU,  has  since  sur- 
rendered, Peru  must  be  considered  as  lost  for  ever 
to  the  Spaniards. 

On  the  12th  we  had  a  grand  military  processioa 
to  celebrate  the  victory  of  Ayacucho.  A  handsome 
temple,  on  which  was  a  figure  of  Fame  blowing  a 
trumpet,  was  erected  in  the  centre  of  the  Grand 
Square,  in  front  of  my  house.  All  the  troops  of  the 
garrison  were  asecinbled,  and  lired  a  feu  de  joi^  and 


[eu  oe  joi^  and 


received  extra  rariona  and  aquadientc.  I  admired 
exceedingly  one  of  the  military  movcmenta  on  this 
occasion.  The  different  companies  were  formed  in 
letters  spelling  Ayacucho,  and  each  Boldier  had  a 
cap  filled  with  rose  leaves ;  at  a  signal  given  every 
man  assisted  in  forming  the  letters  with  the  rose 
leaves,  which  were  very  legible,  and  had  a  pleasing 
effect ;  after  which  the  soldiers  hurrahed  lustily. 

Called  one  morning  in  February  on  Sefior  Riviero 
at  the  museum,  who  showed  me  a  thick  ring  of 
platina,  made  use  of  by  the  Indians  as  an  ornament, 
before  the  arrival  of  the  Spaniards  in  America. 
This  is  the  only  ornament  of  this  hard  metal  that 
has  ever  been  found  in  Columbia,  and  proves  that 
the  opinion  generally  entertained  that  the  Indiana 
had  never  discovered  this  metal,  is  erroneous.  Mr. 
Riviero  was  of  opinion  that  it  had  been  originally  a 
lump  of  platina,  which  hod  been  hammered  into  the 
shape  of  a  ring,  as  the  Indians  were  ignorant  of  the 
process  necessary  to  smelt  this  hard  metal.  This 
ring  had  been  found  in  the  bed  of  a  small  river.  I 
believe  that  platina  has  never  been  obtuned  in  any 
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We  had  joM  retoned  to  Bogoti  it  the  time  ibc 
BMMWal  bmtt  lad  SmAed.  Durii^  this  fcstird 
aB  dMMi  gamble  u  the  poblic  booths,  which  are 
tnuti  m  tbe  Gmi  Sqoare.  Ladies  of  higfa  rank 
IK  ncB  hf  the  ade  of  dxir  acrvants  and  sUres  at 
the  paMBg  table,  the  amda  of  aD  parties  being 
m»allj  abaoabed  ia  dw  adfUi  desire  to  win  and  fill 
their  podeta!  TheCBB^eBand  executive  govem- 
Bcat  Might,  I  cooeeiTe,  put  «  stop  gradually  lo 
ihcae  ■cwi  of  sednctire  vice,  which  promote  the 
nuB  1^  BiDf  excdlent  meD  and  Tirtoous  women. 
There  are  a  Tartetj  of  innocent  ways  of  am  using 
the  lower  classes,  and  I  man  do  them  the  justice  to 
a^,  that  they  are  genesaDy  of  a  mild  and  tractable 
AiposiiiMi,  easily  goretned  and  easily  led  astray. 
On  the  occasion  of  the  annual  fieast  the  great 
square  is  lei  by  the  foot  for  the  erection  of  gam- 
Utng  booths,  and  the  money  raised  in  this  abo- 
minable way   is   pocketed  l^  the  mtinictpality  of 
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On  the  3d  of  March  the  pleasing  intelligence  ar- 
rived  at  Bogota  that  the  Britisli  government  had 
aclcnowledged  the  independence  of  Columbia,  which 
made  every  heart  in  Bogota  vibrate  with  joy ;  and 
the  Columbian  government  were  doubly  gratified  at 
the  acknowledgement  of  their  independence  arriving 
before  the  great  victory  of  Ayacucho  could  have 
been  known  in  England.  The  people  were  to  be 
seen  riding  and  running  about  the  streets  as  if  they 
had  been  half  mad,  and  I  heard  several  exclaim, 
"  now  we  are  an  independent  nation;  viva  el  rcy  de 
Inglaterra,  viva  e!  Senor  Canning"  (long  life  to  the 
King  of  England  and  Mr.  Canning) ;  fire  works 
were  let  off  in  all  the  streets,  and  bands  of  music, 
one  of  them  headed  by  the  Vice-President  accom- 
panied by  all  his  staff  and  many  civihans,  paraded 
and  played  about  the  town.  One  band  came  to  my 
house,  accompanied  by  a  lai^c  crowd  of  people,  and 
played  for  a  considerable  time.  I  happened  to  be 
dining  that  day  with  the  Consul-Gen eral,  Mr.  Hen- 
derson. 
17th  of  March,  St.  Patrick's  day,  all  the  lower 
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orders  of  Europeans  voted  themeelvee  Irishmen  on 
this  day,  and  did  great  honour  to  the  patron  BJtint 
by  getting  very  drunk  early  in  the  day ;  indeed  I 
saw  two  Irishmen  standing  at  my  gate  chrunk  at  ^ 
in  the  morning.  They  begged  of  his  honour  to  ac- 
cept of  some  shamrock  to  wear  in  his  hat.  Mr.  Hen- 
derson gave  a  very  handsome  ball  and  supper  in  con- 
sequence of  the  independence  of  the  country  being 
acknowledged  by  England.  The  Vice-President  and 
every  person  of  consequence  were  invited  to  this 
ball,  which  was  decidedly  the  gayest  I  had  ever  seen 
in  liogota.  The  garden  was  tastefiilly  tUiiminated 
with  variegated  lamps,  and  in  the  drawing-room 
were  large  transparent  hkencsses  of  Afr.  Canning 
and  Bolivar.  Dancing  was  kept  up  nearly  the  whole 
night. 

Soon  after  this  the  public  attention  at  Bogota  was 
almost  wholly  engrossed  by  the  trial  of  the  black 
colonel,  Infant^,  for  the  murder  of  Captain  PcrdoDL', 
who  had  hitherto  escaped  the  punishment  he  de- 
served for  committing  this  crime,  by  the  obstinacy 
of  Dr.  Miguel  Peua,  the  president  of  the  high  court 
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of  jusUce,  who  refused  to  sign  his  sentence  of  death, 
although  the  majority  of  the  members  forming  this 
court  of  appeal  from  the  military  tribunal  hod  de- 
clared Colonel  Infantt'  guilty.  This  important  af- 
fair was  referred  to  the  congress,  who  decided  that 
the  sentence  against  the  colonel,  viz.  to  he  shot, 
should  be  carried  into  execution  by  the  executive 
government  without  the  signature  of  Dr.  Pelia. 
Tliis  decision  gave  imiversal  satisfaction,  as  from 
the  evidence  brought  forward  on  the  trial,  there 
could  not  be  the  slightest  doubt  as  to  the  colonePa 
guilt ;  although,  from  some  caprice,  or  to  shew  hil 
ingenuity  in  defending  a  bad  cause,  Dr.  Peoa,  who 
was  a  man  of  considerable  talents,  was  obstinately 
determined  to  differ  in  opinion  from  his  colleagues. 
The  character  of  Colonel  Infantd,  as  I  before 
stated,  was  so  ferocious  that  he  was  dreaded  by 
all  the  inhabitants. 

On  Saturday  morning,  the  26th  of  March,  in 
the  Great  Square  in  front  of  the  palace,  the  troop§ 
of  the  garrison,  amounting  to  2000  men,  were 
formed  in  open  square,  and  about  eleven  o'clock  In- 
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fsnte  walked  into  the  square  in  his  colonel's  uniforni, 
carrying  a  crucifix  before  him,  and  having  a  priest 
on  each  side,  wlio  were  praying  with  him.  On  the 
flanks  and  rear  marched  a  considerable  military 
guard.  As  the  colonel  passed  by  my  house,  I  ob- 
served him  to  look  about  with  rather  a  wild,  disor- 
dered stare,  and  he  limped  a  great  deal  from  a 
wound  he  had  received  m  his  right  leg  from  a  mu^ 
ket  ball  in  an  action  with  the  Pastucians  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Pasto.  On  arriving  at  the  south  side  of 
tlie  square,  he  remained  a  short  time  in  prayer 
with  the  priests,  who  then  retired,  and  the  colonel 
addressed  a  few  words  to  the  troops,  which  I  could 
not  hear.  An  ollicer  then  stepped  forward  to  put 
a  bandage  over  the  colonel's  eyes,  which  he  would 
not  allow,  calling  out  aloud  to  the  troops,  that  he 
had  often  faced  death  in  the  field  of  battle,  and 
that  his  courage  did  not  fail  him  to  do  the  same  on 
this  occasion.  The  colonel  then  seated  himself  on 
a  small  table  and  gave  the  signal  for  the  soldiers  to 
fire,  by  dropping  a  handkerchief  from  his  right 
hand.     He  did  not  immediately  fall,  but  continued 
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It  few  Beconda  sitting  on  the  table,  although  more 
than  one  ball  had  perforated  his  body.  The  re- 
serve, on  observing  this,  advanced  nearer,  and  shot 
him  dead. 

His  Excellency  the  Vice-President  now  rode  out 
from  the  palace  in  uniform,  accompanied  by  his 
staff,  and  made  an  excellent  speech  to  the  troops; 
telling  them  that  they  had  just  witnessed  an  awful 
example  of  justice  to  the  offended  laws  of  the 
country,  in  the  death  of  Colonel  Infante,  wliich 
must  have  convinced  them  that  the  laws  of  the  re- 
public were  enforced  with  strict  impartiality;  for 
on  this  instance,  he  observed,  the  culprit  held  the 
rank  of  colonel  in  the  army,  and  was  an  officer  who 
on  many  occasions  had  highly  distinguished  him- 
self by  his  brilliant  courage  before  the  enemies  of 
his  country ;  and  General  Santander  concluded 
by  saying,  "  and  if  I  had  been  guilty  of  the  same 
crime  as  Colonel  InfiintiTs,  my  body,  I  am  con- 
vinced, would  be  lying  where  Colonel  Infante's 
now  lies."  This  address  was  well  received  by  the 
troops,  who  all  shouted  "  viva  la  republica  de  Co- 
lumbia, viva  el  Vicc-P residents." 
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Colonel  rnfante,  previously  to  the  breaking  out 
of  the  civil  war,  had  been  a  slave  in  the  province 
of  Venezuela ;  ho  was  considered  an  excellent  parri- 
zan,  but  a  sad  sanguinar)'  unprincipled  fellow,  who, 
if  half  of  what  I  heard  was  true,  ought  to  have 
been  shot  long  before. 

Charges  were  afterwards  brought  before  the  con- 
gresa  against  Dr.  Fefia,  for  liaving  refused  to  sign 
the  sentence  against  Infantii.  The  doctor  made  an 
ingenious  and  able  defence  in  justification  of  hia 
conduct,  which  lasted  two  or  three  daya.  I  heard 
part  of  it.  The  doctor  was  found  guilty  of  having 
refused  to  perform  the  duties  of  his  public  situation, 
and  he  was  suspended  from  the  office  of  Judge  of 
the  Supreme  Court  for  a  twelvemonth,  but  allowed 
to  receive  two  thirds  of  his  salary.  Soon  after 
this,  Dr.  Fefia  left  Bogotd,  and  returned  to  his  na- 
tive province  of  Vcneauela.  The  doctor  was  con- 
sidered a  man  of  loose  morals,  but  a  sound,  good 
lawyer. 

The  drought  still  continuing,  b  great  number  of 
cattle  and  sheep  were  dying  from  the  want  of  food 
and  water,  and  a  projiortion  of  the  luhubitanis  of 
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the  villages  in  the  plain  of  Bogota  were  obliged  to 
leave  them,  and  conduct  their  cattle  into  the  sa- 
vannahs  and  low  countries,  aod  near  the  large 
rivCTS.  A  farmer's  saint,  which  is  kept  in  a  chapel 
on  the  top  of  the  Mount  Sierrat,  was  brought  down 
to  the  town,  and  paraded  through  the  streets  se- 
veral times,  accompanied  by  an  assemblage  of  friars, 
priests,  and  a  large  mob ;  but  all  would  not  do,  and 
we  had  a  broiling  sun,  without  rain,  excepting  one 
slight  shower.  Mount  Sierrat  is  2420  feet  above 
the  town  of  Hogota. 

At  this  time  Colonel  Campbell,  the  second  com- 
missioner, arrived  at  Bogota  with  the  appointment 
from  his  Majesty  of  Ministers  Plenipotentiary  to 
the  first  and  second  commissioners,  for  the  purpose 
of  negotiating  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  the  state  of  Columbia. 
The  minieters  appointed  to  meet  us  for  this  neg<>> 
ciation,  were,  my  worthy  and  good  friend  the  Ho- 
nourable Pedro  Gual,  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs, 
and  General  Brieino  MendeK,  late  Minister-at- 
War,  also  a  most  gentlemanly  man.     This  treaty 
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wrtM  ntified  by  the  ColmnbuB  Ctmgtem  tm  tfie 
97th  of  ApnXt  and  (HI  Ae  sath  X  left  Bogotii,  m>- 
(ompMiied  by  a  giMt  max^  <il  my  fiiendo,  who 
woe  «o  kind  as  to  ^ve  me  a  dimwr  at  •  house  00 
tlieioad,  about  thiee  leagoM  ft«a  BogotiL  I  es- 
pcaitniced  *h'"  day  nuidi  pleamre  and  mocli  pMn ; 
tfce  fiomer  derived  fi!«n  the  kindncaa  ihewn  me  \>f 
tU  tho«e  fiiendfl  vho  acctn^anied  m^  the  latter 
at  partiDg  &om  them. 

About  four  o'clock  we  proceeded  on  our  journey 
to  Fucutattva.  My  friend,  Colonel  Wilthew,  at  the 
desire  of  His  Excellency  the  Vice-President,  was 
to  accompany  me  as  far  as  the  river  Magdolena,  to 
see  that  a  champan  was  in  readiness  for  me  to  em- 
bark immediately,  as  I  was  most  anxious  to  arrive 
in  England  with  the  treaty  of  commerce  before 
the  prorogation  of  parliament.  I  had  also  with 
me  Mr.  C>  Krause,  king's  messenger,  and  three 
servants. 

Slept  the  evening  of  the  28th  at  FucuUtiva, 
and  proceeded  early  to  Villena,  and  on  Sunday  the 
30th,  arrived  at  our  friend's,  Colouel  Acouta,  who 
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Appeared  heartily  glad  to  see  me  once  more.  My 
ride  to  Guardian  was  not  very  agreeable,  for  tbe 
crupper  of  my  saddle  broke,  and  I  was  obliged  to 
ride  on  a  pack-eaddle,  which  I  found  very  uncom- 
fortable, and  in  descending  the  steep  mountains  I 
had  difficulty  in  keeping  my  eeat. 

Colonel  Acostft  had  the  kindncES  to  give  me  a 
black  parrot ;  and  I  fortunately  succeeded  in 
bringing  the  one  I  had  purchased  at  Popayan 
safely  over  the  Quindio  mountains.  These  were 
the  birds  whose  fate  I  have  already  lamented. 
It  is  a  most  didicult  undertaking  to  get  animals 
safely  home,  where  you  have  to  traverse  in  such  a 
variety  of  climate,  and  to  travel  over  such  dread- 
ful roads. 

I  bade  farewell  to  Colonel  Acosta  early  on  the  Ist 
of  May,  and  got  to  the  bodega  (or  custom-house)  on 
the  afternoon  of  that  day.  In  all  my  travels  in 
South  America  I  never  felt  more  exhausted  from 
heat  than  on  this  day;  the  sun  was  excessively 
fierce,  without  the  slightest  breeze  to  refresh  the 
traveller.     The  master  of  the  custom-house  told 
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Steady  cnrrent,  singing  merry  tunes,  and  keeping 
time  with  the  stroke  of  their  paddles  to  the  tune, 
which  is  sometimes  quick,  at  others  slow. 

At  one  village  where  we  stopped  to  get  proviaionB 
for  the  champan-men,  I  saw  a  large  fat  pig  which  was 
drinking  at  the  river  knocked  on  his  side  by  the 
tul  of  an  alligator,  who  seized  him  instantly  by  the 
fore-leg,  and  both  disappeared  under  the  watef. 
At  another  place  I  observed  the  manner  the  nft- 
tives  kill  fish  with  a  small  harpoon ;  one  man  pad- 
dles tJie  canoe  about,  whilst  the  other  looks  out  for 
the  fish,  having  his  harpoon  in  a  position  ready 
to  strike.  A  large  salmonetta  passed  the  canoe 
whilst  we  were  looking  on,  and  the  man  very  dex- 
trously  struck  the  fish  with  the  harpoon,  wliich  in- 
stantly darted  off  down  the  stream,  followed  by  the 
canoe,  at  the  same  time  allowing  the  fish  plenty  of 
line.  The  canoe  was  absent  about  half  an  hour,  when 
the  men  brought  to  us  the  -salmonetta,  weighing 
about  sisty  pounds,  for  which  I  gave  him  a  dollar, 
the  price  he  asked.  Our  crew  feasted  on  this  fish 
for   a  couple   of   days ;   but  I  thought  it  much 
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;  food,  to  tlie  bogie  and  several  otlief  I 
bh  wbkb  ne  eau^t  in  Oe  Migfltinw  The 
••kaonrtta  u  die-dwpe  of  »  nfancm,  with  large 
.  triglit  kItw  Kales. 
:  In'  paauig  the  town  of  Hompoz  ve  gaTe-tbcn 
ftfeu  de joie,  and  hinated  ColnmbUn  etdoim,  to  let 
Ac  iahal^aatfl  know  that  we  w<9«  bearen  of  good 
neau.  Some  of  the  champan-moi  wanted  mnch  to 
land  and  see  their  families ;  but  I  absolutely  refused 
them,  as  I  knew  well  that  if  once  these  gentlemai 
got  on  shore,  I  might  probably  wait  a  week  before 
tbey  made  their  appearance.  I  was  much  pleased 
when  I  found  we  bad  passed  Mompox,  and  I  pro- 
mised to  reward  the  men  for  complying  with  my 
wishes. 

In  twelve  days  wc  arrived  at  Barranca  Nueva, 
&om  the  custom-house  near  Honda.  In  ascending 
the  river,  we  had  been  six  weeks  going  the  same 
distance.  As  soon  as  we  landed  at  Barranca  Nueva, 
Mr.  Krause  and  the  servants  hired  mules,  and  went 
on  immediately  with  the  baggage.  I  started  with 
a  Columbian  officer,  to  whom  I  had  given  a  passage 
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down  the  river,  and  whose  regiment  was  in  garrison 
at  Carthagena,  and  we  went  that  day  eleven  Spa* 
nish  leagues  without  overtaking  our  baggage. 

We  slept  at  a  small  village,  and  the  next  day  at 
two  o'clock  I  arrived  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Watts 
(British  Consul),  at  Carthagena.  Here  I  found 
the  brig  6f  war  commanded  by  Captain  Furber 
waiting  for  me ;  but  as  I  had  rather  taken  them  by 
surprise.  Captain  Furber  requested  I  would  give 
him  one  day  to  lay  in  an  additional  stock  of  water 
and  more  fresh  provisions,  which  I  was  not  sorry 
to  comply  with,  as  I  wanted  a  little  rest  after  my 
expeditious  travelling  down  the  river  Magdalena. 

I  have  little  to  say  of  Carthagena,  as  it  is  a  place 
which  has  been  frequently  described  by  travellers.  I 
found  the  heat  here  intolerable,  hotter,  if  possible, 
than  at  Kingston.  The  place  appeared  to  me  to  be 
strongly  fortilied  on  the  land  side,  and  the  Coluin* 
bians  should  fortify  a  height  called  La  Popa,  which 
commands  the  town  and  fortifications  completely. 
At  present  there  is  only  an  old  convent  on  the  hilL 
I  called  on  General  Montillo  the  governor  of  the 
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f. 

I  pronnce,  «bo  rcceiTcd  me  with  gre»t  piJitcBM, 

r  tnd  rcqoEsted  me  to  dine  with  him  the  next  day, 

which  1  dcHined  doing,  wishing  to  be  quiet  6m  eat 
6mj.  Dming  ny  sttf  hor,  I  was  most  boi|)itaUj 
treated  bj  Mr.  Watts,  cad  reeeived  erety  attfitiffl 
fron  his  lady  and  aiaiaMp  &auly;  his  boose  is 
alvays  opes  to  every  RnglMtn™  and  foce^ixr 
of  respeetabtlity. 

On   Sooday  the  S3d  of   Hay,    ooDsidend  by 

sailois  a  lucky  day,  I  embarked  oo  bognd  the 

brig  of  war,  and  after  a  good  pua^e  landed  at 
Portsmoatfa  on  the  night  of  the  27th  of  Janci  and 
arriTed  on  the  28ih  at  Downing  Street,  having  been 
exactly  two  months  perfonning  the  journey  &nm  Bo- 
gota to  London.  I  believe  this  distance  was  never 
travelled  in  so  short  a  time  before. 

It  may  at  this  period  be  interesting  to  Imow  that 
a  *fa<vt  time  before  I  left  Bogota,  a  Bible  Society 
vuestabtished,  which,  I  believe,  is  the  first  that  has 
been  formed  in  South  America.  There  were  se- 
veral meetings  numcTousIy  attended.  Among 
the  persons  of  high  rank  who  were  strenuooa  ■d' 
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vocates  for  it,    were  Pedro  Gual,  the  Minister 
for  Foreign  Affairs,  and  Dr.  Castillo,  the  Minister 
of   Finance;    their  opponents  were  two  bigoted 
priests,  who   at  first  opposed  having  the  Bible 
printed  in  Spanish,  and  when  they  were  beaten  off 
this  ground,  then  argued  that  the  Bible  might 
be  printed  in  Spanish,  but  with  notes,  agreeably 
to   the  decision   of  the  Council  of  Trent.     Gual 
and   Castillo    refiited  all   the  arguments  of  the 
priests  in  a  very  masterly  manner,  and  displayed 
on  these  occasions  much  deep  reading  in  theology. 
We  were  all    exceedingly  pleased   to   see   a   ve- 
nerable priest  stand  up  (who  was  an  advocate  for 
the  Bible  Society)  and  to  hear  him  give  a  sharp 
lecture  to  one  of  the  priests  for  having  made  use  of 
disrespectful  language  before  the  meeting.  The  old 
man  spoke  with  much  good  sense,  with  force  and 
with  dignity  ;  he  was  the  senior  canon  of  the  cathe- 
dral.    It  is  rather  singular  that  our  meetings  were 
held  in  the  convent  of  Santo  Domingo,  where  the 
Inquisition  formerly  reigned  despotic,  and  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Society  was  a  friar  of  this  convent,  a 


amid  liilMiiijfliinii  «en  «^  AanL:  ail  I  «■ 
mm  Ike  maak  af  tka  pMple  m.  Oalanlwi  viD 
■Mttly  iaipapa  <ta  llMgr  ■<•  auNoL  l«  reid  Ik 
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Vuw  of  I  Cibulb  [>n  Die  River  Suirci,  id  face  Ihe  Title. 
View  of  lb*  Pa»  from  HoncU  lo  Bogoli  lo  (ice  p 
Lanceri  of  the  Pkini  uf  Apure,  lo  Tan  fmgt  II 


The  Map  it  to  be  placed  u  the  banning  or  Ibii  Volume 

Fuuge  acroi)*  Ihe  Cibulk  of  Suila,  lo  face  the  Tiik. 

Cottagei  and  Pmanu  of  the  Hacienda  of  Moadonio,  lo  ttt»  |i>([e 

no. 

LuolDg  Ibe  Bulli,  lo  face  page  130. 

View  of  ihe  Pua  from  Quindics  to  fict  page  !10. 


Page  Sae,  Uae  T  from  tbe  bollDni,/iir  Rodit  mil  HodlL 

set,  Gne  10  from  the  top,/>r  Corderlllai  rtad  Cardilletu 

VOL.  II, 
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